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PREFACE. 



I OFFER the following work to public 
notice, with feelings of great intimidation 
and distrust. To an undertaking, at once 
arduous and delicate, I have brought none 
of those advantages most favourable to the 
mechanism of authorship ; and in a series of 
narrated observations, over whose dryness 
the graces of fiction shed no extraneous 
charm, I have unavoidably been denied the 
time for leisurely composition . For it was ne- 
cessary, from the nature of the work (intend* 
ed to reflect the changeful images of the dq^y, 
and in their true character and colouring, 

** To catch, if I could, the Cynthias of the minute)," 

to preserve the passing fact in the strengtli 
of its original occurrence ; to forestall anec- 
dote and anticipate detail, ere the rapid 
current of public events should force them 
through the various channels of society, and 
lessen their value by extending their circu- 
lation. 

Starting from the post with many abler 
competitors, my object was, if possible, to 
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VI PR*FACfi. 

distance those by time, if 1 could not rival 
them in skill; and, in my effort to clear the 
ground, and to arrive ^r*/ at the goal, I fear ' 
I have attained my end with more celerity 
than grade. 

The following pages have been composed 
between the months of November and 
March, from the heads of a journal, kept 
with regularity during my residence in 
France, in the year 1816 ; and having bound 
myself to my publislier to be ready for the 
press before April,* I was obliged to com-*- 
pose d trait de plume^ to send off the sheets 
chapter by chapter, without the power of 
detecting repetitions by comparison ^ and 
without the hope of correction from the pe* 
rusal of proof sheets. Publishing in one 
country, and residing in another, it was not 
to be expected that the press would wait 
tipon the chances of wind and tide, for re- 
turns either in or out of course. t 

♦ The sUbfeequent delay, equally ihjilrious to the inte- 
rest of the work, and to the reputation of the author, rddts 
entirely with the publisher. 

f The eiTata already discovered are numerous and 
vexatious. Such particularly are p. 33, 1. 22, ^^ voice'^ 
for " feoa?," and p. 180, 1. i. '^epitaph'' for « epigraph^'' 
which render the passages utter nonsetise. 
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*To the inaccuracies of haste, a fault less ex- 
cusable has been added ; I mean the frequent 
recurrence^of French sentences and dialogues^ 
which break up and disfigure the text ; a fault 
which arose from my anxiety to give impres- 
sions with all the warmth and vigour with 
which I received them ; to preserve the jfbrm 
with the spirit ; to repeat the jargon of the 
court, or the cottage, the well-turned point 
of tlie duchess, or the patois of the peasant, 
as I caught and took them down de vive voisp 
in ray tablets, or retained and recorded them 
in ray journal. While I thus endeavour to 
account for faults, I cannot excuse ; and to 
solicit the indulgence of that public from 
whom I have never experienced severity, I 
make no effort to deprecate professional cri-^ 
ticism, because I indulge no hope from its 
mercy. There is one review, at least, which 
must necessarily place me under the ban of 
its condemnation; and to which the senti- 
ments and principles scattered through the 
following pages (though conceived and ex- 
pressed in feelings the most remote from 
tjiose of local or party policy) will afford an 
abundant source of accusation, as being fo- 
reign to its own narrow doctrines^ and op- 
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posed to its own exclusive creed. 1 mean 
the Quarterly Review. It may look like 
presumption to hope, or even to fear its 
notice ; but /, at least, know by experience, 
that in the omniscience of its judgment it 
can stoop 

*^ To break a butterfly upon a wheel." 
It is now nearly nine years since that re- 
view selected me as an example of its un- 
sparing severity ; and, deviating from the 
true object of criticism, made its strictures 
upon one of the most hastily composed and 
insignificant of my early works a vehicle 
for an unprovoked and wanton attack upon 
the personal character and principles of the 
author. The slander thus hurled against a 
young and unprotected female, struggling in 
a path of no ordinary industry and effort, for 
purposes sanctified by the most sacred feel^ 
ings of nature, happily fell hurtless. The 
public of an enlightened age, indulgent to 
the critical errors of pages composed for its 
amusement, under circumstances, not of 
vanity or choice, but of necessity , has, by its 
countenance and favour, acquitted me of 
those charges under which I was summoned 
before their awful tribunal, and which tend- 
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PREFACE. IX 

ed to banii^ the accnsed from society^ and 
her works from circulation : for " licen- 
tiousness^ profligacy, irreverence, blasphemy^ 
libertinism, disloyalty^ and atheism/' were 
no venial errors. Placed by that public in 
a definite rank among authors, and in no 
undistinguished circle of society, alike as 
woman and as author, beyond the injury of 
malignant scurrility^ whatever form it may 
assume, I would point out to those who 
have yet to struggle through the arduous 
and painful career that I have ran^ the 
feebleness of unmerited calumny, and encou* 
rage those who receive with patience and re- 
signation the awards of dignified and legi- 
timate criticism, to disregard and contemn 
the anonymous slander with which party 
spirit arms its strictures, under the veil of 
literary justice. 

In thus recurring to the severe chastise*- 
ment which my early efforts received from 
the judgment of the Quarterly Review, it 
would be ungrateful to conceal that it placed 

. ^^ My bane loid antidote at once before me/' 
and that in accusing me of " licentiousness, 
profligacy, irreverence, blasphemy, liber- 
tinism, disloyalty^ and atheism/^ it present- 
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ed a nostrum of uhiversal efficacy, u^hich wa* 
to transform my vices into virtues^ and to 
, render me, in its own words, '' not indeed 
a good writer of novels, but a useful friend, 
B, faithful wife, a tender mother, and a re- 
spectable and happy mistress of a family. ^^ 

To effect this purpose, " so devoutly to 
be wished,^' it prescribed a simple remedy : 
^^ To purchase immediately a spelling book, 
to which, in process of time, might be added 
^pocket dictionary, and to take a few lessons 
in joining-hand ; which, superadded to a 
little common sense, in place of idle rapr 
tures,'' were finally to render me that valu- 
able epitome of female excellence, whose 
price Solomon has declared above rubies. 

While I denied the crimes thus adminis^ 
tered . to, I took the advice for the sake of 
its results; and like '^ Coelebs in search of 
a wifei^ with his ambulating virtues, I set 
forth with my Mavor and-my Entick in 
search of that conjugal state, one of the ne- 
cessary qualifications for my future excel- 
lencies. With my dictionary in my pocket, 
with my spelling book in one hand, and my 
copper-plate improvements in tlje other, I 
entered my probation ; and have ar^ last 
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PREFACE. XI 

llliahks to the Quarterly Review) obtained 
the reward of my calligraphic and orthogra*- 
phic acquirements. As* it foretold, I am be- 
come, in spite of the " seven deadly sins'* it 
laid to my charge, '^ not indeed a good 
writer of novels,'* but, I trust, '' a respect- 
able,** and, I am sure, " a happy mistress of 
a family/' 

In the fearful prophecy so long tnadcj that 
I should never write a good novel, the Quar- 
terly Review, in its benevolence, will at least 
not be displeased to learn that I have writ- 
ten some that have been successful \ and that 
while my Glorvinas, Luximas, and Lolottes, 
have pleaded my cause at home, like '' very 
Danieis^^' they have l>een received abroad 
with equal favour and indulgence ; and that 
O'Donnel has been transmitted to its author 
in three different languages. Having thus, 
I hope, settled ''my long arrear of GRATI- 
TUDE with Alonzo,.*' I am now ready to 
begin a new score ; and await the sentence 
of my quondam judge, in the spirit of one 

" Who neither courts nor fears 
His favour nor his hate.'* 

In a work which bears the sweeping title 
of '' France," (a title adopted by necessity. 
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because none other was left me), it would he 
a strange solecism to omit all notice of the 
jurisprudence, medical science, and finance 
of that country ; subjects connected with its 
most vital existence,- but for beyond my li- 
mited sphere of enquiry. At my request, 
my husband has undertaken to furnish some 
sketches on these points, which form the 
pages of the appendix to the second volume. 
For the authenticity of the great mass of 
anecdotes with which I have endeavoured to 
relieve the weariness of narrative, I can no 
further vouch, than that I obtained them 
from persons distinguished by their rank, 
talents, and high respectability ; and that I 
give them as I heard them in the saloon or 
the boudoir. I have omitted many that 
were doubtful, even though they were amus^ 
ing ; and I have transcribed few that were 
not corroborated by persons of very different 
principles and interests. My object was to 
come at the truth, and I trust I have pretty 
generally succeeded. 
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SECOND JIDITION. 



7tti itpi %nA 4iii1»oped for ckMao4 of fi n^w 
edition of *< FiUQce,^ wttbin a few iky« aftnf fb« 
pi:)%1!<Nrtiott of ibe fifftti togMher witb «ff eumstmces, 
ov«ir whv^li^ I have no oonti^l, obligm me^ once 
tiQidre, to Appeal to l^ indulgence ivf the publio^ 
t6 epc^logiM far lypogfnpbiCii errois^ aunl td motks^ 
some yeteficiil ine^fEci^s wbich eibnp«d my 
bbservatfon in the attdoiir of e fiiit'comtponitioi^ 
In Book 1i^. p. 985| I bn^e confounded nnecfkrtes of 
%h^ tviFO Princes De Cood^i who were euttcoeeive^ 
impiieoned in the Castk of Yincednes. It wm 
the fntfaM of the ^rtf6< Cond4, whote misfortuoe* 
btrgrtiated in the befiufy of kt$ ^if$t ^md ihe pasttim^ 
rfkU pd^effUi ha unsuteis^Jul rtnal, Hemi IK 1% 
was ^A Gn^iKo Gokob'* himself, who wiM 
trwlTf th^ boure of Ms captivity by cttitivatia||[ 
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TftLtWAtt, 

doWefs through the ban of his prison Window"^ 
while his young duChess was leading the factions 
citizens of Bourdeaux, fifi^Jhe intrepid cry of 
« qui tnaime me mite** When this cirdumstance 
was related to the ilIustrloii§ prisoner, he laughing- 
ly observed, ** Qui auroit qru, que yarroser&is des 
Jleurs, pendant que ma femme fait h guerre. 

In Book vii. p. 11 6^ the name of CaKdinal 
Richelieu is by mistake inserted for that of 
MAZAKiif ;.«»d by misprint Lo:uis XlVi. ?y^ppars 
for LoiuisXlIIan Book ;viii.'J). Ii50» , ; ; i 
, > By an awkward collocatiop of, the partible *^ »a»^ 
an the concluding paragraph of thfe Fi^.Rpok, it 
ahotiid appear that L expressed a wish t^at th« 
Peteantry of France might («»»«niic more]^<i$perous 
than the same class of society in England and 
Scotland. I trust, however, that I shall p?t be 
mistaken, and that the error \vHl npt be fittrib,uted 
to the sentiment of the author^ but to the loose conr 
' atruction of the paragraph, which includes more 
than one clause; and whichiin expressing an hope 
that the French peasant may epjpy his present 
improved condition, involves an intervening as^er- 
fcidn,- referable to its superiority over th^. of the 
peasant populatiop of Great Britain. If there ^ust 
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be an inequality amongst natioM^^ mature and 
interest^ no less than national pride, ijiust induce 
the hope that the balance may be in favottr of that 
country, which the heart claims as its home. 

For the rest: placed at too considerable a 
distance frpni the metropolis, to judge of the 
reception of a book, thus given, "with all its 
imperfection on its head,^' otherwise than by th€( 
unexpected rapidity of its sale, I have as y^t 
reeceived but few of the details of densure or 6f 
praise. Fevtr ^rrections or alterations have cod-* 
sequently been made ; and k second edition . of 
" France'* is therefore no^ presented to ih* public 
with all the embarraawient of feeling which 
accompanied the publication of the fifst^ 

S. M. 



Dublin^ KUdare Street, 
June, 1817. 
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PEASANTRY. 

<c JjWBmei^^^ d^plojer see &cHlt&s dispofier 

de sea riclKflBes, pounroir k ses beHoiiM^ avec une HbertA 
enti^re. L'intirSt gSnenl de chaqiie societe, loin d*or* 
donner d*en restreindre Tezercice, difend au contmire d\ 
porter atteinte; etdans cette paitie de Tordre pablk, le 
8oin d'assurer k chacun les droits qa*il tient de la nature 
est encore k la fois la seule politique utile, le seul devoir de 
la puissance sociale, etle seul droit que la volont^ gen6rale 
puisse legitimement exercer sur les individus.'* 

CoNnoBCBT, Progrds de TEifnrit. 
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THE PEASANTRY. 

T%e Peasantry before ike Bevoiittm$.—C4mdUMn 0/ 
ifu Peasantry arising oui efiht Re9olution.--^Tke 
Labaurer^.^Farfners.*^maUProprietars.^^JUili^ 
iary Labtmrers. — Farmer ^ jyOwsamviUe^—Ceitm 
iagerofthe Vallie^fDvmii.^RwmlBtmwmy.'--^ 
Market Day at Momtreml. — P^asfini DmsUis^.'^ 
Morals. -^Domestic Manners and Affecliom.^^ 
Beligion. — Religious Processions. — Popular 5«« 
perstilions.'^ DieL — Hospitality. — MendicUy.*^ 
Charity.-^Costume.'^Pkysiognomy.'-^Tke Basque. 
Summary. 

Political revolution, the inevitable re- 
sult of undue preponderance in some order 
of the state in which it occurs, presents, in^ 
the moral subversion it occasions, an image 
of those fearful symptoms, by which nature 
in her great volcanic struggles rigfats^ herself. 
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and vindicate^ . her violated laws ; and the 
convulsions of disorganising' matter best 
typify the throes and efforts of social and 
political dissolutions. Fermentation works 
alike in both: destructive particles are forced 
to the surface : much of what is good is 
overwhelmed in the impetuosity of the tor- 
rent: much of what is bad reigns paramount 
through its hour of necessary agency. The 
evil, however, which caused the explosion 
is at length removed ; and these tumultuouf 
actions, subsiding into quiescence, terminate 
by a necessary causation in the re-»estabii.^i- 
Hient of harmony and order. A new form 
of things presents itsdf; neW arrangements 
arise out of the elementary wreck of ex- 
hausted systems ; and in political, as in na- 
tural science, new facts are inscribed on the 
tables of human experience ; new Combina- 
tions extend the sphere of human views; 
and new lights beam upon the collected mass 
of human knowledge, to correct its tl^eories 
and to fortify its conclusions. 

When the burning floods and Mghtful ex- 
plosions of Vesuvius poured ruin and deso- 
lation on every object within th^ sphere of 
its convulsed action, :the elder Pliny was seen 
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Qxfposing himself to its yzntd fprms^ofi dkki-^ 
ger, ia the cause of knowledge, and for ithe 
benefit of his species: his i spirit sojaring id 
sublimity above the wreck of matter, as na^' 
ture^ with all her awful secrets,i stood revealed 
before him. But to tbs greatest political 
explosion that time has ever witnessed^ ov 
hiytovy recorded:; tathe revolution of France 
few:> philosophical Pliny & have, brought i theio 
Gool !and unbiassed scrutiny. The event 
which has shaken the greatest dynasties of 
the earth, torn the. creed of.theiifiost jtowi&iH 
ful religion, subdued opinions icoetalwifiD' 
record, and weaken^ ties twisted with the « 
very instincts, of natuse, has rarely! :beetf 
viewed through any medium but tfaatof pas-r 
sion, or diseuftsdd in any language, but , that 
of prejudice. ' ^ ^ x " ; ^ 

' Itiias, indoed, in its progress^ been cffli^H 
temptated witii.well-f merited horror. ^ lb has( 
donated the visionary, it has frightened the^ 
timid. . The oppressor and the oppressed^ 
have alike turned its^ events to itheir purpose ;.' 
to ex/hibit.it as a warning, oti to sei^e lipon it 
as^ an; et^mpte. But while history with . her> 
impartial testimony expoaea the causes of the 
French revolution, in the incrcoMsingtabuses of . 
the government^ and in the consequent de-^^ 
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mofalizatioiTof the people, its effects <» the 
nation, ont of whose wrongs it arosCt mieonljr 
to be estimated in the interior of society, and 
in the detailed minutiae of every^niay exists 
tote. It is by an intimate acquaintance 
with the changes impressed upon all the vari^ 
OQS conditions and classes of the population, 
tbit its good and evil can alime be apfrins** 
ciated; and when prejudice disfigures, and 
polfcy misrepresents, philanthropy will ex* 
iiltingly point to doniestic amelioratioxus, 
and philosophy triumph in liie justification 
of ber theories* 

" Liberty and property,'^ says Voltaire, 
^ is the cry of the £n^h ; it is the cry of 
nature i'' and he adds, in his own peculiar 
style, ^^ livaut mieux que St. George et men 
droit ; St. Denis, et mant joie.'' To the op- 
pressed and miserable peasantry of France 
all natural expression was denied. With 
every fieeliog of humanity violated, with 
eveiy social institute perverted, they had 
learned by eiq)erience that complaint was 
vnayailtng, and resistance rain.* An eVmt^ 
bowever, occurred, which, forwarded by 

• -BeeXM DMdoMires des Fiefi de M. it Tretein« 
^Xdf^ €l de PrtiBBwiDn. 
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their wrohgs> was destined to ^ork their W/^ 
demption ; aod the total overthrow of that 
ifrlgbtfal syatem of feudality, whieh had so 
long cniahed them. into. slavery, was among 
the first and be$t works of the revolution. 
To £3rm a just idea of the magnitude and 
proportions of the giant ^tructure^ ias it 
stood, frowning over the waste it Imd occa« 
uoaed^ the production of a few scattered 
fragments will suffice ; nor is any minute dei^ 
tail of its complicated deformities necessary 
to i»xcjuae or to justify the reaction^ which 
firilowed evils so harshly inflicted, and so 
patiently sustained* . 

The corv^r (which« in giving France such 
noble roads, robbed the peasant of his sole 
possessions, bis time and bis labour) tore 
bim not unfrequently from his family and 
home to labour in a distant province ; nor 
were the direct evik belonging to this sys« 
tem the only means of oppression to its vie- 

The uMistMifM^ iiuuk in Ja BM^gst^ under tbe ^ign 
q£ Jj»m Xiy..io tb« tynumy luid insufipQnable e^u^t'* 
ioM 9f the gv^tnmmtf wa» puni^lied with « Mveritj 
that spinmdied tQ MtctminatUm I Tb« city of Rennet 
Vf9m Msily d9pQpii)«te4} wd tlis tiiocqps weie eteqr 
Yih^n Ut: 10099, to epouidl e^my Mjpmm of ^obiiee on 
tbe defenceless inhabitama. \ . 
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tims. The corvie, in the haflds of petty ty-\ 
laimy, became a ccmveAiehi hBtrument ta 
hold out;as a threat, or to inflict as a punish-^ 
meat; and occasknially it wa»ev<!b applied 
to lemoTe an uncomplyiDg hmband or vigi-* 
lant father from the protection of his &niily/ 
and the vindication of his honor. i 

► The droit de cAo«««, while it ravaged thie 
fields, destroying the full half of their pro* 
duoey estimated the life of a bare above the 
liberty, of a man ; and where want afforded 
such irresistible impulses to' violate itsenact- 
ments, bound its victims, for a conventional 
offence, to the oar of a gall^** ; 

The draii amtumer/ or code of custoib- 
ary law, varied in every protvince; and by 
its uncertainty and disagreement with itself; 
multiplied the evils of litigation to the poor; 
and frequently extinguished even > the hope 
ef justice to the wronged. .■ r. 

— ^ i I t I I ■■■ I .1. . I. » I ■ ■ i I I ■! ■ ^M^i^Wi »i, II • > ■ ^li.i me 

. 4 > 

* ^^ When I had a house at Epinay, sur Seine," said au 
English friend of mine, who resided in France before the 
Revolution,' << I observed 6very day a large water <*art 
brought irMi the river to the house of the IklwMhal' 
D'Aubtefire^ who resided peav me, and dmwn by six itaeti 
in haniess. On enquiry, I found that these yokMni^tes had 
killed some of *the niarahal^s'game, and tluit he had thus 
commuted thrir sentence, instead of removing them from 
their families to the gallies at Marseilles.'' 
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' Of i\\egabeUe, so c^prfiMive in its ekactiOQ^, 
as to becotne a spectre to the imagioatioiis'of 
the ignoiraiit and the pocMr, it is impossiUe 
to give an adequate representation. Whatp 
ever iras^most tyratinicali in government^ and 
inost absurd in morals, was to. be found in 
the enactments calculated to raise the xeve« 
nue, and^eosure the coUecttori of this dietest-^ 
able tax* Every tiotorsel of meat the;peaH 
sant might possess was previouyly estimated^ 
and his consumption . of salt, the excised 
eommodity, regulated by computstioo.. .Tike 
smallest infringement of the/dieadfal code 
was unpityingly punished: by ccmfineinettt, 
(temporary^ er for life) on board the gallies*^ 
Every thing, tbecefore, that appearedisakMig&t 
thesimple peasantry, either novel or myste-* 
rioos, .goading or insupportable, was placed 
in tbeur apprehension to the account of the 
gabelie^ t ; , . 

.ij .T M i l . » ■ ■ .. p ■ .1 . , 1 . .. I , . y p.. , ; . f; 

♦ Des en&HB de tceize.ans, condamnes aiix galores, poiir 
ayoir !it£ irouv^s arec lelira peres, cbnvwhcds i^ coiitra- 
l»aiMJb«««-yoaib. le code du fiic^ voUa rindulgence poar 
le fisc; on lui a yendu le aang innocent! et on se tait!-- 

" + "Bti citrf >voit re; u, d^vant ses paroissiclis, une 
pendiik: Ifcse mhrenttoUs i ctiei'," quee'^tbit lagdAelU^ et 
^u'ils le yoyoient fort bien. " Le cure habile-kur dit, et 
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The tiihcy that vexatious tax upcm |h^ 
most iaJ>orious claw of society, for the 
rapport and luxury of the moat indoIeQti 
was rendered more burthensome, from tlie 
multitude of other, imposts which f§U upcm 
the cultivator^ 

The taiUcj and indeed the irhoie direol 
taxation of the kingdom, fell exclusively upou 
the people, the estates and persons of the 
privileged classes being wholly exempt from 
imposition* The personal slavery of a large 
portion of the population, especially in 
Franche Comt^, of which the clei^ held a 
considerable portion in main morte, embraced 
initself all that was most odious in the legal, 
sanctioned octrees upon human reason and 
human feeling, all the multiplicity of oppres-^ 
sion which filled up the code of feodal rights* 
The peasantry* thus abandoned to contempt 
and to neglect, and cultivating a plenteous 
soil for others, which they could never hope 
to reap for themselves, submitted from gene* 



sur lemfime ton, point du Cout^ mei en&ns, ce n'est pes I0 
gabelley c'eet le jubiU. £n mfime terns ks yoil4 tout ^ 
genouXf Que dites-YOus du bon esprit de ces gem U 7" . 

JUitret de Sevignif toL iii. 
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iMion to getieration with a debasing acquis 
escenoe to tiieir inm desttsy; and though 
the3r lightened the burthen of a miserable 
existence by comtitutional. gaiety ; though 
they song in chains and danced in rags; 
yet how sensibly^ they suffered, was mark* 
ed* in their mei^re featnres and attenuated 
forms ; bow keenly th^ feit, was evinced in. 

' ' • - - - - « • - / -I . I I I II II I r - 

^ Their numerous little insurrections ia the provinces^ 
and the horrible oulr«|^ vMch didr despair utgoA them 
to commit) e^en agpunst nature^ is ft s^flkient proof €l 
their aensibili^ to their wrongs. 

<^Un pauyre homme passementier dans le fituxbotirg 
St. Marceau, £toit ta3(6 k, dix 4cus pour un imp6t sur les 
maUrises. H ne les ainott pa»; on le prasse et repMM^ il 
dammiddtt temsyon Je iui refiisp-^p preiid.soiiyaniFse 
lU^ et sa pauvre ^nelfe,— quand il se vit en cet etat, la 
sage s^empare de son cceur; il coupe la gorge k troisde sea 
enfims, qui etoient dans sa chambre— sa femme sauve le 
quatrit&me, et s^enfuit; le pamrehomme est an Chiteiet, il 
serapendu dans un jour. II dit qae lout soil d^laUir, c^'est 
de n^avoir pas tn£ sa lemme, et Ten&nt qu'cUe a aauv^/* 
The conclusion of this description is curious, and quite in 
character both with the times and the zoriier. — <^ On devolt 
partir aujourd'hui pour FonUdnbleau, oii les plmsm de^ 
voietU degenir des peines^ par Uur fHuUipUeiU.^*''-^lMirc^ 
de Sevignif rol. iti« 

This dreadful ^ystem of taxation, whicih' maddened the 
lower classes into murder y only went to supply the expenses^ 
of a voluptuous prince, and to muldply the pleasures of 
his cmrt, till they became *< |?a mt «l? 
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the reaction of their feelio^s^ when ciit:uiiw« 
stances placed the sword of retribution in^ 
their hands^ and vengeance exceeded her. 
customary horrors^ in the ferocious deeds ;of» 
the Carmagnoles and the MarseiUoi^. 
.» . # *. * • ..* ♦' ♦ ♦♦•#•♦•; 

It has always been observed by the travel^* 
lers who visited France before the revolution^, 
and particularly by the English, and by 
agricultural traycUers, that the peasantry oi 
that country were a singularly laborious and: 
pains- taking race, enduring much^ and suffer-^ 
ing patiently. -~Mr. Young gives it as his 
opinion, that **.they would have improved, 
the country, if they had formed any part in a 
system, the principles of which tended to* 
wards national prosperity/' But no such 
system appeared, until the occurrence of that 
great boukversementj out of Mfhose principles, 
of destruction and regeneration the present 
improved condition of the peasant population 
of France arose. 

. Ei^and, ip the sixteenth century, set a 
great example, to the rest of Europe, when 
she seized upon the overgrown possessions of 
the church, and converted the unhallowed, 
fruits of iraud and impiety to the benefit pf^ 
the statei Men, : devoted by tb€^r;institu«-: 
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tions and t>jrder8 to poverty aiid ' fauttiility, 
ttigrdssed the Hfches of the country, and 
pi^eserved A twofold influence/ spiritual. and 
tetnporal^ subversive: of the interests of so^ 
ciety. Butr the original abuse defitroyed, 
the undue influence declined, superstition 
lost ground, and wealth circulated with a 
more equal and salutary distribution.* What 
the desf^tjidm of Henry .VIII- effected in 
£ngland, the dempcra(tic principles of the 
rc^vOlution . accomplished in France ;t.aqd 

* Of the mode of assigning lands to the church in 
France, many curioua instances were discovered diiring 
the revolution^ from the ancient archives of the cathedrals^ 
Ia 1470, Loiiis XI. assigned over the whole Comte 
de Boulogne to the Virgin Mary^ and promised to do her 
homage for it, in the person of the Ahh6 de Notre Dame 
de Boulogne: but, says a national writer, ^VD*abbrd cet 
hommage religieux se rendit sur Tautel^ et s'olTrit directe* 
mMit^au Baint. Bientdt Tevfique, Tabbe, le titulaire du 
benefice se plafa entre Tautel et le pieux vassal, et re^ ut 
rbommage, au nom- du saint. Insensiblemept on oublia 
le saint, et Vecclesiastique s^attribua tout Thonneur, en 
qualite de bcneficier." 

+ The inhabitants of Condon^ in the <iepartment du 
Gers, gave an eighth, instead of a tenth, in consequence of 
theclei^ of the diocese having promised to liberate an- 
nually from purgatory two l^undred and fifty souls of their 
friends and relations, an4.to conduct them to. Pa r^idise 
straight. ' * 
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the sale of the national domains waft oite of 
the strongest measures of thit^ extraordifiw^ 
eyent^ producing incalculable benefit to tfartf 
lower and agricultural classes^ while the 
mode in which this measure was executed 
was eminently constituted to attach thti 
peasantry to the revolutionary cause, and 
to induce them to give their aid and satit^ 
tion to a political change^ which^ in emaiK^ 
cipating them from slavery, added proper!}^ 
to freedom, and converted five bundled 
thousand labouring serfs into independent 
proprietors. In the public sale of the na* 
tional domains, the government became the 
agent of the peasantry : a certain portion of 
land, ordinarily contiguous to his dwellings 
was given to each peasant who presented 
himself as a purchaser ; time was granted 

Monsieur Falconet, in his work on the necesrity of 
restoring all tlie church lands to the clergy, ascribes all the 
horroi? of the revolution to the violation of their sacred 
property. He strpngly recommends the measure of turn- 
ing adrift all the present proprietoi's, and of restoring th^ 
domains of the rich monasteries, which were bequeathed to 
heaven by many a pious penitent, ^^ comme fondatioh 
pour le remMe de son ame*" , He mentions Mirabeau 
incidentally as un Mirableau.** This pamphtet has many 
admirers toong the royalist party. 
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him to pay the purehase^money, and a sinall 
ram was advanced » to enable the new propria 
etor to c(Hnmence the cultivation of his little 
ham. ^ ^^ Give a man $ecure possession of a 
bleak rock/' says a celebrated agriculturalist^ 
*^ aiid he will convert it into a garden ; give 
him a few years' lease of a garden^ and he will 
kvm it into a desert/' The truth of this 
position was strongly illustrated in the pea^^ 
sant proprietors of France; and notwith-^ 
standing the evil influence which the spirit oi 
foreign conquest in their late ruler must have 
had upon the resources and industry of the 
people, yet when the allies first approached 
the frontiers of the French territory, they 
invaded a country wh6se peasantry were the 
best conditioned, and most prosperous of 
suiy nation in Europe. In visiting the ex- 
tensive farm of a person of rank and fortune^ 
in the Isle of France, and remarking to him 
the apparent opulence of his tenantry, and the 
general prosperity of the country, he made 
the following observations, which spoke 
equally in favour of the moral and physical 
condition of the people: '' It is impossible 
to foresee what may be the consequences of 
the enormous depredations committed by the 
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^reign troops, when adided to/theioseea al-^ 
Teady sustained by the inilitary jsystonfijof 
Napoleon • The contrihatkms alraadyc levidd 
are beycmd the resouroes of the nation ;.:lwl 
with respect to our' peasantry,, it is 4uite 
certain, that, besides the improvetil^t v of 
their ^general condition by the revQlution, 
they have also made a provision of enerQr 
and good . sense, which strengthens and : ea- 
lightens them to meet every attack of adver-r 
sity,.:and whicb they did not possess thirty 
years Iwtck/' \ 

It is, however, neither possible nor true^ 
that, in this general prosperity, all are opu^ 
lent ip a class where so much must dep€i3*l 
on. individual exertion ./and peculiarity . of 
circumstances, on the nature of the soil, or 
the character of a province. It: would be 
rather a public evil than. a general good, if 
an. order did not exist whi6h'had pnly it$ 
daily industry ajidi good-will to depend on;: 
but even the least favoured: amontg the la- 
bouring, class fed some- reflecti<w^/fom the 
prosperit)^ thaft aurrouiids them. No longer 
** un peuple serfyCarveahleet tnUlaHt*^* all 

* The titles of feudality, as M. dfe Mably cibseftes, dire 
Buffici^nt poofs of " I'asserviaseineot dans kqu«I le d«s?# 
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are alike free to of£er their labour for ade- 
quate remuneration ; and all now feel that 
this newly-possessed power of self-disposal is 
property, in itself. 

The peasantiy of France may perhaps be 
divided into the distinct classes of proprietor, 
farmer, tenant (fermier)^ and labourer. A 
French writer has termed the labouring class 
of a free state ^^ lapipiniire des soldats*' It 
was on this class that the law of military 
conscription fell with most frequency, though 
not with most weight ; for the labouring pea- 
sant ma<de but little sacrifice, when he flung 
away the spade for the musket, and left the 
track of his plough for the march of victory. 
From the ranks, however, so often supplied 
Tby this class of men, arose many of those 



potidme des seigneurs tenoit le peuple, et qui les rendoit 
les maitres absolus de sa fortune et de ses forces." Among 
these seignioral titles were the following : ^' Seigneur haiit 
et puissant, seigneur redoute, et tr^s redoute.'* The im- 
' mense sur&ce of. France must naturally produce great 
fariely in the characters and conditions of the people. In 
Britanny they are much less civilized, and in some districts 
of the west and north much less opulent, than in the other 
parts pf the kingdom. 

VOL.1. C 
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btave cx)mma^det's> who planted the tegh^- 
]^taitd&rd of Frbttc6 in almoi^t every ccarntiy 
in £urope ; for it was a maxim with the chi^ 
who reigned in military supremacy pvw ail^ 

" That he who doth i'th' wars . , 

More than his captain can, becomeis 

His captain's captain. SnAttftp^fiAitfiv 

Michael Ney, a young hussar^ distinguish- 
ed himself, while yet in the ranks, by unpa- 
ralleled intrepidity; an^, gallantly fightiog 
his way through every subaltern degree of 
his profession, was presented by his colonel- 
general with a company, on the sole recom- 
mendation of his own merits. The simple 
hussar became in time a marshal of France : 
his sovereign raised him to the highest rank 
in the state, by the titles of Duke D'Elchin- 
gen and Prince of Moskowa ; and his coun- 
try conferred on him that title, ^^ greater than 
all,*' when, in her gratitude fbr his services, 
she named him *^ le brave des braves.** 

The disbanding of the veteran troops of 
France has obliged most of its subaltern 
members to return to the obscure fetboars of 
their youth ; and, foregoing 

" The grappling vigour and rough frown of Wat/* 
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with mibds loiig trained to ^hdv tibj^ts^ 
aiod habits long tempered to other tiew9> 
the heroes of MarengO an4 of Au^teHitk 
again appear foHcnring the plough ih thrir 
native villages, and are of necessity become 
>• hewers of Wood and drawers of wetter.** 

I remember to have tflet one of these mili- 
tary iaboarers, these veteran " braves/^ who 
Jiad been driven with an army almost frantie 
behind the Loir^, engaged in the inglorious 
iiibours of the spade, atid working on the 
estate of a soldier, who had himseflf long since 
turned hife *'sWOrd into a p^loiighshare/' after 
having wielded it only in the service of virtue 
and of freedora. 

I was o^e morning, La the summer off Iftl^, 
waVking under the venerable towers of Cha- 
46au la Grange, and leaning on the arm of its 
ilkistrie^ master, general the marquis de 
la f ayette'(^and who would not boast of being 
supported by that arm, which raised the 
standard of independence in America, and 
placed her banner above the dungeons of 
France ?) The figure of a labourer, who Was 
working 6ntbe mpoat which nearly surround- 
ed th^ chateau, struck me as beirtg both 
"distin^shed and singular. He was a tall 

c 2 
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athletic man, something advanced in life* 
As we approached, he touched the little 
embroidered cap, which did not conceal his 
grey locks, and drawing up into an erect 
posture, gave the military salute, which M. 
de la Fayette most punctiliously returned. 
As the labourer resumed his spade, I asked 
the general, in English, whether this was 
not one of the disbanded spldiers of the Loire. 
^^ I should suppose,*' he replied, '' a distin- 
guished one ; for I find he is a member of the 
legion of honour, and you may perceive 
the ensign of his order glittering through the 
rents in his jacket.'* The man raised his 
eyes to us, as we now stood beside him ; and 
perceiving that the general was looking at 
his work, he asked with anxiety, " Vous en 
Stes content, mon gineraly fespereV ** Mais 
ouiy mon ami, parfaitement, cela va bien/' re- 
plied the general. *^ Bon, bon/' returned 
the soldier, and resumed his labours with all 
the vigour of an able pioneer. '' That brave 
fellow,'* said M. la Fayette, as we pursued 
our walk, '^ has passed twenty years in the 
service of his country. He is covered with 
scars. He had already obtained the subaltern 
distinctions of his profession^ and in another 
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year was to have been appointed a commis-; 
sioned officer ; en attendant, he received the : 
cross of the legion of honour, and thought 
himself amply recompensed for all his ser- 
vices. It was thus by a few laurel crowns,, 
that the Romans became masters of the. 
world. This disbanded veteran returned, a 
few weeks back, to his native village, which 
is at this moment visible through the trees of 
that dark wood : he offered his services to 
my concierge, who accepted them. He la- 
bours through the week in his tattered fus- 
tian jacket, and gratifies all that is left of his 
m^ilitary pride, by exposing his badge of 
honour to the admiration of the rustic crowd,, 
with which he mingles at mass on Sundays/' 

But the ranks of the labouring class , are 
not alone filled by the disbanded privates, of 
the army ; for many (and there is a romantic 
sadness in the idea), many whose brows have 
recently been shaded by the ^^ panache blano*\ 
of military distinctions, whose voice was 
law, and whose breath was command (noy; 
expelled. to make way for ^* daintier cap-, 
tains'"),' are driven by necessity to earnthei^ 
daily bread by daily labour. 

One of my gallant countrymen, attached 
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to the English army now in Francey wfift 
stationed with his company in a village at 
some distance from the head-^uatteits : be 
vras returning with his dogs, after a sporting 
ramble in the neighbourhood^ when he oveiv 
took a t6am» whose driver displayed a cos^ 
tume at once military and civil-^^-fhis wag^ 
goner^s frock contrasting with a large cocked 
hat« As they pursued the same route^ the 
English officer endeavoured to enter mta 
conversation; but was answered with that 
brusquerie, which intimates impatience of ob« 
trusion. A few useless questions on the state 
6( the game in that country had nearly finish«« 
ed an intercourte so churlishly supported, 
when the waggoner, easting his eyes on the 
undress uniform of the Englishman, asked, 
^in his turn, some questions as to the state of 
the English army, in terms Sufficiently techf^ 
nical to betray his experience on the subject 
to which he had so abruptly adverted. The 
conversation became interesting: it turned 
on the war in Spain, The Englishman al-* 
luded to the ** hot work*' of a particulajr 
dqy. " Were you in that engagement?" 
deiftanded the waggoner eagerly. 

*' I was wounded in it/' said the English-- 
man. 
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•^ And I/* said the Frenchman^ '^ was 
wounded in it alsa/' 

*' I WM attached to auch a divisioon/' 

^^ I commanded the battalion opposed to 
that division/' 

^' I am addressing an officer of the French 
anny then >'* said Captain ♦•♦, moving his 
hat. 

^^ I had once that honour/' answered the 
Frenchman, returning the bow ; theq, after 
a moment given to deje<;ted thoughtfukiesa^ 
he rallied from his ab8traotipn> wishfd his 
companion a good morning, and springing on 
the seat of his waggon^ cried > ^^ F^; v^/' to, 
his horsfe, and drove rapidly rcrn. Whei) 
Captain *t^ reaicbed l^ia village ino» he per^ 
ceived hi^ military acquaintance leading out 
his hortf^ to watet . He enquired of the 
au&ejtgi^e, who he was ; '^ Ah pour cilui^Id,' 
replied the innkeeper, '* c'est un de nm H^ 
cendds, c^esi k cafitaine da fif-<-^-^ un brmtt 
hemme/ e'e^tgi^anddommage/ muUvoild comme 
«ml ki chM^s dwH notre pswre France. CV« 
pendant^ diahiet fue wukifi^vomf^*'^ 



* Une quantity prod^ieuse d^offieiers sans bmjwaa wmi 
renvoyfe du serpice, et uiis kh deou-eolde ; landig qu'on 
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The agricultural surface of France is 
divided into what is called, in the language 
of the country, " lepays de grande, et de petite 
culture/' In the former, the size of the farms 
has been little affected by the revolution: 
the only difference that has occurred is, that 
several farms belonging to one landlord naajr ; 
have been purchased by the farmers who 
forriierly cultivated them, or by a small pro- 
prietor, whose exertions are confined to the 
ground he has bought- The possession of 
small plots of ground by the day-labourers - 
has become very frequent ; and it is sometimes 
usual in these countries to let them to the 
great farmers who are desirous of having 
them, to complete the quantity of land which 
the size of their establishment demands. 
• The' pays de petite culture is composed of 
small farms, for the cultivation of which the 
landlord finds the^ tenant in horses and 
ploughs, and divides with him the profits. 

fbrme des corps entiers des jeunes gens, a peine echapp^s 
du college. Ces jeunes gens, commandespar des'viellardft 
hors d'etat de supporter les fatigues militaires, sont in* 
stitues pour remplacer cette terrible garde imperiale, qui 
tQUJours dans Ja baetaille decida la ¥iqtoire. 
1 E^amen rapide du gouvernemint des Baurbon^'^ 
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Upon the large farms the condition of the 
tenant is very much like that* of our own 
English farmers ; and in the pay^ de petite cul^ 
ture there exists a race, long disappeared from 
England, of poor but independent yepmen^ 
who rear their families in a degree of comfort 
as perfect, as it is remote from liixury. 
The dwelling of a French farmer presents 
the same scene of rural bustle, activity, and 
industry, as is usually found in the English- 
£arm-house. The women always appear full 
of occupation and energy, and share, in 
common with their husbands, fathers^ and 
brothers, the toil and . anxiety of their con-!r 
dition.* .,i 

While we were on a visit in the canton of 
La Beauce, at the chateau D'OrsoAville, the 
seat of the marquis and marquise de Colbert 
Chabanais (and it is a delightful link 4n the 
chain of association, which leads me back to 
days so happily passed), we accompanied 



♦ " C^est un avantage- multiplie partout, depuis la 
revolution," said a French farmer to us, speaking of the 
improved state of the labourers ; ^^ que les domestiques des 
fermes et les joumaliers possedent une maison et quelques 
morceaux de terre^ en addition aux gages/*' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 pjtMjLvmir* 

la belle ck^elmnc^ the l»dy of th« casU^^ m 
a visit to » rurttl bride, tb© wife of one of 
their fanQejwtenanta. We found b«r already 
deeply engaged in aU tbe bustle of houses 
wifery, standing in tho uiid&t of a pile «f 
brown loaves^ which she was pr^puring for 
the labourers. 

'^ Vous vailA difd OQoupie iu mimgt, ma 
b&fmt Madelaine,^' said marquise de Colbert* 
as we entered. 

^^ Eh / mWy nwn Dieu^ out, M^d^we, 
pdurqvjoi paiV replied Madalaine> ahaking 
the ^ur firam what Madame de C-*^** 
ealled <^ ^n lu^e i2c^/i^/''-'-the superflooaa 
quantity of her well-plaited cloth petti-^ 
eoat well meriting the epithets Madeltlne 
tfaeu^ with etident pride in her newly ac-* 
quired opulence^ did the honours of her 
house, by requesting iia to walk into the 
grande chamhr€y or best parlour, and to leavo 
«^ la mouany"^ as site cabled the kitchen, or 
place of general reception ; where an im- 
mense marmite, bubbling over the wood fire, 
sent forth the fume of the savoury ragout 

preparing for the family supper* 

• — — "• ^-*"- — * ■ -• ■ » — " 

* It is customary, in many part? of England| to call this 
pctrt of a fiurmer's cottage <^ the house*'^ 
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La grmnde chambre exhibited one of those 
excessively high and excelleiit beds^ which 
it is the ambition of every French peasant 
to possess ; and its old brocaded hangings 
seemed to boast a nobler origin^ : th^n the 
fresh and. snowy counterpane which acooiiix' 
panied them* An armoire, antecedent (by 
its structure) to the days of Boute, held the 
bridal wardrobe, or rustic trcusseetu.^, Ma« 
delaiiiedrew our attention also to the high 
chimney«*piece, where ticked a handsonjie 
pendttk, in order to point ^ out to us her 
taste and her piety, exhibited in a pi^e of 
ornamental wax-worfc, representing two 
young lovers burning in red worsted flatnes^ 
fond and devoted as the death-*enamoiired 
martyrs of M. Chateaubriand ; ^^ Ah^ fuUIle 
est gewtile! n'esUce pas, Mesdamesf^mc'est 
wmement wne c^effure eharmanie /'' T to:^ v^as 
in this, dwelling of the fi^rmert every appear- 
ance of competency and comfort; andth4»]gh 



■ fi x »g — 



^ ^< Drotisieoth^* a partion of houae-Uiiin and ctoditt^ 
inhilD^ bri^ ^qf »U nuijka ia Ffimce brii^ as » 4owryu 

f .1 imtaii^e ibis Jarm-howe in La B^auc9> as a fair 
SiVD^ple of the iqany farpi-bouses we visited in France. In 
Norinahdy I %aw many isuperior* In Piccardy and Artois 
they were in geaefal inferior* 
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it wanted those finishing touches of neatness 
to be found in an English £strm^house, there 
was no absence of accommodation. Good 
beds^ stout furniture, well-*sashed windows, 
and spacious hearths^ secured to its inha^ 
bitants all the prime necessaries of an ha^ 
bitual dwellings which was never to be ex- 
changed for the chilling misery of a parish 
poorrhouse; except, indeed, a new order 
of things should, provide such an asylum 
against that indigence, which the increased 
taxation, and contributions levied on the 
savings of industry, for the maintenance of 
foreign troops, may draw down ufyon the 
prosperous peasantry of the land at some 
future day. 

In the course of a morning's walk in the. 
neighbourhood of the chateau D'Orsonville, 
a sudden shower of rain obliged us to take 
shebter in the cottage of ^ fermier. We 
found two young women busied in folding 
up linen of an excellent quality and colour ; 
and when we had reckoned twelve pair of 
sheets, we could not help observing they 
were rich in house-linen. ^^ Mais ce h*ht 
rien, cela,'' replied one of the girls, and took 
some pains to convince us that what we saw 
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would go but a very short way in providing 
beds for the labourers in harvest time; 
Mentioning this circumstance to Monsieur 
de C — ^ at-dinner that ddy, he assured me 
that it was not unusual for 2i\fennier to have 
one hundred and fifty pair of sheets for the 
use of his ^uaiily ; for that, in general, the 
French farmers were 9u£Bciently opulent to 
indulge in a luxury, indispensable in France 
among all .classes, good linen ajid good beds; 
Among ibis own tenantry, he added, there 
were some who were supposed to be worth 
two or three thousand pounds, English mo^ 
ney ; and* that a £ew days before, one of his 
Jermiers had given, a portion of a thousand 
Napoleons with his daughter in marriage.. - 

Such. is the condition of these small pro* 
prietors of lands, of which their fathers were 
considered the live stock, when ^^ nulieterrcj 
sans seigneur, "^^ was the maxim of the time&. 

# « # « ' # 49k «. .# .# « « « #. 

There is something exquisitely gmcious 
in the contemplation of that state of things, 
that true golden age of a country, " where 
every rood of ground njaintains its man,'* 
and ^* les petits proprietaires", of France en- 
joyed by the most numerous class of the 
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peasantry, vhetlier purchased by the s&Vingft 
of the fermut or vignermi^ or ii^hether ob«* 
taiaed in the early part of the Revblutton 
from the sale of the national dotnains^ {)re<^ 
sent a state of rural iildependence/eirt^eilieljr 
^KVouitable to the views, and highly grdttfy^ 
ing to the ^elingS of philanthropy. 

We ivere travelling to the chd^Ou of die 
of our -hospitable French friends, vherian 
ax^cident, vrhich happened to our carriage;, 
i»bliged us to itop for an hour m the little 
visage, which stands at the entrance of the 
vaAley Dorsai- We resolved to turn our 
misadventure to account, by vii^fting the 
chateau of the celebrated Madame Cbtt^« 
whichi we understood, was but at. a WoUc^iiig 
distance. She, indeed, was no Inor^l But 
the dwelling which ha&onoe been dcmsecrated 
by the residence of Gefimt, (be it pabUie, or 
hovel) is a shrine to which £he mind and 
imagmation naturally turn with pilgrim de- 
votion; and the valley of Dorsai, ifmidst 
whose shades the character of Makf^k Adel 
was created, will long preserve an interest, 
independent of its own loveliness and ro- 
mantic beauty. 

Having ordered ^^ i^e petite coUution'^ (as- 
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the tuffa^i^ called a fillei ^ veal rowsting 
at the. fir6 for tiie breakfast of actideotal 
travd tears) ^ we walked tlown towards the vt^l*- 
isyv Our steps wwe soon arrested by. the 
^ppearatice of a veay hafidsonie cbateau, 
which hung oter a pretty river, and whicli, 
as a large placard informed us» was '^ en 
venuy We asked a young pea^iEtnt {who 
was eating his ^tmti of stiw Artichokes «ind 
bread and butter at the g^tes) wlio had 
been its late owner. He answered^ ^* Le 
Marechal Arrighi^ theoousin of the Emperor^ 
Hfd^W aft escUej' and the chat6aii and grounds 
were to be sold immediately. He could 
give us no hirther information^ aiid we pro- 
ceeded on onr ramble. The sultriness of 
the weather had produced an insupport^le 
thirsty which trees bowed down with fruit 
on every side tempted u& to allay : bttt as 
this is a depredation rarely committed in 
France^ and as property of this description 
is beldsacred, in proportion as it lies exposed^ 
we thonght it, wisest to oflfer ourselves as 
purcha<seiis of the *^golden produce*' of .a 
verger^ which nearly surrounded a veiy nea^ 
cottage by the pathway^side we had acci- 
dentally putsoed/ 
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. To the threshold of a French cottage tbate 
is no barrier : it is entered xiot, indeed, 
without ceremony, for there are certain form^ 
of courtesy never dispensed with in France 
by any rank ; but it is entered by the stranger^ 
as by the neighbour^ without hesitation, in 
the certainty of a civil, if not of a cordiajl 
reception. 

We found the interior of the cottage infi- 
nitely superior to its external appearance: 
a clean and lofty bed occupied a little alcove 
in the outside room ; sonie articles of old 
china ornamented one shelf^ and a few book,s 
another; while the ^' pot aufeu" was bub- 
bling over a clear fire under '. the special su- 
perintendence of an aged dame, who received 
us very good humoredly. To our question, 
whether we could get any fruit to purchase, she 
replied ** mais tris voiontiers^tenez ;'' andsl>e 
hobbled to a little door which opened into a 
very small farm yard, where a cow, a mule, 
and a pig, were lying amicably together 
under a sort of shed, on which some flax lay 
drying in the sun—" tenez. Monsieur, et Ma^ 
dame /" '^ Y ou will have the goodness to cross 
that little basse 4:our, you will then find your- 
selves in the verger, where my son-in-law 
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t'fetfti'^fe your d6inmaW(i& ; thAy ktt bSHi fel 
^^»>k theife.'' ^e foiiha tfee ^iS^hVerr ^4 
tt^ddl^^gied Woittsin) it hi^i* ai^t^ff, tlnd^f a 
ti^ Ibdeh \Hth gH^ri-^gtsi ttf wfticK kh6 
gave ii^ Iht piilhdbr fdr th^ l^utii ot s(ii sous 
(thi-ee^feHcfe), Iskhbrtitig i)k to fill 6U^ liand- 
kferchliefe, witH teplsatfed " )>^c*iii-c» done, ne 

W^ ab^ei'ved that tb^ litU^ doiiiaih of 
Whkb sh^ V^a^ tni^tresii W& 60thpf0^d of a 
pd^giHty a ^int^y^rd, ihd It qiiantity of 
fHlit ti«^ «6d flowlsH. It wa^ a delicious 
s|X]ft, €1^ jplaeM ill i rnd^t dielicious ^itu- 
ati^h. W^ ^kted her, by Mrhat tetiutie her 
hU^Mtid h^ld ft. {^h^ r<ip1jed with viva- 
city, " mats c*est d nous ; c'est un petit pro- 
prUtaire ; tenex, void notre tnari-^'il vous ra- 
cbniera tout ga." 

" Notre mmri" tras a' tall: robust well-look- 
ihg vdfih. He ap^fi6acib£d m With d lo# 
Vbi<^cl, Alid a S]^jld^ Over hiS shbuldier. 1^6 
out questions^ repeated by his wife, he fcr 
plied with the intelligence and fratikness ]^ 
culiar to the tow^r cMmsQi FtftftCfe^ 

This little estate of dfei*' *' drpensde ierre'' 

VOL. I. D 
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bad been obtained by his father^ on the sale 
of the national domains. * He had hiofiself 
served in all the wars of the republic^ and 
under the Emperor ; but on the death of his 
father he liad left the army, and took pos- 
session of his little patrimony, for he had 
no brothers or sisters to divide it with, ac- 
cording to the new law of succession.! He 
said their chief means of subsistence arose 
from the cultivation of their vines, which 
enabled them to have ** un morceau de cochofir 
nerie, dans le pot, et un peu de vin dans h petit 
caveau ;" but he added, it required great 
industry to render their vines productive, 
during a six months* constant cultivation ; 
and that he had little hopes of deriving 



* Before the revolution, the peasant, who was not op- 
pressed by feudal tenures, and whoever could save by his 
earnings from the rapacity of taxation a little sum, raised 
himself to the dignity of a small proprietor. The pride 
which this angular and rare independence awakened was 
so great^ that the dying &ther sometimes divided the pro- 
prietorship of a single apple-tree among his sons. — On this 
subject, see Young^s Travels into France. 

t There is no primogeniture in France: all property i» 
now equally divided among the children. 
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much profit from this year, on account of 
the unparalleled humidity. of the season. 
** But what was a bad season/' he added, 
*^ to the depredation committed by foreign 
troops?— Sflfcr^," and he ground his teeth, ^' les 
coquins de Prussiem /' they drank up all tlie 
wine wherever they found it. We asked him 
whether, in some respects, the conduct of 
the Prussians was not a war of reprisals. 

^^ Comment done?'' he replied, almost jump- 
ing with a sudden fit of passion, which his 
wife endeavoured to reprove with " mats 
quelle vivaciti, mon ami/" 

'* Comment done ! une guerre de reprimillesV' 
The Prussians were the first aggressors:—^ 
^^ pourquoise friiler de nos affdires^ dansle terns 
de la revolution? sacri!'' ** But that is an 
affaire jiilie ! they came as the allies of our 
king, as our friends ; and they plundered, 
they ravaged, they destroyed, AlleZy mon^ 
sieur, allez dans la Perche, go to la Perche, to 
Sevres,* to St. Cloud, hear what husbands 
and fathers have to say there ! Ah, seigneur 



* A gentleman, whose estates lie in la Perche, assured 
me that the peasantry were with difficulty prevented from 
rising en masse against the Prussians. 

d2 
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DifM / celaftit dresfer le$ ehweus suria tk^f 
celM fait frimir r 

I obsenred, tliat> fts a soldier, ha inu»t be 
ftvare that such horro^rs wer(» the natural 
eonsequenoes df war^ under whatever colours 
it was oarritd on. ^* Si/mt" h« r^wd pe-^ 
toiantiy, ^^ pour ia gim^re ffiver^f« €?^« ^Vn- 
tendei mai$ noi amisy k» ulHisiy me^amt^ wUd 
notre r^vav^f'* On this subject it ^e^mSj 
indeed, to be the t^twh of thi^ wtHm. 

Oh, in those moments a| Rotation and 
eamage, when foreagti armies^ under the white 
standard of peace and of the QourbOfis, ra^ 
vaged the fertile plaina and Yin^M^overed hills 
of France ;r~wheii the nation sa« its(e)f the 
Tietim of that force, whieh a^ppr^ch^d its 
frontiers under the guise of amit])t**'«^^wa« there; 
no rojal arm to rush between the 9w<>rd of 
the foreigner and the life of tbf svrtflect ? Wft$ 
there no royal vo^ee to raise it» ery «f pird-^ 
tecjbion, and, Hke tbeloundf^of theSeuKbdo 
dyoasty, shout along the ch^ging lii^^, 

There is. scarcely any transition more in- 
stantaneous than the extremes of choler and 
goodrhumour in a^. irritated Freophmaa* 
The subject of our eonversatiod had thrown 
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dU llMr ^sngtf elements df €>ur miHtsry pr6> 
fvieto^ into- acHiiirtsy . Jl few^ compKnientafy 
piivas^S' on ehc beskaty of hi» Httte domaiiiv 
and the pvdbable lfBpipifies»<»€ his shn^te and 
indfmtrixMS lif«y brought b&e^ alt thtfe gaAetf, 
Mili^ttesB^, and lirbamtf of fib« FteftcJi' cba^ 
twHet. He bdWed aiut dmi>led, and said h'^ 
bad ifo rea^R to'.eomplait^ of his> lot ; Cbwt' if 
^i^ir irO«l<l go on a» they htad doi^v all 
iiif<ould W w6lt. He said he knew ns^aX otkie 
to bfe *• rf«»> jpngtm, pBP notTe fo^rnure ;*' awd; 
added, the English troops had sho^m gi?^itt 
dkiei^Ufle, aiid behaved \f ith nHieH ihore 
medevati^', ihxa^ a^y Otilef of thtf fOi<ei^r 
aittlies. 

Al^bougll he tatked with- singular' iritfelli^ 
gence on the aetuat agviea^tHral stat^ of ^^ 
ea^ton he iifhabiiedi he war l6^ s^i«^e Cb' it^ 
litfemry interests ; for' of the cellebrat^d Ma^ 
dmne de Cottin be had never heard^ Mt 
kiiew any lady «* fUi traikrim &rt«ico%f^i'* 
(■wrote- much) who- ftad-ever possessed 'a dia^- 
teftU in th&Fal!iieD'V¥sai.- Wententlofledthe' 
drcuni8tance of her uhlbrt?o«a*e' feittsteal* 
arid tover' having shot'Mtnse!^ in ti&^^roWi***' 
of hef chateau', as- an- eve»6- llfeeiy*^ to fiate= 
attraeted rUstid attefltrtidti : **Bkl thnk moti- 
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Dieu, ouil** replied his wife, ^^ jemerappeUe 
de cela^'* and she pointed out to us a chateau 
in the distance, where a gentleman shot him- 
self, in consequence of suspecting the attach- 
inent of his wife for his own particular friend. 
For this information she was, I thought, 
reproved by her husband with a delicacy 
rather beyond the ordinary tone of rustic 
feeling : /* Ma femme^ c^est inconcevabie, tu 
vas Jaire courir une histoire comme cela I une 
affaire de famille ! ji done, qu'est-ce que ^a fe 
regarded 

< The wife stood abashed ; and the chateau 
of the suicide husband not being the chateau 
we sought, we were obliged to return to our 
inn in the village, much pleased with having 
thus accidentally lighted on one of those little 
proprietors, whose means of subsistence and 
happy independence lie within the compass 
of a^ few roods cultivated by their own hands, 
and whose condition has arisen out of the 
fermentation of revolutionary conflict.— 
'* Misery,'' said a French gentleman to me, 
speaking of the severity of the season, and the 
depredation of the troops, '^ misery already 
attacks us, and presents a prospect of its in- 
crease, by the four years* contributions we 
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have yet to pay you •/' mak encore elle n'at-^ 
teint presque pas r habitant de campagne^ qui est 
genSralement devenu proprietaire. 

When the late Emperor of France re- 
turned to his palace of the Bourbon Elysee, 
immediately after his defeat at Waterloo, he 
continued many hours without taking any- 
refreshment. One of the grooms of the cham- 
ber ventured to serve up some geiSe de bouii" 
ion, and some coffee, in his cabinet, by the 
hands of a child ,^ a sort of page, whom 
Napoleon had occasionally distinguished by 
his notice. The Emperor sat motionless, 
with his hands spread upon his eyes. The 
child stood patiently before him, gazing with 
infantine curiosity on an image, . which pre- 
sented so strong a contrast to his own figure 
of simplicity and peace; at last the little 
attendant, presenting his tray, exclaimed, in 
the familiarity of an age which knows so 
little distinctions, *^ Mangez^en, Sire, celavous 
fera du bienV^ The Emperor looked at him, 
andl asked, *' N'es-tupas de GenesseV (a vil- 
lage near Paris) . ' ' Non, Sire^je suis de Pierre^ 
jite*' '^ (M tes parens ont une chaumi^re^ 
et quelques arpens de terre ?*' ** Out, Sire.'* 
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V(«s styi, even tih<e% ]KiR»aPT Q< th^ ?r^i^ 
and King of It^ly.^ 

' Tuirgot, whose pvofound gsniua eKtoo^ed 
ta every )»ranch of hfuiaaa kiiotiirii^ge, wlnoi, 
at tjaebead of a ministry, proin^^ted. ()1»& 
p^Qciplea of a philosopher^ ^ndaaid^ ^^Lefc 
raaakindbe free, and. let eaok conntsy w^foy* 
the peculiar advantages bestowed 00. hn* l^ 
nature,"~-Turgot encouraged agricultuire^asr 
the best iq^aps of eAsunngtbis pisosperify of 
JEj^rance; a^^d brought to< tbe a»idj ami deiw** 
lopmeot o£ hi». great views ail that Fraiide 
then boasted o£ ^nius a«d acquiretodtit. 
But w^ile it ww tbe gloiy o£the.uiifortiiiiaube 
Loms^XVI. tQ. have rwed such a man. to 
the mini&tryi» it was bis. we^^liaifiss and> hsft 
misfortune tx) have, saof ifiaed bimt to. the 
intcigues o£ ths^t^self-intQriestedraad priArili^ed 
class^ wbicb hupried on alike tbeiruin of tiie 
sovereign and, of '^e state ; and the enlayj^d 
views o£ Ums great qian foe the agcicultiirat 



^ This little anecdete is copied firom a journal, supposed 
to be written by om of l^poI^nVsefietaneB, called.. 
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vly^h. ]iiier pfos|k|<|ily' p^QuJj^irtrjr dQ|>«iiMJ4» 
y^ ^, |b^ -w^fi^^ 0( a. prof(9^<»ecL ^S)^ 9i»$l 

]|if§ ^i^i^ii^peculkkrlj chesokig aad pkt 
tuc^sqi)^ ;. 4p4 thous^ every ecmntry^ lowst 
d^RQite i)b96llti»ibp8if»tpiiiVS]ikiS, w:hifi)iaiie>in^ft 
^ptQ4: ^ i^; ii»tttM adi^ntages^ 3!«t tfas 

hieiQ^Qf the .pb«ilMl<tjutopi3t^ iii9ftge$t iiifinitj^y 
inom m^sm9-nt, to i^» fac^togsi, th%n caoi be 
sltppli&d; bpri tM. 4et»^k( q£' eoomwre^ an(( 
8i0fn«£u;ti«»Q. I%irt^ itb« moa^^re 9^> aqutdif} 
p((^{»|]<»|ian MfjMch m»ri»t amiidiit:<)lgie nosooafi 
Tj^JSPlinsjoj^ tfeft iijin?* 0^ (kafi3&wb1ib&>confiBeH 

ing between the extremes .c^vaiLtjQjiddntea^ 
p^vaom? atad ^k^. nuMiaUor dad pbysically 
d^>a9^, ti)H;h^e}«)g»:tneajwitkr disgust 'and 
CQi»qeli9@m)<iMi} > whil$» ij^. is* imf(wii^e(tiat- tf> 
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envy a country whose population is invited, 
by a bounteous and prodigal soil, to devote 
its energies to the service of nature, even 
though that country be less great, less opu- 
lent, than our own. It is impossible to travel 
any distance in France, without being struck 
with the picturesque scenes which continually 
present themselves. In the south, and among 
the heights called " hs petit es Alpes^'' between 
Lyons and Geneva, a family of two or three 
generations may frequently be seen issuing 
forth from the cottage of the patriarchal 
sire, with the first rays of tlie morning ;— 
the old dames, to cull the grasses and nutri- 
tive herbs for their cows ; the younger ontfs, 
to share the labours of the field or vineyard, 
with their brothers, husbands, or lovers, 
under the watchful eye of the guardian 
father ; while the boys and girls lead forth 
their sheep from the nightly fold, and the 
younger urchins take the reins of govern- 
ment over large flocks of turkeys, arid ruk 
the politics of the poultry yard, with well- 
sustained authority. 

In the course of our several little joumies 
from our head-quarters at Paris, we fre- 
quently stopped to talk to the shepherds who 
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present themselves by. the roadside, to salute 
travellers as they pass, and whom we found 
useful to our course through those miserable 
cross roads, which usually lead to the gentii- 
hommiire, or chateau, buried deep in some 
sequestered copse, and accessible only by 
paths, narrow aiid diifficult as those to heaven. 
The modem French shepherd, more 
characterised by the grotesque thaii the 
picturesque, has nothing in his appearance 
of the ** hergerie sentimenfaie/' represented 
in the landscapes of Louis XI Vth's day--.no 
crook wreathed with flowers, nor jacket 
couieur de rose ; but his large straw hat, which 
shades out the sun; his stout frieze coat, which 
preserves him against the cold ; his leathern 
belt, long staff, and scrip, seem all well 
suited to meet the necessities of his condi- 
tion ; while his little portable habitation^ 
which he wheels about from scite to scite, as 
the wind blows or the sun shines, and his 
faithful dog, with the merry, though not 
very musical tone of his sheep-bells, com- 
plete a picture not without its merits, even to 
the eye of an artist or a poet. Speaking in a^ 
jargon not always very easily understood, he' 
never fails, when addressed, *' d' avoir Vhon-^ 
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a loir how) ^^ bon voyage d maicme at mcm^ 
murJ' Frai^ocintlr)^ thej fallowed as: tx>' repeat 
thritf instructibfiSi^ relative to ** lu^ mic^mns> 
chamms'" -we haui to enconuvter ; a»d tikcy 
always exhibited: in t\mr mapmef tiie kinil^ 
ness.o£ nature^ misxed vribh the G0iinkes;p q6 
civilkatiidti.. 

fit ift a sangulkr ciMumstanae; tbsLt^ tiie* 
Iktkr pTOfmietors of: a. iim orpensdB teme^dki 
not: evieo^ }tet cultivate^ pashusge for theifr 
cofws^;. and' this, negligeiiicev tUsi wmmiiit o# 
thttin ajncient bad\8jrstent; o# f2iraiiiiig», peopte^ 
tiie>v«ilkd and&sdd&osi Sundays aiid*k)lid%(s^ 
\rith grofups Qffgirbijaiid<womeB,.empioy«dfm^ 
cttttibg gcasBC^i wtttli ^hids thejt fill the littfet 
baskets hao^mg oHibbeic arms. Itisjthus a< 
weekly provisioiiiid'imde fan the oow^ whick 
i$. but aocasioQftlbf reka»d: £^o« ito coojp- 
fioemBnt, aod: peimiiitted tot raxge tlw iuMi 
under the guiditfKtfi.'Qf aboyoF gtnUloaidaag^it 
Hy a Y&jpSL E.v»B}^pett9antt has* some liitie 
IJbWsloQk: SaoRir^aflre witHoutaicowv awAita»ffc' 
ar^ usuall^iiddkd: aopo^^ nmkx^ on assy aacordk* 
lag ta t^: circunidtaiieesofi ttoef proprietor. 
T&Qre ave, o£' Qousse^/maaji among timse: 
smatt fainweiB and owaoft^olii*^ j»*i«i^^^^ 
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faires/' who have not etioogh land to find 
entire occupation lor a plough and team ; and 
an arrangement is often made among a little 
knot of neighliours, to maintain among them 
the plough as common property, trhile each 
supplies a horse or mule for the general service. 
Thus the same attelage answers the purposes 
of ail. It sometimes, however, happens that 
among these independent lords of an acre, 
some are so little favoured by fortune, stt to 
be unable to join even these small and ac^ 
commodating agricultural firms; atid then 
the proprietor is seen trailing a sort of 
ploughing machine, resembling a harrow^ 
over his small territory, with the aid of one 
poor donkey, the scrub of the larm. Still, 
however, this man is an independent pro*, 
prietor. The little spot of earth he labours 
is his own : the portion of grain he sows 
he wtU reap: his children will eat of the 
ftiiit of the tree hrs hand has planted : and 
while this modicum of land preserves him 
and his family in independence, while every 
I)article of the soil is turned to its utmost 
account, and yields triple produce from what 
it formerly did, in less interested bands> the 
frugal savmgs of laborious industry 40 a(Dt go 
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to feed thc5 rapacity of the tythe-proctor, to 
meet the vexatious call of rack-rents, or to 
pay for air and light, the inheritance of the 
'•^ very commoners of nature/' The French 
peasant has not to encounter any one of the 
many evils that press upon the neck of the 
Irish peasantry, and the imposts which ren- 
dered unavailing the industry of his fathers, 
the corvie, the gabelle, the taille, now scare 
him no longer, even in his dreams. His time, 
his labour are his own ; and the spot to 
which he devotes them is a land of promise, 
to which the light of liberty first directed 
Jiim- 

But beside the vineyard or the field, there 
is another branch of industry and profit in 
their rural economy, which engrosses much of 
their attention, and contributes infinitely to 
their amusement and gratification — a gar- 
den ! Every French peasant has a garden. 
It is an arrangement both of necessity and of 
enjoyment, with which they never dispense* 

There was a day in France, when flowers 
seemed only to breathe their odours for no- 
ble senses, or to expand their beauties to 
carpet the steps of royalty : the road was 
strewed with jonquils, over which Louis XIV. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PEASANTRY. 47 

passed^ on his celebrated visit to Chan- 
tilly ;* and Madame de Montespan hid 
out the unseemly earth, which nourished 
her orange groves at her ** A rmida palace*' 
of Ciignyy with the rarest plants. The 
finest flowers in France are now to be found 
in the peasants' gardens — the native rose de 
Provence, the stranger rose of India, entwine 
their blossoms and grow together amidst the 
rich foliage of the vine, which scales the 
gable, and creeps along the roof of the cot- 
tage. I have §een a French peasant as 
proud of his tulips, as any stockjobber-florist 
of Amsterdam ; and heard him, talk of his 
carnations, as if he had been the soW posses- 
sor of the ** semper augustus/' Oh ! when shall 
I behold, near the peasant's hovel in my own 
country, other flowers than the bearded 
thistle, which there waves its '* lonely head/' 
and scatters its down upon every passing 
blast;, or the scentless shamrock, the un- 
profitable blossom of the soil, which. creeps 

* Le roi y doit aller le 24°^*- de cemois; il y sera un 
jour entier—jamais il ne s'est fait tant de depense au 
triiomphe des empereurs, quil y en aum \k. II y aura 
pour mille icus de jonquUUs. Juge^ a proportion.--** 
Leilres de Seoigni^ vol. i. 
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to hid fcrdddgn up&n, and h gathei^ only tb 
be plunged iti the inebriating drtiUght, cotti- 
mettKit^ting atihually the fatal illusions df 
thfe {>feople, And drtowhihg in the same tide of 
ttlfeidness theit emblfehis arid theifr wlx>hgs.* 

Flowers are not dttly A luxury to the 
l^rfenth peasant : they are a eommodity of pro-* 
fit: they Supply the markets of all the town^ 
in France: and every British traVteller is 
aware what a profusion Of violet* and lilies 
of the valley ate obtained f6r a few sous at 
every village ; and what ptfetty bouquets are 
tos^^ iftto the carriage WihdoitS, as it rolls 
tetpi&\y Ofi, at the risk of hot bfeihg paid for, 
while the little pviesteiftte of flora Oflter theii^ 
gratuitous prayer of '' hon voyage'* FloWei^s, 
inideed, seem aft oniversal pasJsion of the na* 
tion ; and the pretty trllag* of Tdntenhy^kki^-^ 
resi^ derives its naftrd froAd hs abundant 
produce of *' the queeh Of floWerS/' an^ fjfom 
ris aftttfent pfivifege 0^ ftrrnisJhlftg toses to 
the court and the parliatiiitot ; for, uttder th* 
old regime, in the moiith of May, ^^efiptein 



* It ik an fliilmni cmtom in Irdaiid to drown tM ehMi^ 
rock iftwUiky, on St. PatritkVda^r, a festiVal cottimi^nlO^ 
rated by every species of barbarous revelry. 
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parkmenf.'' Each peer and magistrate re^^ 
iSeived in his turn a bouquet of roses. But 
'^Fontenay aux roses'' pbssess^ a cde^ 
brtty beyond what its flowers bestow, .It 
was here, in the pretty maison dephimnce of 
Mr. S-^--^.-, that the illustrious and uor 
for ttttiate Condorcet took shelter a shoxt 
time before his death. Fearing, however, i^ 
risk the safety of his fbiend^ the unhappy 
idctim of a sanguinary democracy again 
torHtxkktiC^A his perilous wandering ; was 
observed, seized, swallowed poisom, and died 
in a ditch,* on the road which leads from 
Fontenay to Paris. 

Notwithstanding the quantity of vegetar 
bles raised in the wrger, the consumption 



* HfeLving tmndered for n cotiMdemjl^le > time in the 
woods, the exhaustion of hunger and fatigue uiged him 
to seek refreshment in a little cabaret^ by the road side. 
Forgetful of his disguise, and assumed character of a 
livery servant, while his omelette was in preparation, he 
took from his poeket an Horace, and began to read. This 
drcumstance exciting suspicion, he was immediately ar- 
rested, Condorcet, as Voltaire has testified, was a man of 
the highest powers: and the purity of. his views and the 
elevation of his character ar^ still attested by ail that i^ 
liberal in France* 

VOL. I. S 
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of this article is so considerable /in every 
family, that the good dame who loads heic 
mule or ass with panniers of cheese or but- 
ter for the market, generally brings th^m 
back filled with '' des legumes*'.: for the tablew 
Another source of industry and profit to the 
peasantry is the bee-hive. Honey is much 
used in France : and .this branch of rural 
economy is cultivated to a great extent; 
and in the Orieanois, with a peculiar inger 
nuity worth recording. When ** the flowers 
hang down their heads to die/' and their 
honied essence has been completely rifled 
by these little brigands of nature, the hive 
is carefully wrapped up in linen cloths, 
and the whole busy state is thus transported 
to the confines of the noble forest of Orleans, 
where the morning sun, and the luxuriant 
blossoms of the wild heath, peculiarly fine in 
that district, open a new source of wat/s and 
means to some noisy, bustling, little Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, who, having run 
through the whole string of usual expedi- 
ency, avails himself of the supplies, which 
others have accidently presented, and prides 
himself on results, for which he had made no 
provision. On the banks of the LoiiTe^also, 
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this transplantation of old dynasties into the 
refreshing regions of new realms, is frequent- 
ly effected with great success/ by a similar 
process. 

The condition of almost every peasant per- 
mitting him to cany on a little pastoral com- 
merce with the great town of his commune, 
Ifrom some one branch or other of his rural 
economy, there are few scenes more cheering 
or animated than that presented along the 
noble roads that lead to the great towns, on 
a market day. Such a scene I witnessed on 
an early spring morning, in passing between 
the little village of Samer (where we. had 
slept, and which we found garrisoned with 
British troops) to Montreuil, to which the 
sentimental topography of Sterne has given 
a distinction far beyond what he himself as- 
cribes to it, in Uie map of France.* 

A champaign country is always favourable 
to pastoral groupings : that before us was 
such as Gainsborough would have selected 
for one of his charming landscapes. The 



* " There^s not a town in all i^rance, which, in my 
opinion, looks better in the inap than Montreuil," &c.— 
T^Jsiram Shandy, toL iii. 

e2 
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silvery hue of the atmosphere, which cbarac* 
terizes the morniDg light of an early spring 
day> harmonised with the light handling of 
the trees just bursting into foliage, and 
among the rural multitude which nioved 
along the road towards the same point, there 
were many forms marked by that elegant 
rusticity and historic character, attributed 
to th^ figures of Fousstn, and which gave bis 
landscapes much interest; while the strength 
Itnd grotesque rudeness of others presented 
the humorous: origtnab of the Flemish school 
in all their breadth and coarseness. Boys and 
girls, with that graceful lightness and flexibi*- 
lityof fignre and motion peculiar to the 
French youth> skipped along the road side; 
others carefully led on the mule or ass, on 
which their grandmother, poised between 
her panniers, displayed all the finery of her 
** habit de f^U^ The old men, with long 
staffs and immense : cocked bats, walked 
stoutly on, and led or drove the teams,, carts, 
and waggons, which filled the road on every 
side. All was sound, and motion, and bustle, 
and business ; and the bells festened to , the 
showy worsted head-pfeces of the mules and 
horses kept merry time. to the whole ani-^ 
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mated scene; Tirhile baskets of violets and 
lily of the valley» on their way to the market 
ef Montreuil^ perfumed the air with all thd 
odour of a full-»blown summer. 

I know not what motive, for it certainly 
could not be compassion, had induced the 
sturdy driver of one of the many open cAa- 
rettes^ which for a time kept pace with our 
carriage, to admit into his rustic vehicle, 
along with his dame and demoiselles, two or 
three British soldiers : but the combination 
and contrast of this group was admiral;>le. 
The military uniform, the military air, the 
£j[iglidh physiognomy, with a certain mecha- 
nical immobility of the well-drilled counter 
nances (which had so long obeyed the com- 
mand of •'Eyes right,*' and ''Eyes left/' 
that every feature had been disciplined by 
beat of drum), presented the strongest con- 
trast to the figures and faces of their compa- 
aions ; whose ever-shifting expression almost 
distorted intelligence to grimace, and whose 
violence of gesture received relief from the 
automaton-movements of their military com- 
panions. A cold, solemn-looking English 
sergeant was giving a sort of lethargized 
attention (while he smoked a long German 
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pipe) to the details which the elder dame 
wais communicating, unconscious, perhaps, 
that he did not understand a word she utter*- 
ed : while a spruce Irish corporal, who- as- 
sured us, when we spoke to him at the bar- 
rier of Montreuil, that he felt '* quite agreea^ 
bie in France,'* was endeavouring to make 
himself so to a round-faced black-eyed little 
demoiselle, who sat beside him, and who was 
running over the little coquetteries, in a lan-^ 
guage which nature has rendered a mother--* 
tongue all the world over ; a tongue which 
Pat, whatever may have been his deficiency 
in the language of the country, seemed per-% 
fectly to understand. 

In this singular and intimate association 
of the natives of two countries, so long op-^ 
posed by 

" Contumelious, btestly, mad-braiu'd war," 

there was something extremely gracious to 
the feelings ; and the horrible and sanguinary 
details which filled up the interval from the 
moment the British troops first entered 
France, were all forgotten in the contempla* 
tion of this little scene of reciprocal good- 
will. The English soldier no longer tracked 
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his progress with bloody nor carried desola- 
tion to the hearth of the French peasant: the 
French peasant no longer fletd in fear, nor 
execrated in indignation the ** armipotent 
soldier'' of ^ rival country. Oh, why 
sbiould nations, so closely associated by na- 
tural position, be ever opposed in sanguinary 
conflict; and, assisting the wild ambition of 
their. riflers, discover too late that they are 
but the dupes of their own national prejudice, 
the victims of a policy which works on them 
for its owJn* views! 

I fear, however, that this little scene waa 
rsU;her a rare than a just sample of the ihter«« 
course aod confidence,'which subsist between 
the peasant class of -France and their allied 
eonquerors. Whatever public spirit is to be 
found in France, must not be sought for in 
her capital, but. in her provinces ; and a 
peasantry whose substahce is hourly drained 
by contributions and taxation, cannot be ex-, 
pected to look with much confidence and 
good-will on those, who have been the cause 
of these multiplied evils. 
' A few mites from Montreuil oiir postillion 
stopped his horses, and turning back his head; 
asked, with a grin of intreaty, *^ Monsieur^ 
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permettra^Uil d Madame de monter derriire Id 
voitiire?'^ and he pointed to a smart girl, whd 
had run panting beside our caliche for same 
paces. Maxlame thanked us with a low curt^ 
sey for our permission, and thanked us a^aiit 
when she alighted at the barrier of Mon- 
tretiil. We entered into conversation, while 
the commisiaire was looking at our passport* 
She was an inhabitant of Samer. I askeB 
her whether the £ngHsh troops did not make! 
her little town very gay } ** bien k contraire^*^ 
she answered, with a significant shake of her 
head ; •' c'esi d^une trUtesse k fane moutii-p* 
for there were wo ** bah bourgeois'* I en- 
quired the reason. ♦* OA, par exemple, le$ 
hmnites fiUes n^aimeni pa» se prisenter decani 
Ids militairei itrahgersJ* For this piece of vil^ 
lage prudery, however, she would assign no 
reason but *^ eh f maUy quevoulez-vousT* and 
thoee broken interjections and accompanying 
shrugs of the shoulders, which in France 
mean everything, or nothing, just as they 
are taken. 

When: Arthur Young travelled through 
Francey itt 1789, he observed that not only 
cottager, but weU«built houses, were without 
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gfes$ wifldcNrsi and had no other light than 
iH^hat theid^or admitted. This tnle^ model 
erf >tLti Irish ieabin would now, I beUdve^ 
s^aVO^lJ^'^ift'fbtttid iti an^f part of IVance^ not 
efeh iii^ the north] where the peasantry are in 
a les6 '{yro^perous c6nditiOii thdn elseviihieve; 
Th6r^ is; in the wliole appftarknce of m eX'* 
cftlletat^fthgllshtcottagev an kir of indescribable 
cbttlfert-l, asortof picturesque neatness that 
goes beyond' the Ime of toiere cleanliness 
and acconiihodation, <and which speaks as 
:toucb to the.eyek>f tafcte^ as to the feelings of 
philanthropy. To this chiaracter the French 
habitatiotks, as faras my observation extends^ 
do not attain; although I heard much of 
the flat- roofed cottages of Quercy, and of 
the exterior neatness and interior comfort of 
the peasant residence in the south • The 
nearest approach to English comfort, which 
we saw, was in Normandy, where the com- 
pact buildings, composed of brick, inter* 
spersbd with transverse beams painted black, 
and deeply buried in their ** bouquet d'arbres,*^ 
or knots of fruit and forest trees, strongly 
resemble the farming tenements of Stafford** 
shire and Shropshire* » 

The ^modern French cottages, however, 
are strong,- and wiir built ; and are covered 
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with a thatch peculiarly excelknt^f add per- 
fectly adapted to render their loit» :w»rmt 
9Pd\to k-epeL the inclemency of ihntit aeirete 
winters. Th6irchinime&are^ellC(HMftti|r|^ted» 
Uieir windows neatly sashed^ and their ;doo» 
well hung: the latter^ I observedi :Hfei:e ge? 
neially kept shut. The floor is aln^)ist unit- 
versally of clay> beaten dowxj' tP the c^pir 
sistency of stone. In the ^' grfindechav^re^'' 
or interior room^ on which the prosperous 
owner displays his refinement and taste^ tl^re. 
is occasionally to be found a plancher\ o^ 
boarded floor. The ordinary cottage is^ for 
the most part, divided into two apiartments : 
the common room^ which serves as kitchen^ 
and a better apartment, in which the best 
bed and best furniture are placed. The lofts 
afford good sleeping rooms for the servants 
and younger part of the family. Every cot- 
tage has its little hasse^-cour, its piggery, and 
cow;-shed ; and too many exhibit their high 
estiniation of a good fumicr, by accumu-» 
lating the manure, which is to enrich their 
little demesne, nearly opposite to their 
doors. 

One of the first objects with a French pea- 
sant, when he becomes master of a cottage, 
is to furnish it with an excellent bed. This 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



peasaktry; 69 

luxury is carried to such an excess^ that iu 
many provinces, and in the west )par€iculaHy, 
they ascend their beds by steps. Not tb hare 
a lofty bed is a sign of poverty, bdth iii t^te 
and in circumstances, which all are anxious 
to avoid ; and to meet the *^ qu^en dna-UbnT' 
of the commune y on this subject, the sump- 
tuousness of this piece of furniture is jpro- 
cured at the expense of other comfbrts, or 
sometimes even of necessaries. In this ar- 
ticle, at least, the peasantry are wonder- 
fully improved, since the ** beau sidcle of 
Louis XIV /' that golden age, which all 
^^ royaiistes purs'* wish to see restored* In 
the best aera of that prosperous reign, when 
Madame de Sevign^ arrived at an inn, kept 
by a peasant, near the town of Nantes, she 
found only straw to lie on ; and she describes 
it as a place ^' plus pauvre, plus misSrable 
qu'on ne peut le reprisenter; nous rCy avons 
trouvi que de la paille fraichey sur quoi nous 
avons tous couchd, sans nous deshahiller^" and 
this was in the most splendid reign that 
France ever witnessed ; and this was in the 
very provinces, in which the peasant is now 
such a coxcomb, that he ascends his bed by 
steps. 
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I have frequently reckoned three or four 
beds under the same roof, generally placed 
in a little recess in the wall, and hung irith 
faded tapestry^ or curtains of tarnished da^ 
mask) the second-hand finery of somey>^joi^f 
of the nearest great town, whose stores are 
even still but too well supplied from the 
spoils of revolutionary depredation. 

Whatever spiritual grace may exist in the 
fiamily of a French peasant, will be found ex-^* 
hibited in ^* the outward and visible signs,*' 
which decorate the bed's head. There hangs 
the pdnitiery with its holy water, a sort of 
domestic altar. There too is frequently sus^^ 
pended some thrice-blessed relic, which; 
though it may have lost much of its miracu- 
lous efficacy, preserves its station ; there alscf 
a maimed virgin, or headless saint, which 
infidelity has neglected, or time dismem-^ 
bered, still remains at least for ornament, if 
not for use. I have fi'equently observed, 
that the bed oijavotte^ under her straw roof, 
and the bed of the petite maitresse of Paris, 
were precisely on the same model, each ex- 
hibiting her stock of vanity and superstition^ 
in an article the least calculated for the dis- 
play of either. 
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■ The pendule, or time-Jpiece, which nearly 
excited an insurrectioti ia id Btetagne^ when 
introduced into that harassed pmvince, in 
ilie days of Louis XI Vv (as being some pcnr<- 
tentous engine of the gctbeilej, is now not 
only an ornament, but an indispeneible piece 
of furniture^ and is to be -foond ii^ erery bet^ 
ter sort of cottage. Those, so much in use 
among the peasantry of! the souths aoe ikbri- 
Gated in the Jura^ or the Vosge^ and are pur^ 
chased at a very moderate praod. To; count 
time by its artificial>dirisio»s> Ss the resource 
t>f inanity. The unoccupied ignbrancd of 
the very lowly, and the inisvitable .enumi ctf 
the very elevated^ alike find their account 
in consultations with. a time^^pieoe. It is in 
the hour--glass of energy^ Mid of . occupation, 
that the sand is always fimnd lyitig neglected 
at the bottom. i • . 

One of our most liberal and most recent 
£nglish travellers in Fxancb, Mr^Beskbeitk^ 
describes in his brief journal a Fnehch pea*- 
«ant, eating with a silver fork ; and lobsearv- 
ed that we never stopp^ even at the pooi^e&t 
Mtelerie^ on the Oross< roads, or in the smaUt- 
est village (wbicfe we frequently did, as much 
io talk to the host as^ to obtain refreshment) » 
tbat we had not our &uit and ftoimgt de 
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reckon served with massy silver forks ^d 
spoons. Indeed, with those few exceptions, 
which must be every where found to aris^ 
out of the peculiar circumstances of indivi-*- 
dual misfortune, the French cottage always 
indicates the dwelling of a thriving and pros- 
perous population. 

I have often heard it remarked by English 
travellers, who had visited France before the 
revolution, that the peasantry were, at that 
period, as dishonest as they were necessitous, 
and yielded to temptations of theft the mOre 
readily, as the. severity of the punishment 
universally prevented prosecution. This 
branch of morals, which depends so much 
more upon the condition of those who yiolate 
or respect it, than upon any abstract princi* 
pie, is necessarily improved in France with 
the amended state of the lower classes^ Mo- 
rals are inevitably bettered by the compe- 
tency which excludes temptation; and pro- 
perty, universally if not equally diffused, be- 
gets a respect for property, seconded by that* 
law of self-pneservation, which imposes the 
necessity of ^ ^/ doing as we would be done 
by .'^ In this respect I have heard it allowed, 
even by the most exaggerated royalists, that 
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>ihe loFer classes in France ace infinitely; imr 
proved, both in the: towns; andi country : slnd 
therai^ty of executions; in France for crimes 
of .dit^onesty, forms a singular contrast to 
their, melancholy frequency in England^ . I 
neoi^mber our having ajightedifrotn our earr 
xiage to spare its springs in a sort of ^* crack- 
skuUrconimon road/' thW wound through a 
.wilderness .of firuit- trees, . which might: hav£ 
passed for the original Eden, and which. pre- 
.'Seotfed such itemptationa to ihe.lips of the 
traveller, as. she,. ,''. whofor an.a^j^le damned 
4amnkind/\w!cxisld have found irresistible. I 
^ttdfied a boy » who with a little commde was 
lying reading under one of these prolific treea^ 
(Whether I might take an apple :. he replied 
jizboUy, ^^ cela^ne me regarde j^a5;—Tthey are 
.not mine/! *< But you sometinies help your- 
self, X dare, say/' He raised, his heac}, and 
Jooking.at me with aid esipressipn of humom>- 
iOU$ sircasm« 'he replied, ? Vousivotiiez-dir^, 
YOL$^i$.i n^eatrQd pas, Madame? Non; Mad^m^, 
Al vemtrfmmxbm dwmmde^y que de se'faire vet- 
leur, pour une pomme.^' I know not whether 
: this little anecdote be aay illuiitration of the 
rustic .morals of the country; but I s^w i^o- 
, thing, during Jiiyuresideuce in Ftance, th?»t 
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cottlcl itkluce me to coiisider it as a ra^e 6t 
splendid instaiice of probitjr. A ln6re re^ 
markable instancie^ in point with tlie present 
subject, occurred to an Irish friend. He was 
leaving Paris during the reign of terror^ and 
dropped down the Seine in a small hoBJbf 
which j list contained himself and hi$ baggage* 
Within a mile of the town be was hailed by 
a bifn citoi^tn,' who mistook hiitn for a v' diputi, 
^m ^itoit ivddi avic de T^r delaripabUfuef^ 
aiid .was forced to land. After it had been 
determined )>y the mob that it would not be 
right to kill him without examination^ be was 
dragged away to the main decomtmme, whisre 
he was detained nearly an hour^ before he 
^oatd show his passports, and be admitted to 
proceed. - Yet on his return to his boat, he 
found biS'goldo-headed cane, silver saucepan, 
'b^gdge, evety thing in short, in tUttu quc^ 
irithoUt'ilijury, and witboutiviolation. £vea 
th^n the lowei^ classes began to feel tbey 
^had a character to support, and guilty 6f 
trime, they alr^dy disdained the vices of 
slaves;^ " ' ^^ ^ .•; • 

Sobriety li a constitutiohal virtue with the 
French \ and drunkenness a vice strictly con- 
fined to the very refuse of/the very lowest 
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orders, which always infest great and popu* 
lous cities.^ I reoiember asking an old fe- 
male peasant, in Ptcardy» whether les banne$ 
mires du viilage were ever guilty, of this fail^ 
iag ? SJbe replied with indignation i^^^'Dame/ 
€Uf$ Sfiroient ckMskes 4f Hotre commf/km.^^ 

The thin light wndupajfs is the tahle-drink 
of the poorest peasantry ; and there are few 
so poor, as not to have a little store of supe-> 
rior quality in the petit caveau^ or cellar, to 
oelebrate the many ^^festins,*' which enjoy- 
ment steals from labour, under the sanctified 
terms of epochs and commemorations* 

To estimate the virtue of temperance, in 
the lower classes of any nation, it is neces- 
sary, perhaps,, to have lived in a country so 
conditioned, that drunkenness becomesalmost 
a venial resource against inevitable misery — 
where the policy, by which the land is ruled, 
exhibits' such a complete tissue of error, both 
in its legislation and administration, that 
much of its jpower is derived from the perpe- 
tuation of a vice, which keeps the people 
degraded, and at the same time pours money 
into the exchequer. 

. . " ' . L " '" ■■■ j '' ." '^ " ' « - ' ' ■■■'■■ i. ■ ■ .IP w t . ■ » 

* The military, however, drink fireely. 
VOL. I. F 
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♦ ♦*«♦♦♦♦ #»«» «#> 

The modes of eveiy-day life in France, 
even among the peasantry and lowest classesi, 
are powerfully influenced by the happy and 
genial temperament of the people. And 
though the peasantry are not without a cer- 
tain hrusquerie of manner, arising out of their 
condition, it is tempered by a courtesy, which 
indicates an intuitive urbanity, beyond the 
reach of art to teach, or the means of cun- 
ning to acquire ; and it explains what Ciaesar 
meant, when he declared, he found the Gauls 
'^ the politest barbarians he had conquered J' 
There is, however, among the peiasantry of the 
present day, as among all the lower classes, 
a certain tone of independence,* which 
almost seems to claim equality with the 
superior person they address, and. which is 
evidently tinged with the republican hue, so 
universally adopted during the revolution, 
A French peasant, meeting his brother pea- 
sant, takes off his hat, witli the air of a petif-^ 

* When Napoleon, in one of his harangues to the peo<i 
pie, addressed the peasantry by the term '^ pajfsansy^^ it 
gave general umbrage, as if the same term had been given 
to the yeomanry of England* He accordingly took care noi 
Co repeat ife 
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m4ftre; and I have seen two labourers argue 
the ceremonies of their bare-headed saluta^ 
tion, with as many stipulations as would go 
to a treaty of peace. 

*' Mais monsieur, mon ami, couvrez-vous, je 
vous en prie/' — " JSA, mais vous, monsieur, 
parbleu / si vous Fordonnez ; Id.'' — And both, 
with a bow and a scrape, after a few more 
compliments, resume their hats and their 
conversation together. Equally polite to 
his superior, but not less independent in his 
manner than when addressing his equal, 
" fhomme du peuple" now looks " Fhomme 
comme il fauf full in the face, when he ad- 
dresses him ; and there is indeed a mixture 
of intelligence and frankness in his manner, 
extremely pleasant. to witness, and at once 
fpreign from familiarity and meanness. Oh ! 
in listening to their sensible questions, and 
frank replies, how often, and how unavoid- 
ably, have I contrasted their deportment 
with, that -of the peasantry of my own coun- 
try, where a whole population seem con- 
deihjied to exhibit, in their unregulated con- 
duct and manners, the extremes of lawless 
resistance, and of groveling servility ;— where 
he, who for some trifling benefit to-day kneels 

f2 
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in the dtist at your feet, in exaggerated gra- 
"titude, with *' l&ng may you reign ! may yon 
have a happy death !" (for power and death are 
familiar images to the Irish mind) WHl, 
perhaps, to-morrow, in the midnight meet- 
ings of his wretched hovel, in the desperation 
of poverty and inebriety, plan the yioMiott 
of your property, or the destruction df yb«r 
life. Slave of his passions, and victim of' his 
Vrongs ; in good or ill, equally governed by 
their tyranny, he re-adts upon the 'policy 
which made hiin what he is, with a feithful, 
but fi-ightful infeuenee. 
♦ *'*•*♦♦♦*»"•••■ 
The dobestic manners of the Frendh pea- 
santry, li1i!e their domestic affections, are 
mild and Warm ; and the possessive pronoun, 
which denotes the strong binding interest of 
^Y<fperty in the' object to which it is attached, 
IS pi/ofusefy given to all the endearing ties of 
kindred. " Notre mart," or inore frequently 
" m'remaitrd," is ih.e term which the wife 
liks, ^hen sneaking of or to her husband ; 
a;ftd the adjectives oV*hdn" or '' petit, "^ ari 



• Tbeip fiimily endeannente are the same among the fitat 
as among the lower classes, and the ifiminutiVe " petUe^ 
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gefterally attached to every member of the 
family, according to their raak, or age. 
The grandsire is always *^ le bon papa^'* and 
all sisters and brothers are " petite'* and 
'' petit r 

During my most pleasant residence at the 
Chateau D'OrsonviUe, I remember one morn- 
ing accompanying Mad. de C-— in a walk 
into the village, to visit an ancient vigneroriy 
who had, in his youth, been a gardener in 
the femily, and who was now a sort of little 
propriitaire^ cultivating his own petite terre^ 
^d supporting a family of three g^ierations, 
by its prpduce. 

^ Th<e cottage of this little landholder wa* 
in(^losed within u lov mud wall, immediately 
opposite to it ; aad within the same court 
was the smaller cottage of his son's family, 
A flower knot, in which we found the old 
man lyorking, although it was Sunday^ was 
the ornament of both* " Bon jour, pere Ma^ 
rin,** said Madame de C-~-, as we entered 
jkhe wicket gate. ^^ Bon jour, mademoiselle ^^ 
returned pire Marin, throwing aside hif 



is ^ven to the daughter or sister ^f a duke, as in the &• 
mily of A pe^isant* 
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spade, and approaching us with a low bow, 
not ungracefully performed for a man of 
years. '^ Et, la bonne femmeV asked Ma- 
dame de C . 

^' La voildy notrefemme^'' replied pere Ma-- 
tin, pointing to the cottage — " Elk apprend 
d notre petit bon homme d prier k bon Dieu ;'* 
and, in fact, we found notre petit bon homme, 
a fine boy of four years old, on his knees 
before his ancient grandmother. She arose 
at our entrance, and replacing her missal 
and beads on a shelf, which contained some, 
gardeners* calendars, and an old volume of 
Bossuet, welcomed us with great courtesy. 
Madame de C---^-^ enquired for all the mem- 
bers of het family (and she asked for each 
by their name) : the old woman replied, '^pour 
notre Jihy il est alU s^igayer au jeu de ba^ue, 
au chdteau — ^et notre bru, elle est aupris du 
herceau de notre petite ^ petite} et pour ie petit 
hon homme, le voildy le 'Coild, le magot/^^ 

"Madame de Chabanais asked " le magot,'* 
whether he would accompany hgr back to 
the chateau. — *' Maistris volontiers*' here- 
plied, and nodding to his grandfether and 
grandmother, he added, ^^ aditUy notre bon 
papa ; adieu, noire bonne maman ; adieu^ ma^ 
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many* to his young mother, who was seated 
jat the door of her cottage, rocking the cra- 
dle of an infant child, and engaged in making 
a shirt for her husband. - 

The peasantry submit with difficulty torthe 
.^lii^i of idleness, imposed on them by the 
new regulations, which enforce the strict 
observance of the sabbath-^~an observance 
unknown in most Catholic countries. 

Before I take leave of the family oinotre btm 
pere Murin^ I must notice an incident, which 
struck me forcibly. The book-^shelf of the 
graudfitther was filled with books of devotioa 
arid agriculture. The books on the shelves, in 
the son's cottage, (which were pretty nume- 
rous) consisted of some odd volumes of Vol- 
taire, Moli^re, Rousseau, and la Bruy^re. I 
asked the young woman, whether her husband 
read much ? She said, r always when he had 
time. After we had walked in pere Marin's 
garden, yrhich was large and well stocked, he 
hobbled after me with some fine carnations^ 
apologizing that his grapes were not ripe. I 
have preserved these flowers ; for I know na 
specimen in the hortus siccus of Linnaeus more 
precious, than the flowers gathered fron* 
among the cabbages of a peasant's garden^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



72 PBASANTRV* 

I obsetved in the cottage ofk pire Marin^ 
as indeed I did wherever I had an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with the French pea- 
santry, a primitive simplicity of manner^ 
united to natural quickness and evident ten- 
dency to a sort of quaint humour. In Au- 
vergne, la Bretagne, and the Bearnois, I am 
told this is particularly observable j and that 
among these truly pastoral people the subject 
of many modem idylliums may be foiind, 
not less touching or less naive thian the an- 
cient. Nor, indeed, are the Theocriti and 
Sannazaris of the Thiatres des Vaudevilles^ et 
de la VarUtiy unfaithful to their originals; 
though, perhaps, they do not always take 
the most poetical view of their subjects. 

The tu-toyer has tlo eqwvalent in the pri-»- 
mitive thee and thou oi the English transla- 
tion. The tu^toyer uhiversalin France, in 
all the intercourse of friendship and intimacy, 
is always used among the peasants, except 
to their superiors, to whom, during the re- 
volution, it was also applied in the then 
reigning grammar of French equality. ^^ Id 
on se tU'toif' was frequently seen written over 
the doors of the public bureaux. Perhaps it 
was a remains of the rastic education, re- 
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. ceived by the royal mountaineer, Henry IV. 
which made him not only tn^-toyer his wife^ 
as he called his queen, but his ministers of 
states-**- 

<< Je bois a toU Sully, 

MaiBfdiftilli: 

Je devois dire a wmsy adorable duchesse ! 

Pour boire a vos appas, 

Faut mettre chapeau bas." 

. By this little chanson d boircy the tu and tot 
were even then evidently deemed vulgarisms, 
which offended the pride of tk^e haughty Du-» 
ches^ de Sully, whom the royal poet dignifies 
with the stately pronoun " vous " I have 
heard Napolecm's roturier origin quoted by 
fberoyaUstes pun, as explaining the Vulgar 
circumst^ce of his using the " tu-toyer'' to 
the daughter of the Cctsars, who, however, 
was so little hurt by the coarse familiarity, 
as to call the Emp^of of the French ftnd 
King of Italy, in return, '^mdn petit ratpn/'' . 

All the ties of kindred are peculiarly 
sacred among the French peasantry; and 
parental feelings are so strong as/tp hav^ 
given rise to a custom, which, » however 
touching, in a pdstoral tale, would perhaps, 
in real life, be more " honored in the breach 
than the observance/* 
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When the aged parent beholds, the pros- 
pects of life closing dimly on his view, he 
endeavours to catch one parting ray from 
its sinking sun, by an act, which rallies all 
the best feelings of humanity to the heart. 
He gives up his all to his children, and 
throws himself on their generosity and gra- 
titude for future comfort, maintenance, and 
support. He thus affords them the oppor- 
tunity of repaying the cares he lavished on 
their helpless state, by consigning his feeble- 
ness to their protection : and as he is led 
from the cottage of one child to that of 
another, his arrival and departure awaken 
all that yet remains vital at the heart of 
the old sire, and renew emotions, which 
usually slumber or die in the independent 
selfishness, by which the egotism of age 
excludes itself from gratuitous kindness. 

This imprudent, but benevolent, custom 
of an affectionate and primitive people (for 
the French peasants are extremely j^rimiVive), 
is sometimes, though very rarely, a test of 
human virtue too much for the proof, and 
evinces in the father's wrongs " how much 
sh^^rper than a serpent's tooth is an un- 
grateful child." The destitute and ill-re- 
quited parent may sometimes appeal to 
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the friend's protection, or the stranger^s 
sympathy, and cry, in the affecting words 
of Lear : " / gave them ally It is delight- 
ful, however, to believe, what I was constantly 
assured, that such instances of turpitude 
are very rare ; and that splendid examples 
of filial devotion and filial gratitude are of 
every-day occurrence. A peasant fetther, 
who had thus generously, but incautiously, 
distributed his little property, during his 
life*-time, among his children, was met by a 
lieighbour, as he was returning froin his first 
visit to the house of his son— ** EA ; cofw- 
ment vous ont^ils reguf" asked his friend; 
^^ Comme leur enfant I" was the touching 
reply. 

Oh! blessed be the roof which shelters 
the aged parent's head from the last rough 
i^hocks of tiiiie and of adversity I — ^beneath 
whose shed love repays all that love be- 
stowed I— where the cradle of reposing age 
is gently rocked by filial hands ; and where 
the lajit look of life falls on objects, which 
render even its last moments precious ! • • 
' Iri this act of confidence and generosity, 
the liervants of the family are never for- 
gotten. And they, in retxum, when they dife 
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(jliildleas, bequeath thqir saviags to some of 
the children of the family, with whom they 
acquired it. The tie between the servaijt 
^d master, in the peasant regime, is also 
cemented by> some of the kindliest feelings, 
oi which human nature is susceptible. 

Aaa^ng the Protestants of Saintonge, the 
favourite domestic is chosen to answer for 
^enfant de ia famille^ at the baptismal font; 
and this religious alliance inspires the most 
devoted attachment, on the part of the ser- 
vant, to the young master. Stilly however, 
the farmer who marries the ^^ dofnestique^*\ 
as the feioialiB servant is called in the rustic 
minage, is lOst foK ever to all respectability 
in his commune. This aristocratic horxoi^ 
of a mis^allianc^^ so strange in a primitive 
peasantry, doubtless has its origin in some 
did prejudice, which h?^; eftpaped beyond the 
ipecords of traditionary lore. 

There is, among the lower classes of the 
French, a species of native humour, whicb^ 
t(^uaint and simple, occasionally furnishes 
little comic scenes of an almiost 4ramatic 
effect, in their daily intercourse. I re- 
member seeing an old voittmer ii^dulgipg 
his humourous disposition, at the expense 
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of the solemnity of the stately commts^aire 
of the harrHre St. Denis, with ati accom- 
panying grifflace and posture <3[uite indcf- 
scribfeible. Hfe was driving his little vdhicle 
•darfelessly ^long, singing to a grbti^ of pea- 
sant girls, whom he was conveying to Parii^, 

" Qui veut savoir rhistoire endure 
De Mam'selle Manon, la couturi^re/' 

^F(0frte|ia5'^6^por#/*— -demanded the commit 
*«f**a,*i— a \A% stately-looking military man, 
with only one leg. The old «?diWmr looked 
jhim fiill in tlie ^sice; then recommencing 
^^ q^^eut's^voir, ^c. 8fc,^' was driving on, 
Whwn the dt^mmiiBairty furioiis at this want of 
tfespe^t'to the dignity of his olBSce, seized 
the reiAs of thfe sorry horae, with a volley cxf 
tmptefeations,^ terminating his anathemas 
with ^* toftepasse^port, cu vous n^y paisepBf 
pas 4^ *^ Comment, diable, jen'y passeraipas?^ 
repeated the voiturier, starting from his seat 
in a passion ; " un passe-pori pour mes quatre 
puceUesV^ pointing to the girls, '* faut^ilfaire 
piagt pour des denre^s tclles que celA f Va-t'^oh 
Qctroyer les puceHesf Diable emporte Pdme de 
mon cbien, si f^n comprende un mot^i £boi1«^ 
iene%, momieurU'^'^que imilez^tausfaireiv0gc^c€s 
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quatre pucdlesV^ The rage and impatienp€ 
of the commiisaire was now at its height, 
when the old voiturier, haying indulged his 
.humour, showed his passportjt and cooly 
taking up his song of ^^ Mam*selle Manon, la 

coutnriere^^^ drove on, ' ' . r 

# # # 4» « # • 4» # « « • ♦ 

An elegant and modern biographer of 
Madame de Maintenon* observes, that in 
the " beau ^Uck'^ of Lotljs XJV. '' ies efjprits^ 
etoient sovmis d Id religion,, comp^c d^ ^^p?- 
natque.'' And Madame de Maintenojti herself 
declares, that some of the gay young mpn 
of the most tiresome court in Europfs >^ere, 
" plains de gmndes impiitds, et de sentimans 
dHngratitude, envdrs le rQi*\ While it was 
thus the fashion . of that piou^ day^ to cpn- 
found the soyjereigti aiid the Deity, and to 
pon&ider.the Icing J>9th as the. *' law and the 
prophets," in th^ purlieus of his own court f, 

' ■ ' ■ ' ' ' — '■■■' . ' ■ ' ' ' I ■ ; ' ' " "' ■' ■' ' ' ■ ^ i ," t ■ III 

. ♦/Mad". Luaid, 

t '^ Dieu m'a fait la grace, madame, (says the feeble 
Racine to Mad. de Maintenon), en q^uelle compagnie 
que je me sois trouve, de ne jamais rougir de Tevangile, 
ni du roi." And yet this divinity died, alike hated and 
despised^ left almo^ alon)e for three dayd on his death* 
bed^ abandoned by his wife and his confessor.--His death 
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the peasantry, removed from the immediate 
presence of this human divinity, had but 
very loose ideas of a religion , which was 
taught by priests, who, Madame Mainteiion 
declares, in one of her confidential letters^ 
•* knew no niore than themselves," adding-^- 
** ils ne songent qu'd parer lipurs iglises; ceufi 
qui sont plus iclairis, songent d biett prSeher; 
€t ieurs hrehis ignorent tout.^ 

To this testimony of the state of religion, 
.among the Catholic peasantry of France, 
given by the exterminator of the Plrotes- 
tants, it is curious to add an anecdote of 
the dark ignorance of the peasantry of La 
Bretagne, on subjects of religious import- 



.was celebrated by rejoicings, which reached from the 
capital to the place of sepulture; and the remains of Louis 
the Great were carried through' hy^^ways totheir long'home, 
to arcMd the indignation of a people, from whom he had 
only extorted blood and . tears, and who, long opposing 
itself to the adulation of a corrupt court, had already 
changed the epithet of ^^ It grand'* into that of ^< mauvais 

, Racine^ who associates the king and the gospel so in** 
timateiy, in his &miliar letters, in his work on the Porte 
Royal, talks of the great designs' oJT Ood on Ai mkre 
Agnti. Such ^wi the intellectual ^oXSyr^ of the autbpr ^f 
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ance, and carelessly related by oae^ who 
cites it ajs a trait of humour, rather to be 
laughed at, than to be deplored ; and whoAe 
evidence upon all cotemporary 8iil]()ectA majr 
•be fairly admitted. 

-• ^^ Pour La Mousse/^ (says Mad. de Se^ 
vignS, speakingiof the abb^ of that nankr), 
:^^ Ilfmt des catichhmeSy le$ fites et dimanches^ 
V autre jour il interrogeoit les peiits enfam^ et 
4SLpri$ plusieurs queaians, Us confandirehf le 
tout ensemble y de sorte que^ venant d leurde^ 
^nandery qui itoit la vieroe, ih repondirmt 
tous, i^un apris Puutre, que c^itoit le caB4^ 

TiBUR DU CtEL ET DE LA TERRS ! II fl^ 

fut point ibranliy par les petks enfans ; mab 
wyant que des hommes et des Jemmes, et meme 
desviellards^ disoient la m6me chose, il fut per* 
-suade, et se rendit d r opinion commune T' 

If, therefore, in the latter days of Louia 
ItlV. when religion under the king and 
Madame de Maintenon had become 2i fashion 
among all classes, cotemporary writers as-* 
sert that the peasantry in the provinces, old 
*an4 young, believed God the Creator, and 
^the Virgin Mary, to be one and the same 
.perium, it m^y be presumed that the cause 
of faith Was not much bettered, under the 
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tevgciB of the infidel • regent, attd his profit- 
^te ward. It may also be inferred that the 
Cardinals du Bois^ la Faris, de Tencins, an^ 
de Fleuris, those Mascarilles of church and 
state, who governed both by such tricks and 
subtleties, as were worthy only of the valetsf 
and buffos of the vicious Italian drama,t di<f 
libt, by their example and conduct, enlighten 
the" doctrine or improve the lives of the sub- 
altern clergy, over whom they ruled. 

It is the feshion to declaim, however, 
against the deciine of religion iii France, in the 
present day, and, comparing it to its former 
state und€fr the old riegime, to lament it hais so 
little influence over the peasantty, and lower 
ordfers. But what was the religion, whose 
^' decUne^^ is thus lamented ? What was its 
influence on a people, buried in the grossest 
superstition and darkest ignorance > While it 
permitted its ministers to mingle in the in- 
trigues, and foment tlie disunions of all the 
fouits in Ei^tope, and to countenance the 



♦ Tke devout Mad. de Pardbirt endeavoured ta court 
tl^e regenf^d fkvOur, liy affecting mMAitj. ^^ Tu a beam 
fairt^ said the tegent, smiling, <' in seras sautte.^^ 

t See the M6moir€i Sicrets of the reign of JLouis XV« 
VOL* !• G 
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vices of the most licentious of its courts >>*-•. 
while it induced the King of France to com* 
promise matters with his conscience, by 
sending away his mistresses in Lent, and by 
taking them back at Easter 1 1 !• and enabled 
him to quiet his death-bed fears^ by laying 
his enormities oh the shoulders of his con- 
fessor ; t lending its sanction to any vice rich 

* Between the exhortations of her confessor, andtho9« 
of Mad. de Maintenon, Mad., de Montespan was in- 
duced to quit the king in the semaine sainie* Bossuet 
also preached to the king the necessity of giving up his' 
mistress, but the ^^ semaine sainte^^ being over; Bossuet 
and Mad. de Maintenon, who had other views for the 
royal penitent, beheld with mortification the return of 
the mistress to Versailles, *' plus triomphante et plus 
iclaiante de heauti^ qtCon ne ravoit jamais «i/r." It wa4, 
however, the queen who prevailed upon the fiiir peRitent 
to return to Versailles, and it was the minister of iitate^ 
Ijouvois, who, says Mad. de Maintenon, a m6nag6 une 
Ute^^HlteJ*^ Wliat a combination, and what a picture! 

+ The ferocious confessor of Louis XIV. the Jesuit 
Jje Tellier, the persecutor of all that was good and illus-^ 
tiious in that day, and who. united in l\is views and.ia-9 
trigues the Pope and the King of France, stood beside 
the bed of the dying king, who>0(tid to him, " Je 'oous 
rends respansable devani DieUy mon pire^ de toutes Us 
tiQlences que vous m*avez ordannSes" — Quere.^ Did he 
accept the responsibility ? — See Mad* de JHfaitUenon'^, 
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enough* to purchase its indulgences^* and 
forwarding any views that promised to i^epoy 
the compliance of its ministqrs^ was its in^ 
fiuence to be commended ^ and its corrup* 
tions passed over. 

.When the events of the revolution took 
their re-action upon all the errors of the 
state, whi.ch they overturned, it was natural 
for the disciples of ignoranqe . and supei-' 
stition to deny principles, when they lost 
sight of forms ; and it belonged to the im- 
mediate descendants of those, who declared. 



* It was the confessor of Mad. de Maintenon, who« 
quieted her scruples about living with the king's mistresses,, 
receiving. the addresses of a married man^ and assisting at 
the orgies, which went under the name of media niche^ 
<* // ffdlQU que Dieu, (says Mad. de Maintenon) eUt 
donni des grandes tumiires a VAbb6 Goblin^ pour qu^U 
prii surliii de decider^ avec toute Vautoritd d*un ap6lre^q^€ 
je devois r ester a la cour. J^ exposal tout a ce saini hamtp^, 
qui persist a a nCordbnrier d^y demeurer.^* 

The immorality of all this is nothing to' the odious and 
canting hypocrisy of the shrewd and strong-minded woman, 
who never could have believed that God inspired her con- 
fessor with the force of an apostle, to order her to join the. 
midnight revels of the king, which assembled ^11 that was; 
most profligate and parasitical in his court. It was this 
perimsaioa to assist at these suppei-s, that M. de Main« 
tenon asked, when she said, ^^j' exposal tout^ &c« &c. s 

g2 
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God and the Virgin to be one and the tam€ 
person^ to pronounce in their impiotis folly, 
that there was no God, to-day, and to vote 
km into emstencCf to-mbrfow. For impiety 
thusdaring and extravagant; was the natural 
re-action of superstition thus dai-k and lu- 
dicrous. 

Amidst all the absurdities, however, which 
during the revolution attended the tempo- 
fttry abolition of Catholicism, it is mos| 
certain that it then received a shock, which 
in France can never, and will never be re 
paired. Among the peasant class, this shock 
ba» been more or less resisted, according to 
the force on which it had to act. In the 
west it was remotely felt. In la Vendie^ 
wl^ere the thre^ thousand nuns apd priests » 
in their pontificals, had been seen in the fear 
of the royal army, raising the crucifilc with 
the bayonet, and lighting the torch of civil 
contentioUi at the lamp of faith, catbolictsn^ 
still iind$ her altars Unimpaired. In igatiy 
parts of the south a simple, and primitive 
people, who have always substituted habits 
for principles, and presented a rich iioil ta 
fanaticism in the ardor of temperament, stiU 
cling to the religion, and superstition of 
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their fathers. After the abolition of the 
priesthood,, and when in tdiese provinces 
there were no ministers to officiate, the pea« 
santry were seen assembling m the dilapi--' 
dated churcb^s, and chaiinted the offi<;e^ an4 
celebrated the mass, with as much £etith and 
unction, as if they had been paid for their 
$a:Tices, or looked to being rewarded with 
the produce of the ^m4. It is however 9 
singular factj udiversally known, that while 
they thus devoutly clung to the cross^ they 
professed abliorrence to its ministers^ and 
dreaded the return of the curis^ or mcars^ 
who long before tiie revolution had forfeited 
all claim to their respect^ by the undis^ 
guised profligacy of their lives^ and had rea* 
dered themselves eminently obnoxious bji 
their increasing exactions, under the sano^ 
tion of the dim^. 

** As long as I can reniember,"~-said a 
gentleman to me in Paris, who was a native 
of the south of France, — *^ as long as I can 
remember, enfant de pritre was a term of 
reprobation among us, given pnly to the 
most abject arul degraded/^ In the mid-- 
laod pfovkices^ in the north, and north-east 
#f the kingdom, the catholic religion still 
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retains its forms ; and its rites, now severely 
enforced, are duly performed, though, ge^' 
rtemlly speaking, coldly and partially at- 
tended to, while the increase of the priest-r 
hood, both in number and influence, is uni*^ 
verSally looked on with fear and horror. 

The public mind in France has made a 
bold and vigorous spiring, in proportion to 
fhe tension, which had so long restrained its 
force : and even the peasantry, generally 
speaking, are as averse to fanaticism, and as 
alive to the absurdities of popular supersti- 
tion, as the most enlightened class of yeo- 
manry in England, while it is obvious to all 
who converse with them on such topics, that 
they are infinitely more tolerant. They de- 
Jnand no master-cast in faith and doctrine ; 
they cry not for exclusive distinctions and 
unshared privileges. ^^ Liberty of conscience 
for all men^^' appears the first article in their 
creed, and safety from sectarian persecution, 
their prayer for others, aiid for themselves, 
This bles.^ed privilege, the birthright of mail, 
they enjoyed to the fullest extent, under the 
splendid despotism of that ♦singular person, 
whom they raised to the government of their 
nation, and whom they never would hav^ 
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abandoned/ had not their love of constitu- 
tional liberty been keener than their love 
of national glory. They submitted to change^ 
only because they hoped for amelioration. 

Buonaparte, who hiad made his unrestricted 
power the pioneer' to any despotism which 
might succeed his own, was well aware that 
catliblicism was the fit religion for a despot ; 
and that there was no instance of any 
country in Europe, where freedom and ca^ 
tholicism dwelt together. He therefore built 
up her ruined temples, and raised her pros- 
trate standard ; but he made her impotent 
in her influence, and powerless in her 
agency. He held the chief of her church 
in ^* durance vile -/^ he sheathed her blood- 
stained sword in a scabbard of peace, nor 
suffered the embers of her niartyr-fires to be 
again rekindled. '* Shorn of her beams/' 
this once powerful ruler of the human mind, 
could no longer incarcerate in dungeons, 
bum at the stake, nor torture on the wheel. 
Retaining her title of sovereignty, without 
one particle of its power, she ** held a barren 
sceptre,^' and imaged the future destiny of 
him, who, in his isle of tocks, reigned only 
over a few willing subjects, by the ties of 
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ancient babitad6s> ancient Bi^ciimm^ 904 
aocieat prejudices* 

In reviving the order of the prieisthooql^ 
he rendered them depend^t <hi ^M istnte^ 
^d thus deprived titero of ^11 t^wpwftUn- 
Auenee^ He restored »o oppressive lyth^i 
lor their maiatrniance ; he permitted no 
enormous revenue?, for their extravagaaoe; 
he gave them iio special exemptioni^ sknt 
exclusive privile^; and his estiip^ate of 
Iheir utility and jrnfluence was curiously 
marked^ in the well-known circumstance of 
las having assigned the $aine revenue to 
the Archbishop of Paris, as to his own maitre 
4e chapeUe. Thus the fruits of that once 
powerful ^ee, the object of ambiti^ to the 
lUnstrious Noailles and l»ughty IJarlays^ 
exceeded in nothing the revenue of the 
composer of Eifrida, and the *' Zingari en 
Jiera.''* 

The Catholic religidn, therefore, as re- 
vived in France, was a state religion^ 
landing its seal to. civil forms, and a^iisg 
^the :weight of its venerable character to the 



* The inoompamble JhttiskfSXoy mtAlre de chapdk to 
4he Siiipenir^. 
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iu>v«ilty of political tostitiilee. Alik^.fiid^ 
from persecution, or disunion, it left ewik 
mm .U> 1(hfi ^isHate^ of bis own eotisei^i^ce, 
^ihfi. <:Qnvictit>n of his own mind. It toletr 
nkMa^U pt)«er sects, while to its own fi^itbAiI 
fMUierents ijb presented P.U it had ever pQSf 
se^i^d of heneficfint aad good. It had stiU 
pow^r to cQiMloJe» l?ut it was: np lQftfer<»^ 
p^Me of p^f^ecution* J,t opened its boof. 
^^ated t^ftip^ for the«r<K«ofu of the dfir 
y<oujt; 1><^ It preseift^ no ps^eant stiovt 
for thfe aiiiM^einest Of the idle> nor wM It 
:l»iight to recall, to the gen^a^tion of the 
weteentb <2entury, fldl tbo^ was ludii^roiift 
^uod pr9:^u)e> in the barbarioitts iii\ipei«lit)Q|«» 
i9l tiie foiirteeoth. 

The tcstovation of the m^^ny reHgioiv 
pifooessionM, which h«^e taken plaee sim^ 
ifhe Mum of X^uia XVIII. is a sohjeet 
of univ^nial disgust and densioA to aU 
classes in his dominions, with, the ex^p* 
taon of . those, whose ioterefik it is to 
(Qountenanqe them ; and the sarcasma which 
X heard. leyeUed t^inst these oeEemoaiest. 
eyeb hy jthe. manu. pfufk, during two.jScmf 
4ays that X ttfsvttd ^ tl^f^^mu^ ifkBa;^ 
wece quite sufficMBt to.cooraioe.iae» tbalin 
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Fl^nce^ tis Soignereile fmys, ^^ on a changi 
iomcelaJ"' 

Thefite^dieu is one of the most soleifnti 
end splendid festivals in the Roman cl^u^cli^, 
and its preparations and rehearsals occfn-^ 
pied and thronged the streets of Paris, for 
«ome days before the great performance 
took place. In every direction crowds of 
workmen^ carpenters, upholsterers, and 
-gardeners were seen fitting up the repesoirs, 
or temporary chapels, before which the jmto- 
4ie£tsion was to halt, where the host was to 
be elevated, and a short Service performed. 
These reposoirs weve generally placed before 
the porte^cothire, or gateway of some public 
building. There was one before the prison 
of I'Abbaye, and another before the palais 
de justice-. But that which struck me most 
for its splendor and its extreme research, 
was before the portals of the minister of 
police, M. de Gaze ; and, I believe, raised 
under his own immediate direction. It was 
a sort of alcove, open to the street, and in 
^& whole arrangement something like one of 
those decorated recesses, in which Cohmbine, 
jitandio^ .on one leg upon a ped^al, first 
presents hersel£to the cha^rmed eyes of Hat^ 
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lequin, in our Christmas pantomimes. Thf$ 
hallowed structure was lined and hurtg with 
different coloured velvets and sliowy silks, 
trimmed with gold fringe, and artificial 
flowers, decorated with prints and roses^ 
with relies and toys, with crowns of thorns, 
and fleurs de lis. The high altar^ raised 
above many richly carpeted steps^ was the 
centre of all that was most precious in piety 
and taste, covered with baskets of exotics 
and silver candlesticks, with fruit in wax- 
\^rork, and saints in or molu, and exhibiting 
to the eyes of faith and loyalty, a Christ on a 
crucifix, and a plaster bust of Louis XVII !• 
both fresh and new, and done expressly for 
the occasion. 

Wheii I passed by this reposoivy at 
a late hour on the eve of the festival, the 
workmen were finishing it by candle and 
lamp light.-"^^ Quelle ddpense,'^ said my 
husband to a gentleman, who was talk- 
ing to us, at the window of our carriage. 
f' Et pour quelle bftise !" answered the driver 
of a cabriolet, who had stopped his little 
vehicle to gaze on the; reposoir. As we 
lived near the Abbaye St. Germain, in 
which parish one of the fitst Sunday pro* 
pessions took plaee^ we were awakened with 
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the dawa on the precediag morning, by th^ 
t^ise of hammering, and the tingling of 
Ims^^^ and on walking out we found the 
bouses of e¥ery street^ throu^ which the 
procession w^is to pass, bedecked and onia-> 
mented according to the ability or tajste of 
the owner ; for, bon grcy mai gri^ every one 
was^ obliged to contribute to the show of the 
day, though few had any recollection, hom 
fhe thing y>as got up upon foroier occasions^ 
. During the; preceding day, the streets-pas-* 
senger ran the risk of suffocation by the 
<l^u3t of ages;, which was shaken out of car^ 
pc^9, tjtpqstry^ and blankets, at every door; 
all in preparation for '' la derniire r^pititum** 
The poverty of some of these decorationSj 
and the incongruity of others ; the brilliant 
colours of the pew Gobelin tapestry, the faded 
hues of the old ; the simple white sheet, 
{fmtc de mieux) or thread-bare blanket, 
(f^ute de tout J gave a sort of rag-fair ap* 
pearance to the noble fauxbourg St. €rer- 
fnaini> which not even the many pictures and 
biMdbs of the Kii^ and the Virgin, profusely 
4i&tributed among the '' shreds and patches^^ 
«f piety, could relieve or dignify. When the 
pro€e9siiQiit» wirth its dtamatis persona, ap- 
peeked, cdli thm scenery and machinery lo^ 
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its attraction, and tire actors tfiemselves^ tdok 
exclusive hold of our breathless attention. 
Of the two proccsrsions wbichr I wltnessedv 
^hat struck me most in the first was the ran- 
guards a little boy of four years' o\d, dressed 
in regimentalsi who I thought at first vrm 
meant tx) be a caricature of Buonaparte, bu§ 
who, a pious old lady assured me, :represent^ 
ed St. John the Baptist. What interested 
me in the second was, that the reat was com-* 
posed of the royal femily, andM. Chateau- 
briand t The procession of the Jite^tSeu 
was preceded arid announced by a very fine 
band of music, a«d passed through the centre 
of the streets, which on each side were filled! 
With a multitude of people, curioiis to see a 
spectacle so* long denied them. Then fol- 
lowed, in order; the servants of the house 
de Montmorenci, in their singular and rich' 
liveries, and'sdme of the domestics * of the 
royal establishment. The confraternity of 

♦ It is an old custom of state and piety in France, fbi: 
the noblesse to ^nd their servants to these procesBioAs^ 
and tbn&k fo Aow' off theur litoties* and dewtioQ at th^ 
flame, time^i , ^^ Que f^pns^ws d4 m$ dsfneaUq^ei c^ 
cai(tne .'*' said a fiiir piretist^ who was lameatjiiig; that thei:e. 
were no processions, " Nous les ferons jcHneri'' was the 
reply of her equally pious friend/ 
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the rosanry (above a hundred females), aH 
atthred in white, crowned with lilies, iialf 
veiled, and. carrying wax tapers, succeeded 
to the lackies and valets de charabre, and 
were followed by the '* catechistes/' or young 
females admitted recently to confirmation, 
all in. the same vestal hoe, even to their 
shoes. Among these latter I beheld, to my 
astonishment, the noble daughters of the H^ 
lustrious lK>use de Montmorenciy accompanied 
by their ^ioxxs Jemmes de chambrey all chaunt^ 
ing hymns, '^ avec ieurs voixpures et virginaies^'* 
like the fair chorussers in '' Esther,^' at Str 
Cyr. The choir succeeded, consisting of a 
Dumber of stout young priestlings, recently^ 
initiated, dressed in white robes, and flinging 
their massive silver censers in th^ air, while 
clouds of frankincense and myrrh rose with 
loud hosannahs to the skies, and others flung 
rose-leaves; from ornamented baskets, be-- 
neath their feet. 

This solemn act was perfornied every 
ten minutes, the whole corps dramatique 
stopping short, turning round, and bow- 
ing profoundly to the dais y or canopy, which 
folliDWed close behind, and which contain-^ 
ed the holy mystery of the hosty lying on* 
skcushipn of crimson aiid gold ! The rfa?> 
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was composed of, four short trapsverse poles^ 
something like a bier^ or a child's gO'^cqrti 
surmounted with a splendid canopy, undec 
which two prelates, in grand pontificals^ ^hft 
carried the host, walked with a motion irre- 
gular and slow as the first tottering steps, of 
infancy, an irregularity, cpmmunicated, by « 
want of uniformity in the movement, of 
those, who carried thq poles of the.^ai^., Oa 
either side of the sanctum sanctorum walked 
some oi the peors of France and . cordon^ 
bleusy all bare-headed, ^pd in. full costume^ 
accompanied by the mqires of the arrondisr 
semens. Immediately behind the tabernacle^ 
with eyes up-turned and elevated head, ap* 
peftred M. Chateaubriand, tlije ^^ philosQpheri 
of the, desert ^*^ in blue and silver. .The. wholes 
was closed with a troop of soldiers, and in* 
the neighbourhood ,of NQtre Dame the, cor-, 
tege of tl^e fete^dieu yf^ ennobled and en-; 
larged by the presence of royalty. i^tsejf! 
V There the Count d'Artois, the Due and Du-^ 
chesse d'Angouleme,and theDuc andDuchesse, 
de Beiti, joined the pious train, with unco^ 
Vered heads, and carrying wa:?^ tapers. Thricc?^ 
they thus paced ^h^ iioly wundsof Notre 
JDumeyfith royal pil^riui steps^i^tp the delight 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9^ wikiAif'iiiti 

rf <{he ^iotis, and to the hmvtitiiieiit 6t thd¥ 
kss^ devout snlgects; -who thus saw the heacb 
of tite state leridiijg their powerful sanction 
4o'f6niis and custbtna, which reason and opi^ 
iSibrf hsld long cbnsigned to oblivion; who 
thifs' beheld' tile dkys of the vow-making 
Eoiiis^X'fir. ind'of thepioite revdker of the 
edict of Nantz again restoiied, and the pro- 
gi^tfss of illumination checked by the ord- 
nismces and example of the government. 

AV &r as my observations went, as I niixetf 
artibttg the ptbttiiscilons crowd, pretty gene- 
tA\ly, the feeliiigs efxcited by this parade of- 
rci3ratl piety arid fkntastic devotion, were not 
universally those of edififcation or applause. 
^^ On a beau /^re,^' said a woman, as she 
kneelfed down beside me while the hast passed 
by. ** Ceia ne tiendra pas^'* humnied a man, 
who resumed his hat and wip^d the dust crfF 
his knees, when the procession was gone. 
'' Ah! la vilaine /einme /* exclaimed a 
French lady of my acqtraintaitce, irhont I 
recognized iti the crowd, and who^ pointing 
out her (dhtier Jenime de chambte^ demurely 
ch'aunting' in the clrorus of the confraternity; 
^llispered'me; ^Ahf ma cMre, cette femme' 
ne in^ap^i Idiitfi nft fAbr^ea» de dentelk; c^est 
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la plus grande voleuse, et la plus grdnde tra-- 
tassiere du monde : cependant elle contrefatt la 
ddvote, dans nos nouveautis religieuses. Ah! la 
vilaine femme /" and shie repeated her excla^ 
mation^ as the pious purloiner of lace passed 
close by her, " Voyez done notre grand int'^ 
hicille de maire*' said a pretty bourgeoises 
pinching the arm of the youth she was lean- 
ing on^ as the maires des arrondissemens 
passed by ; while a man, whose appearance 
was not much above that of a water-carrier, 
observed aloud, as he stumbled over a ArweeA- 
ing old fooman : • ' Sacri / sHls veulent prier 
Dieu, qu'ils prient dans leur 6glise.\* 

While the revival of processions obtains so 
little popularity among the lower classes in 
the cs^ital j they are looked on with at least 
equal indifference by the peasantry ; and the 
attempts made to collect a pious force round 
the ambulating shrine of a village saint/ have 
been found as abortive^ in some places, as the 
attempts made in favour of the installation o( 
the '^jroyal bast/** in others# In Boulogne^ 



^ Seyend nottdfliesy and of course sereml processions, 
ax)k place at Paris while I resided there. The fStede 
VAsccnsioftj which Was alio the fiiedelAfUis'TMte^ who 
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fiur-mer, orcjcrs i>i&^ given for a prpce»»iou» 
in I?pnpw of t\ns Virgin, whose wralii, it ww 
4eol$^c^d, l^ caused that abundauqje^oj^rftia, 
i^b:^ tbr^t^ned ruin to all the vigmrmt 
^4 farjners.in France. Some of hier fssr* 
tivaU had not been duly celebrated^ since 
Uj/^ re«toration of festivals in France, and a 
well-founded jealousy had diAcbarged itself 
m, tprrent^ of rain« which I bad the misforw 
tj^ni! tQ witness during the greater part of 
iqy, r^idenoe in the land of hej? diapleasum. 
Tb^ P»est?» bowever, of Bipulogne, to their 
l^gorrpr, cfitfI4 nQt fiv4 a singie. Vii^t^ in that 
maritime city, to c^j-ry. la prQces^ijPfi,. and 
v^ecQ at )a«t abUged. t9 9entl a ^piklation into 
%neiglib<?uri»g villagci, and requeifetbe ha^ 
^« Virgint until. tbey couWgefe owe, of tlwk 
o>Yn, A Virgin was atjadt procured^ a UttJia 

T" — : — r- • '■ : — i — '■. '■ — 

made a vow, to crf«l>^<e thai;. day, w«fi.i¥«j,ft»ft. "Khei 
^ow of the- royal and pious N.imro4 of France, wa? ful- 
filled by his descendants. The royal femily walked upon 
tke occasion ; the princes held up the cords of the canopy. 
It \VBS i. sitifpilar circumsfiaRcd, that thia da^ was also la 
file de Buonaparte. The procession was attended by the 
torps municipal and staFe ofiicers, bishops, priests, and 
f.e?ftl*te»9»p?% awl ]yjp«fie)<f jgb^J)Bwrt>Ww4,! ; wb^seems 
ig, ie<5>Ai*Mf//.§«^fclifcftthft fiuf|ffl.of»l|i»ewJ,: fi^R.t^i 

%«1 wd PV^.^ibif^W- 
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indeed thfe ^orse for wear; but this ti'as riot 
a moment ft)']f fetetldiotisraess. The holy br6» 
therhobd aSsemlbled, aiid the Madoritia was 
^Waded thtDUgh the strefets ; but no devout 
laity followed in her traift, and no rainbo>r 
of ptt>misei spoke the ce^isation of hfei* wriith. 
The pet»^l6 Would not wjtfk ; the rain would 
not «to^; tlw Virgin wsW sent back, lo pout 
iii' het' Uativfe rillSge; and the miracle eji*i 
pected to be wrought, was strictly according 
to VbltJaire** hw^ticail definition of alt mi- 
radei^'M.'* und chdke qui n*AjAmai$ arriv4f.*' 

At the eotfltiiefiteement of the r^evolutityn, 
a simikt' pmoedsion was made iiV the nd^ 
bourhocNi of Pari*, by tit* ciiri of a vJllaigtfi 
and while he WA* moving solemnly uiidw a- 
caoopy \vith the s^ri^of St. G*nevieve, the 
rain fell in such torrertts, that " same j^f 
pent" was the rtrgniug m«Jiim of the nttJj- 
raent; and the ofll^latinlg minister, left 
alnidst alone under bk cafi^py, observed to 
those who eatf ied if, '* mes attiis, elle cr<yk ^ 
o'est lapkMquenhusdeinaiiiSrti,** Whether th^ 
Virgin of Itouk^fle'made the sa!ntte Ua^^take^, it 
is inpossibte to say ♦, bW; cJertkitf it is, that the 
raib coAtitiuedl dtfritig the wb6te! siiiinmer, 

h2 
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a punishment to French sinners, and a dis- 
appointment to English travellers. 

To overload religion with forms and cere- 
monie!5, is always to injure its cause. Truth 
wants no ornament; religion is in itself an 
abstraction ; ** the evidence of things unseen.^^ 
It is ever to be regretted that the first reli- 
gious ceremony, mentioned in holy writ, 
caused the first murder, in the^r^^ and onlff 
family then upon earth. 

While processions are still but coldly re- 
ceived^ images and relics have regained but 
little of their long-lost importance. And 
though they are set up, and ordered to be 
worshipped, *^ de par le roi ;" invested, like 
the priesthood, the cent Suisses, and all the 
other appendages of legitimacy, in France, 
with their former dignity and powers ; yet, 
generally speaking, they exhibit a most for- 
lorn and neglected appearance ; and, as they 
stand or tumble in their niches, are no bad 
barometers of the state of the rustic piety of 
the quarter they inhabit. We observed in- 
deed along the high roads of FranceMa^onna^, 
who had suffered in the wars of the revolu- 
tion, and who still exhibited much of the. 
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negligence of the republican toilette; some 
without a petticoat^ and others without a 
nose, while the head of St. Ginevieve, recently 
placed on the figure of St. Peter (distin-^ 
guished by his massive key); and ^L^eur de lis 
stuck under the stump of a broken-armed 
St. Denis, presented the evidences of days of 
past sacrilege, together with hopes of re« 
turning piety. The fortune of the saints has 
long, in France, exclusively depended . on 
the rise and fall of tlie public stock of faith; 
and many a one, who twenty years back would 
not have given an assignat for a share in 
** the whole army of martyrs," is now buying 
up the finger of St. Louis, at any price I 

Whwever the royal family were expected 
to pass^, on the occasion of the two restore^ 
tions, or in their respective journies into the 
interior of the kingdom, the via sacra is dis-* 
tinguished by the new setting*up of pros- 
trate images^ and neglected crosses. The 
crucifix, placed at the port of Dieppe when 
Madame landed^ is» I thinks for size and co- 
louring, the most formidable image that 
ever was erected to scare^ or to edify. And 
the Madonna exhibited in the church of St. 
Jaques^ in the same town^ and on the s^me 
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im{mrtant ootaaion, wfis e¥iclQiitly» in the 
hufjuy of the undxpected hoiiottr, suddenly 
transported ScQm the bowsprit of some £ngr 
lii^b trader; ^d had daubtJfiss stood maay fi 
l»rd gftte, 9^ the " l9veiif Bgtiy,"Qr ^fjtprigktly 
Kittjf" hel^ne she :wa» i!€a}ov«4 to jrecaive dir 
vims J)qpoiurs, w mttt i^mfi de St, Japie»i 
wheiB. dressed in EngU^ nl^al^n. and in f^ 
CQ^utfi & id Ciiwiff, to show ^y» is ahaw 
{Kiejudioe, she .t»kns her pkae vith: LguM 
the £i^t«snth,f Mho sbinsa In iaU the sa-> 
dianoe .of plaster of Paris, «n zml Ak9r lieaide 
her. 

Jn traveUiiig.tbi?o«gh Normamiy, { aiE^ied 
our rpofitillion, wh^ he dad «Qt ^ali^ #n 
image: of the Yi^in, mluck, new inasted wid 
crowned with ioiwevs, stood in a niefae • Iqr 
the Toad side ? He sbr^ged has shiCMi\den, 
and replied : *' mais (lest fgad, madame, Hut 
e^a." Sue^ I believe, 'gener^ly speakini;, -^ 
the present state of *< gttaven imagfitj^ rand ftf 
the Deligipa^suppovte^ by 'f gnasta ifnggttt^'^m 
¥canoe. ■ ' ■ 

i"iiir j_i 'i n i ui . -uijiuiii-ii — J ■ _ ' <-. ■ ill — JI21 Hill iti\n 

lion; and lyears a wreath of liUes« and supportathe drapea^ 
ildnc. 
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Spesfkhig of the peasantryr in the fieigh- 
bcmrhood of Versttilks^ MadMne de Maiin*-^ 
temm obsdnres^ *• quandfaiwulusmaird^etiVf 
qui afmt le Pater, ik fCen satent rien: @»i a 
fkit le Credaf encore mains. S'iis ad&r^i Im 
viefge If 0ui : S'ils adorent les saints ? oui-dd* 
Si en pMie de munfuer la Messe uhjour oitorier f 
Om, certesJ' 

Of aU the ]/eiigioe» grieranceft^ of which the 
French pieasaintry and the bimuriiig classte 
now eompiiim, as falling the heaviet^t^ the 
neceteity they zte under 6f attending luass^ 
ofi working days^ mA the strict observalice 
imposed otk timh, hif the nutifWy or magiis^ 
trate» 6f many of the t&mim^es, to religiotfely 
observe all feasts and festivals, and ^veti 
certain boms, iii partieniaf days dedicated 
to paarticaliH! sodnts, on pain of a beaty pes* 
nahy, is the nicfst oppressive. The^ agentsL 
for the revived claiirrs of the lon^for^tteft 
legicttr of sarttts^ frequently lerf tdfieir finest 
yk'itkfmi merey, om the proline but indiis*^ 
trlou$^ peasant!^ who takes up bis spade dttrnig^ 
the vigil of St. Bidymu^, oi whof plieS: thfe 
wlateelri on th« feast of S*. Catherine; 

Undeif the reign of Napoleon, idleness^met 
90. qnaofter, even tdnrngh dictated by mmts^i 
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or enforced by doctrines. Every body worked 
and prayed^ according to their vocation^ and 
interests were not crushed, nor indolence en- 
couraged » under the sanction of ceremonies 
and forms, baying no real connexion with 
either faith or reason. I could perceive that 
the religious toleration^ enjoyed by the pea- 
santry in common with the rest of the popu^ 
latioh, under his reign^ was a subject to them 
of grateful remembrance, and they have 
mare than once led to it with characteristic 
traits, that gave them point and interest. 

A peasant woman of some remote provincse, 
whom revolutionary vicissitude had placed 
in the neighbourhood of the village of Sevres, 
(and who, recommending herself to me as 
^^ chef d'un magazin de bianch$$$age,'' thus 
spared the dignity of my page from the pol- 
lution of a homelier term for her profession) 
afforded me infinite amusement in her weekly 
y isit to our hotel in Paris, by the quaintness 
and ndiveti of her observations. When I 
beheld her from the window, driving up the 
street in her charette^ mounted on piles of 
snowy linen, surrounded by her nymphs, 
guarded by her great dog, and led by her 
gargaUy I always hastened to receive this 
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que^n of soap-suds myself, in the anti'^rooxn/ 
leaving one of her dames d'honneur to arrange 
the oiBcial duties of her calling with my 
femme-'de^chamhrey in the adjoining apart-* 
ment. She was a little, shrivelled, brown 
woman, with black petulant eyes and marked 
eoantienance ; and with her scarlet jacket, 
striped petticoat of many breadths, high cor-^^ 
nettCj and massy gold cross and ear-rings^ 
she presented a figure and costume^ which the 
very genius of masquerade might safely have 
adopted, both for its originality and singular 
effect. She was always in a flurry, always in 
a passion, always full of news, always full of 
curiosity, and frequently undertook to cor- 
rect my jMtoi>, while I should have lamented 
much, had any one corrected her^s. When 
the weather was wet, she dried '^ les gillets tt 
jupons par artifice^ madame r She would par- 
don the king much for giving " la nation une 
princesse, blanche comme la neige ;'^ and she 
called her dog " Cleopatra,'' because she 
liked thenames of great men ! — ' ' c'est sibeau, 
cela^ 

One day, when she was later in her weekly 
returns than usual, she entered my dresising- 
room, not in the meekness of excuse, pleadmg 
a fault, but in a passion, perfectly dramatic: 
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^* Eh bien, madame, vans, ^oUet peu tonfentc 
de mot; n^est^ee pas? Eh bzen, c*e9t not' reti^ 
gim, morbku, qtu ae mek de nof blanchmage, 

I could not iModily understand what reU«i 
gton had to do with. her vocation; I asked 
what she meant. '^ Bitn, veus allex tmr> ma^ 
petite bonne dame. Cest not* gobe-^moucke de 
maire^ qui naus difend de faire not* Image sur 
tel jour ei tel jour. Qest aujeurdhui /« fite 
de St. Fi%infOiSy c*est demam la veilie de St. 
Ambrose . Veila un beau chien de plaisir que^ 
^/woir des sainti et des mmres^ qui rt$u$ d&femd-^. 
ent de vivfeJ^ Et bim ! ma thhre dame, on (k 
beau crier. Mais voild celux ! t jcmai$ U ve se 
nilok de nef lavage^ jamah nem'^^'^**il dh^- 
fendu de Ucher mes jupons et me» g^lett tei 
jour que je voudrois. Cepemdamty tfn. <& qtfil 



ir,>>t>l ^HirM»< liiMX h»*\^ tiJ11fV,fa 



* A fine of fifteen francs ig demanded, as a penalty f6r 
work done on the jours de fSiCy which afe nearly of dailjf' 
recurrence. Sometimes fi<v^ fSles occut in one week) m^ 
a^Hbqufing nuin^ who comMteid lhcn9o\se« to qae^ deplestdl 
this loss of time and gain as a new and severe grievance. 

t ^' CeluV* is the mystic term, by which Buonaparte is 
new mentioned by all the lower classes. 1 li».ve frequently 
eefifi ^edniy^ 'written m alt maimef of ways, on gate? afttf 
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#tf penduparJ^ Anglau^-e^tant fk ; ibonjour^ 
madame /*'* 

And with this candusion^ which she did 
not wait to liear affirmed or denied, she 
ftoudded away> indifierent, peorhaps, to the 
fate of ^^ adui^^' or whether he was hanged 
cor not ; but taught by experience how 
wduable was the toleration he hsA esta*> 
blished, ewen to her lifetle interests aad 
comforts, and> iike «the resA^' of her clfuu^ 
drawing 4x>inpapisons, upder the influe^ice cf 
her owa feelings, midre to his jbenefit^ than 
to the advantage of those who enficeeded 
him. 

While I was in the district of laBeauoe, a 
farmer soiacited the renewal of a lease, or 
baUkj which it wan^ in the power oi govei\n#- 
ment to gneuil;, through the interest (s4 Gene^ 



♦ This reference to my blancliisseuse, resembles the 
anecdote of the old dame, who cursed Colbert every day 
she made'ftii ome/e//^, because he had pHt a taa upon eggs. 
i ^eliMQ, hawevpr, there b no qiiestic^ but tba^ tlie|Mew- 
^^p(f 1^¥^ ^^i^^i>} prpfews^fi? fqu P»iQ(W.g$HFte, T^9Pf 
qf j^Qurgo^e, ^way^ inclined to revolutionary pi^nci- 
pl^ believed that he wfis returning into France at the head 
of an army of ne^es. It was^iiecessary to deny this, for- 
mally, in liiat provinae. 
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ral de C — -, whose chateau was in the 
neighbourhood. As he was a man of most 
unblemished character, and the father of a 
fiimily, liis application wa^attended to. But 
it having been intimated that the &rmer had 
been married during those days of the revo-r 
lution, when the civilcontract was a sufficient 
ratification of the marriage vow, il was 
made a condition for the compliance with his 
request, that he should be married over again 
by a priest y as the government would natu- 
rally give a preference to a candidate, who 
submitted to all the forms and doctrines of 
the catholic church. The farmer replied, 
that he had been married two and twenty 
years to a very faithful and affectionate wife, 
with whom he had lived in great liarmony 
and happiness; that his sons and daughters 
were growing up around them, and that he 
w:ould not stamp their birth with illegiti- 
jniacy, nor a virtuous woman with in£Euny, 
by submitting to a second marriage, which 
would naturally invalidate the first ^ though 
that marriage had been celebrated according 
to the laws of his country then existing. 
^" I believe, madam/' said the ultra-royalist 
entleman, who related to me the anecdote a 
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few days* after it occurred, and who knew 
all the parties, " I believe it is not necessary 
to give you a stronger instance of the ab- 
sence of all religion among our peasantry of 
the present day, or of their degeneracy from 
the &ith of- their forefathers/' 

It is curious, however, to observe that 
some popular superstitions survive the bi- 
gotry which once accompanied them, more 
especially in the remote provinces, wherever 
education has not yet made its illuminated 
progress. 

An eminent physician in Paris, native of 
ks petites Alpes, a mountainous district be- 
tween Ly6ns and Geneva, assured me, that he 
had known a young man driven from his vil- 
lage, by the odium of belonging to a family 
accused *'d* avoir un nom,'* which is tanta- 
mount to the *' evil eye,* in Ireland. And the 
conjuror preserving his " magique blanc et 
noivy^ still retains a portion of respect, when 
superstition more imposing, and charlatans 
more dignified, have lost their credit with 
the people. 

Of this character, once so high in consi- 
deration, Rousseau has made a charming use 
in his Devin du Ti/Zage, and Farquhar a 
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most hmnotirous one^ ia his ReetnitingOfB^ 
oer» It is thas that genius^ among ter s^ten^ 
did fktiohs, records the charaeteristic traits 
0f n^ and nations; and regBsteriAg iacts 
which the chronicler neglects as notorio^i^y 
and the histodan overlooks a^ iindi^niiied^ 
preserves embalmed the most isiteresting f«a- 
twtes of hunna&ity; for the oenteinplatioii of 
the phi4o9opher^ and the imtnictnni of pos^ 
terity. 

The ca/balogne of poptdar sapittrstitions is 
neither very extensive nor very variolar^ and 
presents nearly: the srabeimi^ets in^ ootin- 
%n6s. Mdanoholy so«tiids breathed at me^ 
kmcholy hours will always:'be portentous ta 
ignorance ^ aad feftr will ever exert, its* mosti 
harassing dominion over the hna^nation^ inf 
seasons of soirrow and afflietioii. Thusv ii^ 
Fiance as in Efigland; the howl of a* dog at 
the Gotts^e of the dying peasant, is more 
eartain* death than' the disease whidi kills' 
hwBL^ Aflhd tbff Irish bensfd has< hevp^ndiMf in 
ths ' Ft^noh owl^^ which is alwtiy^ cor^ideveii 
'* oiseaude mauvais augurCy* whensbe' sendl^* 
fwth her niidnightfsereanBS'nearithecihamber 
. ei£*tfae*sicku A gosft in the stable is esteemed, 
ittL Ef&ocoi^ a suii» proteiotiOo ft^om- ^ontagioi^ 
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to the caittte with which it asaociates^ and 
ranks most probably with the bracket^heng 
which^ in Iteltmd, holds so distiagiiished a 
place among the idMs and penattsai tht cot^ 
t^get faearth« 

r ^^ Jh.veMSB^que le maindrepa^^im mektc nm 
pQuie dam k pot^ les dirfHmckes^'- is a saying 
of HentiJV. which has rendered biamemoiy 
Him*6 preeioxi^ in France than all he has eveir 
said oe done beside. And this simple andvbe^ 
neirolenb ''j^vms^'^ will perhaps survive' ia 
the meonory of: the natnii^ when thepmfely 
^^fmO^ de smtimmtj^ which royal eloquence 
iSiOqw made^to ubtar, shallbe forgotten^ or 
leaiicinbeKd only to be reprobated, aa the 
jorgoniof iaeineerity, dietaifid< by bad taste. 
HensylV.* didimt li^se to smi! thi& phiiai^ 
thfopiaM^shacconiplishedi; and wh^herhis 
gnotvieiws^ and. those of his able minister^ 
would finally have produced such an effect 
aoiqng their other happy consequences^ the 
spirit, of religMW9 fanaticisw tbat^ijt. short. 
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the days of France's best king, has left it im-* 
possible to ascertain. 

It must, however^ be a source of infinite 
satisfaction to his descendants, to find, on 
their return to the government of their king- 
dom, that the prayer of their great grandsire 
is acGomplished, and that " ie moindre pdy^ 
san" not only " met une poult dans h pot, 
les dimanchesy' but even puts a little flesh 
meat into his marmite^ on week-days. To the 
enjoyment of this luxury, under the reign of 
Louis XIV. and his immediate ^t^ccei^ar^, 
there were two insurmountable barriers-*--^ 
the taxes of the taille and of the gabeile. 
The mode of dividing and subdividing the 
tailie, was among its greatest grievances. 
When the minister of finance demanded a 
certain sum for the exigencies of a war, or 
the expenses of building or adorning apalace 
for the king, or his mistresses,* (and these 



* Beside the continual repairs and decorations made in 
the palaces of Fontainbleau, St. Germain, en Laye, iSi. 
Cloud, Mendon, Compiegne, and Chambord, the most 
ancient of the royal palaces, there have been raised, since 
the reign of Louis XIV; Versailles, Marli, the Great and 
Little Trianon, Clugny, Maintenori^ (ttpon the aqueducto 
of which such large sums, were expended, ieks excited a gc- 
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^^laees rose like the fairy castles^ which the 
incantations of magic conjure into existence) 
the tax imposed on the kingdom was sub- 
divided, according to the superior interest 
of the nobility at court, who were go-^ 
yemors of the provinces.* This partial di-- 
vision, by which the impost always fell 
lightest on those most able to bear its in- 
fliction , was again followed by a more pqdr* 
tial subdivision, until at last the burthen 
was thrown almost exclusively upon those 
unprotected individuals, who w€^e at the 
mercy of the great man, or the great mavLt 
great many in every town or parish. The 
governors,, who imitated in their provincial 



iieral munnur against its Udy)) BelleVue, (constructed for 
Mad. de Pompadour), Liuciennes, for Mad* du Barry^ 
and Bagatelle, built by the Count d' Artois^ (for a wager) 
within six weeks. To these expensive palaces, meant 
eolely to vary the pleasures of the king and his mistresses^ 
must be added St. Cyr, unquestionably established a£, a 
palace of retreat, for the authoress of the dragonades jand 
massacres of the Cevennes* 

* U examinerent^ comment il seroit possible d'augf 
mentor sourdement les aides, la gabelle, et autres impdtSi 
Quandtout etoit arrang6, dansle secret, avec les sang-sues^ 
publiques, les interresses appuyoient les projets au conseit^ 
tet les faisoient passer.— /^i/rf^iie du CaBinel^ vol. i* p* g44. 

VOL. I. t 
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courts the splbndor and extravagance of the 
king, purchased their magnificence^ 2mA pre^ 
served their situations, by exactions and ex^ 
tortious which sometimes drove the people 
to insurrection. The mem(»y of the Duke 
di^ RicAelieu is. still execrated in the province 
he governed, in the cei^ of Louis XV. 
Evea the friends of the Duke de CkaubwM 
have left^ in their private correspondences^ 
soeh testimonies of his atrocious conduct m 
BretBgne, (under Louis XIV.) zb consi^ 
this otherwise obscure and mediocre persoo 
to eternal ignominy.* 

* Tb^dtike de-Ricii^li^, speaking of his gotertiment 
of Giiienne, observes that he could do there what he liked, 
" 06 per Sonne n'oseroit lui rien dire^ it ant Men avec le 
meitf^y Leuh XV.^* tfift cnieky and enactions fteaiiyfiro«' 
ttiicedaiit indun-ectioh ih theprovince^ and flnally caused the 
sapprtsfidn of l*e parKkment of Bottidea«au It was upM 
this becasion, Ihat tioms XV. made pref%9s4on <fe fdi^ on 
tike sufcject of dhine rfjght. ** Je l^tr fmit vdit (ii^ 
parlemen^)\ queje he tiens moitpeweoii' que de DMi; qut 
je n-tti de eotnpie d rendre qu'A luij ^ que personm ne 
doit s'opposer a ma volontif Htr^'Kttle he then Stt«p«<?- 
"ed, Aat this divine right would not only be questioned, 
but denied to his unfortunate succesetor ! In 17»», it ^ffm 
proposed m the NatiottaJ Assembly to give LomsXVl. 
the title of " Roi des Firartqai^^ par h consmtementdel^ 
nation^'' «nd tosuppresd thd forkiul% **y4r te grace <k 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PEASANTRY. 115 

^^ On. ajmi une tMMe de centmiUe icu$ sur 
les h^mrgemk^ (says Mad. de Sevign^,. speak-* 
itig oi the eapilal o£ )a Bretagne, and of the 
disturbances occasioned l^ its taxes and the 
oppressions of its^ governqr) eit si on ne irouv^ 
poifht ce^te somme dans vingt fUatre heures, elie 
sera doubUe, eP eseigible par hs seMats. On a 
ehasse et banni toute une grande rue^ et d^endu 
de les reeueUUry sur peine de ht me ; de s^rte 
qtj^on veyQtt tources misirahies, Jemmes accott* 
eM^SymellurdSy enfanSj errer en pleursausartir 
de cette viile, fRenttesJ san^ savoir ou aller^ 
sans avoir de nourritwre, ni de quoi se couoher. 
On* apris soixante bourgeois^ on commence de^ 
main Apendre. Cette province est un bel ex^ 
empie pour les autres, et sur tout de respecter 
les gouverneursy et les gouvernantesy de ne point 
Umr dire df injures ^ et de ne point leur Jeter des 
pierres dans leur jardins. Les pumtiens et les 
taxw ont its €rtJteUe&\'-il^y''auroit des * histoires 
tragiqufCSi A vans center, d'ici d demain. 



Oieu.^^ It was upon this occasion that Petion exclaimed, 
" c^tit calomnier Dieu ! Charles IX. itoit'il aussiroi^ pdf 
lagrucede Dieu f 

* It w(ts in this moraeot of national suffering, when these 
cruel exactions were made on the pepple, that Mad. de 
Montespan was raising her superb palace of Oigny. The 
disturbances of lii Bretagne were perhaps the first throes 

I 2 
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Tragical indeed ! for twelve men were broker] 
alive upon the wheel, suspected of having 
conspired against the life of the all-powerful 
governor, who had thus goaded into mad- 
ness a simple people, which could scarcely 
speak any language to be understood. Mad. 
de Sevigne drops this dreadful topic, to give 
the history of her pretty dog, '' Sylphidi^ 
** biond cpmme un blondin;'' for such was 
the character of the times — cruelty and fri- 
volity*— the affectation of sentiment, and 
the absence of sensibility ! 

If the taille was one reason, why the pea- 
sant, drained to the last farthing of his earn- 
ings, could not conveniently put *^ bis chicken 
into the pot,'* the gabelle was another. And 
it was in such times that the French pea- 
sant, like the modern Greeks under the 
Turkish despotism, concealed any little 
hoard they might have amassed, and lived 
in seeming wretchedness, to escape those 
exactions, which would have rendered their 
poverty real, had it been discovered or sus- 
pected. 



of the great convulsions, which followed long after ; they 
proceeded at least from the same cause. 
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But no tailie^ no gabelle now exists, and 
the French peasant is at last enabled to 
^^ mettre la poule dans le pot^ les dimanches/' 
How long, however, this privilege, this 
luxury, may be retained, it is for the advo^ 
cates of '* le ban vieux terns'' to declare. 

The peasant's table, in France, is of course 
regulated by his circumstances, and by the 
nature and soil of his native province. . But 
from all I could learn, from persons of all 
ranks and all parties,* plenty, even to abun-^ 
dance, has hitherto been found among this 
class, and has been interrupted only by the 
ravages lately made on their property by 
the armies of almost every nation in Europe. 
The presence of these armies caused. enor-» 
mous losses to the proprietors of vineyards, 
particularly in the south, where the vines 
were wantonly torn up by the roots. In the 
pasturage districts or provinces, they make. 



* I asked a royalist, who has a considerable landed 
property, whether his tenants could afford to eat meat 
often in the week? He answered me with petulance^ 
" And why not ?" " But (I saic^) it was not always so 
before the revolution*" " Eh! mats nony And he shrug- 
ged his shoulders^ and hemmed and finished with th^ 
Visual X ^< Mai$^ que voulez-vqus ?'^ 
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of their iaitagt, 2l principal article of food, 
undo* th« form of cheeses, creatn cakes, and 
porridges; but I observed that in France, 
milk was rarely taken in it» simple «tate, as 
among our peasantry. In Nornaandy, the 
farms are all well stocked with cows. In the 
Isle of France, thiis useful animal is so scarce, 
that in many places the goat^s milk is ex- 
clusively used, and is even occasionally mAde 
ioto cheese. 

The peasantry, for the most part, take 
fdur meals a-day : a Tery slight breakfast 
idien they rise, which is generally of thim 
YOup; the grand ddjeuni at eleven e^clock, 
('wMch is, in fact, their dinner) ; thdr go6fe, 
er sort of luncheon, of raw vegetables and 
bread and butter ; and their supper, wiuck 
generally consists of meat and vegetables 
{as at their dinners), made into a raga&t. 
Light wine and water is their general drink : 
a beverage produced from chesnuts^ and 
cider is also occasionally used, but are neither 
of them held in estimation by the ^' veritabUs 
Amp/kytriims'^ of rural savoir vivre. *^ Une 
petke goutte de liqueur,^' is a delicacy to 
which they are no strangers, while every 
village guinguette supplies an imitattom of 
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that lcwr«gti luKurjr, '' la boime double hiite d^ 
Masnf, wlckich is ^ the same quality as thafc 
very wowt hevorage, the " poor creature, 
irnmU ifeer/' in Engla»ll- 

ilk # # n « « # « # # * ♦ ♦ 

iiospkality is the virtue of siami>- civilized 
BtttiotRS. It is a resource against the tedium 
of igikorance asrd inanity ; and noeie think it 
*^ greater solitude to be alone/"" than tbose^ 
who Hire the least iqruaHfied to con tribute 4o 
social enjoyment. The French |)ca8aiitry 
are said tso ha\« been nwre hospitable, in 
their days of profoond ignorance and extreme 
poverty^ than m their present improved 
ceonikitdon. It is also certain that there are 
piuch lewer calls vpon this virtus (if it be 
wx), than there formerly oasmst have baeo, 
whcoi poverty was the vow, stnd beggary the 
professiaBi of a large dass of the people. 
The catering &iar^ the niendicaat monk^ the 
wandenmg pilgrkn, no lo(nger present theni- 
selvos at the'cottage-door, to cherish a spirit 
of hospitality^ through the medium of a 
mistaken <^harity, or under the influence of 
a powerful bigotry. Competency is also so 
equally distril)uted, and industry so well 
rewarded, that few are urged by want or 
idleness to put their neighbo-ur's generosity 
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to the test; and curiosity, that insatiabfe^ 
appetite, which so often makes the stranger^s 
welcome, has been, during the last years, 
fed to surfeit, by the fluctuating crowds 
which have passed from all nations before 
the door of the French cottage. The droit s- 
riunis havfe likewise proved a check to the 
exercise of this primitive virtue; for the 
hope of selling '^ le petit pot de vin,'' under 
the ro$e^^ no longer secures to the traveller 
a '^ collation" along with it. 

«««^«««« ««***♦. 

*' Tout pays J oH la mendicite est une profess 
sion, est mal-^gouverh^/' says Voltaire. I 
should suppose, from my own observations, 
that the country in the world the most in«^ 
fected by mendicity is Ireland ; and the 
country the least taxed with this disgusting 
and always vicious branch of community, is 
France. The whole of this order, now ex-p 
isting there, may be comprised in those lit^r 
tie groups of CFipples, which neither disgust 
by filth, nor annoy by importunity; and 

* Passing by a little guinguettey in la jPne, I percei^d^ 
written over the door in French, as old as the Romm^i 
of the JRoscj the first line of Rosalind's epilogue, " Gooc^ 
wine needs no bush.'* The proverb, therefore, was congi% 
ipion to both countries. 
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which, gathering round the traveller's car- 
riage on the high roads^ quietly detail the 
infliction^ which induces them to interest 
the benevolence of the ** trSs charitahh mon^ 
sieur" *^ Oest une virit& incontestable, '^ says 
Chainfort, speaking of the state of France, 
on the eve of the revolution, *^ quHl-y^a en 
Trance sept miUions d'hommes, qui demandent 
Faumdne, et douze miUions^ hors d'etat de la 
kur fairej^ 

This frightful picture of national poverty 
is corroborated by Mr. Young, who made^ 
his second tour to France at this period, and 
who observes that the original sin of its in-*- 
stitutions struck at the root of national pros-*- 
perity, and produced a poverty, that ** re- 
minded him of .Ireland/^ The improved 
condition of the lower classes has had an ine- 
vitable influence on the evil of mendicity, 
and the hopes of idleness and imposture were 
Anally crushed by the laudable efforts of the 
Comte de Pontcoulant.* This gentleman 
began his salutary reforms upon the class of 

fainiansy during his prefectship at Brussels, 

■■'' - ■ ■ '*''- ■'>■■* ■ p> ■ I ■ iiiiiii ■ ■■ III. — ,..«, ■ .,1 

* The comte de P — ^- distinguished himself in th« 
revolution. Loaded with honors by Napoleon, he was 
made count of tjie empire, 'P^^f) senfttor, and commaii^** 
^At of the legion of honour 
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and reoeirriiig the ^aooliokn ^Bmd >;ewitanqe of 
tim imperial /gai^riHiaeft^t, drove 4>he young 
aad JtKidolent iii4io the worik shops arui maim- 
factories, atid placed the ^d and iA&«i in 
asykims And hospitals. How ^r the revival 
of old uistdtutioiiS;, the rettAr^^aif the Teligious 
ckBder&i, and the <eaoQMira^Bdent of i^Ugiou^ 
bouses, majr have ^an ^^ffect upon this s«{>^ 
pressed dass, it is impossible to say; or 
whether some future preacher iu the pu4pit 
of St, Leu, or St- Gilles,* may not ^iiire a 
Bew ini>pulse to his flocks, and a«;ai<i address 
to them the wotnds >huitiourou£^y ttttr'ibuted 
to the anciemt cwri of that pari^~<*'' mes 
€her€ gueua;, qui nie^iwz its g^km^ m jiMmni 
voire vie a mender, enstt^ ^dam i'un iks qmfktre 
&nkre$ meridians, vom serez ricbeg ^t, hmM4^.'' 
The vktue of <>haiity therefore, like that 
of hospitality^ ties fit preseot latent^ for 
watfrt of objects to Call it into action. 3tkt if 
kitent, it is not dead. 3/faene is oo nati4Mi 
nsoore .strongly endon^d with that physical 
sensibiJity^ which promptly neSfK)nds to the 
cry of jsufiering, a^d which ^'Wakens that 
ready and uncal cul a t ing sympathy^ " whose 



beggars. 
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-pity gites, ere charity begins/^ Tbereadi*. 
jiess i^ith Mrhich an orphan, or unprovided 
•chi'kl (the iiJustre tnalheupeuw of some village 
or hamlet) is adopted by a frtencUy neigh«^ 
fccmr or benevolent relative, in a proof that 
charity wants neither the m^ans, nor the feel- 
ing to bestow its relief, when circumstanoeB 
call upon its exertion. 

Country girls and children, without shoes 
or stockings ; things calling themselves wo- 
ihen, but in reality "walking dunghills ;^af¥d 
*^ ploughmen at work, without selbaU^ or fe*t 
to their stockings,*^' are details given by a 
liberal English travdler of the starts of tlie 
French peasant's wardrobe, in the year I788. 
Stitl however, even then, the French peasant 
had his '^ habit-'de^fe,'^ like the Irish cotter, 
whb appears in the tattered garments of 
misery all the week, to be ena^blad to exhibit 
his biue frize cota^mare^ and best brogues, at 
the Sunday '* pattern,^' or yea^rly feir . 

There isanintin^at^ connexion between "v«t- 

* This parlia! coYeriDg of the leg ie universal among the 
peasantry of Ireland, at this day, under the name of 
<^trahe^nsi^ And'^ Idoat npdnyourtraheenSy'^iseiphnca/d 
i^f endearment 'commotily used^ indicating ^* I doat tqioii 
the most mi^Qntble arliiole ribont jpou.'! ,,[* 
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nity and poverty. Ostentation is the legiti- 
mate offspring of both. The peasant toilette 
of France now extends itself to the every-p- 
day comforts of worki ng apparel . During my 
residence there, I did not see one instance of 
a bare-fuQted, pr barer legged person, not 
even among, the children ; and *^ etre. bien 
chaussee,^^ seems a passion in France, from 
the petite^maitrMsse in her cob-web " bas^ de 
coton,'\ at thirty francs a pair, down to the 
demoisel/e Georgette, who draws her/^ bas d^ 
laine^^ tightly over the, smart ankl<^4 she has 
no objection tp exhibit. 

The details of dress, ampng the peasftnts,^ 
appear to vary in every province, and to r\il^ 
in each with a precise and undeviating uni^ 
forraity, One bright colpM? ips^y be si^en 
glowing through a whole commune, and one 
stripe maintains its supremacy over the pet^ 
ticoats of an entire arrondissemmt. Thus, 
'^ un gros rouge'' is the delight pf the dames 
of Auvergne, and -^ wn bleu cShst^'^ th^ pas-». 
sion of the eUgantes of Limousin. 

In passing through Picardy and Artois, I 
observed that, while the old women preserved 
the lofty cornette of ancient times, the young 
had adopted the high mitred coeffur^ of the 
Chmes^ modes ^ a fashion which, though 
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long pass4 ill Park, the hostess of aa auberge 
M^here we stopped in Abbeville assured me 
was in her town ** une nouveauU la plus nou*' 
t^lleJ' In general, however, caps with im* 
nense borders, that, sweep below the shoul-* 
ders, and straw hats, are the prevailing head-^ 
dresses upon all occasions* Tiw petticoat 
and corset, almost invariably of two distinct 
colours, relieved with white sleeves, of linen, 
or woollen web : gold chains round the neck, 
fastened with a heart, and suspending a large 
gold cross, are elegancies of the toilette scarcely 
ever dispensed with upon any occasion, and 
are frequently worn even upon working days. 
The district of the CawcAoiV is the very 
foyer of the Normandy fashions, and a feir 
Cauchoise, perfectly *^ endimanckee,*^ or at- 
tired in her Suncfciy finery^ exhibits aL com<- 
plexity of costuine, to i which ' many cen- 
turies must have lent their pr6gressive in- 
ventions, which pi'obably began under Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, and . received its last 
finishing touchqs on the arriva:! of Madame^ 

at I>ieppe. The cap of the fashionable Cau- 

« 

* "Vnien Mad. d'Angouleme landed a ,secoad tiq[ie in 
Fxance at Dieppe^ all the oid jspiss^rd^i . an.d antci^ 
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elu»e«iittlatMviQ height^ the steeple of the 
daaiccfai, which is the mart of her finery ; her 
iuxe de jupe is t3rpical; of itsdimensiooa, mid 
the pendulum of its clock is rivalled in the 
enormous gold drops, which vibrate in 
eilber ear. 

it is curious to observe, that such neBflr-*- 
ly^ was the dress of the better order: of 
danes, in the days ol Charles IX. and 
that the peasantry wece^ under his crud 
and bigotted r^ign, better clad and better 
conditioned, than under that of Louis 
XV. '^ AlP (sayn an author, whose re** 
searches' into the ancient codtumes of Franoe 
are extremely profouad)^ '^ all the peaaantry 
tfaeO' wore ^^ des souHers acmmodes;'' but thw 
was not the case, under the reign of '' hbien 
mtki.'' The taxation, wliich. went in part to 
supply the toilettes of du. Barr6,et de Fonbf 
padour, naturally limited the elegancies cf 
the peasant*>wardrobe, and even obtnided 
upon its necessaries^ as Mr. Young's ^^ vum^ 
m§ iunghiiUj^ at that p^iod^ evince. 

The iniuence of the toilette is universal in 



ddsnes of the totihi, dressed in full costume, went ddwii to 
t1|fc port to receive her royal highness^ and insisted' on 
drawii)g her ci^niifige to the town-house. 
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France, and it is f^t isoat bemgexelneively 
an oli^t of femdde dnrotioot, ermi imgngbht 
peastaixtiy. The you»g fiu^imet *' f »« sejait 
braoei^^ iSi in his* owa eatkaaiion^ as asfc«» 
feractiTe aisi an^ meai'oeiileux of the ckamsi4 
UA ntim caot sufipose hiniseM. His weH-^poi^N*^ 
deicid.hidadl aoidi massive qb6ae, his round hat, 
chrawiiiup. at m^hefc sidc^ "^^ pour fatter lenHn^- 
itwr;'^ hU ku||e sil^et bu€k)es> and<kir9e 
silver wa4tch, with his^ smart vr\A\x calico 
jacket and^ trowsers, {)iie8Qiit to exceliient ex« 
hibiticm of rural coxoambry/ whil« the A^ 
dthi of the vilfetge set oiF tibeb frie^ coute 
with a fine flDwered Htien WQisteoat, whose re#- 
dimdatKSjr of flaps rendera the texture of the 
ne^ef part of thek dress very uciimportaiii. 
But, however tasteless or coarse; however 
sifl^>fe OF grotesque, the costume of the 
Fr^ncihr peasantry may appear to the straa«» 
ger^s eye, it still is a costmm ! It is a seficie^ 
mCnt on^ necessity, and not the mete and 
ttiea^ covering of sbiveriiig nature; It 
is alHiFays one, among many evidences, that 
the people are not poor, aire not uncivilized, 
that they require the decencies of life, and 
are competemt io purchai^e thein;-— When an 
Irish peasant with his usual shrewdiness en*- 
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deavours to drive a hard bargain with bis etii'^ 
ployer, his phrase is frequently : ''Sure, ail t 
u$k is ju$t what will get me my bit, and my 
rug ;'^ for all his ideas of dress consist in the 
words '' fAy rag,'' These are painful re-* 
ferences ! they are perhaps too foreign^ aiid 
too frequent ; but they are irresistible I Oh ! 
where is the land so distant^ the region so re-^ 
mote^ into which I may travel, and not 
bear Ireland in my meitaory, and her misery 
in my heart t And, oh! when shall the pen> 
now employed in tracing the prosperity and 
Civilization of another country, be devoted 
to record the improvement, the tranquillity 
and happiness of my own I . When shall itleave 
the fictions, which have been made the me- 
dium for exhibiting the causes of her errors 
and her sufferings, to register the facts which 
shall prove, that the first are removed, and 
the last are forgotten ! . 

On our way to France, we had taken a 
very circuitous route, and passed through a 
greait part of England, We found the beau-*- 
tiful peasant population of that country^ 
with its fair tranquil Saxon physiognomy, 
transparent comple:j^ion> and rounded muscle^ 
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u .d^fi^^enMil^ pteparaiiTft for e^es dettined to 
fllHeet a^ped()le» wbote Intety owi ts^wcdy 1»^ 
reckoned among tiatit mtiondl |)€rfeetiQit». 
The FraiKsh la^^ {)ftirtiett)arl)r among the 
lowct ontei's, ttfcruek me forcibly^ 9& baying 
a ^heral jesetniibkldce to the Tiartair vk9ge^ 
The high btil flattened cbeek«'bone» small 
idfe, low forehead, wifeb the close eoiiiceii*^ 
tfati^tt of the features^ fbrmed a veiy jpre*^ 
in^leot ctat of cdaiitenaQce, iti such of the 
provinces ais I viiited* The^ are^ however^ 
ev^ii amon^ the lo^weat daases, same veiy 
splendid exceptions to this general line of 
physiognomy, and I tfaiak the two hand-^ 
somest meik I ever saw^ were a miller, neat 
Amiens, and a workman, at the manu&ctory 
of porcelain atCba^tiliy, well known in his 
native town by the distinguishing appellation 
of ** /e bel ouvrier." It was in vain he showed 
us the Mofe^jf cf Fremce smiling, with his 
*• sourirepntipml,^' on a tea cup ; or the royal 
d^ikes and' dutclMSses smirking in ia,riii\f 
awity, dfk a Ff€toch bmrl. We still thought 
th6 workman stop«riK>r to hh work, and he hi« 
deed cieemed perfbctfy 6f our opinion ; for no 
•* tUrotd'tj/pim^^ ever played (]rff the graces of 
attitude ii^ith a fttore sHudied or ridicofous 

VOL. I. K 
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effect^ than did h bel ouvrier de Chantiilp, for 
the benefit and admiration of the English 
visitants of his manufactory* 

The French physiognomy, however, varies 
almost in every province, and they them* 
selves class the shades of beauty and ugliness 
with great precision, even in the neighbour* 
ing districts, by the terms " beau sang,'\axkd 
" vilain sangJ^^ This singular phraseology 
assimilates with what may be called the ele- 
gant slang of English bon-ton, which, hy in- 
troducing the pedantiy of the stable into the 
jargon of the drawing-room, enables the con- 
noisseur in beauty and horse-flesh equally 
to compliment ** Thunderbolt by Vixen,'* 
and Lady Virginia, descended from a Plari- 
tagenet dutchess, with the common declara^ 
tion that they are both ^' thorough-bred," 
and ** show excellent blood/^ 

In the pays de Beauce the ** vilain sang^' is 
said to prevail ; in its neighbouring district^ 
la Perche, the " beau sang'' is very distin- 
guishable. In Normandy, the land of law, 
and loveliness, the beauty of some, of the 
women rivals the charms of the witches of 
Lancashire; and every where among the girls, 
are to be met charming samples of *^ lajoHe,'' 
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that indefinite style of prettin6ss, which the 
French prefer to eveiy other, and which, by 
them at least, is deemed ^^ plus belie que la 
beaute m&me*' The Bearnois, the native pro- 
vince of Henri IV. is- celebrated for the 
beauty of its inhabitants, and particularly 
for the elegance, form, rapidity of motion, 
and grace of gesture of its Basques, a race of 
peasantry in one of its districts, whom it is 
the pride of the Provengale noblesse to bring 
into their fistniily, as upper servants, and to 
exhibit in their salons, at Paris, as pages^ 
dressed in their own original and beautiful 
costume. 

I one day accompanied the Princess de 
Craon* to the hotel de Biron-Gonteau, and 
was in the formal act of presentation to the 
Dutchess de Biron, when a figure suddenly 
appeared in the garden pavilion in which we 
were received, which cut short my half- 
finished courtesy, and rendered even the 
amiable dutchess, with her historical name, 

* To this tenerable aad excellent lady, whose high birth 
is among the leaat of her merits, and indeed to almost every 
member of her illustrious family, I stand indebted for 
the most flattering attentions, and for much of the social 
pleasures I enjoyed, during my residence at Paris. 

k2 
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an object, for the itioaieat, of secondarjr 
Cdnsideratioiii. White Madame deBiiioin wsU 
saying the mo5rt: Obliging things in the world. 
Mid in the most obliging iwanner, atid while 
I, **n<!ithioglDth/* lent *' a pleased ear/^ my 
eyes pursued (though with some difficulty) 
the* flitting motion of a light derial figure, 
elegant and feneifnl as the poet^s image of 
^f df feathered Mercury." This n^plendid ap* 
pA;ti%i(m, in a costtirae singula^r and pk*- 
fnres^ue, pstesed thtotf gh the patiJioa into the 
garden. *^ C^eH le Basque de madame la du^ 
efkesst, et dans h cosfnme de sort pays^* said 
the Princess de Craon, observing the im^ 
pi*s»i6n which this " ffilir page'' had made 
MJf me.-'-^** Courir eomme un Bd^^que, est utt 
p^wirhede Provence'" added the princess, ^^et 
VKms^'eoy^z, fa'il ne ie dhMnf pasJ^ He wits 
at thftt ttiomeiift fl'ittiftg aiftong the trees o€ 
the garden, wi4h fehie arreiw-like sWifkaesa at- 
ttibuted to^ the Hirkftlis, oa^ pmMic messen** 
gers <!)€ BindOstaSn. 

We afterwards adjoxmred ta the terrace of 
the garden, which overlooked the bowletard 
Italien, through which the royal cortege was 
passing (for it was ih^ entree of the young Dut- 
chess de Berri^ into Paris)^ a»d the Comte 
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d*H~-e, who a^OGrmpajned us, took infinite 
pains to name to me the distinguished per- 
sons, who pceoedcd, followed,, and surrounded 
theco/wJ^' of the king, mcludiiog the laaps^hal 
Mdrmont^M. Talley0and,'P6re E.Hs6e, et itati 
qucmki. But still the beaaitiliil Basque, and 
his hieautifnl costuanfte, were to me objects of 
gf3ad:6r attcactiovi than fill the grandeurs^ 
which fi^tiow^ in thejsuitof the royai bvitlev 
iike hfiiself, I tehontght, looked pale and 
tinRd ; aod rather stunned thaojb delighted bgr 
ihe loyal acohtmntions whieb s&at the ^rr 
from vokes, wibidi perhaps load reoexOly 
ginrcn tlwiF ^^rnvms^ to a verydiffiareilt mirei;*^ 
wihite the coimtenuite otf tfaeDuJtelneasisd^An^ 
g<9Eiileine,. more in diBhjrust than io timidrty^ 
seemed such a.s »fae muLg^t have wom^ when 
eriinckig her qtimtsrapt of thhe. niitioiiial inxku^ 
biUrty to Iwr cause, siie boldly AHiBfimiseidto^ 
the oltenpriodti*iit©d'^«<^wjbfa^ 
Mi, hut (AeyP it wais indeed a <:Qante9«aiice 
itiiam im aager,^ tlian in ^Vsoirow'^ Ofin j<^,, 
anxib the Very roinsrse qf 4hat if>£ the '' buried 
Majtrtyof DoiEiiiBifki^^<M*jtthoxflgh 
personage alEK) ^^fineed.mtlserra. '^l^itbiiaOe^^ 
tastieifor mti^botisisi, aiid was. not averse toi 
plwigtng' his^ emititry irt tmi\ dissensiQifi, ta 
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avenge his own private wrongs, and satis^fy 
his own private feelings. 

If the peasantry of France are not all 
Basques, their defect of beauty does not 
arise from deficiency of nourishment ; for I 
do not think I ever saw a greater number of 
peii^ns, who seemed sent into the world, 
^^ poiir faire voir jusqu^oH pent oiler la peau 
kumame.*^ *' Le ban gros pire^* '^ la bonne 
grosse^mire,*^ are epithets frequently used 
and justly applied, and the old philippics of 
frogs and soupt'-maigr enow isM hurtless against 
ribs, deep in their covering, as any of the 
best new light prizes exhibited at the Wo^ 
burn shows. Among this order, indeed^ 
Miss Prescott, the Pythoness of English em^ 
bonpoint, might acquire new hints for her ' 
science of anti-phthisis^ and apply them for 
the benefit of meagre dowagers and attenus^ 
ated young ladies, with successful effect. 

The improved condition of the French 
peasantry has indeed operated with equal 
benefit, morally and physically. The de- 
structions of the feudal system, with all its 
oppressive train of taxes and imposts, has; 
produced a national regeneration. Evea 
the despotic Jaws of the conscription^ which 
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peopled the armies of France by means even\ 
more odious than the press-gang system of 
England, has been counteracted in its ef«-) 
facts, and repaired in its losses, by the amcr^ 
liorated state of the people, by the division 
of the enormous landed properties^ the equs^l 
participation in succession, and by the great 
encouragement given to the progress of vac** 
cine inoculation .♦ 

In 1781 the conirokur^giniral of France, 
under Louis XVJ. Monsieur Joli de 
Fieuri, defined ** the people*' of France,, 
to be ** peupje serf, coroiabie^ et tq,U^- 

* The BVench army was essentially national, since by 
the law of the conscription it was composed of all the 
citizens, withom disltnction of class. This was the secret 
which filled up the frllei^ ranka of the French leg^pns, and 
which reconciled the lower classes so patiently to its in- 
fliction^ It was on the higher classes it fell with- the 
greatest severity, if indeed the gentry of Fiance eyer had 
any profesaion but that of anas, or any object of .ambition 
but military glory* I asked the wife of a &nner in th« 
lale of France, who bad lost f^ son by the conscription^ 
whether she did vs>t rejoice in the downfidi of him, who 
had instituted that despotic law ? ^^ Pour celui,^* she re- 
plied, ^ il.nous a fidt tiop de mal, pour que nms dision^ 
du bieh de lui; mak il nous a fidt trop de bien, pour que 
noufli en disions du mal.'*— >Aodthi% Ibelievci i^ tb^aeot^ 
n^ent of the nation* 
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labkf d merci et misdricgrde.'^ It was the; 
misery of this *• peupie zevfj^ tfeat urged ttrt 
cause of the revolution { it was this ^^ peu^pl^ 
corviable et taillable, ie metci et mi^driiordey*^ 
\tho showed no mer<:y ft)F their heartless op- 
I^resdors. It was this riice of slaves^ de^ded^ 
tl:oddieBon> broken down^ strangers tq liber-^ 
ty , to morais^ and * to TdigioB, who weiie 
urged to commit those horrors, for which 
they are fie unjustly upbraided, and whose 
ilational mildness and haltoral goodness o# 
disposition might wdl yield to the tempta-« 
tion of satisfying a vengeanee,^ Which the 
^yoflgs ^Ad §l»v^ry pf ages had ripened> 
Bdurisbed^ an4 £o»i^Qte4 into niadnei^. 

'But that long-endunng vacehair« nowpass^ 
edaway; their children are proprietors, where 
t^iey ^et^ yass^*- The torture no longer 
existed tP fee4 ^ spirit qi bjfut^l fcracity by 
itB hofrible (sxhibiti(»&. Bigotry cko kiogei^ 
presents them with idle ferms for real prte- 
piplei?;^ ^hey haye pothing to fear fi:om the 
f^ d^itfi^^mAf'' th^. '' nw^t,'' the *' taifk,"" 
4fhe^' g^eUiy' T^^ ^^ tMt^d a.practic9} 
freedbm, not tesi p^rfmps thaw ti»t enjoyed 
by the people of England; they are moral as 
the people of Scotland; and notwithstanding 
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thfe I'eefent rarages, tliey are mdre proj^rous 
perfiapis than either. Ohl may they long 
eonfeintie so ; and in spite of that ^^ S€0urg4 
efjire,''"* with which ah English minister itsr 



'^ I 99ip; h^e a pf^ra^pph &om a letter, whix3i I li^^ 
this day received (December 29th, 1816) from Paris, 
from a gentleman of considerable talent and experience, hi 
<iie presebt stale df thia^ in Fivibc^, ^^\t>tJi^ CsmWHi P 
tenu ici des propos d'un ton, qui n'tStoit pQ» piopK^ i^ rijp(f 
^fcbeiD V» deux n^iUfmif ec qui &m% bim inop^tifdAres 
l^oHfiiaifaoffHBed-etal. 11 dit, ilT^yfiiqu^qn^t^f^^a^ 
aerel^ nomlmuiX, oil 6if>i9nl h^$uQQi^ 4i^9iSkMPeshil¥>lh 
irenaxj que k go^vemenMnt dra Bouvbooft^loit Uwp iom 
pour xme miiidb, aifsd tutbulei^te ei iananf ^tkbs^ qm b 
ndtre. Mais que TAngleterre se chargeoit de nous tenir 
sous une verge de feu ! Les militaires n'ont rien dit, et 
Mad. de Stael s^est chargee seule de repondre k ces in« 
^lences." 

^ Comme M. Canning parloit des victoires, que les An- 
glais avoient remportees, elle lui dit, que si ces messieurs 
youloient une seule fois se detacher des Russes, des Prus« 
siensy des Allemands, &c. &c. &c. et nous honorer d'une 
tite-d-Ute^ elle lui promettoit de n'fitre pas refuse ! <* Notre 
Canning" made himself extremely popular among the 
royalistes enrag6sy when I was in France, by his speech at 
Bourdeaux, in which he called that loyal city ^' le temple 
de Madame." Eor many evenings successively I never 
ientered any of the salons of my royalist friends, that this 
^^ mot de sentlment^^ was not echoed about in all sorts of 
maudlin^ wbitiing tones*- >^< Le temple de Madame!! Ah 
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said lately to have threatened them, may 
they boldly resent and timely oppose every 
effort made by domestic oppression or foreign 
invasion, which may tend to bring them back 
to that state in which they were declared, by 
the law of the land, to be ** un peuple serf, 
eorvSabte et taitlahky d merci etu mhiricordeP* 



que c'est joli ! Le T^e^m^plt <le Madame t Mais c'est 
diarmant, o>st beau.'* 

^< On 'ooii bien^ madamey'' sai^ a royaliflt to m^ vfho had 
repeated this mot de Hntimeni upon every chaj^ aad kej; 
pf the sentimental gamut, <^ on Yoit bien, madame, que 
voire Canning est un homme a sentiment, avec infiniment 
d^e8|Hrit ! Le temple de madamei Ah que c'esibeau /^' 
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^^A mesure que la pbilosophie But des progr^s, la 
gottise redouble les efforts pour ^tablir Tempire deB 
pcjug^g.'* 
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Motional ChOrattmsiics.^Sketoh of MamwSf £e- 
Jore the Revohitipn^-^DMring the Revolutions^ 
Vkder the Imperial Government.— Actual State ^ 
Society and Manners^ in France. — ;*^ The Children 
of the Revolution/' — Royalists.^^Vltra^ItoyaU 
ists^^^ComtitutionalistSj and Buonapartists. — Con^ 
versation. — Raconteurs. — Politicdl Vaudevillei."^ 
Tone of the Circles.-^French Yonth.--^fhe Mlive 
9fthe Polytechnic SckooL^^Retigious InsiHittiins* 
^^Sehoot i>f Ecouen. 

National idiosyncrasy must always re-> 
eeive its first colduring from the iafluence 
ef soil and of climate ; and the moral charac-^ 
teiristica of every people be resolvable into 
the peculiar constitution of their physical 
structure. Religion and goveniment^ iii«^ 
deed, give a powerful direction to the prin** 
eiples and modes of Qiviliz^d society, and 
debase or elevate its inhereint qualities, by 



•Digitized by VjOOQIC 



142 ^cietV. 

the excellencfe or defect of their own instU 
tutes. But the complexional features of the 
race remain fixed and unchanged, the ori« 
ginal impression, of nature is never effaced. 

The portrait drawn of the ancient Gauls^ 
by Caesar, preserves its resemblance to the 
French of the present day, notwithstanding 
the Various grafts that have been inserted 
into the national stock. And Agathias and 
Machiavel have nearly given the same sketch 
of the same originals^ at periods of very re-^ 
mote distance, and with views of very dif- 
ferent tendency. Susceptible and ardent, 
impetuous and fierce, the most civilized of 
all the barbarians, whom Rome subjected to 
her yoke, are still the most polished people 
of Europe; and the French, through all 
the vicissitudes of their political fortunes, 
through all the horrors of the most sangui- 
nary epoch of their revolution, have exhi- 
bited that inherent tendency to asocial at- 
tachment, that culpability of generous de- 
votion, and that fund of bon^hommie {to use 
a word of their own creation, for a feeling 
peculiar to themselves), which evince. that 
the worst form of religion and governinlent 
could not destroy the happy elements of 
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cbatacter, out of which such kindly dispo- 
sitions arose. The atrocities, which stained 
the most unfortunate eera of the revolution ♦ 
were almost redeemed by the constitutional 
virtues, which exhibited themselves during 
its progress. Condorcet, condemned to 
deaths yet refusing the asylum which friend-*- 
ship risked itself to offer him, is but one out 
of a thousand examples of noble disinterest-** 
^ness and heroic devotion.* 

When humanity snatched one breathing' 
moment from blood and terror, to bestow it 
on social intercourse ; when all the quarters 
of Paris gave that well-remembered civic 
dinner in the public streets, to which g.11 
were bidden, and to which all were wel- 
comed; the tide of social affection, long 
frozen in its channels, suddenly dissolved, 
and flowed in its wonted genial current. 

♦ Condorcet, pursued by the terrorists, received an offer 
of protection and concealment ftom a female friend : hd 
peremptorily refused this generous offer, exclfdmwg, 
** Vous seriez fiors la loiT " Eh! suis-je hors Vhu^^ 
maniti .^" was her answer. This heroic reply did not pre- 
vail upon the unfortunate fugitive : he fled from the asylum 
of the friend, whose saftty was more preeious than Wf 
fwn^ and survived but a few dftyB. ^ . j i. 
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The iid{>uIsiofis o£ joy were univerwi;; 
Htninger^ ta$hed into eadh otber's arittS; 
frietidB^ long stvered^ clung in close eoiH- 
brace ; and the sanguinary tyrant of the hour 
wwi in this radden burst of friendly com-' 
fltluilication^ tlie revival of the national '^bonr 
kommie/' and the downfstU of his own powen 
A decree was issutid against tlie veCurreni{« 
of such festivals of the heart; but it was 
published too late : the avenues of social feel*f 
tog were again opened^ and the civic dimer 
Was the passover of an emancipated people. 

The frightful system of despotism^ laid by 
the feiXK:ious tyranny of Louis XI. and ao* 
6amt)lished by the ambition and pride of 
Louis XIV. produced an obvious and Dai^tai 
inflaeuce on the character of tlie nation < 
The independence of the nobility, which 
bent before the open force and direct hosti^^ 
lity of the barbarian king, moulded into irre-- 
trievable ruin before the enfeebling cor- 
ruption of the snore acoompHsbed despot* 
A^nOB^ this prime destroyer of the liberties 
and morals of his devoted people, Histoiy 
appeaU to posterity; for the cotemporary 
daronfiolers, who undertook their task at 
royal commands «dA ff^ned her j^ge vq 
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tiiMk.sq(rvHig obgieqii4oii6fii§iM(> to fthe vam&f of 
tfa^p cMptc^ar, were itisi^ii^bie to the fia^ 
tiomil 4kgf|ula(^ioii ihay reeofd^d. Wimti 
Bi)41eaii» and Eaeine recited to the monaKh^ 
aiftd tpi hi»nil8trei»4e8^ the ^o^rieg^ p(^»p9 A<i^ 
potsret pf hi«Teig»,* tbdse couftly poete, but 
£wbl4& iMstorianf, felt ao4 thft the funalt 
wMcb' iatlemd the pride of the valn^^lorioue 
king, crnidemiied the d^topot c^^ a ruined 
people to immortal ignominy. The ufipro-i' 
fitable wars, by which the insatiate ambition 
of Louis XIY^ endeavoured to e^t^nd his 
dominion ; the lavish expenditure, of incaU 
colaJbie traaautaes^ dissipated in idle anmse*^ 



* After ft dangerous illness, the king permitted BQileau 
and Racine to aniuse him, by reading aloud some pages 
of the* history ^ hik reign, ^wMcU Mad. die Montespafi 
hw} angled nAmxx 4». ^le* , fFhe ittng iteard f kem, seated 
h^>(^ii ^^g i^4> m^€\im»^ ih^ on^M ^i^/l^^t pf hc^ 

ppver, theot^fr in;ljerwfti^e, T.9 ^Qqounf fpr the dis- 
tinction thus conferred upQn his ex-favourite, Xouis said ; 
**J? esibienjusfCf madame^ ^lie^oou^ a^shtiez d ta licturtr^ 

hi^TY(4fi4mfh ^!?finjd,i;o94i^|r^^;>i¥&8el4^ 1^ 
bjsrjlib?iist;;^s, w4 ^^cwut^d fcy Jiji^ pensioned poets!!! 
What a combination ! Buonaparte, sp^^ng of Louis XIV. 
said, * "C'^tait un pauvfe Hbnini^ ;~8il e^tistait, je n'eh 
vMdiak piis pour moa-aid^-de'GBinp.^' 
VOL. !• L 
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ments, or squandered on gorgeous palaces^ 
left his people beggared, and his finance ex- 
hausted . His despotic supremacy suffered no 
trace of political liberty to exist ; and the 
fatal example of his own private life spread 
the dire contagion of vice and of hypocrisy 
through every class^ and opened the gates 
of syi^matic depravity to his successors^ 
which, never closed, till the whole temple of 
corruption was 

... . " hurled headloDgi 

With hideous ruin, and combustion, down." 

In the history of civilized society there is, 
perhaps, no parallel for the mor^l degra- 
dation which enveloped France, during the 
whole of the e^hteenth century. It was a 
demoralization so perfect, so unrestrained, 
and finally so unconsciously subsisting, sap^ 
ping, corrupting, gangrening eviery social 
and moral relation of life, that towards the 
end of the long reign of Louis XV. scarcely 
one tie, that binds man to man, remained 
unbroken or imdefiled : all was pollution^ 6r 
degradation, political profligacy, or moral 
delinquency. Fiction and fact, history and 
romance, all tbat described, and all that 
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imitated the morals and manners of these 
days, reflect their disgusting details 'with 
frightful £delity. . It is the illustrious Bus* 
sys* and St« Simons who attest the enormities: 
they rso gaily picture. It is the high-born 
Richelieu, who has immortalized the (^jpmr' 
yity of that elevated class, whose vices are 
found epitomized in his own history of his' 
own life. From the careless and spirited 
details of the brilliant de Sevign6, down to 
the imitative and ingenious fictions of the 
Marivaiix, Crebillons, Louvets, and the 
Duclos, a code of corruption might be drawn, 
so perfect in vice, so matchless in crime, 
that not the hardiest champion of the ^^ ban 
vieux tems^^ would dare to defend it, or could 
refrain from astonishment, that ^'"^ such things 
c0uld be,^ 

^^ And overcome him, like a Bummer^s cloud, 
Without his special wonder !" 



♦ Comte de Bussy Rabutin/. author of ^^ Histoire 
Ambureitte dea Gaules," and of << Mimoiies." It is cu-^ 
rious to observe, that the intimate and most admii^ firi^id 
of the amiable Mad, de Sevigne was M. Pomenara) a noted 
coiner, though a man of rank. He was repeatedly tried for 
his life ; and Mad. de Sevigne frankly declares her belief, 
ihat he was guilty of every crime, bui pohoning. 

L 2 
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When the meaAure of pe^ticM abiMs «i(Ub 
illed to QvcrflQwitig; irhen not a my of frf)e#^ 
dam vf%a left to the people^ not a &hbdo# of 
i^proseatatioB to the nobitiiiy ; when venatky 
fit^yked forth in the stole of sanctity, mhI 
simony held an opi^ masket; whea pr ivirr 
leges wefe substituted fiir nghts, and m^Uf 
QiQCe usm?ped the forma of legitunate power} 
when exaction and oppression "vr^nt liiand to 
baud through ev^ry enonDnity, and the ipoih 
9QU of moral oorraplion had worked its leayeD 
throi^l^ the wlKile masa; tbeii the bond; of 
i^0!^«itty was rent aaunder ; and the gr^it aii<t 
$«al^^t7^^^t?ii^» which followed, wMonly 
pr>oport40iiate^ in its piKigMfii andeffi&els, tti 
its origin and mmses* Tbe£i^ eacph>akeii^ 
bold» brilliant, and aspirings aa the asceid^ 
ing fires of pyrotechny, was followed by the 
admiration, and consecrated by the vows of 
all that was enlightened and lilKval in* £u* 
rope. Even royalty watched its commence- 
iij^nt without fear? ^ il» Ugbt pierced the 
gl<)QW. of tbe 4iingeon^ and bdgbteaed the 
mansions «rf!iv^ing«epiiltnre^, and phiteseplvy 
glofied in its career^ as she beheld the dark- 
ness of ipr^udic© dissipated by its bl^t^e* and 
the frightful,^fiae.e# despatwm sink u»40C 
its influence. 
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But, though the reyolution wa» aa ^vent 
devoutly wished by the libcfal, afld arderttly 
forwarded by the wise ; though all the t&lent 
«iid ^\l the g^iuB o$^ the nation concufined in 

^^ Mutual le^e^ 
United thoughts and counsel, equal hope^ 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize," 

they could but direct its spirit, aiid guide 
its views, tt wks the physical force of the 
nation, whith cdUld alone carry the design 
into effect. It Was the collected mass of the 
most political degta^d^d people in JEutope, 
which was to bear it oftj and the fcatise of 
ffeedotn was inevitably cominitied ilitd the 
hands 6f skveS, It Was to no race, like the 
H^rtttldons of Achilles, swarming forth, and 
changing theii' spfecifes, that the Work of de- 
vajstation was consigned. Those who gave 
the revolution its sanguinary character were 
BO iairaauk)u«^prog^iyi, no ^ponti^tolis pf o-^ 
duet of thfe new twdcrdf thing*, btit the 
home-bred ehildreti of despotism, who, like 
the '^ yelling monsters**, of Milton's $ii\^ 
turned d^ain^ttheiFjiiQtbfiv^ and 
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Familiar with sights of blood, to which 
the public executions had inured them,* 
their own wild deeds were governed by their 
horrible experience. Sympathy long dead- 
ened, and sensibility long blunted, by the 
very nature of their institutions, they had 
now none left to exercise or to bestow on 
those who had thus degraded them. It was 
these long passive and thoroughly debased 
subjects of abused authority, who, creeping 
from their dens, shadowed by the Bastille, 
followed in the train of their tiger-leaders; 
who, glutted with blood, yet thirsting for 
carnage, taught the dreadful lesson, that 
those only who are educated in liberty, are 
capable of forwarding her cause ; who evinced 
that many revolutions must occur, and mai^^ 
systems of government arise and fall, ere the 
stain of vassalage can be effaced ; ere the 



- * In the history of human cradty, there was nothing so 
atrocious as thfe criminal punishments of France. Mad. 
de Sevign6 mentions, in the course of her letters, above 
fifty persons broken alive on the wheel, and two laxlies 
burned by a slow fire ; of whom, One was accused of sor- 
cery. Damien and lUvillac were torn to pieces by horses, 
after tortures the most horrible : " the question," or tor- 
ture, was a thing of every-day occurrence. • 
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mark of the chain can be worn from the 
lieck of the captive, and the freeman forget 
that he had once been a slave I 

As it is the fashion of the day purposely 
to mistake constitutional principles, for de- 
mocratic speculations, so it is its policy to 
revive and bring forward the horrors of the 
revolution, as " bug-bears dressed to frighten 
children,*' into all that can be imposed or 
inflicted. Images of long*passed crimes are 
conjured up, to spread terror, to awaken 
indignation, to increase prejudice, and to 
render the people of two great nations the 
victims of the old state policy of " divide^ 
and govern.'* But it should be remembered, 
that the generation which perpetrated these 
atrocities, were the legitimate subjects of 
legitimate monarchs, and were stamped with 
the character of the government, which pro- 
duced them. The race, however, have long 
passed away, which immolated, on the same 
altar, plebeian worth and royal virtue ; who 
included in the same mighty hecatomb the 
champions of loyalty and the advocates of 
freedom, the La Tremouilles and La Roche-^ 
foucaulds, with the Rolands and the Con- 
dorcets, all that was precious in the annals 
of ancient chivalry, with all that was distiu* 
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^uisbed ia the records of modem philosophjr. 
Matttre in lile^ Vrhen the 8Cem of their im^ 
quities opened upon this '' horrid tnW/' it 
hoon closed upon thdir guilt; and the Matfats^ 
the Diinlkohs^ and the Rtobedpierres^ Who be-»- 
longed equally to the ordef 6f things wh^di 
pteceded the terolution^ atid to^ that, wknAk 
fillad up the most frightful df its epodM> om 
never r6<>appeai.r^ unless a similar dbrm^iidn 
in the government^ and an eqcoi degtudaiioa 
in the nation^ shall prov« again the inevitioihle 
contieetion between oppression, in the riileri^ 
add worthlesBness, in the people. 

The nobility of Frtuiee^ including all the 
higher classes of society, are distinguished! 
in the early annall of theif eoimtry^ by a 
boldnea» and to etiergy df ctemcter^ wlntih 
Aot even the iron c^es and loathsdttie dinw 
geons of their determined foe^ Louiri XI ^ 
eould subdue. But what his oppressioto 
tottld not effect, the viei^^m eourt and ecnv» 
ruptihg despoti«h of Louis XIV. acown- 
plfshfed. In the whlrtiflg sycophants, >ho 
shed teftrs if'heft'thfe ftiotJAifeh fmwned $♦ vho 



* Even " le veriueux Pomponne^^ is described a^ w^eP'^ 
ihgj whren the kihg W{jtt>V«d hiM ; art* Moii*8ftUf fewerffc til 
fJto J%«i of ate fo^aI btM»f t» tluiniiaiii ibr H fiiroar wth 
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<CfttivtiMed tihe ItonOur o£ becxntiing the kushttnd 
4^ hu mhtreis't or of yielding up their daugh<- 
ites to royal odiM»binagei it is difficult to 
trace tlie ancient baronical independence} the 
high aeitte vi honoiif, yifhith produced the 
OuBtbi'mi and the Bth/arth Of earlier dajr^^^MM. 
Amiiol^t the onuige groves and luxuriotB 
pariUiotiSrof- Venaflle», amofig priests aM 
pQissitet> incbildii^ amUMsnenti and intr6* 
insniah ^^oemp» esipired that once brilliaiit 
spirit, which gave to the French cavtilier llin 
pcimliar tttm Of gaUont intrepidity. The 
vaexgif^ Bnd vivacity, distinguishable throiigh 
the pohtical and teliglo^ straggles of the 
Iieiil^ue, v^eteno more, and that careless dea^ 
petQition> which k^duoed the tshiek of the 
Fironde to ei&badL in a cawC) s(»roeiy under* 
stood} to pkase a. bsauty^ searcely kwywfl} 

« de fitire la gueire aox rois," 

or, 

** d# feire la ^erfe aux clieux,'* 



ftgnwi finoiM:Qf.biB^ti«Bdft. Mad, de Majbitwon's owa 
pUliHi* of du# <<i>0Nr«ii^v«)*' 4«,ch«€aU»4^i8'cvl^o<l•« 
** J^mu jf vajfom dn mnitt$ nam H^etj tht r«g««f <d[9 

mmdegranXkurttAtne,**. 
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this bright etherial spark of national fire 
was exchanged for a flanie^ cold and putres- 
cent as the marshy exhalation, and fit only 
to light the idolatrous altars, raised by a pa« 
rasite aristocracy, to the worship of a vain-^ 
glorious monarch. — The group of slaves, 
which the flattery of the sculptor has placed 
at the feet of the most gorgeous statue of 
the most gorgeous of kings, aptly images 
the higher classes of society, by wUch he was 
surrounded.* 

The courtiers of Louis Xy . not less feeble 
and more depraved, not less abject and more 
vicious, resolved all human dignity into the 
maxim of '^reprisenter nohlementJ' How 
possible it was to reprhenter noiiement, with- 
out one noble. principle or manly virtue, the 
innumerable memoirs of the innumerable 
" gay Lotharios'^ of those days of egotism 
and vanity best evince. 

The transition from the finical refine- 



* YiHien this famous statue of Louis XIV. was thro\m 
down, in 1799, the name of the celebrated artist, Girardon, 
was found written on one of the feet of the horae. Gharn* 
fort Kttherharihly defines this humUkjf to be ^< £a modesie 
Mtised^un homme de giniCf qui se erait honori de tra-omUef 
Orlaghired'untT/ran.*'* 
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merits and solemn puerilities of this ag6 of 
dramatic representation, to the bold, coarse, 
republican tone of revolutionary manners^ 
was singularly rapid, and curiously contrast*- 
ed. To the ennui, exhaustion, and inanity; 
which characterized the insipid circles of k 
worn-out race, succeeded an exaltation of 
head and a glow of heart, productive some^ 
times of the noblest, sometimes of the most 
tragical, and sometimes of the most ludicrous 
effects. The self-immolation of Charlotte 
Corde, the dauntless heroism of Madame 
Roland, belong to the best sera of Roman 
patriotism. The avengeful feelings, which 
rose almost beyond the tone of human vin- 
dictiveness^ pursuing the dying moments of 
Robespierre, *^ breathe a browner horror'^ 
over deeds of darkness, than the deepest 
shades of tragic fiction* have ever reached; 



* When Robespierre stood upon the steps of the tribu- 
nal, vainly appealing to a people over whose passioBs he 
had now lost all influence (for bis last hour was come), a 
spectral figure^ tall^ gaunt, and fearful, which had for some 
iiin^ moved closely beside him, now continued to murmiir 
«'at intervals in his ear, in a hollow and monotonous tone, 
•^</ii'it*ef piu$rieny\iyrunl; Pichafaud VattenaJ'^ Ilobe»- 
pierre in vain endeavoured to fh>wn away diis evil genius-^ 
his frown had lost its terror, and his voice its ccrnimand. 
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and there is nothing broader in farce^ than 
the vici^itKidefl of the Abon Haseane of the 
early part of the revolution | when the 
^* rabble rout^* of Porte St. Antoine as&un^ 
the toga of Pairkiufi digmty; when Caius 
Marius/the cc^ler^ discussed the rights (>f the 
people^ under the domes of the Capets, and 
Cornelia, the fishwomab, distifibuted black 
bread to her ragged marmetes^ with the con^ 
scions feelings of the motiier of the Gracchi. 
It was during this national SatUfnalia^ that 
the Rochefoncaulds, the Taileyrands^ th^ 
Mirabeaus^ became immersed in the itaud 
they bad raked up from the ^' lie du^vph y*^ 
and Slow suing those^ so lately the slbves of 

w \tr"" " " • i "! '• - - - - - -f • 

AnotW instance of poetical Justice attended the death 
ef ttite ^ngtiinary monster, whkli mau^ked tte fri|r1i|{)i| 
^«Mg6aiit6 of dk0 times. Wketi his lumd tniseed i^ mto^ 
and he shot himself through the jaw instead of through the 
brain, he was carried to the hdtel de '•ille^ and laid upon 
thft cottncil-tabfe, f#om whiish so laa&y ^ bis horrid de^ 
ctees hmJL issued. A womani who had waU^ed dose beside 
dui bier on which ke wad eitrriedi with a cpunt^mnce. of 
find despftiiv \xxk her station at his bead, aad gpwed en 
his wangled fonii with looks 6f UHgluifed 'V^Dgeaace, for 
ke had been the mttrdurtir t>f hcil- sen* la ih« iigxMuea 
ef a burning thirst, he (AUed fiir somethiAg to diii^. 
^B^tsTMSAlrv/'t^f^tdilinHWgbii^^ ^^ig/r4mt 
tu At foipoiin 4iisil h mmI^i 



V' 
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thtai legitirt»»te p^wer, fewobly craved ** the 
9U)st;0ireet voices'* ol the swinish muititude, 
who thus 

** JhranK'd it in authority , against iM noble sufferance" 

In tHs moment of general subversion, all 
was tiansition themost iriolent, and extremes 
th^ Vp^ opppsiti? ;, eviweing a peojd« from 
whom all |>;cin<?iple8 had long been withheld, 
by arbitnwy power j and whoj when relea*^ 
j£r<Mn its restrftintjSi lt>e«;ame the 4aves of their 
QWW ttnbridkd an4 iU-dir^cted wiil- Tiifl^s 
the most puerile with «vents the most im* 
pojcUnti, eq,;us^Uy oppupied th^ public mind; 
Rn4 wWk the government was daily <;haoging 
its fi^xms and its phiefs, Ql:^)«cts the^^Qst in-^ 
signift?ant became enveloped i« the universal 
trwi^wju^ation, \Stre?ts changedtheir namfs, 
hxfteU their distinations, rooms their fnmi-^ 
ture. The p/ace Lguk Qmaxe bec^mf the 
"place de la BAvolution." Where the Sevignes 
and the Hichelieus presided over the elegant 
cir^Ws of their day* th^; M>mte^wuFi& oeiw 
hpwi^A or i^e Omn^m voci^ated;:. 9^ 
BiriMo^ and. Qondorc^ opposed to ithe wild 
ins^i^ofo^^f Yi^r ang«cby,tb©ibol4« JQw'' 
less eloquence of paiirioitism s^nd ;^^iiD9, 
whefe, hajplya Vpiture. had once rf tiite^ his 
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insipid verses to applauding dutchesscs, when 
the ^"^Guirlande de Julie'' was deemed the 
passe^outre of the intellect of the nation. 

All the lumber of aristocracy » material and 
immaterial^ was placed under the ban of po- 
pular eversion; and the armoires of Boule, 
and the tapestry of the Gobelins, submit- 
ted alike to revolutionary rage, with the 
fortunes and the lives of their noble owners! 
While the time-honoured bergire drew 
down the imputation of bad citizenship, the 
" divin tabouref was a sure stepping-stone 
'* d la /ari^eme'*— Josses and buffets gave 
way to Etruscan va$es, and antique tripods^ 
and the venerable '' canapi/^ denounced and 
proscribed, yielded to the usurpation of 
couches, which Praxiteles might have design- 
ed for the apartments of Aspasia— Even the 
splendid pendules, which had presided in the 
royal palaces over hours 

^^ ThiU danced away with down upon their feet^'^* 

submitted to the common fate ; and while 
the time-pieces of Versailles and St. Cloud 
were sold for old brass. Flavins, the hair- 
dresser, consulted his sun-dial, and asked of 
Memmius, the cast-clothes* man, 

^^ I pntlxMi citizen^ what shadow of the day is it ?" 
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Religian too^ still struggling for her su-^ 
premftcy under any name or iorm, adopted 
** the changeful fashions of the day/'— JETed- 
thm altars rose, where holy reposoirs had 
once held their stations; the scite of mytho* 
logical rites, long consecrated to Christian 
devotion, again resumed its original name 
and puipose; and the venerable churdi of 
the thricet-blesited Sf. Ginevicve became the 
^* temple of all the gods/^ 

But, while the people and their dema- 
gogue-leaders thus evinced the inherent fri- 
volity of a long degenerating people ; while 
modes suid mataners rapidly changed their 
form and colouring, with successive' ccmsti* 
tutions; the principle of regeneration was 
still slowly working out. its way, through 
the tissue of folly and ferocity that opposed 
it. The public spirit and good sense of the 
nation, its genius, and its patriotiiim^ under 
the names of Federalists, Brissotins, ot Gi» 
Fondins> stood opposed alike to the bad taste: 
and bad feeling of a ^ild democracy, wl^ch 
had ranged itself under the protection of the 
deities of Olympus* The r^ime of terror 
rism threw a mauvaue odeur over the lepid)-^ 
licaii jargon of the modem BmvTi, and the 
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tone of society, dimng the reign of tbe.Di-* 
i^eotoiy^ stood much less indebted to the getf 
ting-up of articles from the chvsdicai dkti* 
oaory, tba^ti apy which had been adopted 
since the finsi asra of tbe i^evolution* > 

While, however, mann^fs were tinctuispd 
witk all tbe exaggetatttd feelings of the dixy^ 
and partook of that ridionia, to irhi<;h aU 
eKaggecated feeling ts liable^- the najbion vas 
making a silent but sensil^e progrots i^ mo- 
Fals and iiliiminaiion. Ifothers now glofied^ 
or aJflGected'to glmry, ia that saeted name; 
infancy no^ ioqiger drev }|9 •sQstehance 'Sdmbl 
a. hireling hosoQi; qar wa& iduldhood faeitefib 
of aii tbe.'iBiadeaiHnents 43f home^^ ocidriTeii 
feopi Afae ei^oyitnenfc of .^omesjtie affection to 
d|^<ohiUing *6elkof a>co4W«it^. and the oald 
attaiilpifNas j^i pupchaiBed ^ts;: Daughters 
beifiLiiwe jne«1beits;4>£ th sona 

tme itaiighti iry ^u fathera thset they had ja 
ootmtiy^ aad^ Maiuict;, righting faeFadf evfin 
asnadsib tfae^ioutragias draeMniikted en hfasr, ofo^* 
tftawd ^ kaAaaxesiyn ihs feeiaings acid aei» 
tions of Mci^y^ to . wfaidk, i» FmiGe^: sbe 
kid tong'baest^atcanger. 

it uras at thisi vfjMrioA tkhoi ja searie& ef 
^kirions cos^fi«Battali]oad^ajidA]i.a^ 
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struggle for power^ at home^ called forth 
a new arrangement in the govemment of 
the state. The people were worn out by 
a rapid succession of constitutions, which 
had as yet produced little tangible good, and 
taken no permanent form. They sought a 
chief, whose influence might compose the 
still fermenting mass of public opinion, and 
throw the tie of unity over contending fac- 
tions. Military glory, " which grew with 
what it fed on/' had become the object of 
national enthusiasm; and the people, like 
the friends of Coriolanus, deeming, that 

— — — " Valour was the chiefest vktue, 
And did most dignify the wearer,'' 

chose for their ruler the greatest qitptain of 
the age, and placed him by acclamation on 
the throne of France, who had already laid 
the thrones of continental Europe at her 
feet.* 

♦ ^* My brother,'' said Lncien Buonaparte, " is the most 
legitimate monarch in Europe ; for he is the only one 
chosen by the voice of the people." 

Buonaparte had indeed made himself popular by many 

little acts of generosity and fton-Aommte, which, in whatever 

cause they originated, had their effect on the army and the 

lower cla«es. After the battle of Areola^ he was walking 

VOL. I. M 
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Napcdeon Bironaparte* elected EiniJ^eror 
of the . French, preserved unsullied^ dtiring 
the first period of his reign, tbe popolarkyi 
which had given birth to his elevation* Pter-* 
soxial merit had now reached its.jtist s^n-* 
dard of appreciation in a countly, where all 
factitious distinctions bad long teen reddced 
to their intrinsic value ; and ' talent; stilt 
holding its. supremacy ^ became the passport 
to. imperial protection. The arts* and sci* 
ences rallied round the throne of him, whose 
conquests had so considerably extended 
their resources,* and whose liberality had 
lavished such munificent rewards on their 



nlone through the c^aoip at night, ^rheh be perceived a sen* 
tinel asleep upon his axins^ He took hia fil^ee gently from 
him, and placing him on the ground, kept watch on his 
post for nearly two hours. The soldier at last awoke, and 
perceiving an officer doing his duty, was panic-struck; 
but when the next moment he discovered that this officer 
was the Commander-in-Chief, he ^claimed, in a tone 
of despair: '' BuQtUfpftrtt ! Je suis perdu.'* Buonaparte re- 
turning him his arms, simply observed, " apres tant de fiir 
Ugues, ilest permis k un bnsLve, comipetoij^ de s'endonnir ; 
^lfis wc^ autre fpis preti^s mieux, ton iems^V , 

• Buonaparte expended^tliif ty imllipnaof Jfrancs^on, ob- 
jects of art and anti(]^LeS; besides those he. obtained by 
conquest. 
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numeroud prdfbssor&v Hereditary nmk came 
forth' friam iti^ ruined tawers^ ho hail ttit 
founder of a new* dynasty, who promised 4«^ 
mtitieratiooy for a portion at leasts off nv^hiat 
the revolution hadconfkcatedv The de-t 
scendanti of the : ancieivt - defetfderi^ of tht 
good kings^* Raonl a^d^ Hugh G^p6t>, lent 
their tinsie^conseorated- support to> t^ fourth 
raoe> as ; thfeir'a^ni^storB;, had < struggled ^^l 
arid crownedV a- second and a third. Many 
of the most ancient nobility of France h»& 
remaih)ed in the country ^ and weathered the 
storms ;of its successive re^blutions ; and.tlM 
Rohkis> fh^M^ t^ Xia Rochefou^ 

caufds/ tiie'BeaUVeaUSi the PrasUns, lh« 
Biroiis^ the- J^ria^ieSr; 'the Montjnorehcisi 
the Talleyrands; in a word, the most illus- 
trious names in the historical annals of the 
nation, filled the anti-chamber, or assisted in 
the councils 6i a chief, \*'ho''c6urted their 
representatives with deference, received 
them with kindness, and, loaded them with 
honours. « ^ ' 

Every day some erasure was made from 
the list of emigrant proscription ; * the 

* Napoleon was so anxious to have the. ancient nobility^ 
about his person, that he left no means untried to bring 

m2 
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•descendants of the '' menim-'^ to the ^* mon- 
t%wr$'^ of feebler day s^ became thtfrienfis of 
the reigning sovereign ; and the " guidons of 
the royal lily'-f ranged thpQiselves under 
the standard of the imperial eagle. All &sh<- 
ions were now blended in one ; and it was 
reserved for this singulsir founder of. his 
own fortunes to cement and establish his 
power, by operating a fusion of all parties in 
his own fevour, thus presenting, in tl\e first 
and wisest era of his reign, a combination of 
ta^lerits, feelings, and principles, which had 
long been given to the support of opposite 
and cpntendiiig systems. The leadeir^ of the 
several former constitutiQug r(pw Joiiiied in 
upholding one, and preserved the recolleefc^ 



them oyer. Ooe day he erased the naxnes of so many 
emigrants from the list of proscription, that his minister 
remarked, " Comment donc^ Sire^ vous aUe% rayer le Comte 
dTArtois, et son frStef* To which he replied, *^ Ei 
poarquoi tion ? Est^ce qu*ib oniporti ks armesP*^ 

♦ The meninsj or minions of the dauphins of France, 
were ten young gentlemen kept about his person to dissi- 
pate his ennui. They had six thousand livres pension, 
^^ pour itre assi/fus aupris du dauphin.** 

+ See the Marquis de Sevignc's complaints at remaining 
a guidon J at the age of forty. 
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ion of their apcient feuds iw furtberi than to. 
lament that they ever existed. 

It was a dogma in the new political creed 
of Napoleon, that the ancient noblesse of 
the country, though essentially allied to the 
fallen dynasty, might be rendered an equally 
firm and brilliant support to his own ; . and 
while a sort of romantic passion for historical 
names * abetted the policy, which led him 
to re*>establish the families which bore them, 
the descendants of the ancient barons of 
France were nothing loth to receive new dig-^ 
nities, and the immense revenues that were 
given in lieu of their ancient possessions, 
even from the hands of a parvenu sovereign* 
*' It jLs astonishing/' said M. de Talleyrand, 
*' how many emigrant ladies, of the old court, 
wish me to force them to become darner d^hon^ 
neur^ in the new/' And it is a well known 



* Napoleon was veiy proud of being geniil»homme: 
One day, at Vienna^ the Emperor of Austria, in reply to bis 
boast on tbis bead, observed tbat be bad seen in tbe. irape* 
rial library an (dd account of the Buonaparte fiunily* 
Napoleon eagedy bef^^ tbevolUme 9» a present firom bis 
iatber-in-]aw^ wbo answered, drily, tbat it bad been taken 
from the library, during the occupation <^ Vienna by the 
French. 
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f^t^ that many of the cUdevant '^ dfuci et 
pairs/^ who now talk in rapttires of the 
^* ifieffabJe y^Hciti dont jouissirent kur pires, 
souB^ la jpdisihlt durie de r^mpire h^riditaire/* 
Vrer6 then j^roiid to display theif* gt*and chain- 
bellati's ribbon, in the itiiperial anti-room ; 
and courted' smiles and accepted favours from 
the munifieence of him, whom they now con- 
temptuously mciition, in' the presence of 
legitimacy, by ' the epithet of the usurper I 

Amongst the ancient nobility, 'h6wever, 
Napoteoti had rtiany personal friends, ' wbo 
Justify tlieit allegiance td him by arguments 
difficult to refute;* They did not giVe^ lip 
their hereditary 'princes; till aU "Etirbpe' had 
likewise abahdoried them ; till Russia, Prus- 
sia, Austria, Spain, tieady all the legitimate 
authorities of the continent, had deserted 



♦ Buonaparte^s preference of the old nobility went so 
&r, that^heordeceddi^' prdft«s ippre ^be^^fpeHM magh* 
iroMres fbu Offfoge" to' tiief^poorer 'geiittemen,-finr whom 
no bettet envfAoymehta tdiildbevi»M.d« dut; ' Tftid ptifer* 
Mce ^ta f«0aded widi gi^t Jiadons]^^ tkeTsst oT Vtk% 
nuion, widi wfaom it badlong^be^n-MsolMi^ tnto a niftitim, 
tkat aU tfad eitil9e!isi sbobid be the ^^ dhfms de Mirs 
oetianB /' and ikv whote eyet idl^who^^hredtheitftM twira 
equally nable. 
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the cause, of legitimwy. . :WJaen th^Ske po- 
tentates had acknowledged *h^ power which 
the French nation had choeea for itself, the 
Bourbons became in France what the Stuarts 
hadheea iri^England; and! HU that it had 
once been: .virtue ib^ u|iliold, it th^ becJame 
treason .to defend. . With such sanction for 
their fcer^versatidn, the ne^ility felt at that 
period, with the rest of the nation, that he^ 
round whom they rallied^ 

^^ More worthy interest had done the state, 
*' Than th^ose, the shadows of succession." 

The court of the new Charlemagne, filled 
with the descendants of Pjreux aqd Paladins, 
<assumed a, character of gothic grandeur, 
wholly destructive to that tone of republican 
sixapUcity, which J^rutus Buonaparte had 
once contribute^d to. establish>* The house 
tjf brick .bec£^me a palace of . marble. The 



' * Buonapaite and' Casti,' the author of " gli animali 
piatUfiii^* had/heenidiown to eftch'other finrkig the iertot 
of ^he rei^lttttonary .thnes. When Casti was afterwards 
presented at the imperial court, the Emperor addressed 
him with ^^ Eh bierii'Signdr Cdstiy ites-vous toujours d6» 
mt>cratf^ f* Pius quejaniais^ Sfre/' replied the poet. 
<< Je voisque ks grands Jmnmesd^uUnt parld.^^ 
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faiiy splendours of the Caliph Aaron-*aP 
Raschid were united to the cumbrous magni- 
ficence of the middle ages. TJie stately for- 
malities of the Escurial presided over the 
circles of the Thuilleries; and the costumes 
of the Vaiois and the Medici fell in heavy 
folds over forms, which had long exhibited 
their symmetry in the adhesive drapery of 
Grecian sculpture.* Even the old stage pro-* 
perties of royal legitimacy came forward, on 
the scene of imperial representation ; and the 
decorations of the legion of honour were dis- 
tributed from the casque of Guesclin and 
the belmet of Bayard ; while the chair of 
Dagobert was furbished up to receive the 
representative of the westjefn emperors, and' 
the iron ci'own of Lombardy was cleaned and 
polished, to encircle the brows of a new king 
of Italy, the successor of the Caesars. 

The fastes of France now rivalled those of 
ancient Rome, in its most splendid days. 
The government, once defined to be a des- 
potism, ** tempiri par une chamanj' was now 
a despotism, veiled in a halo of splendour. 

• The costumes of the two Medicis were assumed by 
the empresses^ at their coronation. 
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The riches of. £urope were poured .farto the 
cc^ffers of jtbe stete ; potentates were visits 
ants or prisoners in the palaces of its^ capital, 
and their territories were incliided; within the 
boundaries of its dominion. Works. of Ro- 
man magnitude, beauty, and utility, avose oit 
every side: all that was mean was removed ; 
all that was noble was revived ; all that wore, 
the air of improvement received the sanction 
of authority; and society, taking its tone 
froni the colossal grandeur of the governrr 
ment^ was massive in its forms, splendid in 
its draperies, energetic in its spirit, and bril- 
liant in its details. The insipidity of the 
*^ good old times,'^ and the ferocity of the re- 
volutionary days, were alike denounced by 
the reigning hon^ton ; " and les Muses et les 
GraceSy^ with their old cortege ^* les souris et 
les amours, ^^ were dismissed in company with 
the phrases and figures- of rhetorick, the 
tropes a,nd images of jacobin oratory. 

The character of the nation seemed to as- 
similate itself to that of the chief; and its 
inherent activity, taking a high direction, 
was no longer diverted by enfeebling insti- 
tutes to insignificant objects, nor worked 
upon by temporary exaltations to frenzied 
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yiolenee. The public deportment and oc* 
cupied life/ of the. emperor^ put the exhibi- 
tion of vice^and ithe, appearance of idleness 
out of jEstthiosi. Th«re were.no > mistresses 
of state ;* no Pompadour ^r du. fiaarr6 ^to 
gire royal wnetidn to private pmflig»cy:, ami 
to^Gonvert (female t cs^nces . iilix^ .reasons . of 
stater. No gdiiaaf^ were^ played atcdnrty 
which in the city iirere.prdbibtted undeii pain 
of (xleath..^^o el^ant swindlers^ like the 
P^menarS'iatid' the 6ramnionts4 played off 



♦ Whatever might have been the irregularities of the 
ftikn, they nade no part of the patttde of the sovereign— 
A'pelffe^p^e^by Btietme, vwu^reprasettted kt^the theatre 
of Aes lLhv^W99f in .which . it .yifBS said^ that, ^f the l94ies 
Qi t^e <Wi1^, made colonels, in the apod^." The i^mp^xM*, 
who was present} showed evident signs of disapprobation ; 
and as' he passed through the apartments of th'e^ palace^ 
where the ladies iii Wailing were at ealds, he .stOppMy and 
Mid to.s^meof them, fromfWhom I h4dthe aii^fa49te> ^^JEh 
biefty tnesdam^9 f^ ejU'Ce^'oam (fotfc^ qui f cites les cohneUf 
Voild ce queje n^avois jamais soupfonn6.^^ 

+ ^* Hoccay See Mad. de Sevignc's Letters. 

t It' was thcfComte de Ghammont himself, wh6 sold 
lbr< fifteen ibun4redlivreaiusx>wn manuscript memoiis, in 
Wjiich 'he i^ paur^ed ,as fifi ivcccMinplished swindler. Fon- 
t^nelle, the censor pf the work, refused to approve it, out 
of feelings of regard to the noble fiimily de Grammont. 
The count cbmpldned of this to' the chancellori to 'whom 
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tiieir/ot^yi^eWe^ with their jokes, nor exhi- 
bited their dexterity • affld their wit, at the 
expense of their honour and their charac- 
ters. So little were the pieasurei^^f the ta- 
h\e appreciated hy him, who seemed ^to make 
all pteadar6s ^libservietit' to his ambition, 
that the gastronoittic science Ml into disre^ 
pftite, With the othet' revolutionary tastes ; 
tad the • ' chefs <ie fctife/ne might- have ^ Usedi- 
tated a ttohspfiracy against the contemner of 
their art, if Ca^bafee5pes*nd his '" mmaru^^ 
de mangerie'' had not kept alive their hopes 
until the return of those^ tames, ?ifi Which, as 
the Dwc rfe jD"^^5 laeeiy expYCtesed it,* f^ la 
fhajesUdu trdne est platie dans ia^^uismei^^'* 



Fontenelle explained his reasons. DeGrammont, however, 
would not lose his fifteen hundred livres, aiid ^bli^ed Fbn- 
ten^He tb Approve the liMidi^ng ineiii^kfi'C^iteisrtyim /^Nyyv 
kifiesi ' ramdered iamMStxA }Jg tberiwit^ and r tAli^te^•of rhif 
kinsmim^ Anthony HamiUon Pomenars^ . the intimate 
friend and guest of Mad. de Seyigne, was repeatedly tried 
for his life, as a coiner, and having defeated the Id^w, paid 
his lawyer with his ow.n fidse mcmey. 

* Napoleon was temperate, even to abstemiousness, at 
tible, a;nd Bsis bfe(^ *tey:)5Vn t(y'riW-Ti^6Wli'the^Jm6ifient he 
had dJhed, without Regard tdth^'tt^^ti8fiMaf)petitesoPlhe 
company, who, by etiquetfe^ were ob3^ed'-'t6 4^^^'ibtt 
table wh^n' hk r^ired. 
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- The society of Paris had now wholly 
changed its classification with its tone. It 
was no longer composed of " Modirig'* and 
•** Montagnardsy'' of jitcobin chiefs and re- 
publican leaders. These ^^ rough-headed 
kerns/' in the costume of brigandage^ no 
longer swarmed in dusky groups in the sa- 
lons, nor filled the public places with their 
ruffian figures ; but they were replaced by a 
circle of popes, and kings, and potentates, 
und princes, en grande costume, and habits 
of ceremony. 

Where the humble fiacre was once forbid- 
den to roll, by republican severity, the equi- 
pages df foreign, sovereigns now ^^ stopped 
the way,"* and " monsieur le cocker, si voire 
maitre n*est pas Roi, vous n'y passerez pas,* 
was a common denunciation from the senti- 
nel, who guarded the avenues of the opera ; 
where kings assembled as ^miliarly and nu- 
merously, as at the table d'hdte of the adven- 
turous Candide.f 



. * At <me period of the reYolution, to be seen in a car- 
riage, was to be suspec^d of royalism. Even hackney 
coaches did not ply. « . 

f The house-maid of our hotel observed, in its commen* 
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" Ne pr^oyeZ'-vdus pas que f aurai$ bient6t 
frois on quatre rois sup le hrasV was the re- 
ply of Lucien Buonaparte to a friend^ who 
reproached him with his economy. And 
*^ «7- nt pa$s4 rot*' was the military cant of 
the soldiers^ when Bemadotte retired from 
the army ; just as ^' il estpassi setyeant^* was 
applied to a comrade^ who had arrived at the 
dignity of the halbert. To be made a king, 
was, indeed, a sort of respectable retreat * 
for a marshal ; and the sceptre was no unfre* 
•quent expectation for those, who had wielded 
the hdton with credit and utility. 
- When James of England sought an asy^ 
lum at the court of France, the poets of the 
day supg it as an event of glory in the annals 
of the nation. 

^' Et la cour de Liouis est I'aayle des rois," 

was a boast re-echoed with pride. But it w4f 
t^eseifved for the Emperor of France to sit 
covered in a congress of bare-headed sove- 

.- * — f. — » 

datioQ, that << wben the kings and princes used to. vi$U 
PariS) we bad our share of them, taut eomnui un^tMreJ^ j 
* When the throne of Portugal became vacant, Jejrom 
Buoimparte, Soult, and Muiat, were, candidates for th# 
office. 
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reigna,. injiis qwh p»la««eib* «l¥l. JQ Jballg, 
where Lewis XIV^.dswiQedifor thf lOmiwer 
mentof.hk subj^cta, to cpiamand^hutai^ 
princes tft , waUz for his . own^ t E vca the 
de3Gen(}»»t of that bcwch of thfiv^ Bourbon 
family, wb^se suiccea&idntt^; tl\e.d<teiiiifii]B 
of/Spain cost thd^graud wwnmft^ (SOJOiu^ 
blood ; and: trdasttne^,! .w<ad^ n(m> seeil Jcyiii^tLy 
abiding in thel territorj^tof i^his^ancestoicsi: at 
the c^un/nyii Aoficp. of I thfe £iBperar!8i gnmd 
cbaunbeliaB;' coqvertk^ :tfae .'WGOdsi^of' Vaii- 
IdMyi into iban'»<iy*es^ : to icekfacate the^iieeef^- 
sive victories nf I hAsficonqueroi:.;: or^ ligktiidg 
the ; casem^&'of ) his <pril»oti to ^huom hia > devo- 
tion to the; sovQrekg»i:{:i who: had! deposed 



^ When the monarchs of the confederation of the Rhme 
assembled , ixf ,1^49, , in I8Q9) JST^PQ^^^M^qil^.^t covered 
with a velvet hat and feather, at an entertainment given to 
iberToyaligui^sts^ . 

f It wa^ a lh|e in Ragin^>/^ iV^f /' ibl^ first, ta)^^ 
Louis Xiy. tl^e absurdity' of dancing courantcf^ anci 
performing ballets, for the amusement of his courtiers. 

t Ferdinand, the beloved, never &iled to celebrate tha 
frttCories'of 'the 'Bftipe^^ at the expense of the woods of 
Valen^, th« beM4iftit^«eat'd^''rk{l^nuid> 'who complained 
bkted^df>tlife«elEi09«i(l<ti€>{^d«ktions. The King of Spain 
/Kited in giMt priMcy- dtiring^his residence in France, de« 
Toting himself «hie% to the society of Brunet, the excel* 
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him; white the<staoce8sbrof>St;J?feteriwlfose 
predecessorafaixi^OiOfiiiir shakwiifithQ rthsonss 
of' Eur6per/ nonr became^* akernately: the 
guc^t'^nd pi%oM!r of fatm; by wbo^m insowa 
bad been rfevewrtd* ♦ . 



lent comic actor of the Variitisy and of a certain agree-^ 
able dancing-master. I know not, whether this^^ dieu de 
Id'dhnieT acMiA^ied Mi'mitjesfty back to his domkiiona; 
hvki it is wisll uodorstoDft that ' PeBdinand . made some veijr 
tempting, offers to Bro^et £pr that purpose, Brunet^ hov*- 
eyer, had no ambitioa to follow in the steps of his predeccs* 
iors, Montfleuri and Farinelli, and declined giving up those 
talents " to a party, which were meant for mankind." 
It would be curious to speculate on the probable influ« 
eiiiDe;Q£si|ohra( fBdir,t)4ifrpnliHs i^t the^ Esdicial^ who wbiih} 
p^bap^ have m* iima-flo^Iiiallied the grand inquisitor^ by 
^^ Joeriste fft^e;,^ and^ha^ subBdtutetlthefanRisefa>M0 dP a 
good'comedy foirtfaer nhtaixial'rtoPtetion'QfTan'air/o('d& f4i 
* Bop^ Pius Vlit was deaeiribed to me, b^'one d^p^if^d 
in human chai^'cter, n^hb had liT^d m habits^; ini(imftey 
with the holy &tfaer^ as blending ^'bisfchttraloter die ea^r 
cunosity and anq>licityof a Ireclusc^ wkh great natural 
shrewdness and iDteHrgence;* Paris ' opened a new fifCent 
of. observation to this dignift^ rai3nk,> and^ he expressed 
bis wonder alid- aGkniiatioii, with' aH' the neSvett^'knd 
fiwEikriess o(\ childhood; ^ I hi^e seeti' a great d«ld,^' h^ 
oHsetvedt6*ena'>whof]b Ni4^1eo»hl0d recommended toiiim 
fts;a Gicenmij ^^ Mt 1 hive not < y^t seen fthi p&la(»i>i^)j^i 
peky^ ht us go* tbere/^>^^ <<'«•- P6if&i'' returned t*fe bl^ 
^t'est impossibles^' addif^jthat^ifWould c^mit itelJha- 
meter of his holinesS| andhcmtipimiise tlie d)|or«tioii df hi^ 
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When the republican forms and revo- 
lutionary manners^ which had so l<mg pre- 
vailed over French society^ yielded, to modes 
of superior refinement ; and the ^' temture 
de la ridiculiti/^ which characterizes ex* 
aggeration, hded into a propriety adapted 
to all principles^ it was the wisdom of the 
reigning chief to efface the recollection of 
the horrors^ which had marked those days, of 
violence^ and to adopt the same merciful 
policy, by which Henry IV. obliterated the 
dissensions of the League. Even his personal 



guide. ^^ But I would go," rejAied the pope, eagedy, 
^^ trofoestito da curaio*^* This extraordiDary masquerade! 
did not, however, take pkce. While the pope remained 
in Paris, a number of idle boys made a trade of assembling 
under his windows, to sell his benediction; which they 
did by crying " Ics hinidiclions du trds &. Pire^ pour deux 
sousi,^ and when diey had collected a crowd, and received 
the money, they commenced an outcry, calling to the pope 
to a{q>ear, and to bestow his benediction, in the same 
maoner as the English mob called for '^. B/ucher" and 
" Emperor j^^ wh^n those personages were in London. The 
pope always complied with their demand, appeared, and 
gave the required benediction, perfectly unconscious of the 
trick that was played on him.—- His amiable manners wen 
goUiMi opinions from all who had access to him ; and as. fitf 
as be was known in France, either as guest or prisoner, he^ 
was pojpular, |^i]tled and admired. 
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%nitmies. wereforgiven, iftrhey were neglected,* 
while not one of his personal friends was 
forgotten, t Among the first persons to 
whom he sent the legion of honour, were two 
of his early companions, who rejected them 
indignantly, as pledges of a despotism they 
never intended to acknowledge.:}; And if 



* ** // xa iire amnestiJUy** was an expression in vogue, 
when I was in Parid, foir a state prisoner who was about 
to-be executed. With Napoleon, the word ^^ amnesty" 
always preserved its original signification. 

-f When it was represented to Napoleon, that Carnot 
was conspiring Higainst him, he replied, ^^ Lui ! — il est inca^ 
pabk de irahisonJ** A remarkable instance of his dislike to 
the revival of past events occurred, when Chateaubriand 
was received at the Institute, in the place of the celebrated 
Chenier. Upon this occasion Chateaubriand, in the 
eloge of his predecessor, alluded to the part that brilliant 
wit had taken in the revolution, and revived the recollec- 
tion of times, which it was so necessaiy to ^ury in obli- 
vion. . The. Emperor wojuld. not hear of this firebmnd 
being thrown ; and the illustrious martyr was rejected firom 
the number of the* elect, although in the same disdourte 
he had lavished the most boundless homage on the tobxi 
he has since stigmatized with so maqy epithets of oppro- 
brium, but whom, in his JtiUa^ he declares was sent flom 
heaven, <^ en signe de riconciliaiion^ quand il est las d^ 
punir.^^ 

;( Monsieur te Mercies, and MondieurGuinguene, both 
obstinately refused the favours he tendered them, without 

VOL. I. N 
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some of the many be raised betrayed him; 
and s'hamed themselves, even his enemies 
acquit him af ever forgetting a favour^ or 
neglecting a friend. 

But ambition, and the world, alike con« 
spired to turn the head of a man^ who, with 
qualities to fight his way to the summit o€ 
human greatness,, wanted, the higher, rarer 
gift, to preserve his equilibrium in the giddy 
point, to which he had raised himself. Hh 
mighty fall was preluded by all those symp- 
toms of error and frailty, which seem ^er 
to have accompanied the possession of un- 
limited power; which made the madness t»f 
Alexander^ and produced the downfall of the 
Csbs^ts. The nation he had dazzled, rather 
than degraded, watched with suspicious jear 
lousy the strengthening of his power, and 

fdvfiiitmg litB t^^df ^ itumrrihg his peraecution. It is a 
sifNgttlar drcttnffitance, that of the multitttde of pemmsy 
dtMTOt^ frieiKb, and avowed etiemied, of Napokon^ who 
talksd to me fe^etttig lulu^ n6t one aeciksed hiib of in-* 
gmtitttde^ A republican, who had been the friend of his 
youth, btti who had refused some distinctions he had 
dffiired him, told me that the Enq)eror one day in eoimersa^ 
tion made this remark to him ; ^^ Je ne suis pas bon^ ri 
vil9ti^o<mk%^mmsjetm8 ittr."-*-Arid, iAihct, added this 
pMoti, ^< M pM9^U tfngiMr$ vmnpter ttir. lui.'' 
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the extension of his influence. Htid:it cfa^sen 
a despotic form of government, unquesdc^M 
ably it would have preferred Napoleon for 
its chief; but the fermentation of revolii^^ 
tionary feelings had now subsided into prin-« 
ciples of constitution^il right, and of rational 
liberty . England had long been' the mode) 
of France, and she then little dreamed that 
England would be the first to start forth, to 
forbid the imitation of her own bright ex- 
ample, or, by the all-prevailing alchymy of 
superior force, change her chain of gold' into 
links of lead, rescuing her from the lion's 
grasp, only to submit her to the influence of 
the torpedo.* ' 

When it was believed that Napoleon had 
said, ^^JTetonfe en* Europe, ii faut rtspirer en 
Ane*^ the senteiicet was takenby the people 

* The French fiilly ^Kpected ihat the alli^ woidd Iff^n^ 
them to the choice of their own goTemment, if they r^* 
mained &ithf ul to the treaty of Paris. 

t When (he yenei^ble Gregoire, the esf^iishop 2f Blois, 
who alway» opposed the views of Buoniqparte indie senate, 
spoke against the creation of the new nobility, he made 
soDle allui^ipn to Cttdar. 'Buonaparte bbderved'witliai: 
smile, ** ^^tmquot s^avkt't^l de parler den&us autlFBsf^' 
' One of his flatterers observing to hlm^ thai die naition- 
looked up to him^^^as agoif/'' he alinigB^ his thotddeiv/ 
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^ the epitaph to his ambition; and wheti 
public opinion loosened from the chief, pub-^ 
He spirit rallied the nation. The explosion 
a^inst domestic tyranny was universal ; but 
no provision was made against foreign con- 
quest; and the country and iik/d ruler, the 
temple and the idol, fell together. To have 
moved steadily in the daz;2ling sphere that 
fate had assigned him, was all that was re- 
quired of this meteor of a moment. But 
retrograding into old systems, he soon fell, 
to rise indeed for a moment, to irradiate an4 
amaze, and then sunk, to rise no more. 
But though his light be extinguished, the 
track of his course will long brighten the 
political horizon of Europe. Othersi will 
gleam^ where he shone, and j(ade, \and be 
forgotten; but though many will rejoice in 
his extinction, none will ever forget the 
splendor of his blaze, northe rapidity of his 
motion. 



th^.Wd^ of Marengo, it was ob^rred to lu(n that not 
onei of, hismtaff wa$ kilkd : }iejr€|>lied, '.' lU^oi^ni a^e^ 
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My visit to the capital of France was paid 
in the spring of 1816 ; and whatever lengtb 
of days be granted me, I shall always recur 
to that period as among the few delightful 
epochs, preserved in the memory of the 
heart, over which time holds no influence, 
and to which even selfishness may turn, when 
sensibility shall be no more. Circumstances 
the most flattering rendered: my position in 
French society the most favourable, for that 
general view of the several orders, ' which 
the peculiar events of the times had multi* 
plied and assembled in Paris. The agitated 
surface, still heaving with recent comino* 
tion, was strewn with relics of remote tinie, 
thrown up from the bosom of oblivion^ and 
it was covered with specim^is of all the re- 
cent political systems, which had reigned: in 
Fnsmce, since the first great social irruption^. 
Characters belonging to.difiereht a^es;:'opi-^ 
nions supported in distant eras ; dogmas the 
I^ost novel ; prejudices the most antiquated '; 
philosophy the most sceptical; bigotary the 
uptofiit inveterate I opposition the most vio^ 
lent ; submission the most abject ;--^-all ap-» 
peared mingling on the scene of daily inters 
course, as if tl^e discomfiture of some power* 
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ful enchanter had isuddeiily released the 
finultifarious victims of his magical influence, 
wh9, resuming their peculiar forins, pre- 
sent^ ah assemblage at once the most sin*^ 
giilar and the most contradictory. 

Among many of the various groups, which 
made up the pleasant masquerade of Parisian 
society, I had the good fortune to be intro-^ 
duced/ through the medium of some light 
eflUsions, for which an el^ant translation 
&ad obtained some popularity. Known alike 
to " royalutes inodirisy^' and to ** rojfalistet 
ttd^irH^^^ to constitutionalists and to im-- 
perialists, were I to score up the sums of 
kindness I received from each, it would be 
difficult to decide in whose favour the ba** 
ktaice'of my account would turn. But while 
I endeavour fo ** catch the living manners 
as they risc,^^ I would anxiously impress the 
conviction that I am painting chtMies^ not 
tn^vuhmls; and that, in generadizing the 
leatUreS) which mark the peculiar properties 
of each order in the social system, it^ is my 
msh to tread h^tly on the aimut^propi^e of 
a^ people, whose excel kence amd virtue it is 
to ri9spect> and to spare, \kfi f^me^f^propte of 
all the world. 
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The interregnum, wiych^occurred in the 
French government^ in ;L 8 14 and 181^> wa« 
^ pierre 4^ touche of public opinion, ?tn4 
evinced the progress which constitutional 
principles had mad^ in the potion. Thosi^ 
who still survived of the constitutionalists of 
J789; thos^ who had mised their voices, i^ 
J;he Jirse cry of liberty, now raised them iu 
jbhe iMt i^BXid appeared again upon the sceije 
6f action, still struggling a^inst despotism, 
whatever fdan it might assume. They com^ 
batted not for the Emperor nor for the king: 
for a series of twenty*iive years they had 
preserved their principles i^nphan^ed : th^ 
terrors of an infuriates democracy had n^t 
daunted them : the splendor of a brilliant 
fioiirt did not dai^zle them. They had lou^ 
indeed, abandoned their earlier IJtopian 
(dreams; but they ipv^iably cherished that 
pure bright spark of patrlPt fire, which b*4 
b^n iheir polumn, in the wilderness ; which 
bad shone upon the path of thw exile, 
brightened the ahed of their retreat ; and 
which now, when g^ius h»» become swr 
peeted» an4 patriotism treasonaWei shio^ 
^ver the abode of their voluntary r4tirem^t> 
and marks the spot, where wi^ men v^y 
some and worahip; 
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But though the La Fayettes, the Carnots, 
the Grcgories, and the Guinguen^s, have 
again receded from the unequal contest, to 
the bosom of philosophical retirement and 
of domestic virtue, their transient appear- 
ance on the scenes of public life revived 
many a drooping hope, and called forth 
spirits, and awakened energies, which still 
remain buoyant on the surface of society, to 
add to its fermentation, and to increase its 
interest. Almost the whole of those who 
m,ake up the thinking class of society (in- 
cluding the men of^professional and scientific 
research), iare constitutionalists; and with 
this large and superior portion of the popu- 
lation is now blended the greater number of 
the Buonapartists, who, hopeless of their 
own lost cause, and having nothing to ex- 
pect for themselves, extend their views, 
once confined to their party, to the political 
welfare of the country. Some, however, 
whom Buonaparte rescued from the deepest 
obscurity, are now the most zealous adhe^ 
rents of the king ; and, commuting only the 
terms royal and imperial^ offer tlie same 
fulsoine homage to Louis XVIII. they so 
profusely lavished on Napoleon. 

While the mass of the population a^r« 
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stigmatised by. -the rojralist party with the 
epithet of ** les enfans de la rA^o/aifidn/* while, 
as I heard it expressed, ^^ la race qui date de 
1789 est proscrite par des vieillards^ et hi 
jeunesse est mdrqui& de la sceau de la r^r0^ 
bration,^* these children of the resolution are 
distinguished by all those indications of 
fceshness, vigour, and energy, which belong 
to a new, or a regenerated people- This 
circumstance, united with the inherent vi* 
vacity and impetuosity of the French cha- 
racter, gives a tone of excitement and ani* 
mation to their existence, which it is cheer- 
ing to witness, and resuscitating to partici- 
pate. That charming maxim of French 
urbanity, that in the salon ^^ all ranks are 
equal;'' and the position, that ** Vesprit est 
une digniid,^' were an acknowledged truth 
even in the days of the most over-bearing 
aristocracy. But if there ever was a period 
in the history of any nation, in which man 
lorded it over situation, in which individual 
laerit took precedence of all factitious cir- 
cumstances, that period now exists in the 
society of France.-^-The nation is no longer 
to be deceived by sounds, nor amused by 
toys, to be 

<^ Pleas'd mih a rattle, tickled with a straw*'' 
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J t Jhaa bwa experioieiitaUy proved* thsougfo 
the oon^cting reYoIutioos^ how little axti^ 
ficial diHtiBctions avftUed, tbough cpi^e^ 
erated by time, and upheld by preju«lice. 
Mmn alone is now the object with man ; wd 
«afen# the atar, which goverps the asceiMiant 
of public opinion.* 

While titles and riches have beenscattered 
with a prodigal band to plebeian merit, and to 
serviceable indigence, their spl^inlor and dig-^ 
nity have been still further eclipsed by the 
changes resulting from frequent revoluticMi ; 
which have built up and dispersed, elevated 
and d^raded, with the transieoey and in^ 
fitability of a fairy dream ; and a primitive 
simplicity, an abaence of ostentatious didpiay, 
in the reigning modes of li£st, have arisen in 
France, which aptly assimilate themselves to 
the tone of the public mind. It is among 
these contemners of old systems, these vi«- 
gprons discdples of a practical philosophy. 



~ ^ Public opinion has undergone a great change^ i 
^he UX9 Puo 4e Ct^in^ pb9^rir^, in speaking of the imm 
>m9d^ by th^ quivrrel between Rousseau apd Diderot, *^ Cela 
est incroyablcy on ne parte que de c^ gens^ld ; gens^ sans 
Waty qui fCont point de maisony logis dans un grenier ; en 
ne s'accoutumepas dcela.^* 
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these children of the revolution^ that tbei^e-- 
snains of a worn-out race, the'monldering 
Mies of ancient errors, are again brought 
.back> to throw their chilling influence t>vct 
awakened energy, and to impose restraint 
iipon new impulsions, like the snows, which 
fisiU on the burning bosom of Hecla, or the 
aahes of exhausted fires, which a passing 
jwind scatters over the vigorous vegetati<maf 
Sicilian plains* 

; When the armies of the allied sovereigns 
had restored the Bourt)on dynasty to its an- 
cient dominions, the royal representative of 
that long venerated race returned to the c;api-« 
tal of his king(k)m, like the antiquarian, who 
rises from the depths of Herculaneum or of 
Portici, encumbered with relics, and accom- 
panied with the remains of other times. 
The sudden resurrection of a long*buried 
aristocracy, ** bursting its searments,'* added 
another class to the existing arrangement of 
French society, brought into intimate con* 
tact the races of two distinct ages, aild 
mingled the recovered medals of antiquity 
with the bolder stamped currency of a present 
coinage. The old emigrant nobility, and 
their scarcely younger offspring, who accom- 
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panied, followed, or joined the king, from 
all parts of Europe, evinced, that in the 
transit of more than the quarter of a century, 
they had suffered only in the out- works of 
their construction, from the attacks of time^ 
or the innovations of the age. The citadel 
of opinion was impregnable ; expeiience had 
made no breach, example could make no im- 
pression ; and the cumbrous edifice remained 
indestructible by reason or by proof : dark, 
compact, and narrow, covered by the mould 
of centuries, and guarded by prejudices, ori- 
ginating in ignorance, and cherished by self- 
ishness/ 

These inhabitants of the *' sleeping wood /^ 
suddenly recalled from their suspended ani- 
mation, soon convinced the children of 
the revolution, that " ils n^avaient rien op-- 
prisy comme ils n^avdient rien aublidy*^ and 
that the " toad, adversity, ugly and ve- 
nomous,'' wore not, for them, a " precious 
jewel in its head." The guidons of the lily, 
too soon, placed the snowy standard of peace 
in the grasp of vengeance, who waved it over 
the monument of Quiberori,* and stained it 

* This monument was luised by the Bovrbons, to conx*^ 
memorate the slaughter of the emigrants at Quibe^on^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



$0€I£TY. 189 

with the blood of the brave, and. the tears of 
the afflicted. This long-forgotten faction, 
oh their first return to France, rallied una- 
nimously round the throne of the Bourbons; 
under the common and long proscribed name 
of " royalistes.'' But personal interest soon 
divided general opinion ; and the polypus 
dissection then distinguished itself under the 
classes of " modiri^^^ and " ultraJ"^ 
. The modires ranged round the king, the 
t^tras round the princes ; the one desired to 
keep, by moderaitioni; what they had obtained 
by preference ; the others wished to seize by 
violence,, what they had not gained by elec- 
tion. . The ". tout prendre'' was the sole 
maximj and principle of both. The r^yoihtti 
modires^ coiisi&ting of the *^ vieilicries'' of the 
old times, preserved an.hereditary delation 
to the representatives of their ancient kings, 
which they had imbibed in days peculiarly 
favourable to that sentiment ; and ss^tisfied 
with their portion of the plunder, they sub-? 
mitted to share the spoils with the ro^tirier 
Buoxiuapartists, Whose services and talents had 
placed them high in the ministry of their 
own regiip^. The a/fra*, made up of young 
vacw, \^ by younger chiefs, mpre.ambitious 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



190 SOCIETY. 

than sordid^ more devoted to the Bourbon 
faction, than to the Bourbon represtntathe^ 
sought to guide the helm^ as well as to 
^^ share the triumph and partake. the gale/' 
Thus, while personal interest and personal 
vanity appeared to be the basis of the poli-^ 
tical principles of both^ the interests of the 
nation were left to the private discussion of 
those, who d^red to turn their thoughts to 
that hazardous point, at the risk of sub- 
jecting theiKlsehres to the imputation of jaco^ 
binkHm. Balanced in the measure of ihek 
talent, atid equally careless of the €onse<» 
<}Uence9 of their conduct^ these two Actions 
occupy the foregrouiid of the scene, and 
intimately associated yet fiercely opposed^ 
arrowing one principle, yet pursuing different 
measures, they seem to imitate the wiar&re 
of tlie monkey tribes, who make war on their 
own species, and threatening vengeance from 
their opposite trees, grind their teeth, and 
idbatter, and grimace in expectation of that 
moziKent, when they may commence with 
safety to bite, and claw,* and to exterminate. 



• A Tery lii^y endowed ultra-royalisl, Mona. C— ^, 
said to iMnftw diqrs I'efim I left.Pttxis: ^ You maj de* 
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' While such appear* the political jpiosi^ 
tion of the royalists, uitra and modiHsy 
their place and character, in private society, 
is marked by all the peculiar traits of their 
descent and cast. And thotigh there are a 
multitude of exceptions to the general out« 
line of the sketch) though taste and talent, 
domestic virtue and social amiability, are 
to be found amongst individuals of both 
£MitionS) yet the prevailing hue of their 
'' ij^anHf'* d'itn" has a strong taint of the d/^ 
tmti i and somethmg of the tone, style, and 
aM^esof the courta of the three last Louisas, 
is still to be found in the desoendants of the 
** gens comme ilfaut/' of those noted d9y». 
It is in these circles^ that the buneaua d*eifrit 
of the Mul BMmbmilkt are still occasioxially 
evected; that the *' Httirtaure du boudoir'* 
passes for erudition, and that criticisms on 
the humour of M<^iere, or the genius ol 
Racine, «te tepeat6d> after the decisiovis of 
the litemry tribunals of Louis XIV. with alt 



pend upon it, tbie rock on which we shall split will be 
vanity. All want ti» command, and ncme will obey. En 
attmia$af otar ^Ai^Attes aad totiMntioM m«, mt d&ke foar 
k»j4te9btnt." 
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the air of their original freshness^ Here f h« 
encyclopaedists are still anathematized, €n 
masse; the Turgots and the Neckersare ac- 
cused of founding the revolution; Voltaire 
placed under the ban of orthodox opinion, 
and Rousseau condemned for his dangerous 
republicanism, in spite of that sentimental 
rhetoric, which is more than ever the jargon . 
of their class. Here Corneille is baroque^ 
Beaumarchais mauvais ton, and Mad. de 
Stael a phrasiere ; while Mirabeau, Con* 
dorcet, and Champfort, condemned equally 
for their eloquence, their wit, and their phi- 
losophy^ are consigned to ignominious cele«^ 
brity, as des jacobins scilirats. 

In these circles the veteran voifig^ur recurs 
to the " campaignes a id rose'' of Louis XV* 
and ^' fights all his battles o^er again,'' in the 
salon of his ancient mistress ; the ami de mai-^ 
son, grown grey in his chains, recalls themo* 
rals of the same times, and wields the fan, 
and hovers near the bepgire of his liege- 
lady, with a decent observance of all the 
rules of established biensiance ; while many 
a ci-devant jeune bomme indulges in a certain 
tone of licensed pleasantry, tantsoipeut iibre, 
which denotes liim^ though now ^'nleagreand 
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very rueful in bis looks/' to have once shone 
in the galaxy of fashion^ a ^^ charmant polis^ 
son,'* or an ** aimablerau^" the Pomenars^ or 
the Richelieu of other days. 

It is in thesalonsof this party that anecdotes 
of royal sentiment, and specimens of royal wit, 
circulate in endless repetition. Here ' ' r esprit 
de Henri W!^ is revived ; " les sentimens nobles*^ 
of Louis the Great added to the collection of 
royal anas^ and the whole compendium of 
bon mdtsqftke reigning family re-echoed With 
increasing adtniratiotl. Here the king is 
made to utter '^ k mot^ qui part du cceurx^* 
Monsieur, to express himself with that 
•* tournure chdrmantey qui iui conment;'* the 
unrivalled cotfrage of Mons. d'Angouleme is 
eterilttlly set off by his repartee, of '* mon 
ami,fai la vue basse ;^'*— and the DUc de Berri, 
who affords no prise in wit or sentiment for 
loyal admiration, is extolled for a brtisquerie, 
that recalls the charming frankness of the 
founder of his family; and " being little 
blessed with the set phrase of peaee," isf 
usually mentioned as a martial p*ince, bred 

* Made in reply to a remark that he exposed his person 
too much, during a reconnoissance. 
VOL. I. O 
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in camps, and endowed with a certain degred 
of esprit degarnisony qui lui sied d mervezileJ' 
Terms hyperbolically ardent are applied to 
every member of the royal family : " les 
princes cMris*' ere adored by the ultras^ and 
the '' roi paterner is '' idolatHy' by all the 
modefes. With the sentiments and intel- 
lectual condition of the nation, both parties 
are equally unacquainted ; and the popula* 
tion of the land is again divided into the 
menu peuphy and the genSy comme ilfaut. 

Among those of the elder royalists at-^ 
tached to the person of the king, and believ- 
ing that they contributed to his restoration, 
there is a sort of lifeless animation, resem- 
bling the organic movements which survive 
the extinction of animal life, and which are 
evidenced in the hopping of a bird after de- 
capitation. I have frequently amused myself 
by following the groupings of these loyal; 
vieillerieSy who, like old Mercier, seem to con- 
tinue living on merely '' par curiositey pour 
voir ce que cela deviendra!^ — I remember one 
morning being present at a rencontre between 

two " volfigeurs"^ de Louis XIV/^ on the 

.1 ■ ■■ ■■ ■» ■ ■ 1 ■ . ' " * 

♦ The name giTen in derision to old military men, r«- 
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terrace of the Thuilleries. They were dis- 
tinguished by the most dramatic features of 
their class ;-— the one was in his court dress 
(for it was a levee day), and with his chapeau 
de bras in one hand, and his snuff-box in the 
other, he exhibited a costume, on which 
perhaps the bright eyes of a Pompadour had 
often rested : the other was en habit militaire, 
and might have been a spruce ensign, ^' joli 
comme un ca:ur,^^ at the battle of Fontenoy. 
Both were covered with crosses and ribbons, 
and they moved along under the trees, that 
had shaded their yonthSulgaiiiardise, with the 
conscious triumph of Moorish chiefe restored 
to their promised Alhambra. Their telegra- 
phic glasses communicated their mutual ap- 
proach, and advancing chapeau bas, 3,nd shak- 
ing the powder from their aiks de pigeon, 
through a series of profound bows, they 
took their seat on the ^ench, which I oc- 
cupied, and began, ^* ies nouvelles a la main,^^ 
to discuss the business of the day. 

A levie, a review, a procession, and the in- 
stallation of the king's bust, which in some 
remote town had been received with cries of 

established in all the rank and privileges they enjoyed; 
before the revolution. 

O 2 
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^' Vive le roi^ mille fois ripettSj' were the 
subjects which led to a boundless evilogium 
on the royal family. The speeches made 
by the king and the Due de Berri to Count 
Lynch were themes of extravagant admira- 
tion. — '' Ahy mon DieUf oui,'' (said the cour- 
tier) ^* voi/d bien nos princes! Et VusurpateuTy 
monsieur le general / a-Uil jamais parU de la^ 
sorteT'^ — ^* Comment done. Monsieur le ^&r on ! 
vous notes parlez du tyran? C hoit %m howftMU 
de la rue St. Denis, dans toutes lesfagons; Mmr- 
sieur le baron, croyez bien, que, si les jours du 
meilleur des rois etaienf menaces, n^us lui/erians, 
de nous tous, un ramp(\^t de nos corpse Id.*' 

'* Monsieur le general^** (exclaimed the 
baron, placing his little bat oa three hairs 
of his toupetj *' onn*a pas besoin Hetre mili^ 
tairey pour penser ainsi** Both now arose, in 
the exaltation of the moment; the one shufr 
flixxg towiMTc^ the palace; the oth^r hob- 
bling to the corps de garde of the Coit 
Suisses.* 



* Instances of this sort of resurrection are by no means 
uncommoD ; ; the vetemn royalists abound, in a propoition 
perfectly incomprehensible. I ^lyself knew a gcintleiQAjc^^^ 
wlio fell on the plains of Quiberon, and who had w rear- 
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References to the tyrant and to the usurper 
are constantly made by the coUrtiers oJF 
Louis XVIIi. and even his usurpation 
seetug to bfe not more an object of execra- 
tiofi, than his inability to ^' reprSsenfer noble^ 
ment.^' The enthusiasm which always dis- 
played itself in Paris, when he appeared in 
public, is now ascribed to the police ; and 
tjie homage offered to the king, in the gar- 
den of the Thuilleries, is obstinately believ- 
ed to be the unpurchased effusions of that 
loyalty, '* qui part du cceur •/' for the term 



son to iBuppoee himself alive for some hours. JLeft for 
dead on the field, but only severely wounded, he seized a 
&vourable moment for resuscitation, assumed the uniform, 
aritid, atid credetitials of a deceased republican soldier, who 
lay by his side, and after serving some time^ as a fifer, con-^ 
triyed to make his escape, and lives to tell the story. 
Many others too, since the restoration, seem to have re- 
turned from that " iottfue," whence, it is vulgarly sup- 
pose, " no traveller returns." An " iU'oe de St. Cyr^^ 
teejJB a ^^pensiony^^ or boarding-school, for young ladies in 
the fauxbourg St. Germalne; the coeffeur of Marie An- 
toinette affixes this distinction on a placard which pro- 
mises ^^ de$ nouveautSs en tout genre,^^ and Mons. de B* 
itialster of the ceremonies to Louis XV. presides over the 
stepb and motions of the rieigning beauties, after having 
directed fiioee of liieir grandmothers. 
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** c(Bur^* has become a distinguished article 
in the vocabulary of the French court ; and 
is held in equal estimation with " les graces 
et les amours^'' and the otiier mythological 
emigrants, who have returned with the rest 
of the ^^ ancient regime/' 

I was one evening waiting in the anti- 
room of the Dutchess d'Angouleme, until 
my turn came for the honour of a presenta- 
tion to her royal highness, when the Princess 

de la T , who stood near me, was called 

by one of the ladies in waiting, to look at a 
group, dancing under the windows of the 
apartment. This circle, which was per- 
forming la ronde to the air of •* gai^ gai, 
marions'-nous/* sung by themselves, was 
composed of a few soldiers, and some wo- 
men of no very equivocal appearance ; while 
the feeble cries of ^' vive le roi, " so often heard 
from chil4ish voices, were rarely strengthen- 
ed by deeper tones of loyal exclamation. 
To the dame d'hon^eur, liQwever, all this ap- 
peared a rapturous symptom of universal 
loyalty, such as never had been witnessed in 
the best days of royal France. '* Voyez donc^ 
princesse,'^ (she observed to Mad. de la T.) 
•* quelle alegresse du cwur ! voild la Jranchc 
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loyauti de nos bons vieux^tems! A^t-^on jamais 
,vu une pareille joicj pendant Vusurpation du 
tyranV 

There appears, indeed, among these ar- 
dent royalists a resolute determination to 
see every object, throiigh the medium of 
their wishes. It is vain to talk to them 
of the past, or to lead them to the future; 
they exist but for the present, in the per- 
suasion, that change can never come; almost 
forgetting that it ever did occur; and be- 
lieving that the beau sikck de Louis XIV. is 
d.bout to be restored in all its splendour, and 
extent of despotism. Every thing that is 
said, or done, by every member of the royal 
family, is repeated with interest, and detail* 
ed with delight ; and if the infirmities of the 
monarch allowed him the innocent amuse- 
ment, of pulling the chairs froni under the 
ladies of the court, like his great predecessor, 
there would be scarcely one amongst them 
who would not canvas the distinction of a 
cul-butey like the former subservient Dut- 
chesses of Versailles. 

Having been separated from my party, at 
court, on the night of the grand convert^ held 
in honour of the Due de Berri's marriage^ I 
found myself seated amidst a little group of 
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*^ roi^aiistes purs/' who were commenting oft 
the gastronomic talent displayed by his Ma-* 
jesty, and who seemed to consider his powers 
of u»istication and of deglvitition as among 
the virtues of his character^ and the chsurraa 
of hi& person. ^^ Vby^Zy donc/^ said an old 
lady in an head-dress d la Maintenon^ to a 
knight of iS^ Louis, decorated with a badge 
of his order^ ** Voyez notre bon roi, il mange 
comme qtMtre, h roi ! Mais c'est un appitit 
charmanty charmantlT' " Eh, pourquoi nonf 
demanded the chevalier^ '' II est d'une vigueurj 
k roi; mais d'une vigueur ea/traordinaire.^' " Et 
Madame d'Angouiem^/' added the lady> ^^com-^ 
me elle ^st embellie ce soirl et sa Mc^estS, qu'il 
a Vqir d'un pire deJamUie P^ 

" Enfin, madame,'' interrupted the cheva- 
lier, offering his snuff-box, whose lid repre- 
sented the whole house of Bourbon^ en papier 
mdchi. '^ Enfin, madame, c'est un beau tahkau 
dejkmilk, que voil^P*^ 

Personal devotion to the king is not how- 
ever exclusively confined to the elders of the 
privileged classes. It was a pro&ne maxim 

'*'.'■ ■ ' I I ' I • I I . 1 11 I 1 I 1 ■ « , IB p • I I I I I « I ■ 11 I I I • I I » 

* Ilkeyattyc€^ythejai]gGonLofloyaltyasItaokitdc}WBy 
de xive ^dqix^ w my jounlal* . 
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of a profsine French wit, that *' les meilles et 
les laides sont taujours pour Dieu ;'' and his 
present Majesty of France seems to enjoy a 
similar devotion, as part of his divine right* 
Many of the aged members, of the middle 
classes of the capital, have remained true to 
the good old cause; and the petit s rentiers^ 
or stockholders of the fauxbourg St. G^r- 
maine (that centre of all antiquity and 
royalisni), assemble morning and evening 
before the windows of the Thuilleries, in the 
hope of seeing the king pass and repass to 
and from his morning's drive ; and they re- 
main seated on the benches which front the 
facade of the palace, among piping fawns, 
and fighting gladiators. These monumental 
figures contrast themselves, with peculiar 
force, to the marble wonders of the chiseP 
which surjound them^ and to the flitting 
groups of the present age^ which glide by*y 
turning on them looks of the same pleased 
curiosity, as I have se^i bestowed on the 
monumens Frangais, at ies petit s Augustins. 
Here the costumes of the three reigns which 
preceded the revolution^ are preserved and 
amicably united. Mere is still to be )seen 
the ** hurlu^breki' head-dress, the subject of 
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so many of Mad. de Sevigne's pleasant let« 
ters. Here too may be found the bonnets A 
papillons pointes, and petites cometes of the du 
Deffands and Geofrins, with the Jichus de 
sotifiety and thq more modern neglige of the 
Folignacs and Lamballes. These venerable 
votaries of loyalty, who have so long ^' owed 
heaven a death/^ that they seem to have been 
forgotten by their creditor, are chiefly fe- 
males. They are always accompanied by a 
cortege of little dogs, which, half-*shorn, and 
half-fed, fastened to girdles, no longer the 
gift of the graces, by ribbons no longer '* cow* 
kur de rose^* are under the jurisdiction of 
large fans, frequently extended to correct the 
** petites folies'' of these Sylphides and Fideles, 
when they sport round their ancient mis- 
tresses, with unbecoming levity. 

The daily course of patience, to which 
these veteran dames submit, is relieved by 
the employments of knitting and netting, 
and by a causerie in all the set phrase and 
jargon of better times. The speculations are 
endless, whether the king will, or will not 
drive out ; and the most ingenious anagrams 
are discovered in those portentous words, 
^' Buonaparte'' zxxdi '* RLvalution,'' which pre-* 
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dieted the downfall of the one, and the ex- 
tinction of the other.* 

At the apparition of the king, passing 
the balcony surrounded by bis guards (for 
every room in the palace exhibits soldiers in 
the windows), dogs, fians, and anagrams are all 
instantly forgotten. A host ofci-^devant white 
handkerchiefs wave in the air ; and '* vive le 
roi' is *^ milk fois ripitiy"' in sounds that 
scarcfely reach the gracious ear, for which 
they are intiended. 

These phalanxes of antiquarian loyalty, 
male and female, were daily thinning, how- 
ever, when I left France, from the total in- 
ability of the *' best of kings'^ to provide for 
his venerable adherents, in a manner suitable 
to their spirited ambition and sanguine hopes. 
All who can furbish up an old claim to the 
distinction of a gentil'-homme we', call for re- 
stitution of lands, rights, and privileges ; and 
though they, many of them, return to their 
country,- at the end of twenty-five years, 
neither more indigent nor more insignificant 



* " ifl France veui son roi^ and " un Corse lajiniraj^ 
are prophecies detected by loyal anagrammatists^ in tha 
wcmls '^ Eivobaiou Frangaise.^* 
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than when they left it, they raise the outcry 
against royal ingratitude, mount a croix de 
St ^ Louis, talkmott pathetically of the dincient 
splendor of their chdteau, and their terres^ 
and exclaim against the impolicy of the 
king, in neglectmg his ^dek nabiess^, who 
would alone form a fence round his throne ! I 
such a fence, as they formed round the 
throne of his unfortunate brother ! 

These ancient ^' gentil^hommts nis, a source 
of annoyance to the king and to his ministers, 
afford endless subject erf amusement to the 
'^ naughty children of the revolution,^' who 
are foolish enough to risk theii* safety, or 
their interests^ for a joke. The young, gal- 
lant and handsome Count de Ir- — , grandson 
of Mad. de Genlis, lost his promotion in the 
army, from his too close and admirable re- 
presentation of one of these '' Jitrs marqim'* 

^' The very head aild finOnt of bis offence was this, 
No more*'** 



* The young Comte de L' ■ presented himself, in die 
full costume of Louis XIV. at a &shionable ca/i^, where 
a number of his Brother officers were assembled. Passing fiir 
Un. aneien gtnbtdy he ea^pressed himself wtdi great violenfce 
against tbd pveaent state d£ militiiry tactics ; and without 
being discovered, excited muck eatertainiDent ia hisun- 
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While the young ktourdi^ thus occasionally 
amuse themselves with these dangerous imi- 
tations, the professed wits of the capital, wIk> 
have not yet enlisted in the service of the 
Apollo and ^the Muses of the royal Pan- 
theon, produce daily some squib against the 
ex-gentility of France. From these I select 



suspecting comrades. Triumphant wHb the success of his 
dmmatic representatioii, he finished his evening by walking 
in the gardens of the Thuilleries. The next day, when he 
presented himself at the leyee of the minister, to obtain his 
promised colonelcy of the-**— -fegmeAt^ he was inform- 
ed that his Majesty had withdrawn his consent to that ar- 
rangement. Mon. L*^^*<«- neeived this disappointment 
with great resignation and cheerliilness, and passing from 
the portals of the palace to the terrace of the Thuilleries, 
he suddenly met the very ^fpeeand model of the character 
he had represented the night before, in the figure of an old 
'^ voltigeury'^ with a caejfuvey i Poison ro^aty and all the 
insignia of his order. Without knowing him, he imme- 
diately counselled him to retire, and change his dress, if he 
did not wish to excite tbge nsoentment of the- king ; << for, 
monsieur," he added, ^^ only from myadoptingthe costume^ 
which becomes you so well, I have just lost the colonelcy of 

the regiment." " The veritable jtrnph^irton^*^ equally 

overwhelmed with gratitude and consternation, assured 
Mons. Lr— ^- he would immediately profit bf his kind ad- 
vice, having retained die dress he had worn in the court 
of Louis XV. as that most gracious to the eyes of his 
illustrious descendant. 
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the following chanson, as being the most 
recent, rather than the most bitter, philippic 
against the venerable order of the resurrection. 

LE MARQUIS D£ CARABU8. 

Air. — Le grand Rot Dagobert. 

Voyez ce fier Marquis, 

Nous traitant en peuple conquis, 

Son coursier dechame, 

De loin, chez nous Fa ramenc. 

Vers son vieux castel 

Ce noble mortel 

Marche, en brandissant 

Un sabre innocent. 

Chapeau bas, cbapeau bas. 

Gloire au Marquis de Carabus ! 

Aumdniers, Chatelains, 
Yassaux, vavasseurs, et yillains^ 
C'est moi, (dit-il) c'est moi, 
Qui seul a retabli mon roi. 
Mus il ne me rend 
Les droito de mon rang ; 
Avec moi, corbleu ! 
II Terra beau jeu. 
Chapeau bas, &c. &c. 

Vivons done en repos ; 
Mais Ton m'ose parler d'impdts. 
A Tetat, pour son bien, . . 
Un gentil-homme ne doit rien. 
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Omce k mes creneauz, 
A mes arsenaux, 
Je puis au prdfet 
Dire un peu son fait. 
Chapeau bas, &c. &c. 



Pour nous calomnier, 

Bien qu'oii a parld d'uhe mauiire, 

Ma famille eut, pour chefj 

Un des fils de Pipin le brcf. 

D'apr^s mon blason, 

Je vois ma maison 

Plus noble, ma foi, 

Que celle du roi ! 

Chapeau bas^ 8cc, &c. 

Qui me resisteroit ? 
La marquise a le tabouret, 
Pour ^tre cv^que, un jour, 
Mon dernier fils suivra la cour, 
Mons fils, le baron, 
(Quoiqu'un peu poltron,) 
Veut avoir des croix, 
II en aura trois. 
Chapeau bas, &c. &c. 

Prfitres, que nous vengeons, 
lievez la dime, et partageons. 
A toi, peuple animalj 
Porte encore le bftt feodal. 
Seuls nous yous chasserons, 
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Et tous V08 tenditms 
Subiront Thoimeur, 
Du dnut de seigneur. 
Chapeau bas, &c. ftc. 

Cur£, fids ton deyoir, 

Remplis pour nous ton encensoir. 

Vous, pages, et vaiels, 

Guerre au TiUaim, et rosses-les. 

Que de mes ayeux 

Ces droits glorieux 

Passent, tous entien, 

A mes heriders. 

Chapeau bas^ &c. &c. 

A few years back, all ranks and distinctions 
were lost in the affectedly simple appellations 
of citoyen and citoyenne. At present France 
.is inundated with titles, multiplied far be- 
yond the heraldic dignities of those aristo- 
cratical days, when, according to Smollet, 
*^ Mons. le Comte'^ called to his son, in the 
business of their noble verger y '' Mons. le 
Marquis, avez^vous donnd d manger auw 
cochons T^ Every body now, who affects loy- 
alty to the reigning dynasty, professes it 
under the sanction of a title; and I observed 
that both the superior and inferior orders of 
society gave a peculiar emphasis- to every 
revived mark of nobility. Even the valet de 
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chambre^ as he ffung open the folding-doors, 
les grands battanSy of the salon, vociferated 
the names of the successive guests, with a 
marked and cadenced pronunciation, of msi- 
dame^la-ibaronne, madame-la-comtesse, mon- 
sieur le due, and monsieur le vicomte! Mean- 
time the legitimate, or pretended, owners of 
these titles appear to be wrapt in ecstasy 
over the long-forgotten distinctions, which, 
at all times unaccompanied by legislative 
functions or political influence, are now but 
seldom backed by that opulence, which is in 
itself a rank ; and they are indeed 

« fiill of sound, 

Signifying nothing." 

By a singular contradiction, however, rank, 
of even the highest order, takes no prece- 
dency in private society. Even among the old 
noblesse, there is a sort oipile-^mSle confusion 
in the ingress and egress from assemblies, 
dinner-parties, and soirdes, which no one en- 
deavours to arrange, by either giving or 
taking the j^a^. Speaking on this subject to 
one, who speaks well upon all, with whom it 
is always instruction to converse, and to 
whom it is delightful to listen, the Comtesse 
PastOi^et, she observed ; ** It is high birth 

VOL. I. ? 
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ratjjfflT thjin ){igb rank th^ i« cdtimfttpd In 
Wrmv^i but npitfier ape fiiaH(«4 in private 
§opiety Ijy Miose <qin|ite fprm» of pr^e^eno^. 
i0 yfhich you feee-born f^piibliqan Eqglisb 
p^y ^uph miuute ol)«c:rvance. At court, otir 
du^oi h%re ^\\eir. place, iH)4 ou^ dutdiesse* 
^beif: u^mr^§ ; but in tbe s^lon^ if any dii* 
iinp^p^n if f^<^^> it^ i« in favour of geniuft, 
peiebc)ty» or ag^ j wblle to b^ a stiraQger, U 
IIP it^'m itwlf/- 

'f^vok i# veiy ill defined in Franee, eveabjr 
tUe mo^t str^n^PMS advocates for its priTi^ 
leges. I WM inlbrmed tbat a baron is sOomn 
times more noble thsiQ ft duke ; and on my 

asking a royalist, whether Mons. D was 

^*^:geniHhhommfi nif*" herepiied, ** No: he is 
i'uHiB ntmsancc »(^, but be is not gmtii- 
hommt" I a»ked vhat«osa«tittttas ^hat lat^ 
in tbe state ; and be made metbis singnlair 
reply: ** tht privilege (^ going in the king's 
coach." Thuft tbe rank, wbieb in ]|^ngland 
gtveti tt9 posae^or a seat in the senate^ in 
France o^y oot^ enUtte bica to <« a teut in iht 
hitig'f eoackr\ Wbti^t must bave been tb« 
genius of tb« old government, when tbe 
energy and spirit of tbe nobility were broken 
down to such distinctions, as these I To W 
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permitted fb ^Mcotapuny Lifnh hOf^gnd^ in 
bis drives frdn Vinrsbilles to MarU> «id iamm 
MarlL to Y tmillesy (the ^eat OG€upa<ik>il of 
fai» Hffe) Iras ah honodr of whioh ill hitnoA^les 
were proudly ^mbilioiit} and Madame dfe 
S^igfti^ d^rifbeft «nd of thest foyH) profnt^ 
nadeiy en witntci in a manneir that girfils a firir 
piotixre of tbe moTaUy ittid spirit of the tiimv. 
Tbe kf ilg Wait fir§t , iM^ a caiS^fte with bis uttfi. 
#f0fr^ htf ftisftet) aifdbitFthersi; tlii nobte Mov^ 
tima^ks and TfaiaMD^ds I fhen followed tha 
qii6e» arid pviticeatfes^ leghimatce^ inid illsgH. 
thdafe/* 

Howeret rtrlking; tbcie ^yid^ndefc^ of siociat 
degradatioti Aisly b^i to tlife ejre of inoral anil 
political* phildsctph}^^ tb t\e ^uioe of tfaiB ge^ 
HttiHa Freiicfb rojrabst khey ar^ not percepv 
tible } oi'y if obsean^d/ afe but cbndckred ai^ 
trifling '' igOrdmma du mur tt de Peiprif' kr 
tbe loyll l^iillatoF»v wb<y at oltice nrodelkd 
dnd eoieeuted theiir <»wi^ s^sfein of govern'- 
meiit. On thi« ^uis^ect they will hear^aa 
nsaavknilig : unable to dieyay^ what it is mt^ 



•^ The VnnteM de Cottci wtf» die teluml dAughier'of 
tlie Idng, by Mad^ de k Yuliivey aiid ^ae alwa^ «f theie 
parties* \ 

P 2 
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possible to defend^ they cut short all argu-« 
ment with: ^' cependant je voudrois que tovit 
celafusscy comme dans le hon vieux tem$.'\ 

A very clever and intimate friend of mine 
a;t Paris, with considerable talent and some 
wit, had gotten deeply entangled with the 
royalistes enragis ; and was herself indeed 
enragde, to a point that was sometimes. ex- 
tremely amusing. We were chatting onfe 
morning, whena, royalist acquaintance join^ 
ed us, and mentioned an ordinance of the 
king's, which direct^ed the formation of a 
new military school, after the model of that 
instituted in 1750, for the education of the 
young nobility. I could not help remark-^ 
ing, that I doubted Whfether this new: school, 
upon old rules, would assimilate in its sys^: 
terns with the tactics of the military and 
polytechnic Seminaries, formed during the re- 
volution. My little enragde flew into a pa- 
roxysm of loyal indignation, and interrupted; 
me with ; *^ mais, ma chire, ne me pariez pas, 
de vos icoies polytechniques^ those hot-beds o£ 
jacobinism and brigandage."* It is our wish_ 

* Tl>e SUves of the Scale milkaire of Metz received the 
Duke de Bern, "ivith their aiins croesed, in consequence olt- 
sone observations falling from his royal highness, signifying ; 
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fnous autres) that the rising generation should 
be shut up, and educated in a profound ig- 
norance of all that has happened for these 
last thirty years ; and that on coming forth 
into the world, .they might find eyery thing 
in statu quoy as it was in the heau ^cle de 
Louis XIV r ./ 

" And the Bastille ri asked. 

" Eh, mats oui, machere; et la BastHlc 
Mussi.^* 

The Bastille, she added> was a sort of 
maison de plaisance, when men of rank were 
sent tQ it, fbr having incurred the displeasure 
of the king ; as in the jostaQce.of the Duke 
de Richelidu, who was, visited there, by all 
the beautiful princesses of that day, whp were 
eperdument in love with him. That for the 
lie dupeuple^ it was, if any thing, too stately 
and too noble a place of confinement^ and a*, 
for the iron cages^nd subterranedus dungeons^ 
they were only for state criminals^ who spoke 

'■■■■!■■ " <■■■■ I -^ ■>»■»■■■■■ ■ ■ ■■ I I < I ■ " I 1 

diat he deaned theae military schools little better thaa 
nests c£ Jacobinism and brigcfndage^ 

On his enquiring, in a rather rough manner, what was ta 
bo learned inxhese seminaries? the chief master replied: 
*^ Man Prince, c^est une icole, qU on apprend d mourip- 
pwr sm patiAeJ\ 
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agatnit the king and his goveniBient— 1«^^ ef 
t^Ut oeia, o^eHii tviA Juit^.^^ But I insisted 
en the £i:cility ^)th which a let*r0 d$ cmok^t 
might; be procored^ to shut up such suspected 
f^inun%lft» before »ny fe^rm of justice bad 
pponounced them guilty/' 

She shrugged her shoulders and mplied : 
^^ Pour les lettra de cachit, on enfant dire au'^ 
tant de Uen qif^ de me^! ienez^ mB ehire ! 
Suppose I had a brother whose conduct dis* 
gtacMl oup fiimiljc^ ; would you have us ex-^ 
posa bU sbame, and throw an €>dium mi out 
ihooie, l^ sttffertng htm |d o^me into a couffe 
ef justice ? Ncs there was a fcime^ wheir^ 
iwd^p such ckoumstanees^ the honour and 
^Hgl^ity ef ^ noble fttmily was sared ; and a 
4^Mr« de^ 0achet got vH ef the mau^Mi» sujei, 
flgidi buned together the oriminat and the 
Mine*-r-£A him, Ufaut tm^qitrs^ ^^pArer fue h 
k€9^ t^fm rwkndra / / /**' 

I quote these sentiments^ utteMd hy^ a we* 
nan of rank^ talent^ and education, as being 
(I beUeve vevy^ geiier^.^). these el the papty* 
to which she belonged. 

While th^ roya^i&ts or person?il a^here^^^^ 

Bourbons take for their device thct welk 
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kao^n cry of Vti*d6*« kryttlff, ** mte It rbi, 

tkm • the *»^rrfi ire b^ fid rtfdinS tt^iHy tm- 
!les6i^Vi«l hi Aieir pfrtrtrffifejs if ai;t<*Ahi!tt^<t 
fo' the pef^^ aAd M!ea^tfr<« df ffre Itin^. 
Lotfif XVIII. w ti*e«<^ ^ tftem ti, " 4 

hessj Wli6, HiiftefedsSjifriljr M*,, «iCP irtjW^ 
fik)ii*ly irt)ff rarf, ekcfiJNJes froni' ^tlrd* tftos* 
wfe> atfC Aoif ca^f)fa&ftf of is^rcising »^ ; aM 
iae¥e*f coftltett^ Mttiseff with cfio^i^n^offi 
jbW hand^aiiff! fti»id^, #hl^ fiecdtoii^ sfaatM 
bIfiWf, tfy appi^sd ^he s'pfrtt 6f ung!u<t*ed 
♦e«g^tMi<fe, antf ^ cfeanf- flie ktngdoih of stiefi 
persons and principles as he now striSfers' I3b 
slir!^ his councils, amf d^^tatehi^orifinances. 

trpott one otj^asteh', ati aifrrar, speaS^hlg 
of tfte' Sling fir fei-i4wj- <4f reptobat'Joli, l^iaf 
amotlhfed' neady to aticusiiig'HifenifdslrtJftris-- 
tlitflfajestyidf jEfcfcdbirttsm'dttd hifnfetfty, I 
coaW ilbt' fierl^ a^Kti^ hhfa'; "' U ni (Me, esf-' 
k rojjtiHisteT' *■' VoSB, rhe^^^e^ dr fHef noits 
dbutons,'^ xriats tftd r^f^f. 

lit artoth«* ihs1i»iit*e, I wsii^drfnri^ tih-oug^ 
the B<^' de Bbttiiign^, wftfr a? lad}^ of tBte' 
iame politreal ^entiitrtli»tsr;'>if»Htfri tRedesofatbd^ 
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state of that once beautiful spot called forth 
her lamentations and reproaches. Addressing 
me in a tone of cprnplaint^ as though it had 
been I who had carried off *• Bimham wood to 
Dunsinane,^' she exclaimed^ *^ f^oiid^ ^adame, 
wild Vouvrage de vous autres A ngiais." I could 
not help feeling piqued at her ingratitude 
for the services which, at least, had been ren** 
dered to her party ; and I answered, " Eh 
hieUy madamCj vous avez un rvif endchange do. 
votre boisJ'^ She shrugged her shoulders, 
shook her head, and raised her eyebrows; 
and replied, in a broken sentence^ ^\pQut, 
f^/a, ma ch^re dame'-^^eh / eh / quo voulez^ 
vousV as if not quite satisfied with the 
equivalent. , 

I indeed obaerved upon all occasions^ that 
the royalists and ultras showed a perfect ins- 
ensibility to the services rendered t^hem by 
the allies in general, and by the £nglish iq 
particular. I remember walking with a party 
of ultras near the spot where Prince Blucher 
fell from his horse, when an Englishman of 
the party observed that it was there where 
the prince had broken some bone ; and an 
ultra replied, apart, ^' If it had becBi his neck^ 
it would have been no g^eat matter/' 
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It is strange that ev^ the Baonaptartitfts 
and constitutionalists, though protesting 
against the policy and falsehood of the. Eopi- 
glish government, express themselves more 
favourably towards the nation than the roy- 
alists ; who, though pleased with the restora- 
tion, cannot altogether brook the disctedita* 
ble manner of their return, tior cease to feel 
that they have beeaioa muph obliged. It is 
certain, moreover, that the moral and politi-> 
^feelings of the constitutionalists assimi- 
late more closely with those maintained in 
England, than the notions of the advocates 
Qi the old regeW in France, who assert un- 
ceasingly, that the anglo^mania which pr^ 
vailed immediately before the revolution, 
was among the leading causes of that event ; 
and that Voltaire's letters on England were 
for his country the most pejrnicious work he. 
ever wrote.* 

The gradual alteration in tone and man-, 

I ■!■ I ;■ i j ' .1 I I IB I I ' l.i ,1.1 pi I ■ I Ml I ^ M . tm 

* They accuse England of all their misfortunes ; of 
originating the revolution ; of sending the emigrants to 
be slaughtered at Quiberon ; and of lettihg loose Buona« 
pfurte li-Qm Elba. 'E\ea still they consider the ex^egi' 
peror as a sort of bag^fox^ to be let loose^ whenever .tha>. 
]E!ngUsh miaistry may be inclined to show sport to Europe^ 
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net tithe uUra ek&tsif during my ttskknce 
at PaaiB, was «xtreme)y obvkn9»> aiiit4 to an 
tMiiat«r<ste<i <^lMerr«l- i<^ aiiitidtig. Tfaef 
Bd Idn^ies'teeiiiidbowui lo "hmftafoulfc, iind 
lieskato dislike" to tile limMiltclls «f the go* 
rtt»taeat f bttt i^ilpliHi«d« ^¥ea kt G^iUdn f #ftks 
ol MBkible Ii«^t»es»di9e«v»a49ie in tlie cImh 
taeter o#bi^ Miy efiti);', to* fiiid iolj^eiet!^ of (ileaH 
MMfcirf and souteesf c€ c^oBore. Their ofUce 
loaA todfet«tioli», k» ^owf of f he eKt>vH^ 
rig^ of kki^/«d be abmird wil^ttt ridiefule, 
Md afliMfafy wMMut hhamt a]^f>eai««( ik)ir 
Vtteifyf^rgoUea or wtioHy reeanted. 

TM BttOfiapartlSf^trMAistff , ad lHhey Utm 
it, te tpealed with sktoiw^ied contempt; the 
iMeMurear of tlie court pikt»)fclf reprobatetl^ 
and even the priraH^'ftiaMisfcips amd t«ndle¥ 
pfedU^etioas of tflic king receive fcuft fit^ 
^ftiitftjer. TllTie inspect paid! lo fe P^n^ M 
Chaise, by the courtiers of Louis XFV. is* 
denied, by their dteseeni^fcutts, to Hie' Pire 
Sfysef of liOttis^ XVxxx. And those noble 
d»ni(»;*trho(fe gpeat^gfaiK^totbelrscanvsiss^d ^ 



' ** ^ TbuteB les dunte de Ta' Relne font' la cOmipAgtue cfe 
]R!kdfl£itie de Ittohtesffail ; oii y joue toar k tbar ; rieil il*iait 
dnbtj rtenn'est BA:iet.'* £ietM«» die 9&^ga6^ vA. ifi. 
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9. look from the miitreM of that king, and 
wera the associates of all her dissipated or^ 
giw, refiise their connt^iance to the innooeni 
and platonic preference of the Migrang so^ 
veteign. The uHra ladi^ openly exclaim 
^^inst the degradation of a place^ once so 
nobly filled, and how occupied hy a •* petite 
fnaitw€b$€ dep^a&imci^^^ Although it is under^^ 
atood, that Mad. deP*--^ holds her captive 
only \9f the delicate chains of mind, ye€ 
this^ gpiritnal commiinioD is ridiculed ^ and 
Hhe ^Miriiihg Agnes Sorrel &lls trithin the 
geneval maxim of the class, as to herintel-^ 
tactual charms, 

^ Nul nWra de resprit. 

But while the king remains firna. and true 
to his sentiments and attachments^ no ties 
less pure di^ui^b the pnoral proiprtety of his 

* A paTticulfuriKeRdof 9Sk1. P*— ^, itr d efe ndi n g fccr 
. fKHn these maltckmrimptttations^ said ta me, ^^ Air to die 

kk^^l Ttmt* to Mad. de F^ , it is not possible. Hfe 

could not eoitr tliedbor of 'herllfM<?apartment; and sudr 
is Iter timidlly, that when he addresses her at court j *^'k 
rouge lui tombe<d& ht puei^^ P bi- fec tt y conTinced' myself 
of' ^ imideenee of tlke-parti^ Fiubraii' these prooftio 
the coosideiatioa of ultra-scepticisnik 
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tourt ; and the royal family, it is observed, 
exhibit '^ un sublime ef touchaht tableau de 
toutes lesDertus publiques et prit6es.^'* No 
Mad. du Barr6s now usurp a place '^be- 
Jiind the throne, greater than the throne.** 
Even bishops, D?ho have long lived in holy 
wedlock with their revolutionary virives, have 
discarded them ;t and laymen, who for many 
years have lived without their chores moitids, 
have been obliged to take them back4 All 
*' liasom dangdreuses" are banished from a 
ccAirt, where piety and politics have usurped 
the, place of gallantry and the graces ; as? 
les petit s ramoneurs once showed their sooty 
fsLces on the fans of French belles, instead of 
*' the loves y* whom they had dethroned. 

While, however, these two factions are en- 
gaged in frivolous discussions and puerile, 

• See Annales Politiques, August 19, 1816. 

t When Mad. Talleyrand returned to Prance, to en- 
force the fulfilment of the conditions which induce<jl her 
to submit to a separation from her light reverend lord, the 
king was graciously pleased to be jocular on the occa- 
sion with his graai chamhdlan. " Oui^ Sir€^'^\ replied 
Mons, T» "^o« retour eit pour mot un 'oingt de M4tr^.^^\ 
(The. day of Napoleon's return firom Eflba*) 

X Mons« Chateaubriand is said to be aoumg the num- 
ber of these " martyr^s^^^ 
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contests^ in which their own interests and 
their own vanities alone hold any concern, 
the i rest of the nation beholds in indignant 
silence their usurpation of all places of ho- 
nour, emolument, and importance. It is the 
ancient noblesse alone, who are sent into 
foreign countries to represent the land they 
have so long abandoned, and with whose 
existing principles and character tilieir owi) 
can never assimilate.. It is the adherent} .of 
the old rigimey who Command in the army^ 
who lead in the senate ; and those, who fo( 
twenty-five years have been armed against 
France, now decide her fate, and rule ovei: 
her vigorous population, upon, principles and 
systems, whose abolition she had purchased 
with her blood, through a long and painful 
term of suffering, of conflict, and of misery. 

m :♦ . # « m « # - * * « « « # 
- The society of Paris, after the second re-, 
storation of the Bourbons, s^ppearing half in 
shade and half in reiief, is not inaptly imaged 
by that condition of thq moon, in which, 
although her whole orb be visible, the efful-. 
gience of her light proceeds only from a part.> 
While the royaliste. pur and the royaliste ex^, 
ag^e, biub. and bustle> and flutter on the. 
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•cene, w$tmed into animaiicm by the niyB 
of priooely phytcctioO) or of roy«) faTovt:; 
J^l who OMiaoi ekum ihoe disiingaishiiig 
epithets, *' preierre tiie nonclcn tenor of 
their ^ty," and {Ufhotfow tipfanite olCow«> 
iey) " tekd » life* fts it W«r6, bjr stealth." 

Thk undiMsed, tout 6«i(]«(jt^ order^ g&t- 
fietatty under the turvtilltmei of t}i« poHce» 
Md oiten little better than pf isomers to thor 
own portetv and valets, la^ft,\rf bosk ^stai 
experieneeSj been broken hito circuM»pee« 
timt i «id« in general, socie^ are csutfow 
hot to risk eipimimfi, which ta^ht irsavaiU 
in^ kienr the penalty of exile, or perhapk 
of death. A ct»taii» totse of pkanatct iqtd* 
•DfM, however, pervades t&eiroonKreesBtifoBy 
an ambu«hed taillery, whieh awril ewppHieB 
the place ol bitter inv);ctive, or of ithimi^ 
complaint How often, and hew wilJing^y, 
h»»0 1 hostened to one, «l tbeip **p*i»tt to- 
mitis svn* l» r»g4" ftom same caiittomb cir**' 
cle, where eacl^ mofnunental mestbes spioice 
in his tui4i« ev was^ealfed to Mdet^ il b^ in^ 
fringed on tlio pteseribed reguluriff ofi tite; 
cofyveF(iatlofi>!«'''With wbsit pteasiwi ha»re I 
fiown to sofno fofbiddeff gwwMdv wbibtiyki 
the htiHowed drele of a»»ty mA ctmif^ mm, 
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mif aSwJ $mhis exerciaed their jjroscribed 
vitolieries ;♦ where talenta^ which were even 
ih^r wider variotw fbrmf , delighting the 
w<)rWf and pursuing their golden course to 
immortality, reserved aottie of their brightest 
l)eamt to illumine the passing moments of 
private intdrcourae; Mid where names Were 
re-rechofd/ destined to live for evcF^ and 
Itlready trac^ in the Innrinouai rolls ol &ptea4 
did celel^rity ! This^ indi^d, was a 8aeietf4 



t << The worlds" said one of the n¥>st celebrated men 
of Europe to me, ^^ n divided into Jive parts ; the four oli 
quarters, and les gens ^ esprit \ and this^/^A (fivision U 
now jplaced on ihe lisH of i^slniption.'*^ ^< Wkd iat tiM 
l^taoipk r' a9^4 th|» ];)liic de B'l - a, potnfti$g outi a gen* 
tleman 'who. had excised his attention by observ^ttion^ 
iomewhqt bold^ on a political subject, of conversation.. 
•* fTest nn honme d^esprity^^ was the reply. ^* Bony^ 
sdded tha ckio. H Jj? %0is tim fu*Un*4st pBs de$ itdipesB^ 
_ lit is ^, the &|her of this iM)blefban^ tlkst ^ falifimtg 
anecdo^Q is. altri)}uted. Being a(>pointed to direct the 
&stiyities fox the marriage of the Count d^Artoia, it was 
ffiiggested to him, that an epithalamiam wall indispensabte ; 
and. a penon was reooiBiiidmled, to perfdtm the jot^ 
Upon hia consenting to this anang^ment^. th<& poeit; waiteil 
iiponhim &r his.directlons, in what manner it should bft 
got up. « Ma foi^' he replied;, «jc tCen sajs rien: 
qi^U soit de vehurs vert^ ^odd dfar^ comme les autres 
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often '* dream'd of in my philosophy/^ but 
never counted upon in my expectations^ 
These were hours over which weariness held 
no jurisdiction ; and every sand in the glass 
turned to gold, as it fell. 

The society of iParis, taken as a whole^ 
9nd including all parties and factions, is in- 
finitely superior in point of taste, acquire- 
ment, and courtesy, to that of the capital 
pf any other nation. Paris, the elysium of 
men of letters, has always been the resort of 
foreigners of literary, scientific, and political 
eminence; and princes and potentates, who 
have influenced the destinies of nations, are 
seen mingling in her circles with the more 
valuable characters of Europe, whose works 
and names are destined to reach posterity, 
when titles of higher sound shall be forgot- 
ten, and the Humbolts, the Playfairs, the 
Davys, the Castis, the Canovas now suc- 
ceed, in the Parisian salons, to the Sternes, 
the Humes, the Walpoles, and Algorettis 
of other times. The talent for conversation 
so conspicuous in France among all classes, 
originating, perhaps, in the rapidity of per- 
ception and facility of combination of the 
pij^ple, was early perfected by institutes. 
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which^ prohibiting an interference in matters 
of government, determined the powers of na- 
tional intellect to subjectis of social discus- 
sion, and tasteful analysis. 

In the days of the beautifuf and un- 
fortunate Marie Antoinette, the splendid 
court which surrounded her, opposing itself 
to the philosophers^ who brought strength 
and energy into fashion, reduced the whole 
vocabulary of bon^ton^ as an elegant courtier 
of that day assured me, to about twenty or 
thirty words ; and whoever presumed to ex- 
ceed the stated boundary, was stigmatised 
as dibel esprit^ and a philosophe. The revo- 
lution has added much to the strength of 
conversation, without having sacrificed either 
precision or finesse ; and " causer bien^** to 
be a *' ban raconteur y^' is as sure a passport 
to the best society at this moment, as it was 
in the days of Louis XV. 
- La Marquise de V— ~, enumerating to nje 
one day the celebrated persons who formed 
her soiriesy before the revolution, dwelt with 
many touches of pathos upon Champfort, 
who had been amongst the number; and 
«he concluded, ia a tone of great emotion, 
if Ah$ madame, fai perdu en luz mon nieii^ 

VOL. I. Q 
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ieur^^'^^^'' Slie pauisedi for. ah itif^^, arid 1 
was about to Ml . up the hte^k'; 'trWch < fceb- 
ing had 4nade^ with the- w6rd :'^^^^i;** bdt 
she repeated, *' T at perdu eH'luifhbn meillmr 

Excellent raconteurs Ui^ to 1:ie imet tirith in 
every scxjiety of Paris;- and I have listes^d 
with. wonder and admiration to tlie 'hntiiour^, 
facility^, and pointy With which v tale aJftcJr 
tale -has be^n delivered, anecdotes fcdated, 
anclBtoriea :in vented, for the amuseniightbf 
a^oijfoley.wfaere every nlember bore his :j)art, 
fctnd i Uiibeire all- played in their turn a willing 
ftudien0S,i andall wefe eqita^ to aii amusing 
ftxldbitiofi. That ^^^mdafaehbfy *nd g^ft* 
tl^naiilike"* pleasantry, ^pt^dttced in English 
society 'under th^'nkme oi^f&kzing,is'2L^^smt 
of •/ matjodlmmirth'?^ unknon^^in the cii'ctes 
of Pari^; while ridi(iule, iaiway*^ dresaJded, 
and ably wielded,. yPaDs^ alnJok €K€lii»iVefy 
u pan uw/bMnrf«/jpre tensiph • 3?astei j as refer- 
abXe to theordinafu^es of society, is tere-so 
deeply ustodied,.i8o weil .define in her itries^ 
and so tholraugbly uridairstbod fh het pttjfi^ 
ciples, that it he d^fcisipni^ <5f itemporaryiinades 
have^'faiat little influenee-^on lopinlori*^ As^r 
as I could dbserve/ altH<>i^h^ ceftftin light 
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ri^kdMs! tout y^^t v9MMmtllyt&di^lpiv$^B: 
. Xhe Qw^df tb»AS:pei:g»t(€4vJto] tiybtitabiwb- 

disQusaiwa of iail 3\ibj€cts is gcarit^drtoitliM^ 
tvJ^Q anelkoQwii) .to li)«e weai!isome ^tep^nwie^ 
A4a»if atioa- foe. taient is indeed a^ uoiVen^ 
ftsr/iS *h^ iwt^ljgence -which' ^ppr^ctat^iesrifc. 
Njotfc.a: toy! fells .unReflccted ; not .» point 
dixip$)Upfdt; .all is \febdiin4 and, ejastidty^ 
Tly )3odit;yv lik«f/th£i .<:^i]^te« is bdght and 
gewiai'j* and itite^jlihej peculiar anld tiplted 
influnite of .both, .to set the min^ and.the 
bloo<d','^i)nto: rapid Gti£u1atioti>ito Hgbten Ibu- 
manitjT'ofjhalf ,.the ilisiof iitsii'ilberitaiice^ to 
enhanee :its pleasiides, a«id> tiiuUiply \!»: .«a* 
joyoaeptsi' '.- •• .' 

iBut. while private ^society still preserves 
its deligbtffil Gharadter>;the;exi8ting order of 
thie^noccasionaUy; intecfei^s.irith -its recre- 
ationS';-:aDd tl^e :vi^t«Q€' police jsometim^s 
obtrudes. ;i*Belf fO«>.'tAe pleasures, ^ytsa-.rof 
thoie whrf ; hav«' nothiiig to dread ' from its 
dtscoverifit. I'L^a^'mg',^ alite.hour, a»<ele* 
gant and brilliaatr circle/ inr: the ^A«w ViUe 

Q 2 
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Ev^ue, in the. fresh impression of my admi- 
ration^ l^^i^as lamenting that all my hours 
were not so passed^ that a short time would 
cbnvey me far from the scene of such enjoy- 
ment5 when a number of soldiers, rushing 
from beneath the shade of a high wall, sur- 
rounded the carriage, and seized the reins. 
Bastilles, lettres de cachet, mysterious arresta- 
tions, and solitary confinements, started upon 
tuy Scared imagination, and I had already 
classed myself with the iron masque, and 
caged Mazarine; with the Wilsons, Hutchin-* 
sons, and Braces, as I rapidly went over my 
possible peccadillos of lise-majest^, when the 
leader of the military vociferated : ^^. Qui ^nt 
cesMessieursV snd ordered thewindowsof the 
carriage to be let down. Our French servant, 
who was probably himself one of the police, 
immediately entered upon the defensive, and 
declared that we were English persons re- 
turning to their hotel, from the Marquis de 
C— ^'s ; adding significantly : ** vous vom 
trompezy mes amis.'* After a little mutt^ng 
among the party, they drew back to their 
station tittditfr the wall, and we passed on, 
with feelings similar to those of the country 
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mouse; for though I acknowledge4 that 
•* my lord alone knew how to live^t" «tiU I 
could not help exclaiming, 

" GiTe me again my hollow tree, 
" My crust of bread— and liberty." 

As we drove on, I observed a fiacre pass 
us, and looking out of the window,, perceived 
that it was stopped and surrounded, as we 
had been. The next morning we learned 
that the police had been ia search, of sus- 
pected persons,* and our servant suggested 
that they were most likely concealed m the 
quarter where we had visited ; '' for it is in 
the 'Rue d^Anjou (he added) that the Jwo 
Queens live.'' t 

Amidst all the suspicion and distrust^ which 
the weakness and vigilant jealousy of the 
present government are so well calculated to 
excite, in private society, each particulaij: 
circle yields itself up to a freedom of discus- 
sion^ which an entire confidence in the honour 

*■ We haTe occasionally seen the houses of suq)ected 
persons guarded by soldiers, \An\e the unfortunate inpiate^ 
were undergoing a scrutiny. 

- t The Queen of Spain and her sist^, wh6 is qu^n of 
— I forget what. 
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of its iae^bino^n afoneexplain, or justify. 
"The Foyalists abuse the iiltrd^r ihe Ultras 
abuse the government | thfe cpri$ti^iLitionali^t$ 
laugh at botl^,9.n(J Just. stopj)ing. short of 
treason^ exercise.tbeirwit and their satir? 
against the dominant pjirties, in $ongs> epi- 
grams^ anecdotes, and tfon^moU. 

It has freqiienuy'occurred' to nie to have 
witnessed the most opposite discussions^ and 
listened to the most contradictory opinions, 
in the course of the same evening ; assisting 
at, a royalist dinner, drinking uttra tea, and 
supping en ripuilicaine. I have thus gradu- 
ated pn the poliiicalscaje, frpni tneextrenie 
of loyalty to the last degree of rebeUion, 
I. was at a concert at the house of thie charm- 
ing Mad. de Beaucourt, the very Muse of 
royalism] ^nd ^ (almost won over to a cause 




engagement I had inacle with a society 6i 
another. stamp^ and nietal ; and I departed 
rel«Pjt2y;^tly> , kay jpg fll^hy i^ gij/ant [^'cfieva-^ 
Her de la bonne cause'' raptjirojisly applavidiijg 
the fbllowifig tdyaV^ffiisioris,«dmposed, play-: 
ed, and sung, by their lovely hostess.' - ' 
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Preux chevalier, la gloire vous apelle, 
' I^^honneur voui^ dit de marc W sous sa loi ; 
Vdiisle jut'ez, totw kri sereatfid^e, v ' 
Preux chevalier veut mourir pour son roi. (bis.) 

Au loin dlb}k la tronrpette sotiore 

Dans tpus le& co^uvsia caue^ graft^ 9^^ $ 

Chant du depart^ ,vo^^ ]le redi t enci^re t - 

Preux chevalier v^fij^^nio^iir po^r son roi. (bis.) 

Adieu, plaii9ir9} a«|oyp» a4iett5 df>xi^ 9xsie; 

Adieu cers ^eu;|^ p^je reQus ca fi>ii . u 
Cache tcs. pleurs, .idqlede raa vie ! ... . j , ; ^ ^ 

Preux ch€WiiIi^Y9¥lttnounrpoiw^4K>xi(rQi'.i' (bis.) 

Le chevaKer, 90ns la blanehe banni'^i^s - ^ - 
Brulant d'ardeut, M>l6in tipkHA Tefflroi, 

En effrontant les hazai^s de la'gtierre, ' 
Preux chevalier veut ttxouKr p6Ur sonf roi. (bis- ) 

L'airretentSt^dtfa-iafelft'vtetoirfe^ '- •• 
Etdu vttifik|tfe«i<^t aMbila lot. i ' 

Jl fuiheuJreiiX^'p&rra^utc^Jal gloire^ 
lie chevalier, qui ^^rvit bien son roi. (bis.) 



With this melodizejd loy^Uy.j.s^jiKl^reath- 
ing oiMnyjE$u!> L^rrived :iii the anti-room of 
the hotel -where.! was to sup^ and while I 
3Yas qpsha^ling, I,cag3g]btj|t|ie ;fi^^^ 
the following song; whkh my pn^sencie did 
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not interrupt, and which, given with infinite 
humour, was received with rapturous plau- 
dits, warm and sincere as those bestowed on 
^* Preux chevalier veut mourir pour son Roi.'^ 

Ca ne tiendra pas. 

Comme il &iit prendre, en philosophe, 

lies accidens fUcheux et bons, 
J^ai support^ la catastrophe, 

Qui nous ramena les Bourbons. 
Pour me trouver sous leur passage, 

J'ai mftme &it deux ou trois pas, 
Mais je me suis dis, ^^ c^est dommagt^^ 

Ci ne tiendra pas, 9^ ne Uendra pas. 

Quand Beni, D'Artois, D'Angoul^me 

De ville en ville ont colport^, 
Des keiitiers du diadfime 

La dilitante Trinite. 
lis se donnoient pour des grands Princes, 

Mais bientdtchacun dit, tout bas, 
Pour leurs grandeurs, ils sont trop mtncr^, 

Ci ne tiendra pas, fjt ne tiendra pas. 

II Youdroit legner sur la France 

Ce Roi, qui parmi des Franfais, 
CMa dire avec insolence : 

^' Jt dais ma Couronne aux Anglab^* *^ 



* ^^ Je reconnais, qu^ aprds Dieu, c'est au Prince Re- 
gent, que je dois ma Couronne." 
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FRBHX CHEVAL.IER. 

By Matl. £oius€> de^ MisautYturi . 



^^m^^^^^m 



PrptoE cheva-Vpr, 1a ^loir** Tons ap^ 




-rev, Tovs hn seres £-dp-]e, jpreiuc rlirva -lier vmt ttonrir poor i 



~d * w^-' / | Ja - T 1^--" " I 
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CA I^ 'TIET«^1*R A PAS. 



^^^M^±^ 



Allegr 



Conuue il ' faui j«*ndrp pn pld - lo - sophe leg mr-ri.- 

zpz 



^^^TTif^ rJ-J i r_0 ^ 



-<lras farkcvx et bant, Jai mp-pqr-tp In 



ffrofiir qui noiu 





L p^tir L_3:AL7^» > rr if rJ ,i»r^r1 fi 



]iiii^,ri» a'tiPiulrjij 




mm^^^mM^^^^ 



paa,ra &'itradra pas , nuua Je me Buis dtt c est dam Baj»>-e,ca n'liendrM 




paa ea a'tiendra paa . 



. fiV- 'ttrlr. jYW^ *H Itt,^- ,tr*Sr.\ vns^r 
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Ah! I]|^i8Be encore la France enti^t^' \ 

Dire^ en la brisant en eclat^ - 
Si tu la dois k TAngleterre, 

Ca ne tiehdra pas^ qk ne tiendra pas.'' 

Je lis tout baat de la jactance 

De toas ces fiujuind d'6migr6s9 
Qui, par peuty ont quittd la France^ 

Bt qui, par f dim, j sont rentr^i. 
Pauvre petit«fils de Henri Quatre ! 

Peux tu compter sur ces pieds-plats ? 
Pour toi, quand il faudra se battre, 

Ci ne tiendra pas, qk ne tiendra pas. 

On prodigue avec insolence 
Ces.rubans, ces marques d^honneur^ 

Que Voh arracbe de la taiUance, 
' Aiima mirite, 4 la vafeur. : 

0e ee tort c^ pent ypun i^soudre ; ' 
Ces croix, ce^ rubans, ces cracbats ; 

Messieurs, vous avez beau les coudre, 
Cky ne tiehdra pas, i}k ne tiendra pks. 

The Emperor Jiilian declared that he 
most admired, in his fevourite Gauls, that 
gravity of character, which resembled his 



This public declaration was a deep wound to the ho-^ 
nour of the nation, and is thus alluded to in one of the 
best pamphlets of the day. ^^ Horribles paroles ! gravees 
trop pr6fimd€meiit dans le ooeur de tous les Franfais, et 
qu'il est inutile de commenter." 
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own. And^hoogh i£ fnayuppeaf: afr affec^ 
tation of singulatity, Ip kgfeb/ih this impe* 
rial opinion, 9s .applied[ to tjljib modern 
French, yet in all circles, among alt classes, 
both in public and i» private', T'was struck 
with the tone.ef .qu^ptude and seriousness, 
the capability of^prafound au^ iSUfitained at« 
tention, distin*tfftliable ^^iiy*f lin^^^ par- 
terres of thdr theatresr.aAd'tb^^ of 
their salons. .Xhs^j: ^??i)[d exuberance pf gaiety, 
that boisterous overflowing of animal spirits, 
found even undqr the sombre influence of 
our own less g^j^d^}^ ^l^ii^ 
seen in France, !TimA^3ijist^nPiitlm,French 
appeared to '■ me; tn^mfn^ »> constitutional 
than an iiitetiectliat vlVacity ;"^*^ort of mo^ 
ral energy, a prompt, ihouj^h not a!^^^ 
sensibility, which gives spirit to their man- 
ners, .sftjimatiflq .to jt^ieirrcqv^^^f^^^f ncei^^ mxd 
foifqe 4p #ieir ,g«^t¥ul^tipp . : J ^^ve, ocw 
ca^iOimli^y Jo^nfi^fi^ circle, ojf pef^soiis .that 
looked 

jjjVtil, SQweJpuJiie^,ij oi^^ iqtere^tln'g^^^ 

eye lighted up, everyini«ml€iifltae^4Mfightei^ 
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(ftd, and iall became fiinhftaitfed in gesturey mid 
forcible ip expression.- The^ ViMtte 5f tem- 
perament iflost jpecuiiarly 'Fi'ench, • is that 
t^tn sliow'df ^rf)etual "c^feierftiln^i^, 'wtiich* 
Whatever' may ' be^'its ^ CAtisifr' !aiid"Wigih,' w 
itibst ^^i-actous in 'il!4- effects^ ^iwd iftftiieiite) 
ifi/fiich thtowS a fay !evferi'-on> tfe€(if 'igr«vfty; 
ahd^ is iiifiiiitely 'iiloi*e -dettghtfel ' tban theit 
ifel^ihingly Mtdiri^tttfif «tiiyatflty ;■.'<')..! . 

-■='Tfie'dir(i!fes fbf fti.4hioiiv 'in -Pftiis,' ttr^ cha- 
fHK^^k^ Hf'k fbi'malfity • in thfeiC' a^fahge* 
ide^t, to wriifch th^k -sedentary^ fif&pensities 
itt att ' fahks greatly ' contrib'ttte . ' ' ••' Nottody 
Is 'tetbtiAiotlv^, froH*'' aMb^ '^^^"nmtikfti \ 
thefej-a^e nb pt-ofess^d loungew.feiiOi' hdbitaal 
wftWt^rs.'^—EVeYy 'body>s4tsW «eks!i«e8, wHitw, 
vrhercs' atiff'fts 'oft6n aiS M '*aii»;'fafftd''diair8 
a?r^'pfrovided fjo't <)nty^f6r #hc^^i»4tt> ¥eg6t«t 
tb^tJhe "publib'^rderts; 'bi«>«l«Hin^lM stt«««i; 
atbng ifc^' mbst ftlsihilbrif^We !Bo«teta{fdB;'aiid 
B^ftire'ttll i!lle'ijfl/?i?>dy^ est^mimm'^hich'^te 
fkfitifed"'bM at'S.'^tei'y Jtflb!(Jekl»fpPiGe.- -Tbe 
jft'bmenadie' 'bf ^Wions^efJ Jfeshioff'Ttg 'laatbt^y 
a^sfeat 'Jn 'tii<6^air.- ^ 'i^lie^^^fi.?* '«<y^|h^igar<tetf6 
bf^^the' teilierieSi liHgMi fttJttt^itheiy'^cafJ. 
>Jag««y' and: IftWnedliHtBty' ibfcfe ^mt ■ke'Ht 
Vttde# ^the l^dl! bf •4h^"ddbkMog^vb^»^ 
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cbesnuts^ or in the perfumed atmosphere of 
roses and orange trees. 

In the gardens of the Luxembourgh, 
swarms of the ancient inhabitants of that 
old-fashioned quarter, cQm^ forth with their 
primitive looks, antiquated costume and 
pet animals^ to take their accustomed seats 
every evening, and remain in endless cau^ 
serie, enjoying their favourite recreation in 
this lovely spot^ until the shades of night 
send them home to their elevated lodgings, 
*' uu quatrUme.'^ The circles of the ancient 
nohlm^ are formal and precise, to a degree 
that imposes perpetual restraint; the ladies 
are all seated d la ronde\ the gentlemen 
either leaning on the back of their cbdidrs, 
or separated into small compact groups. 
Every body rises at the entrance of a new 
guest, and immediately resumes . a seat, 
which is never finally quitted until the mo- 
ment of departure. There is no bustling, 
no gliding, no shifting of place for purposes 
of coquetry, or views of flirtation ; all is re- 
pose and quietude among the most animat- 
ed and cheerful people in the world. My 
restlessness and activity was a source of 
^reiat astonishment and ami^isemept : my 
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walking constantly in the streets and pub^ 
tic gardens, and my having nearly made the 
tour of Paris, on foot, were cited as unpre* 
'cedented events in the history of female 
perambulation. 

V Coming in very late one night, to a grand 
. reunion, I made my excuse, by pleading the 
fatigue I had encountered <luring the day ; 
and I enumerated the different quarters of 
the town I ha^ walked over, the public places 
I had visited, the sights I had seen, and the 
cards I had dropped. — I perceived my fair 
audi tress listening to me at first with incre- 
dulous attention ; then ^^ panting after me in 
vain,'^ through all my movements, losing 
breath, changing colour, till at last she ex- 
claimed*: *^ Tenez, madamcy je n'en puis plus. 
Encore un pas, et je rCen reviendrai, de plus de 
qutnze jours ?" 

This love of sedentary ease struck me 
most particularly, at court. At one of the 
receptions of the Dutchess de Berri (held 
at the Elysie Bourbon), we were detained 
longer than had been expected in an anti- 
room, waiting the arrival of her royal high*^ 
ness from the Thuilleries, where ^he dined 
with. the< king. There were a great many 
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Ig^ifSj i^4 fevijl^ few !5eat3. On §very. 9(4«f 
ifrere.tfl'. hpife^aiTd, " 4*^.««ig!«'wjpj4«?!^.!, ?«*; 

bout, CothHie 5a? 3\fod({me, }e mmndef'^^tigHe/* 
&c. &c. A few nights beforie, ;9.t .^e pJtay 
gliYfin j^tithft^Tihuillferiefe ^j^rs^l IftdieSi lex- 
tmm^iy.. ^fiU v%ccQ|»i»od^ted i?».. J i tijftwgh:fe, 

tJiey mi^ be^nomjaj th^cj««sed.iwbite ^Ea» 
^Ssh l^Mfifk^i tbe ibighj9stimt»]| .w^)e:p)ushii]g 
^jl Jiqu^^^g,: an^ ^st^fli-ngb .too: Mftpsr; ti> 
liie:a<Jinitt^j <JOr;aiiy 1e«^,.!tot)witrtess' the 
spectacle of id .cobpI: play, .perioifiaaeil in. the 
iriagoificent itbeatrej w^ch iracftH*^ all tlie 
spleodQuCjandviattch toofc ,tlrt;fi jthe! elegance 
of tliei&iittousj«z//e><f<?9 jnjfiic^'T^Qf JLdnis* XiV. 
^heiqrm^ifey hotWiever of those ciircJes^.ia 
which itds^the&fashioo to reflect. t|iei|bami^r$ 
of the ancien regime, is not unitiet^. ' vTherp 
ai!e oaany <»ejte.!andr societies, in tbeiioimense 
f»»gB> of (Parisiaji .j«)»ij»i?yjMla jirbi^h -the 
mm\ p^K:fc:)eas&, ppewfdjs j..Mrbfere .it^iis jper- 
»Mtbeji)tOiWti/,'Oij>sjtapd,,«)r j0.ungej^tt?j ptt the 

i€|i«ieiiBfiay i^iCtfttq, v<>p;|^i|ilwtfity in,(Jw:e ; 
wb^re ibe iJid^yv^f,i;tbe)ifewPf' 4ffles r n©f 1 i?«*r 
^^ ifisifitt that , i^r ; g«te£tt must i>c<:upy i tbe - 
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<-ij. 



8|i«iE(l^g« all (fbrtJt&^atid'^tomn^QfisntSjtef^ 

no ostentatious display, no indisciiinrrate 
ai^ltl«tf4^tkslkei«t-{Mrt) hi>^it»'s)d^ft;ttep.Jrhe 
tttleii^, <>*hidb !te»d"tliei» 'fehanai i<tb:>todsd 
dcfttf mQHbl»> i are «&tiilJiat«d, ifor - bd^mKl ^^^ 
riiiik><ih^>ni4giit dignify; <»r>«be(|9Agftlfitteaee 
Uhat'ftJi^ftlPAdttrn it. -tlii tK(if«dt»p '*i:VJigii 
i^bttMqtake Ellis' jriad^itritti-^Atagablasi; and 
Vdieike'^ith^ dJon^feJ^ 'I • ha(?«> seen. iD^snoa 
afed IHUttibblt iiecetvedowh;h>(i^llgtov= wte« 
jitii«5«s^a*id mitii^tdM wwte ^beiMld witti'iai* 
di-flterendd.' '•'•■■ ■ • ■ i •.■■'■- '^-■^■■■-'■• 

«lE<'4e^'«<Mln»»' Wl&'^ii' W* twircllMtt rfc>»ddadNi i 

: Tiieiriooi^tieft QfrBam^>^miAi>t jslsMpii^ 
t€fd ) Idifer f»aBe§8tty:>iof • lt40W»ciJ». -i^ifp , m'^^ 
from the door, and to ^vftj^wAi^ N^tbf 
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promptly-ekhausted attention of fiishioimble 
inanity. The DehlirLflf^w.oi haut ton, who 
yawn away theiF existence in the assemblies 
of London^ are as uxiknow^i in Paris, as those 
intellectual jugglers, who play off their 'Equips 
and cranks/' for the amusement of prosper- 
ous dulness, or those more manual artists, 
who *^ fumble'' themselves, into fashionable 
-notoriety, and who fi^oquently^ without re«- 
icompense, as without esteem, ''strut their 
^our upon. the. st9ge^ and. then are heard no 
•more/* . 

Knowledge indeed is: so much diffttsed^ and 
a taste fori scientific investigation so strenu« 
ously cultivated, in France, thai judgment 
seems to approach the precision of mathe- 
matical certainty; and Uie natuiral tact of 
the people, the quickness of their percqphr 
tion, thus stKngthened by cultivation, leaves 
pretention hopeless of success. There inva^ 
riably/' ie smxnr dans un fat, devient , imper^ 
tinence'* , Many foreign charlatans, who 
have be^i for a time countenanced in En- 
gland, and crowned with complete success 
in Ireland, have been the public laugh of 
Paris, the amusement of idlers, and the con** 
tempt of tbe^ learned. ;^ 
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** Engdgez vos sujets d se marier ie piutot 
possible,'' h the political ordinanceof a French 
writer, strictly obeyed in France. The youth 
of both sexes marry now, as formerly, much 
earlier than in England ; and without pausing 
to consider the effects of such premature 
unions, upon moral and political life, it is very 
obvious that the pleasures of private society 
gain materially by the change. No ma- 
noeuvring mothers, nor candidate daughters^ 
appear upon the scene, bent exclusively on 
canvassing for a matrimonial election,* hd^ 
rmonies with maternal amour-propre, or agi- 
tated by fears of rivalry, or hopes of con- 
quest. No cautious heir, suspicious of undue 
mfiuence, wraps himself up in the safety of 
silence, and in the affectation of neglect, 
whispering his nothings into the ear of his 
equally cautious companions, and violating 
every form of good breeding, by a strict ob- 
servance of the rules— of prudent reserve. 
Young unmarried women, indeed, seldom 
appear in society, except in the domestic 

' t ■ ■ : '• : 

* An lieirefls by no means makes the same sensation, in 

France, as amongst us ; because it is generally understood 
tbat saleable arrangements have^ been made for -Iter esta-^ 
blishment, before sj^e appears in public. 
VOL. I. R 
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circle^ oi: at the bcUs-park^ which are suffix 
ci^tHly QHsi^ous irv the g»y 9«a§oi^ of ?apis, 
to q^ibrc} ftinple soi^rce^ of pLeotsure and dis«* 
9ip9<tioH,. atnd which heginning ^{id ending 
^arlyj, aud beiog devoted to their graceful and 
elega^>t di»|K;f8^ are iafinitely more calculated 
fpfl^ yodnthful recrqation^ than the latfi hqurs^ 
^i>d uawho}Qsofae cirowds of Xiondon asaem-^ 
blies^ wher^ youth so ^oo loses its, spirit aijud 
its bioom^ and \^\\exp the often exhibited 
1;^auty grpws stale on the sickly eye o£ 
£Btsh^ion^ before it has accomplished theeud.- 
of its annual. 4nd nightly exhibiticu^;* 
. Marris^^ are still pretty genejrsvLly ar-*. 
ranged by thf?, prudencei^ SMid foreMght; of /^ 
bon»p<iren^ ; but daughters are no longer shut 
lip in converts, till the day of theiiF nupti^U ; 
nor.ar^ they condemned tp behold far. the. 
firsit tinie theij husband and tl^ir lQver> ai*^ 
most at the saaie moment, lilducated chiefly 
at hqm^, they mingle with tliie cwstpOMwy 
guests of the maternal circle, from which the 

* Very young girls do not, in general, frequent the soireis^ 
or mere conversational societies, because they do not them- 
selves desire iu To balls and to conc^ts they go at a 
much earlier age^.than; i$ uaual in Engkad;. and there i» 
na d4fcid4it:ppri()d.jfor ^< coming ewf." 1S» wgwwwA ^m^^ 
man^ of any age, caa:go to jQP^* 
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comps^nipn of their future life 19 not m^^n 
qiiently Qhose» ; and i^iwe inclinfttiQn i^ mwn 
violated, nor i^epugnance re^isti^d, it mvA% 
often happen among the young, th^pkftsingi 
and the susceptible, that duty and preference 
may go together, and obedience know thftt 
^' fV est dou9 4e trouvcr, dons un ^mMt gu^m 
aimey un 6p^u$) que Pon doit aimer. ^^ To this 
may be added, that a young Freneh wpman^ 
like a young English woman, mfiy forward 
parental ambition, by her own aspiring 
views, and *^ donner dam la seign^urze^^' with 
a ready recantation of the rpmaditie dogma 
of ** love in a cottage,'' which in the end fwN 
quently. turns out to be a cottagb, witboufc 
love, . ^ ; . 

The new French youth of both se<e$> of the 
present generation, are peculiarly diHinguish*^ 
ed by all the genuine and delightfal chiwwH 
teristics of that most delightful period i ^dI 
human existence. Spirited^ energgti^^ iraak, 
and cormbwaicativQ, ! they h^veMfouB^L^hQ 
order of things, un4er wbiefe they? hay* toe«tt 
brought up> pjjcuUarly l»voumM» to j^r^ 
moral development^ The i»iUt»ry Arid Ibe 
scienti^ edugsutm of tk^ |wi>ng men htse 
acted m^vAlly »nd i^oumWy up9tk tBsh 
ethers .«4^9g tp ferp0w4:. activity, a j»et 

R 2 
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appreciation of scientific knowledge, and de-^ 
stroying that false estimate of useless and 
frivolous acquirements, which made the merit 
and the charm of the abbes and petit-^maitres 
of the old regime. None of these fluttering 
insects now appear, hovering round the toi- 
lette, and swarming at the levfees of beauty ; 
lisping their critiques on patches and poetry, 
deciding with importance on a tragedy or a 
cosmetic, and claiming it as an equar dis- 
tinction, to judge the merits of an epigram, 
or pronounce on the flounce of a petticoat. 
Of these ** unfinished things'* not a trace re^ 
mains ; and I have seen the sudden appear* 
ance of a London *^ dandy^' make as great a 
sensation in a French assembly, by its no- 
velty and incomprehensibility, as when the 
omithoij/nchus paradoxus came to confound 
the systems, and dislocate the arrangements 
of the naturalists, at thejardin des plantes. 

I was one evening in the apartment of the 
Priiicesse de ^Volkonski (a Russian lady), 
awaiting the coihmencement of one of her 
pretty Italian operas, whefr one of these 
f* fiiishion-'mongering boys,'* as Beatrice calls 
theid, newly arrived in Paris, appeared at 
the door of the salon, flushed with the con- 
scious pride of the toii^tte^ and reconnoitring 
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the company through his glass. I had the 
honour to be recognized by him; he ap- 
proached^ and half yawned^ half articulated 
some enquiries, which he did not wait to be 
answered, but drawled on to. somebody else, 
whom he distinguished with his notice. A 
very pleasant little French woman, the daugh- 
terof the Comte de L-s-ge, was talking to me, 
when my English merveifieux joined u$« Mad. 
de V— stared at him with unsated curio- 
sity and evident amusement ; and when he 
had passed on, asked, ** mats gu^est^ce querela 
veut dire ?*' J answered, '* Cest un dandi /'* 

'^ Un dandi!'' she repeated, ^^ un dandi! 
c'est done un genre parmi vans, gu*un dandi V* 

I replied, "no; rather a variett/ in the 
species S I endeavoured to describe a dandjf 
to her, as well as it would bear definition ; 
asking her, whether there was no pendant fiour it 
in French society ? ^^ Mais^ man Dieu^ ovi;*^ 
she replied; '^ nosjeunes duchesses sont d^eu^ 
pris des dandis'*'^ 



-*Iwa8 told that many of the young dutehesses, who BOW 
claim the supreme privflege of the <^ <ft Ftit^ ^a6or/r^, et 
qui se traiuissent en ridicule^ molgri leur qualiii^" aa« 
«ume an air Ckf superiority over the less privileged ^lassei^ 
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■ 'A ^4f days affc^r thn^ i&mhihitixm t^ dantfy- 

i^m, t u^^ ^ith another of tbe^ tribe in the 

•l?6t^ df the Barovi Denttii. -H^ "was a young 

^ipkHMitisIt, atid added tfa« \i«ight of official 

iB&ieiamty to thfe usual foppery of a ^i^^- 

^eilliUk. Aissoeiftting On)y with liis o\m spy- 

^tMs-,' he passed with kngm-id indi>ft:ef«tKre 

ffODA <>fte^}eqt to another, in the splendid 

^dU^ctldn he hM )>ee!ii 4^t-dug)(t tb ^e ; hat 

-ittlfcftiA kfnce ndticing, hy word or loofcj the 

>ttntetttt and delehitated person. Who was bO 

*a*feli ftVore \WDMfey of ^tDewtion, than even 

flte "It^easMes he pbssedsed. M. Denou, too 

VrtTch attused t6 %e Ihnrt hy this wahtof gOod 

iiia«»ers in his guest, followed him, wJth a 

*tolfc'of pleaded tttftenition. I could almost 

^b.ce hi his eye a desire to place this modern 

kWfriOsity among his 'Chinese jossfes, and bam- 

tefto pagodas. -When this rare specimen of 

'^? fuainf JksTiions of the times'* took hiis; 

•te»Ve, Mons. D ^exclaimed with a smile, 

and a shrug of the shoulders : " %tii drdie rfe 
corps gu'un dandiV I was surprised to find 



i m > 1 i li m i i Mt ■ <■ 



Vrhibh I'siTppolseinducedlEi^rendi g^tlemantoTAj^etve to 

'Alfe, a* the thitclife'ss Ide — > Jiassed by us : ^* petoUM, 

tOsfcttrfes'^uchessesj voila la plus imolerite*^ 
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that die Egjrptian tniv«4kr haid so i&r^tt^ 
tefiided his study of the btuMn chatactcir/^ 
to discover at <mo6 an English ^/tm^s^^^ by it6 
^neric character. • 

By tho6e accustomed to the systematic poi- 
Htenet(ii and ceremonious courtesy of tlm old 
r^ime^ the military yodth of France att atd- 
^Wiedof '^jbruiqueriey^, certain force and btunb- 
ness of manner, foijeign to the national niiiiu* 
»ity • It is ibosk cei1:aiii that *' ies graces"' do 
ndt tio«r receive that homage, whicti tlib 
^* petite fMir^uu^ d tahAi roiiges/' offered oh 
iheil: altaiis iin fbrdier times. Boys arbi no 
longer studied in (he '' Md o^nf' of idife 
compliments Feir peiith-^boni^hommes of 
eight years old would address their handsdme 
.mother, like the little Due de Maine^ an^ 
ekckdm,^^ vousitei biliectknme mangel*' The 
^Itfvtoof the polytechnic schools^ 9iBd:of4Afe 
iifnhG»i have ilidfe of the eairdess bolddebs, 
ii^hioh distinguishes the manly pupils df^Wesb- 
minster and Harrow, than the ** pttitt 90ini'' 
and ^* jotits t oumurts " with which the little 
Richdieus won faettrti«nd ruined reputatidhs, 
at fifteen. And thotigh thesef ybung, ahd ge- 
nerally ardent votaries of sciende possess less 
ef;uditio9i|.an4 M& less grounded in classical 
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lore, jthan. the profound scholars of Cambridge, 

or the elegant students of Oxford, they are 

still far more extensively acquaiuted .with 

every branch of useful knowledge, with his* 

tory, science, and philosophy, than thebefet of 

their predecessors, under the ancient i^ime. 

If fewer Arnauds,. ^Daciers, and Xa. Hotter 

are to be expected from the rising, gfnerafaion^ 

the schools of science promise abundance 

of worthy* successors to the D • Alemberts, 

theDiderots, the Qabanisj-theBichats, the 

La Places, the Bertholets, and the Ciiviers, 

The belles-lettres of their national litiera* 

tuce seem to coine to the French youth, as 

reading and writing did to Touchstane ,: hy 

nature* Persons of all classes quote the 

popular authors. of the. last! hundred years, 

as if they had imbibed their effusions with 

their first.nourishment, '■ and hoj onh is ashaitij*- 

ed to write likie a man. of letters viox^ how^ 

ever high his i:^nk, confines himself to the 

^* style (Tun homme (kgualieJ'-f \ :« • . 

- — : ■■ ■ 1 ' 1 — ^-: ' ' '^ [ \. ' • 

^ There is no ciroiipi^iBsCje, in ,the appe^n^^e of the 

National Institute, more striking and mor^ int^erestin^, 

than the tast proportion of young men, who have forcecj 

themselves, by superior talent, within its walls. ' 

t A phrase much Va &«hion, b^fit^e Ihe PeTcduiioa^ was* 



s 
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The lawof conscription, and still more the 
•personal influence which Napoleon exerted 
over the higher ranks, by inducing or by foro 
ing their sons,' at an ^arly age^ into the army, 
much interrupted the course of education, 
aiid checked the progress of elegant acquire* 
nieat^ But inall ages> arid under all reigns, 
the army tm^ the hereditary profession of tfae 
young French nobility ; and the elder sons 
were as invariably gtudons z,nd colonels, as 
the cadets Vf ere prelates and abb^s. I caq, 
however/ on my own experience atttet the 
ardour, with which the young men of the 
highest rank, civil and military, return to 
their studies, from which they bad been 
forcibly esti^anged. - 1 have known the young 
heirs to the tnost distinguished names in 
'modem celebrity, .to the mpst illustrious 
i titles^ in- historic /record, not leiss regular and 
assiduous attendants on the. daily lectures of 
Cuvier, St* Fond, Foiircroy, Hauy> than 
tho^e who have to subsist by the exercise of 
their acquired talents. 



^^iairem .Aomme. ^^ quaUie.^' ^^ C'€si dommqge que 
flays a modem satirist. 
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'It «s this atten^on to acientiiic mod plii-^ 
U^^so^cai Pdseftrch^ which occupies so gflEie- 
-r^ty the mornings of yoangFnenchmeii^ and 
tlirows nn imputation on the capital, that 
there are few gentleman-like persons to be 
-seen in its streets. It is quite trntt that the 
yoMng^fisea.in their black stocks' and shabby 
4»atS) hurrjring from lectuiie to lecture,* hasr- 
temng t^catch the hours of one public library^ 
4^r to overtake those of another, whether on 
foot, in their ** Boge^ Angiaisa,'* or in their 
^wn iy-^appoinited caArieiets^ are by no means 
%o orciaiDetitai to a great city^ as those '^ iieat 
^ni trimly dressed'' votaries of En^ish fa^ 
ishion, who, for the benefit of the pnhiic^ and 
their own gratification^ parade their persons 
and their 'Cnnui, at stated hours, in started 
places ; who preside over the folds of la.neck?- 
cloth, or dictate the varnish which > siH)nhl 
it lostratea boot. Stnset exhibitionism indiwd^ 
wholly iUT]»known in Paris ; and no ibian^ young 
or old, founds his celebrity on tivaUiog his 

* The number of public institutions, established and 

supported by goyernment for national education, all weH 

aaeiid^d, are a ftifficient proof of the onifmal diffWoki of 

' kht)wl«d^e, md ^ the gmeml appKefttkm to 4Mttd^ jof Ae^ 

rising generation. - 
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own coiK^httiafi, orxipoti tfee superior excel- 
lence And appointment of his turn-out. Tfve 
extreme on the other side of the question 
ftiaounts, ifideed, too frequetftly to the ludi- 
crous ; and the pfoiirt 6f preference must be 
!^t to thetimpire of thcwe, who ate interested 
in; ai^d adequate to the discussion. 

The ^ttletnent of the French gotemment, 
uivder theitaperial reigti, produced that pub*- 
lie caltn, whix^h is fatvouraWe to the return xyf 
thekmg-scattered lights of science tmd learn*, 
ing ; and public instruction was re-*ssutncd 
'irith a vigoqr and universality, almost utr- 
'preccdented in any tjther country; The 
*egime of the Lyci^ey t:dmprehe»ded theirtufli^ 
of literature, "ancient and modem, the ma*- 
^htSihatical and ^ysical sdenfces, as they 
apply to general life and to professions. To 
these branches were added the modem lan- 
guages ; and six years was the time fixed for 
the studies of the pupiL* 

» The hnitabet* ©f ^&ksj ptytafdesj lycies, iholdt 
^Seiifksy ebHeges, u^demies, and instiftttes, which ml(> 
Minted lo 1A^ ten ^6S«ges ^ db plein^ exerciee,'' whttre th# 
iPtt^Mrk iRind iMSki Ittngttagea v^re tati^; iviih ihHAogf^ 
)AW/ ttHe^iiie, stifl^Sie arts, mre coxa^e^. Theology alone 
is 'ti ^itdftyet, by ^6 lAcAitiotii of the ancient ^seminaltiefei. 
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The polytechnic school, devoted to the 
mathematical, physical, and chemical sci- 
ences, and to the graphic arts, was destined, 
to form and educate pupils for the service of 
the nation.* How well, and how willingly 
the young dldves fulfilled the intentions of the 
legislature, in its foundation^ was evinced 
during the struggle which France made 
against the arms of Europe, in 1815; when 
this little band of boyish heroes defended the 
heights oir^ont-'Marte, with an energy of 
spirit, a desperation of courage^ and a display 
of skill, which would have consecrated any 
ca^se ; and which recalled the youthful bands 
of Sparta, fighting in honourable and dear 
alliance for glory and for death. t 

J have at this moment before my eyes on^ 

■ II III * .. jW »■■ y ■ » ■ > I I . II ii l l' I ' I " >» . I I ■ 

* Napoleon latterly excited the jealousy of the pupils of 
the polytechnic school, by thees;clusiye attention he paid tQ 
the military school at St. Cyr. 

+ Suddenly called from their classes into service, with 
only the benefit of a fbw weeks' exercise and discipline, to 
jprepare them- for the arduous conflict, they we^pe appointed 
j^>r serve the artillery, destined to cover the approach Iq 
thei^r pQsitfoiis; and they strewed the spot witl^ thie bodiev 
of the enemy, defending their post till the b^^ier^i couUi 
no longer be protected. Gh:eat numbers oS them Virere 
found dead upon the guns they had m gallantly worked. 
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of these/' veteran youths/^ as I once beheld 
him, describing the evacuation of Paris by 
the French troops; and, never did tl^ mind 
create a finer vision of self-devoted patriotism^ 
with all the harmonizing attributes of spirit, 
grace, eloquence, and passion. He spoke of 
the emperor, merely as a great captain i' 
worthy of the devotion of his soldiers, by his 
personal bravery and military genius. — 
•' But/' added he, " it was not for him we 
fought— it was for the fast-eclipsing glory of 
France that we struggled; and even, when 
all seemed lost, to others, hope still remained 
to us! The troops, afflicted, but not dis- 
couraged, even when the barriers of Paris 
were forced, were still eager to rally,, to save 
the country, or to die upon the bayonets 
of the enemy. But shameful degradation, 
not glorious death, awaited them : they were 
hunted out of Paris, and ordered, by the 
command of foreigners, to retire to the lonely 
destination of their ignoble retreat. Oh! 
then, what passions agitated the breasts of 
the brave, when the death they supplicated 
was daiied them '/^ 

He paused, and added, in a hurried tone, 
'' The jmarch of the .troops, throiugh the 
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Streets of Pari$» was charscteria^d foy aU tlie 
fiercest wildness of despair, and vas witnesMd 
by its weeping population with sympathetic 
emotion. The men flung down th«ir arms^ 
and refused to obey their officers ; they tore 
their bair» they reftt their gannents^courage 
unsubdiied^ spirits unbroken, indignation 
tiiffestnuned, shame unconc^led, all miagled^ 
all betrayed their syxaptoi^s in their dis* 
tracted movements ; and their caries became 
howls^ when, for the la«t tii^e^ they were 
drawu beyond the barriers of that proud city, 
which their arms and biood had nearly made 
th^ mifttress of the world 1'^ 

" You witnessed, thep» the scene?*' I 
a^ked, affected by the emotions of the young 
narrator: 

'' Sije Vai vuV he exclainied, his eyes 
iashiQg fire throvgb the tears that gushed 
from them. *' Madrnnfi^je^tuim.moirmime un 
brigand de la Loire T 

He had^ in fact, only returned to his family 
a few weeks before. Should the high-minded 
Mad. de B^s-^re find in thi» dight sketch a 
resemblance to her gallant sop, she will judge 
of the impression madeoa my mind by the cha- 
racter, spirit, aad el^quettce.of %\mmgm^V 
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But» vbitte ttraoBSt^^TMS and convebtsi nont 
nte- 0» evjeiy 4i<ii^ ; vbik UnvMMt and. Cor* 
in«/^r0$ 9|p»ia( revive i^sd multipljr by rejsal 
ordioance^ and by .pmnceijr eabcronigeinsni^ 
the Polytieehnic SchabI 19 no mope* > Notf 
cottld the bravesy^ s^tit, and demotion of 
its pMpdlA . save it froBi that . degifadatioiii^ 
vttfa: "which all ubtitntiDns^ mavk^d.by thd 
energy ^aoid character of the age, are/ott!id 
whelmed iik^ the new order of admmistratioD. 

Even the course of female edacation, so 
obviously improved within the lasii i thirty 
years, haa received a new direction, and as^ 
sumes the character of the roles and ordi^' 
nances of the coinrent of St. Gyr. The acn 
COCDplidied womea^f : fonnerly at tlie head o£ 
the national seminaries, for the education of 
femaleyotith^ are, no4r ekher displaced, to 
iMtke WE^ for ^ous abbesses^, ,or obti^ Xo 
adopt vows^ ^od rules, '■ perfectly monastic. ' 

TheMmsan d^Aiumtion at £coaen, wherb 
three hundred daughters of military men, 
and public fmictionai^ies were educatedy has 
recently undergone a change that anioBdla 

. ■' ■ . M ■ } '■ ■' ' '■'■/' " ' ; ■; "; 

* I belies the former directress en chef of the school 
of the Legion of Honour, was Mad. de Canipau, widow 
of tbe celebrated'Gen. Campaw. * * 
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to its dissolution ; and during tbe time that 
I was at Paris, a pitched battle was said to 
have taken place, between the few of its 
olriginal popils, who stiU remattied, and the 
lK>st of young loyalist and emigrant ladies, 
who have recently, filled up its ranks. I was 
assured that their missile contest rivalled, in 
force and energy, the . celebrated conclave 
battle, when cardinab laid aside arguments 
for. blows, and ink-horns flew where hypo- 
thesis had resounded. 

Talking over this curious circumstance 
to ah. old royalist lady, who had two daugh-^ 
ters at Ecouen, she exclaimed, '* Pour cer 
jeunes Buonapaptistesy ce stmt des petites vipkres 
d ^touffer / ^' The same lady assured me that, 
having placed her son in a military school 
immediately after the king's arrival in 1814, 
the conflict of political principles ran so high, 
between the royalist and Bucmapartist boys, 
that she was obliged to withdraw bar san^ in 
terror for his limbs or his life. 

The change, in. the female seminaries of 
edncatiodi, are said to be affected by [the pious 
zeal and active interference of Mad. La Du- 
chesse d'Angouleme, who personally inter- 
ests herself in the nomination of both pupils 
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''. '^- 

and directresses. Other Madame de Gla- ' 
pions* are now sought for, zealous and severe" 
as the tharming actress of Mordecai, to re- 
store rules, which she alone could preserve 
among the rather restive young ladies of 
St, Cyr, whose wanderings and extasies on 
divine Ixroe^ forced the illustrious foundress 

' * Mad. de Glapion, superior of St. Cyr, seems to 
have ,owed her disiinction and elevation to her performance 
ofMvrdecaiy the Jew, in one of the pious tragedies acted 
by the young novices of that institution, for the amusement 
of the king and the court. 

There was a malicious report, when I was at Paris, 
among the anti-royalists, that Monsieur ChateaubriancTs 
M.S. tragedy of ^^ Moses j^ which has been so often read 
in private society, is to be got up by the young ladies of 
Ecouen, by permission of Madame, in imitation of the 
Esther and Athalie of Racine. " Des voix pvres et vir" 
gintdeSf** as Mad. de Suard calls the singers of St. Cyr, 
are to chaunt the choruses of Moses, which are said to 
resemble, in figurative ardor, the Songs of Solomon ; and 
the saintly, though laical, author himself is to perform 
the part oi Moses, and to lead his fair tribe to the land of 
promise. 

+ The dtdne love of Mad. Guyon had such an effect 
on the young ladies of St. Cyr, and her " court moyeri'* 
exerted so powerful an influence, that, says their elegant 
historian, "on itoit en contemplation, on avait des ex^ 
tases; le gout pour Voraison devenoit si puissant, que tous 
hs devoirs etoient n6glig6s /" 

VOL. I. S 
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to (IpcliM'e, ^^ JT^ipiermi mievg mm 4 gw« 

Thip vpwji 9( tent-stitch j»)d feith, of 
dogip^» ^iitl dQcir'me^, witH iwj«n§ and pro-* 
i)Qup#, (Bxcitef, on \h^ p»rt of the w/^rai^ 
Ijoapdl^gp a4i»imt>an fgp tb« royal personug©,. 
who reviveu i^ wpd^ gf edecfttion long «x-f. 
ploded, and which bad certainly no influence 
on femgtle njo^al^, a? the copduct af the Cha- 
tpauroux and de Fri^, and the Maneinis. 
evince. But upon all occasions the uhra$ 
merit the eulogium, applied to tjiera by the 
depvjty of Rouen, *' Mfm€m$,^J€ vous trauve 
iomurs piu9 rqyql yt<f is Hm, 9t pfm r^iigkm 
que ie Pape/ 



n 



The result tjien of this overiatmtned pWly And veligiotts 
ebseivap^e, 9Qf»n)S only to h^va been jtke o^lectiviff of 
imperieu^ dutiea, and ihe subBiUttlioii eioraUont foi* prac-f 
tical virtues* 
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^^ There ought to he d system of manners in every na- 

Uon, which a well-formed min4 would be disposed to 

irelish. To make us love our country, our country ought 

lo be lovely." 

BtTRfcE. 
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SOCIETY. 

Woman.^^Her former Influence^ and actual Pod^ 
tian in French Society. '•^National Chairacieriitics. 
— Madame D^HoudetoU — Married Life.-^GaU 
lantri/j Manners^ Education.^-^Dome8tic Habits^ 
'—The Femme de Chambre.'—La Bonne.— Do» 
mestic Servitude. — The ToUette. — The Royal 
Trousseau. 

In all considerations of society, whether 
political or moral, the mind habitually di- 
rects its views to those relations^ which spring 
from the intellectual and physical forces of 
man alone. But there is a light and orna^ 
mental capital, crowning the massive co- 
lumns of the social edifice, upon which, when 
the mind has estimated the depth of the 
foundation^ and the strength of the base« it 
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rests with pleasure and recreation. Fragile 
and delicate, .full jOf grftce^ and replete with 
harniony^ this last work of the almighty 
architect seems to typify the benevolent in? 
tentions, which originated and planned the 
whole structure of creation. 

Woman, in all regions, and under ?ill in- 
stitutions, as wife, and as mother, exercises, 
through the delightful medium of these sa-r 
cred ties, a direct or aD indirect influence 
on the constitution of society. And it is a 
curious paradox that in the country, where 
she has reigned with the most unlimited con-r 
trouU she has been denied all chartered ju-r 
H^iction in its political government. There 
iBeems, however^ to have been at alj timei^ 
a ponventional agrieement, in French society, 
to counteract the severe proscription of those 
Salic laws, which certainly were not e^ta-? 
biished> on the presuinption of feqiale ins^ 
^ility to reign ;^ since, ui^der the titV? of 
HEi^sNT, women -have govern^ the helm 

* TkiB b the ungliHaiit aupporition of M«Mray. Cur* 
(jUnal Mataiin declared that ihe Italic ^avjr wafi^eitablishedi 
because it was always to be dreaded that ^ queen would 
be ruled, ^' par des amants incapables de GOUVERNE^ 
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with all the despotism of tbd ih03t absalut^ 
moflftrehyj and dC^aiionally with d tyr^nrty, 
irhich has be^il justly' charged against them 
as a reproach, by thd j^tf fists of FraiiC^ fltl^ 
cf otb^r Cti^urttt-les. 

Wotoeo hnvts ttevet been c*lkd to thd 
tlwdue of «lt«itive todoarcbies, flof bav6 lak^t* 
any shatfe ^h i-^ptiblican governm^ftts. Theif 
^imf tattj and addtc^ suit besit with tbd 
Jlnesge, Which f uleS th^ caMfiCts of bAfefditary 
and de&potie monai'chies. Tlie lair Gabri- 
elles and the Entragues had no pow£F in the 
court of Henry IV^ when opposed in hia 
mind to the wisdcmi of bis filifii^te^ Stilif, 
whdscj govertiiflcnt almost approached to the 
vigour of* republican rule. They had a very 
differ^at influence upon tlie affairs oi their 
rdyal lov^, ftota tbat exercised in the emttia 
c»f Lout* XiY. and XV. wheh the womett 
created marshals, displaced ministers, iij- 
trigued with foreign cabinets, and corre- 
sponded with imperial sovereignity .^ It vrM 



.i...A »!■ ■ ^.J... .i. .». >..,,^.. ■». ..,. .. ... 



* It U pffeAfJdftt 10 cbAsirfer hr^w much the affairs of 
Ettrdpe iht^st Itorfrfe be^ti fnAtiericed, by the ifttrlgues of 
Wtedf. de I^dmp&ddtlT. Hiet' r^sefttitiefit Against the Hut 
dt Ricfcelteti, fcf' rlrfrisfrtrg to tttarfy hlrf sOn to l^er daiigh* 
tcr, had nearly prt)te)(J fe(rf to Ffaiice. *^ Sfes (racossem 
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in these two reigns most especially, that love 
and politics went hand in hand, and the reins 
of government became entangled with the 
flowery bands of pleasure. 

During the progress of the revolution, 
woman gradually became circumscribed with- . 
in her own proper sphere ; and when strength 
succeeded to feebleness, and force to intrigue, 
the delicacy of female perception, and the 
refinement of female agency, were no longer 



ries pensirentj eomme on verra, faire ichouer ^enterprise 
sur Minor que J 4*0*'* Such "was her cohsciouB power, that^ 
she oflfered to make Voltaire a cardinal, pQ iconditicm of 
his writing a new version of the Psfilms. Her corresponds 
ence with Marie Therese, and the homage offered her by 
that empress, are too well known to need comment. 
'- It is curious to observe the coolness with which even 
philosophy, in those days, considered the influence of a 
royal mistress. Voltaire was among the flatterers of Mad^ 
de Pompadour ; and Rousseau, speaking of the Minister 
de Choiseul, observes: ^\ Jl gagnoit dans mon esprit au 
peu de COS que jefaisois de ses pridicesseurs, sansexcepter 
Mad. de Pompadour^ que je regardais comme une fofoti 
de premier ministre. Et quand le bruit courut que^ d*eUe 
ou de luiy Vun des deux expulseroit Vautre^ je crus fcire 
des vceux pour la gloire de la Fr^nce^ en en faisant pour 
que M^ de Choiseul triomphdt^^^ Mad. de Pompadour 
has left behind her, in France, the character of an ignQ«i 
rant, shallow-iQinded^ and vindictive wpnw^^ .r 
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in dejnarid. Another and a better scene was 
opened to, woman's . activity. Devoted to 
and^r tliose, Who hajd claims upon. her |^d^ 
ings and her exertions, she cojokfined her so- 
vereignty to a more domestic existence. It 
would almost: appear :that this great event 
occurred, for the purpose of demonstrating 
td:what noble extremes; of/heroism female 
nature was ^pabje of attaining.* The spl^n- 

* The^ cQum^ous attachment and in4p^|;able.perse^ 
verance^ which the women exhibited, during the reign of 
terror, wasmost magnanimous. In the first instance, more 
than two thoumndlwomen of condition presented them- 
eelyes before the Convention, to petition fwthe prbscabetf, 
to whom they had jgiven shelter and proteclioD, at the 
^eatest risk ; and in many instances, when, they could no 
longer save or protect, they shared captivity, and even 
death, with the bbj^cts of their pity' or their aflfe'ctions. 
Antigone and ;the£i^ci&R-danghler a£R>rd hot, exa^p^e^ 
of filial affectiow, xnorerh^rpical, than were evinced inth^ 
persevering endurance ot Mademoiselle Cazotte, the lovely 
daughter of the charming author of ^^ Le diable amoureux/' 
by Mad. de Paysac, and^ad,. de ♦**, th^ one sacrificing 
the other risking, her.life^ for their illustrious friends, Ba- 
baud St, Etienne,' wd Condorcet ; by the more thai-n he7 
roiq, the alpaost superhuman de So^ibr^uil, and by thq 
you^ and im^oipparable Mademoiselle de la Rochefou- 
cauld, who saved the life of her aged fiither in the Yendeaii 
ivars^ by a courage an(} ipgenuity which woman alone 
knows how t9 uwitp,., T^a ^hj^ wj:^? «wlde4 the murtyr- 
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did poftraitd of self^immblatidn in the c^um 
»f ttod bei^ feelings and affeetions df humiM 
mt^, which in»irf of the illustrious victifiM 
<xf the rtfign of terror left behind thetn^ bav6 
ihed ft ^rf u|K)n the sex^ whoise disinter^ 
ostod virtues and high capabilittesi tbey have 
KO gigndlly itltisttated. 

1^ longer dazzled and delMMd bf the 
s|»letidor <>f a corrapt courts so long t:he£sital 
cynosure of their sex, the women of France 
learned to hn their country, for whose ser- 
vice they now, for the first time, nurtured 
a future citizen at their maternal bosoms* 
^ VpUA d^M jih fue fajt ik96$f pour swrbn 
Jeuf roi^^ said an ^d royalist lady to me, as 
she read a letter from Ijer son, on his roarcfe 
to quarters. '' And I/- said the mother 
of tiie gallstni general^-^'^^ ydti o(m»&fi mct^ 
imique Jlh au sertite de ia patrie.** 



mm€^ of Maftl6, Ae Bus^, A^ Mcitrehy, Hokiid, ctttA hAt, 
ti6i leAse, the fcerofe Ellzafcfedi of Prtmce, trho dietf th6 
Victim df feigtcrly d^tion, Shd flight hA^ sated hetself 
with her brCthers, who tfed ftattt FVd.nce, had Ae not 
prefefi'ed death, ^th het unfcrftinate Helations, Vfhd te* 
iftained.— It is curfotid to teihatk, tAat A Mad. La \kitftt6 
^siiiigiiU^^d het^tf by lt6f rtsolut^ tfetertrtiirtitiOh W *# 
ividi hirtei^nd, dtirirtg <!he teiga of temdj'. 
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I n despotic giwernmen ts all undue \ nfldetic^ 
is ei^ercised aqd ftdmUsible ; and the infiuenca 
of women being, to a certain extent^ uN^ayi 
undue, ber powers are particularly called forth 
in a Btate> where the will of the sovereign is 
the law ; and where by his yety position htf 
is thrown, for resource against his owir ennui^ 
upon female conversation and allurement, 
^t is thu$ that mistressesi purchase the pri^ 
urilege of political interference, by the labour 
fiif amusing some royal satrap, ^^ qui n'estplus 
amusabtey' and it vas thus that for thirty 
years de Maintenon occupied the . ^^leness 
of th/e king, and infiuenced the decisioui^ of 
his cabinet, when %he had no longfer beauty td 
charm, nor he susceptibility io be attracted. 

This avenue to female ambition has long 
been closed^ in France. No lady now brings 
her distaff into the council-chamber, not can 
hope to be complimented by some obsequi- 
pus contrqleur^ general with : *^ JSA, quoi, ma-- 
dame, le grand Colbert vaui a done transmk son 
Ante r-* But although the executive power of 

f This speech pf Dcxbm, cmiirtleur^giniraly dttring tlM 
psgttusy^ was .made to Mad« de Prie^ who had gat up % 
speech on some state queskian^ iindfr the UHtioDoftltt 
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the sex is confined to the sway of their do^ 
mestic regimes^ the philosophy of legislation 
is by no means denied to their investigation. 

crafly DuTerney. .This woman, who is described by co« 
temponury writers, as <^ femme perdue^ itUriguatUej spirit 
tuflle et libertine^** governed for some time both Fmnce 
and the regent ; and was herself governed by the four in- 
triguing brothers of the name of Paris. She was the cause 
that the family of her royal lover did not give a queen to 
France* OflEended by the coldness, with which Mad. de 
Yermandois received her, she lefl her in a rage, exclaim- 
ing : " Va; tu ne seras jamais reine de France:'*^ and she 
fulfilled her prediction, by preventing the marriage of 
Louis XV. with one of the most illustrious, amiable, and 
lovely women of Europe. Mad. la Marquise de Prie gave 
away, or sold, places of the highest importance. The in- 
dolence of the regent, and his devotion to every species of 
pleasure and of dissipation, lefl a boundless scope to abuse ; 
and the same observation might be applied to him, as 
Cardinal du Bois made of Louis XY . when the deputies 
from the parliament of Paris came with a remonstrance to 
Versailles. The cardinal on this occasion dismissed them, 
saying ; " On ne parle jamais dT affaires au roi.^* This 
Mad. de Prie once threw into the fire the remonstrances 
of the parliaments of Rennes, andof Thoulouse, observing 
gaily, that they were of a " mauvais ton^^ and " sentoient 
la province I ! /'' When she read some songs made against 
her conduct and character, she observed : '^ Voild ce que 
tont les Frfinfoisj quand Us soni irop bien.^^ Such are the 
good old times, whieh the modem loyalty c^ England and 
of France seek to have restored I 
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The reigning politics of the agitated day, 
during which I resided in France, were dis^- 
cussed even by young women, with consider- 
able force and precision ; while the. men lis- 
tened with indulgence, if not with deference- 
JFeebleiiess and intrigue seem wholly to have 
yielded to open and free discussion ; romances 
are laid aside for *' exposes i' the prettiest 
women in Paris run through all the intrica^ 
cies of finance, with the accuracy of a chan-* 
cellor of the exchequer ; and ** llps^ which not 
by words pleased only,*' became eloquent in 
the discussion of *' le Buget.** 

*^ Nous tioiciy ma cliire/* said Mad. de 
R — Ize, as I entered one evening her salon. 
" Nous void tous, plus enfon^eis dans les hor^ 
reurs de la politique y que la chamhre des com^. 
munes et tout le parlement d'Angleterre enpour*- 
poient P&treJ^ And she went on with an ar- 
gument on ways and means, which our arrival 
had for a moment interrupted. Even po- 
litics, however, become amusing, when dis- 
cussed by a well-educated and elegant French 
woman ; and I have heard Englishmen of 
considerable talent and judgment declare, 
that the accuracy and precision of many fair 
politicians with whom tli^ had conve' fdy 
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even bo abstract points of government^ went 
i^v beyond the level assigned to the mental 
powers of their sex. 

It is this xeide sphere of discussion^ nnrew 
^tricted by ridicule and unlimited by fashioki; 
which gives the play to their imaginatiohy 
the force to their intellect, and that charm of 
facility, elegance, and effect to their lan- 
guage, which habits of general eonv^rsatioh 
can alone confer. It is thus that they are 
qualified to become the companions and 
friends of men, as w^ell as their mistresses 
and wives. The coarseness of exclusive male 
society is not sought in France, to avoid the' 
insipidity of female circles. Nor is all wit/ 
Williancy^ and talent left behind^ with the 
empty decanteris after dinner, to make roomT 
for that ** infinite deal of nothings,'' which 
with us is presumed to be a necessary qiialifiw 
cation for joining the maodltn priestesses of 

the tea-table. 
There is perhaps no country in the world, 

where the social position of woman •!$ so de- 
lectable, as in Frauce* The jiarltog; child of 
society, indulged, not spoiled, ppesiding oves 
its pleasures, preserving its refinewente, tafc-^ 
ing nothing from i\» »trength» iddi»g much 
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to iU hnllvuwy, pdrinlttcidl the Ml exsemiM 
of all her fax:ulties, retahiing the (vllendMr^ 
mi^nt of all ber gmceB, she pursuefi the golden 
round of her haaoursfl exiatenee, limited only 
in her cotiraei by her feeblaoess aad her taste } 
by heu irant of power, and ahseace of iocltniri 
tion to ^' overstep the* inode^fcy Of nature/! 
or to infringe upon privik^eSi oselD^iyielfir the 
attribute of the stronger *ex. 

^^ To paint the character of woman/* says 
Diderot^ '^ you must use the leather of a 
butterfly's wing/' He must batie me^nt the 
character of a Freneh woman, who unites to 
more solid qualities many of the peculiar 
attributes of that lively insaet. Lights bril*^ 
liant^ aqd volatile^^ she scasms to flutter on 
the surface qf Ufe^ with endleis adaptationa 
to its forms ; but quick, shrewd, and rapid/ 
in her perceptions^ she appears to reach by 
intuition^ what intellsot vainly toils to ob^ 
tain by inference and eombinaticm. Mbre^ 
susceptible thmi sensible, more awaJkeiied 
through her imagination than excited throq^ 
her h^rt^ love is to her almost a,J4u d^ enfant^ 
The dii^nist she inspires in her lover, aets^ 
fe.vourably for her iiitereste on the natural" 
inconstancy of man ; and she see«ir^ ^^ ^^ 
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lability of her chain, by the carelessness with 
which she imposes it. 

: Sharing largely in the national deference 
for ties of blood, she is peculiarly adapted to 
th^ iikfluence of habitual attachments ; and 
in whatever other countries friendship may 
raise her altars, it is in France, and by French 
women, perhaps, that she will find them best 
served. I saw, during my residence in that 
country, so many instances of this pure and 
ennobling principle, that for the first time 
I comprehended the preference of Rousseau 
for a people, among whom the Epinays and 
the Luxembourgs afford^ in his own in-: 
stance so many illustrations 6f his hypothesis; 
and where the friends he found compensated 
him for the mistress ^x\d Hie wife, ** qu'il n^au^ 
roit jamais pris en Trance J ^ : . 

It is no ^uncommon thing in i that country, 
to see the most lasting' attachment succeed 
to the most lively passion; and all that was 
fitulty, in unlicensed love, become all that is 
i>e8pectable,in disinter^ted friendship. There 
15 nothing more conimon' in: Frande, than to 
behold lon^^ttached friends piaii'ing off from 
tiie more prosrperous lists of sbciety,' to xmite 
thieir forces against the; attacks of adversity. 
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•cQmiu3ii)bfiliMGeai>iiM}»^id»»)jS(!»£ di^ren^ .^ 
-oftiie afinieufexiBd, Ane iifici}; i«^$t1lm» Qn ith^ 
jiii9,Eaoge.vsfefbt[e w idstbtst £iAp»f:^ ^i^iod^fl^,^ 

J&s^iiingsi «rij^ asM^ baktg 4riil}^g M> ilfkfvil 

fqgettif»r in ;p^fici ensfiiitence ^d ixTtamat^ 
union ; providing for each other's want^, 4n-» 
diligent to each other^s infirmities, giving 
mutual aqcommod^itio^ to e^h other's vreak- 
we««es, imd Jl««;^d-ij|HhS^pd .ftlteaUjo^ .down Jthe 
e^ntttg path of life, bexmfti^i^ I^g dS^nr 
tiiettng passions, which agitated ksmovekigi 
jtind retaiping enough only of th^ hearth vitail 
I*e»i;, ;to VJ>rm the chili.ajtjwpsph0rie.Qf ^ag.e 
dad debility. cQb! these are the m\d Ughtfs 
yghii^ gleam ak>ng4he broken aU^rSeliee of so** 
ciety J when thp meteor bla^e of youth and 
pleasure are extinguished for^yer, by pature 
or,bjr,ti«e, 

Tjliiis <d«teraiinatioii of the «ff«etiofM to<> 

VOL. 1. t 
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wards friendship^ so observable aLmong the 
French of all classes^ and most particularly 
among the women, seems the inherent ten- 
dency of the nation, and is by no means a re* 
volutionary virtue. When le ban hommej la 
Fontaine, lost his inestimable and faithful 
friend and protectress^ Mad. de la Sabli^e, 
in whose hotel he lived. Mad. de Hervart 
immediately presented herself to the afflicted 
poet; and abruptly entering his room, she 
said : ^^ J*ai joppris le malheur qui voub est 
arrivi; je viens v&us proposer de ioger chez moi/^ 
^^ J*y allots 9*^ was the simple and affecting 
reply.* 

* However suited the character and manners of the 
Fr^ich women may be to friendship, they by no means 
engross a virtue, which is to 2l great degree national. 
While I was at Paris, Voltaire's walking cane was sold 
for five hundred francs, and purchased by the celebrated 
surgeon du Bois. His joy at obtaining this relic was ex- 
cessive. A gentleman present observed that he had paid 
too dear for his purchase. " Comment^^^ he replied with 
vivacity " quand c'est pour Pami ^Corvtnsart f* The wdil- 
known fiiendship of these distinguished men, is equally 
honourable to both parties. Mons. Corvoisart is justly ce- 
lebrated for his work ^^ on the heart,'' both on the conti- 
nent and in England. 

A young and devoted friend of the brave Ca&relli, saw 
hat celebrated man fall at SU Jean d^Aere^ while fighting 
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It must certainly have been, in some fit of 
cynicism, that Montaigne declares the irt- 



by his aide. Tbe death of his gallant friend di-ore him to 
^ dei^ir; and his grief^was so touching/ his despondency so 
profound, that< it became a subject of conversation to the 
ynhoh army. It at last reached jtbe ears. of Buonaparte, 
who paid a personal, visif. to the mourner. He is said to 
have shed tears on the bccasion, and endeatoured in vain 
to console him, by observing : <^ It* is at least a solace to 
you, that your brave friend died covered ^it!h glpry." 

^' JLaghireV^ repealed the young njian indignaj^tly, and 
in all the petulance of grief; }' qu^est'Ce que la glfireP 
Elle est faile pour uH hommetel que 'oous.^^ ^^ Give him 
some laudanum/' said Buonaparte coldly; and when he 
had seen it administeFed, silently left the tent. A few cbys 
after this internew, the young man distinguished l^imself 
by a desperate intrepidity, which evinced his desire to fol- 
low his friend, -^' de mourir de la mort Itotand.^^ His Va- 
lour became a subject of admiration in common witH>his 
friendship,, and the army w^re unwearied in their prais^ of 
his spirit and his sensibility; Buonaparte became tired of 
the subject, and fearful of the example ; and observed in 
the'liearing of seve^l of his young companions :^* Pour ce 
jcune •***, c^esl un brave gurgortj mats je F aurois fusilUy 
si cela eAt continui,^^ This anecdote, which was given me 
as a fact, affords a pendmi for the story of the King of 
Prussia's ordering an officer, to be shot, who on the eve of 
a battle had kept a light in his tent after the prohibited 
hour, for the purpose of writing to his wife.-^Buonaparte's 
.friendship for the^ gallant General Pesaix is said to have 
been sincere and ar^at. Wh^n the news of his death was 

T 2 
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xatjtsdiilityrbf irctaMsi ffor^sb ^^ftev^ed a ken-« 
^inient «s fHendsbip, to Miilsiiidenat»oiatfOn 

he add>s, in hisiiwn quaint utay.: Xa sxtffimnce 
^ otx^nairjcdesjkmmes v^tst^pw^ow r€^ondw\d 

yitfke^ potir sdUMHir'feiserHnie U'un noeu^ si 

]^res$i etsi durable. ^^ the devoted fniendship 

>of his oWfii' favourite, ^^rUog^nc Marglmniee ide 

:yd»«i¥e/''^ft)rnhe **'3>?*^^^V''^ ffi^ bWther,. 

^If a lively solicitude for the ih teres t of 
.t(ho$e veconuBieiided to their noUeei; if ^cts 
>^: kthdnefts 4iitiy"t>e ^ccliiskteMd <^m^tt&t9^4f ^a 
^jpW«^ ''to ^feaafehfip, 1[ ^ '(Sdcti ami^r, 

iii^ii iwy own iexperience, Ibr ttie >qualillcatiom 
wikh. which the .Erench rare ^endawedirfor^foel^ 
tQ^and iiiispitiiig thab-Mnttmeiit. fil< « i ii ror * > 
^lydbse^ved ariicmg thi^^an ii^giefrhi«te^ 
oDlige^j a promptness to serve, a readiness^to 
^n^pathiae with the little eveiy^day crosses 
of life:Qf th«ir acquaintaiiee^ which ^pJroceed- 
ing -peA^ps frorfti *^quiek «itt<!eptfbilHy-far 
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. vmm«^i or ctifteradlthQ QflMttmoiii iototoowafti 
of society. The charge of insincmt^ tftj 

undej^ 1^ oAi regime^ sttbjfi«^d the i|hofo<. 
ni^<90n, oaw 94^jpe««s to; ha^ie 8(b Httkif9)Uln< 

g«l^ i^ £t9$9¥t^Qgr thein pr^MloDs to Ul\i 

w4»kh thcfy,w)«Ke fonwwjd tp.aMtfCei tv> sssiKm 
ap^ t4i^ ^Gftmmo^^ e^vs^ atraxig»rsii v^busm 
cfeMPc^haa.prQseiitedtoitli^wiielttfe., AMfi*- 

ift. tili6 : cciijiiiiiti9;> I u^orq|}{i i&mA iimit 
%Wi W^Vt^^ «|MWk P^triMuft ti$^ t^§« <^a$e 

*' 1kW» kuKfcWIl' WA Wn>«l» ««C %MWf ^^no*? *«W>5 
Bate with oar residence in France. Having met with a 
heavy pecuniary lose, during our absence from home, the 

it produced us ififi^ ifftff^ q£ mum .»4' «lB*ijp«h» 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



27^ SOCIETY. 

indeed what Sterne calls the ''overflowing of 
the pancreatic juices ;'' but who would stop 
to explore the cause^ while benefitting by 
the effects. 

A French woman, like a child, requires a 
strong and rapid series of sensations, to 
make her feel the value of existienGe. Her 
prompt stisceptibility changes its- iemotion* 
with its object; and that cheek, which is 
now dimpled with««miles, but a few moments 
hence will perhaps be humid with a tear. 
When it was objected that sothe ro^j^alist 
ladies had attended the trial of those unfor- 
tunate persons, whose h^nds and beads wetfe 
severed, for a conspiracy, more worthy the 
correction of the ^^ petites-mais&ns/^ than af^ 
so baVbarous an infliction, a geritleman 
undertook their defeAce before a very mixed 
company, where I was present, by feaying, 

" Que voulez-'vousf'' Lest Fran0is€Sf dmeM dk 
pareiiks seines y parcequ*%l leur fduf ioujoUrs^ 
des battemens de cosur, et comment f aire hattre 
letceuTy sans une 'grandesens&tion^ ^^ Man-- 



bkcked 'by the tnfost pressing invitation to refuM and liVe 
amongst thein, tifl bur losses were rtetiie^^. • 
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sieur,'' observed an old royalist lady, with 

indignation, *' une veritable Frmqaise n'o^ra, 

jamais une grande sensation^ que pour $onRoi^* 

'' Qu'eliedSHcates^e depensier wa§ thej-eply* 

The sensibility of the present race of 
French women, howeyer, is by no means ex- 
clusively engrossed by the king.. Even his 
holiness, the pope, was said to inspire those 
battemens de casur, sp necessary to their ex- 
istence. 

'^ You will do me the greatest favour,'' 
said^a beautiful Mad. P*****, '' if you will 
put me in the way of being blessed by the 
pope/' As it was well understood, that 
Mj»d. D— had, as yet, no call from " mfer-, 
a^geU^^^ the pious request excited much as-, 
tonishment- The petition was however 
granted ; and as the pope's apartment can 

** ne'er bjf woman^sfoot be.trody' Mad. D 

crossed him in his garden, and received the 
wish«d-for binUkitL But this was not suf-. 
ficieat: she iiitreated permission to kiss his 
hand. Monsieur ♦ ♦ ♦ struggled against the 

impropriety of this request ; but Mad. D 

was urgent, and: would not be denied. " £^ 
H raisan de cet emprezsementV asked Monsieur 
* * •. ** Oe$t que celame dannera un battement 
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tH^ Aest- ^<^ote# i!iente her siwik frfendi ibr 

<9f MeA!dMn^; ahd ^f the ^iea^' e»l tjuftf {^"^ 

and vehemence, in a few days left not ^Meer 
of ^{(d^af BefHrid H, 7hi» hi^py:(<e^ugh 
A6t hiit6%^) fecifity ^ eMWcitt',- i* p«i#ely 

dtisfy ui>tm' *ft <h<J m& ^f Kfe } white » 
<p!ii<:;kly ^t^0r^ tBtf t^t, tixiif dissipates' iSA6 
ingh, ft'iMiii^r m^ff^es vrMUff^e Siitie^, tm 
c^ill^ th« afil^iou^ ^eiiswh^, Ati& f bo«^ 
i< wotttd Mi^ jkt iigiiiV li* trttgidy o^ i»* 

ailly, «ifif ^'hh(t^s t$l6N# tltll^sA^^ |fie^ks«>i>^^ 
Vfh(m ^^ isi^a^t^ly i^p^VQitf^, erel tieit 

pre5sf<^n-y i^a iiin»Tfm%f> t^ #)<«d;.. f!l}S f|a(l^ 
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seeptle; w^H uad^rMood^ seetB' to meet at 
IfasK; pdiM, w^ieH na^re b{i» made ^ie b^ims 
of the French character; arriving by ^t 
l«Spent'routi^t<yt^ sai»e'c«ine$Mion^ Uta-ttrue 
sen^bilfty ifi to* IteV, btit^d^ te be &8ereotne. 
A Fi«noll iroMan^ has* no faesitiaeion^ m dc^- 
knowfedgingi t1i«t «bef •' AwoAi'dfe«fe»»#^*' is 
«hd ivfit wttitof liter enktene^ ; tttaet » sue^- 
cesBi#ti «i*f puar^sils' Is if^edMry Id pi<es&fve 
the current <l^ 1Mb ' fji^^ol' fSiaf stagiKitvdif, 
%h«^ i»^e d«Mil| ol alf i(|i>fd «]d> gtoc^us 
«m($€km8. It uppe&Ui ia^tmif, te> iMS' ^te 
pectr^iar emddwkeiit ^ ili^ F)«neb tefi*^ 
perament) fO'preMrx^e; &vi^t» tbe> ftist ebfr 
eft life, that wiAV>o(Mi i«nsib^ty^ -iliat vft 
g^ttr, lip«shi!e»9, aifd £li«$l#f dtseMiti!fi<m, i^ftteh' 
atv nsudiliy ddnfitied'ta-fhe emrliMt perikudtpoif 
hamibii^^xisteiMK^ «»«(- irltfelil ordimlrUy lose* 
^il^n: gloMi and ^set^'wif^ tbe fi«$t' ancP 

I lyi^dHe^a^-lfhti'goiddfbi^iitte^be'seiltledi 
a« ^inneit ti«)^ to fftfrcdfi^liffatt^ IfftteblMi^- 
wkcK <»b9e^v«wr, ii^^tfkfentaMy ^i^e^bj^!^ '^ 
<:iE}five)«S)tt)dtt, thttl^ i^ett i^m ' nb^hiag hti ^ 
iiiHi^ltltBleaMed ^l(i»^lii^^rt*ilve(} 'A'^^ wieilii^» 
toe-late atFari% te-Hiakethe a cqu a intanc e «f 
iUuweMifa Mad^fD-iJioiiditQl;^.!" i]9n]i.^d(" 
h« Oontumed, '* that i^e held no 
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over that/ charming character^ and that she 
pre$«rv^, at eighty, the ftselin^ and fancy of 
eighteai."* . , 

To these observations Mons. Denou, who 
was present, added, that the last time he 
had seen her (ajid it was not very long be- 
fore her death)^. he cou^ even then trace irt 
her manner, h^r voice, her look, and her 
conversation, all that had bewitched, Rous-- 
seau, and had fixed St. Lambert. 

Mad. d:'Hoadet0t is a splendid epitome of 
the feiiiale characteir in France, even though 
her intrinsic jexq^llence is shadowed by the 
manners of the day, in which she lived. To 
those, whoHEi.i^he may have interested in tbe 
eloquent p^ges of RoBsseau, where she ap- 
pears a, b^ing^ fanciful and . ideal as his own 
Julie ^ it may not be unpleasing to follow her 
through .her; owji flower-istrown path of real 
life. Rousseau has sketched, in his happiest 
manner, her J&fst- visit to the hermilbage^of 
Monlt«^or?nci,, after sbeing overturned near 
the inillof CJ|Mi?vaux '^ Sa mignonnechaussure*^ 
e^chsmged^r a pair of boo^, '^ pergant Pair 
d'ic^s (j^e,«rirf,'/,fuU. of .health, youth, spirits, 

* Mad« <fll6udetoi^ dlied about the time the allies' en-* 
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grace,: and gaiety; atiacking ^tk all these 
chsurius .the sensibility of the! philosofifaer^' 
and awakening, in thai hitherto' unawmk^ned- 
h^rt^ V Vam^ur.dans tokUe son inergie^ .dam, 
tdUftes.setJureurs.^^ : , . . > 

It i» .eui^ious' to oppo«e to this ^ictaire i>f< 
playfiil youth:.and fr61ic/ ariimatiim, * Madv 
d'Houdetot, in the same valley ofiMontxkio-^. 
renci, at a distance ^of- sixty; yearsv seated at 
her embroidery frame, :siUYOifnded. by. her; 
^rajsd children ; ^approaching itH^^ ad^aoced. 
age of ninety, and yet retainingjaUitJie:. vital! 
warmth of her heart unchill^d,:aU the bloom, 
of her imagination untartiished ; Qultivating^ 
the kindest affections, and: reeitibg,;a9 if by:, 
inspiration^ those chtbrnking efibsiuiis of taste 
and: imcf,^ whidvlherittodesty woi^id. ript 

* It was by stealth, that the grand-daughters of Mad. 
d'Houdetot took down the poetry which she composed 
and recited over her embroiStery frame;' ' She would never 
suffer them to be pubKslied,'^ aiut I believe this is the first 
time, that the two fiflowing' little specimms of her talents 
have appeared in print. 

On tite depATturB\>f'St.' JJamberiJht^iheArmy. 

Li'ai&illit, qtitf'j'adctar^, 

Prit; ii^^e ijaittev 
D ' uh' iMtahtenbot^ <..!/, 
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pevmit lies t» Itniaiwritr; iai. whieh ske 
c <W M i||iwpl «qtt^ the amofidtoy^ irilfti wbink 
fliw onstedi tfao flbwent fkali spinm^ «pr fr^ 
andbr kisr n»^» It: Was thtw tiuit • she mM 
described to me, in those chtAm, Sn^mw^U^ 
she bad) l^eoa Imt reqcpitly wiAbdMairft^ akd 
vdKite esrevyi liiifcle wood and' actiWMpaj^lli Ai^ 
in. tliti niitaBory of firiendahqii 
. WJin mBOMig* vas, in; 9imMfl»» s )b«i« 
afinr of «M0«a«Mj SofAne de ia Brkhr^ tiw 
daoghttOE oi a, /eumkitig^fialr ^i^ fovra^ 
into a unwnt witb tiie ^&mte, dTHoudeto^ 
an officer of raolt in tine utay, dbK}iib«i'iM< 
tbt! tiflKlilnoQs el «fa» drdto «f ]^fi,a» * 
gpod sort Q# gentlennn« i»4i<|:'iivied»flJifMA st 
cdovt, and wfaa ^niiii 4fae' hoaam to- fHfty 
'*grai:jm** ivitfa' Loins 'XVi^ By gniMscant 
he i» tenned a " ehteaiutt r tri» p e u mau ih i t , - 



Qte'MiffipeitfeiiiltiW; 
Poor £tie on plaiab . 

La tu^/mtupfv^Ui .«iaig4 
Foree.teinyA f i q pt mr 
Le fimntitfilm-e^ilmm'mi^iglti 
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-wliifi6>tisw'ifemmld«i6Ver.liiavel«inad^ ,ilttt 
triie ^MtWe^ ^e susoeptoble Sofibie, ^mts 
destined to love somebbt^; and «^ vbc- 
-mimt 'th^ tiVfll «aid sneacoior >i>f ¥<diiaire's 
^Efljitte«te»CHAteletj!by/fiith>g the wigiaBtirf. 
^l^tfi(Ai^*ofjtim ^rilnt>;tii6tdii«ttlDtai|dc/tke 

'Tlie ho^lnnlmiA tiie kninrtweittmAeA^tlt 
tile !MQife Mocnnt upaii. «Mliltt|r aarvieit.; 
tmA S^ptik^veaettemadtA xt» tia»isokde and 

-auoBiMi^ da iidis ongWiKMBtfaDQd^ rtihe J[i«n- 
•ffiitagefef tbv j^hilssopher nfdnit«im. *' iEik 
iUnt, {^' A».'tt>/' i8»jw-AHtoii8aeiitt.*-**<*'.trs#fli» 
iivtitii^mouiHiUtanf^bfiit, Cetictkmitiaejbsmfm 
^HM-f^Uiay'^et'pi^t ae cfuuKotr »ik, ^rvtermu 
j^Hsum Mod. i'itimiiktB6i ddeatAt tje ne im 
j^kHiqitt SiiueL <£2f-M-.^'; gmhnttoitti \deft9sAn 
4i8 -^vfectbrni, ddmt \jefwienak dXonUsr tPMvik 
dt^mm MHRTv .^Raurvm'joJmxar, ivik >nae pmia, 
ids\StManibg*tt^ienmmmielpMtioriix. ^<mmca»>- 
tugimn dufUammtrf "on rP^uUint, antrmetseth- 

r • ' ( — — ■ ^— ' — ■ — — ' ! ' ' ; — 

* " Sil foul perehnner qnelque chose aux mceurs du 
$i6cle^ says~Roa99eau, " c^est sans thate un attachemeHtf 
gwr mt« iK iii t ai pm)9^iqMe>t9s^t$iikmmt S.m Y tt> qmi n* test. 
gbttiHkj^^qmt',fim9Mt::vltiaeri6ipr(Pf^^ 
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tant dupris (TelUy fetois saisi d^un Jrimme" 
ment d^licieux^ que je navois jamais iprou^e 
aupris de personnel ^ 

The defence however made by Rousseau, 
for a conduct nothing short of treachery, is 
not admitted by those now living, who have 
often heard Mad. d'Houdetot and St. Lam- 
bert speak of this singular epoch in the life 
of the philosopher. Roqsseau began by 
soothing the regrets of Mad. d'H- — -, and 
by undermining her passion for his friend. 
He failed in both instances ; and then sought 
to alarm her virtue, by paintiiig ah unlicens^ 
ed love in such colours, as it was rarely re- 
presented to French women of that day. If 
the traditionary anecdotes, from which I 
have gleaned this recital, may be credited, 
he so far roused her sleeping conscience, as 
nearly to induce her to write a last farewell 
to the absent St. Lambert. But St. Lam-^ 
b^t, though almost resigned, was always 
adored ; and when Rousseau artfully pleaded 
his own passion, and to counteract his for- 
mer doctrines, confessed that ♦ he was wrong 

* It was at this tiaie that he wrote thoee passionate letp 
letMy of which he «qfs : '^ Qnu irouv6 brAkmiet Us kUrcs 
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in subduing a sensibility^ that made the fe- 
licity of the possessor and of all who sur- 
rounded her. Mad. d'Houdetot^ mistaking 
his meaning, jc^fiiUy exclaimed, *^ Ah Dieu / 
que vous me rendez la vie! Je vats done f aire le 
bonheur de mon pauvre St. Lambert.^' 

The long absent lover was received with 
rapture, and the treacherous friend, madden- 
ed by jealousy and apprehension, flew to Di- 
derot to expose his griefs, and to demand his 
assistance. Diderot promised to reconcile 
all parties, and succeeded in his meditaticm; 
and Rousseau, jealous of his influence, swore 
eternal enmity to the mediator, and breath-^ 
ed it in a citation from the book of Ecclesi- 
asticus, in his celebrated letter to d'Alem- 
bert.^ 



de la Julie. Ah Dietff qu" auroit-on dit de celles^ci?^^ 

When he demanded these letters, Mad. d'H said she 

had burned them. ^* Non^ non^^ he replied, *^ jamais' celte 
qui peui inspirer une pareille passion^ fCaura k ctmragit 
d^en hrukr les preuves.^^ A few years back, when Mad. 
d'HoudetOt was asked, what she had reaUy done witl^ 
them, she answered with her usual nmvetiy ^^ 1 gave them 
ail to St. Lambert.'' 

* The friends of Mad d*H— express great indigna* 
tion against Rousseau^ for his eonduct on this o<;cainon. 
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XambflBt bcctoie.Almofit jEestpectoblc; by its 
tlttfiitiAii and woailnnpjr. .|3^t uine, iwbkli 
toid «• tiiitour 'Vftki mi^rm^ ^tucno^ jtJl >that 
vas ^tf Jk> Wr<Mi;> i» tiie 4dMisu:Aer iQf tt)e 
lover. IS^t. £4KilMEt I««t the ^rtu«» of 
gmwtbu widi ito igr^ocft. J<i<lbe,i}Qyrs^ ^f a 

aU ttJiai: <«ia<} ma^ im^ s/wwd iin^o .«{^tire ; 
fifattnnphjr btnuMne ic^imomki* ^nd >viM»cU2r 
^Btiilainsu Sieifiem, .and iSi^pf^ciUpm, 3t. 
itamto&i ,tgmiAd AlusdMuipkig " >Z^^/' of 
iris 'MSfl«ii«»»«tf" .witii a jpeevwh *crij»Qny, 
^rlneh 'f titU iiei;«in«d ui ite ,})9<«bp^«) tji^ eg^^ 
aisfeiaft>0f taa aU^feqwiog lone. If.M9i]r 
d'Houdetot gave play to that brilliant ima* 
gination, which accompanied her to her 
tomb, he was sure to observe; *' voiid qui 
est Men f ceJafait 0et.** And when watchii^ 
»ttv Jus fxa,gilie .health, .«be insut^d v^u 
«temp«WQae ^than he 'Wa» wiiliRg vto qD'* 



4fil acemUiraii^DideMt, AM«'he>haJa4>etfn]red'-«he4eei«t 
"MaA. d'H sliortly before her de«tli-dedai«d, 'fhot fffl 

I ini I rtt — -*** 
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As^fe, he named Her *^ rintendmte de ses prih 

What perhaps was most singular in this 
connexion » so strongly marked by the man^ 
tiers of the day^ is^ that Monsieur d'Houdetot 
was frequently the advocate of a lover, whose 
tyranny and caprice repeatedly procured his 
temporary dismissal from the presence of her^ 
whom his insupportable^ humour had irritated 
and disgusted. Monsieur d^Houdetot was at 
last taken to that abode of felicity^ said to 
be reserved as a reconipense for such forbear-^ 
ing husbands, and the death of St. Lambert 
left this wife and mistreto ddiibly widowed. 
It wis then, that feelings af the tenderesf 
association led her back to Montmdrenci. 
The lovely valley had long changed its in- 
habitants; The Luxembourgs, the Rous-- 
seaus, and the d'Epinays^ were no more: 
*^ La baride naire'^ had ravaged the palace of 
the prihcci and laid low the hermitaige of 
the philosopher^ All was altered by time 
and circumstences ; but the heart, the inifi« 
gination of Mad* d'Houdetot were still the 
samCr The throb of the one had not slacker 
^ned in its beat, the warmth of the othei^ 
had lost nothing of its glow ; and at an age^ 
VOL. I. u . 
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when evtn memor^r/fitils^ in otfaers, feeling 
was still so ardent, and fancy so brilliant, in 
this extraordinary person, that another St. 
Lambert was focOid in the solitudes of Mont-> 
niorenci^ to engross a friendship, innocent 
and tender as the fondness of childhood ; and 
to. wfaioh she allades with a warmth, bor« 
rowied from her imagination, in the follow- 
ing lines : 

4^eune, j'aimai ; ce. teas de mon bfl ige, 

Ce terns si court, comme un eclair s'enfuit; 
iLorsque arriva la saison d^Stre sage, 

'Encore j'aitnai^^a ndson me le dit. 
Me Y6ici vlelle, et le [daiuF s^eamle ; 

Mais le bon^eur na me quitte aujourd'bui i 
Car j*aime ^ncore^ et Tamour me console, 

Rien n'auroit pu me consoler de lur. 

.##«l. ♦. .* ♦ • # * ♦ ♦ # ♦ 

Madame d'Hoiidetot \^s eighty, when 
she produced .these charmitig lines ; and the 
object 6f thifc new and tender friendship was, 
like St. Xamhert, a resident in ter delwr vaU 
1^ of Monftmorenii. Tbe beautiful yilU of 
Monfcieur deS*** admbsst jbinfed the 'cMti^u 
ef his aged, hiit. attractive mistress* Every 
morning brought likn hia billet 4nd;hifii ncwe-* 
ga^, etegant mnd fi^^h, as the Smiad of 'the 
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donor. When Monmeur dc S. nras aiked. 
how he was affected by inspiring a passion 
he could not adequately return > he replied : 
*^ her charming conversation, her notes, and 
her flowers, had become des donees habitudes^ 
and the first day that I missed than was 
certainly not the happiest of my life,» 

This good-*natured sufferance ^* dese laisser 
aimer ^^^ in a man not half the age c^ his mis«* 
tress, is, I believe^ the result of a tempera- 
ment, formed by Itindliep suns, and by more 
genial climes, than preside over the ele- 
ments of the English character : for the 
hruUiHty of Horace Walpole to the enamoured 
Mad. du DefFand stends severely opposed to 
the gentle indulgence of Monsieur de S***. 
The taint of ridicule hangs, perhaps, on the 
conduct of both ladies ; but the distance be- 
tween the frigid egotism of Mad. du DefiEand, 



* I had the pleasure of being introduced to Monsieur 
S***, during my residence at Paris. He is an Italian 
by birthy and Muta for some time at the head of the Cisal- 
pine rQpid;>lic. His sjdendid fortune is devoted to the 
anS) of which lie is a passionate lover, and an elegant 
judge. The taste and aecon^)lishments of this gentleman 
merited ibe esteem and adrnkation, hestowed u{itni tbem 
by Mftd. d'Houd^ot. 

u 2 
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and the generous affections of Mad. d'Hou-^ 
detot^ is immeasurable. 

It was the peculiar felicity of the latter to 
borrow, from the store of perennial feeling 
and exhaustless imagination, materials, which 
formed an ideal world around her, and which 
replaced before her eyes the actual scenes of 
life. There was a vein of genuine, unaffect- 
ed roniarice, governing the course of her pro- 
tracted existence, which experience did not, 
and time could not subdue.* 

* The picture drawn of Mad. d'Houdetot's pereon, bj 
Rousseau, is said to be done by a lover^s hand ; but it is 
by no means very attractive. The tout'Cnsemblry how- 
ever, including her manner and air^ is quite charming. 

V Mad. de H approchoU de la trentainey et tCiloU 

poini belle. Son visage itoit marqui de la petiie vSrole^ 
son teint manqMoit dejinesse^ elle axoit la vue basse, et les 
yeux ronds; mats elle avail de grands cheveux noirsy na^ 
tureUement bouclis, qui lui lomboient au jarret. Sa iaille 
iloU mignonnef et elle tnellait dans tous ses mouvemenls de 
la^aucherie et de la grace, tout'd-la fois. Elle avoit 
de r esprit trisnalurel et tris agrSable; la gaieti, ritour- 
derie, et la ndiveti sy marioient heureusement. Elle 
abondoit en sallies charmantes, qu'elle ne cherchoit pointy 
et qui partoient quefque fois, malgri elle. Elle avoit 
plusieurs talens agriables, jouoit du clavetin, dansoit bien, 
faisoit d*asse% jolis vers. Pour son caractirr, il itoit 
mngSliquey la douceur d^ ante en faisoit le fond; mats hors 
la prudence et la force^ il rassembloittoutes les vertus*^* 
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It is a singular circumstance that this rival 
of the beautiful Mad. du Chatelet, this im^ 
mortalized '* Dori$** of St. Lambert, thi»sole 
object of all that Rousseau ever knew of 
passion, at once his theme and his inspira^ 
tion, had not one feature, one tint or trait 
of personal attraction, which love could ex-- 
aggerate into beauty, or imagination endow 
with a charm. The secret of her influence 
over the hearts of all, whom she sought to 
interest, was the ardour, the sensibility of 
her characteor, the tender, passionate cast of 
her manners, and the playfulness and reduh-p 
dancy of her all-creative imagination, Re^. 
taining, to the last hours of life, the fresh-p- 
ness of the first, she inspired the feelings she 
preserved. Age grew young, as it listened 
to her, and youth forgot that she was old, 
when she spoke. Take her with her frailty 
.^nd he;: merit, her faults and her virtues, 
France only could have produced such a 
woman ; in France only such a woman could 
have been appreciated. Mad. d'Houdetot, 
in the possession of all her faculties, and aU 
most of all her graces, died at the age of 
pighty-eight, surrounded by her friends, and 
W b^r grand-children, the offspring of hejr 
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only child^ the present general^ the Baron 
d'Houdetot. 

I have to lament, in common with Mon- 
sieur Humbolt, that I arrived too late in Paris 
to have seen this interesting and extraordinary 
woman. But occasionally associating with 
those^ who once had the happiness to lii% 
with her, I delightedly tracked the print of 
her steps; in those elegant circles, over which 
she had once presided. May I here be pen- 
mitted to acknowledge the polite attentions 
I received, while in Paris^ from the amiable 
sister of Mad. d'Hondetot^ Mad. de Briche» 
at whose Sunday evening assemblies I have 
66 often found united, whatever Paris con- 
tained of rank, talent, beauty, and fashion. 
These evenings recalled to my imagination 
the little court, which surrounded her sisten- 
in-law. Mad. d'Epinay, where statesmen and 
ministers mingled with the Diderots^ Koos^ 
seaus, the Grims^ and the Holbacbs,^ in the 
salons of La Cbevrette. 

I Mn .^ii ■ r 1 - 11 ■! t ■ I ■ I H 

* 1 had the pleasure of knowing the amiabte okce of 

Baron Holbach, Mad. R • In talking ottr the poe* 

tended conspiracy of the Holbach coterie^ about whichr 
Rousseau so extravagantly raved, this lady assured me 
that the first cause of his quanel with her udcle, was a 
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I was speaking o|ie day to a ro}?^alist la^yt 
on the many charming qualities o£ a oiutaal 
friend of aurs> andontheeiiceUent ehaiiacteD 
6f her husband. She replied with a ihrog,: 
i^uanf d lui, le bon homme, c^est urn ^j^oelbnU 
personnel cependanty ma chife, it ne n^emplit 
pas rdme de sa chm^mantefemmej' This want 
6f haotng her soul occupied t^ a husband^ ta 
whom she had been twenty-five yeaM itfat«» 
ried^ I thought rather an exaction, on th$ 
part of the ** charmantefemmey^ andlcoiiildr 
not help observing^ tliat^ notwithftt^hdin^ 
this singular refinement upon niairrkd baf»4^ 
piness, I considered Monsieur et Mad^ d^ 
**** an exemplary coupte. My royalist friend 
agreed with me; adding, that it mu»t b# 
confessed ^* r amour conjugal*^ WM much more 
prevalent since the fevolution than before ^ 
and that ^* maintenanty il**y*a d^e^scetkns nU*^ 
nages dam la France^ 

present of four do2to of Angukifly fine Clian^^igti*, .wkicb 
tk« baron sent to the pWosopber ; an tnn^ tbt^ ]jU»iiPPf«ft ' 
ne¥9r foiqga^, TV tUt^^ poifr*^pgrlerSy. to whi^faj this g^y^ 
vise^ teni\inatf d in a, rupture, out of ^hich Rousseau's 
vivid but hypochondriacal imagination conjured all his long 
Vt^inoe^'chimeraidire.''' * 
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This is indeed an avowi^l universally made 
by the French of all parties; and pipre 
consideration is attached to this tie, whei) 
ttspectably maintained, and faithfully ob^ 
served, than to any other dqme^tic relatio;} 
of society whatever, 

It is now supreme mauvais ton to resort tc^ 
the. old worn-out jests levelled at men, whQ 
attend to their awn wives, in preference tq 
those oi others I and indeed, I observed, ii^ 
all public societies, and in the many and va- 
rious entertaioments given a.t court, on the 
marriage of the Due de Bervh that the wor. 
men, and particularly the j^outig womeuy were 
always accompanied by their husb^ands. It 
would be difficult to ascertain the precise mi% 
nimum of sentiment, which goes to ipake tip 
the sum of married happiness in France, and 
to draw a scale of comparison between tlie 
stock of conjugal affection, which exists \r\ 
that country, and in England. England, 
however, has some goad old habits in her fa- 
vour, invariably connected witli tjie Ifiws and 
government of a free nation, and which, per?* 
haps, already begin to survive their source 
ao4 origin, while some taint 6i the original 
sin of despotism is still, in France,, to Vl)ft 
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found operating even on private society. 
The play given to natural feelings for tweu-. 
ty-five years back, may not even yet havd 
quite righted those errors, that arose out of 
institutes and habits, which the abuses of 
initny i^enturies contributed to form^ to per- 
petuate, and to excuse. 

Married life has always been most respect- 
able and most sacred, under free govern- 
ments ; while under the influence of poli- 
tical despotism, women, treated either as 
f laves or as sultanas, are never wives. It is 
thus that they once reigned in France, by an 
undue influence, subversive of all their nar 
turgtl virtues. It is thus that they still serve 
in the ^^sU with that corrupt depravation 
both of morals and intellect, which inevitably 
redacts upon their tyrants — and vindicates 
insulted nature. 

As it is not the fashion, in France,, to be- 
lieve that the sole duty and object *^ qfhea-^ 
pen^s lasty best gift,'' is to 

f^ Suckle fools fBXid chronicle small hew,- ^ 
women are there frequently the friends, of 
their husbands, even when ties, more pas- 
sionate and tender than those of friendship, 
pease to exist. A Frenchman seeking a ra-r 
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tkmftl eomptoi^n in the wife, who perii&ps 
never was his mistress, frequently finds in 
her society that frankness, pleasantry, infor^ 
ination, and even oood fellowship (if i 
may use the expression), which possesses a 
charm too often neglected in married life. 
How true Frenchwomen however can he, in 
feeling hnA in sympathy, to their husbands,, 
has been painfully evinced during the hor- 
rorji of the revolution, the struggles of twen-- 
ty-live years' emigration, and, above alU du- 
ring the political vicissitudes and conflicts in 
France, which have occurred since the re- 
turn of the Bourbons.* 

The distracted and devoted wives, who 
were seen almost weekly in the gallery of the 
y^al chapel of the Thuiileries, by syitipa- 

* Some of these heart-rending scenes took pl^Lce daring 
s»y r^idenc^ in France,, aivi evefi while I y/n» pieaelit in 
the chapel royd ; but I had not the courage to witne^v 
them. Mad. d'Angoul^me is said to have polled her gown 
out of the convulsive grasp of one erf* these zoretched sup* 
pliant s^ with such force, as to lea^ a piece of the royal 
ciiap^|( behind her. It ia to thi^ str^ngih ^feelinc in h^r 
qroyal hig^ue§s, which ncu^e of her '' sex* s .wealcmss'^ \m 
yet gubdued^ that the uUras allude, when they e:!(claim: 
^^ Madame a beaucoup de caraciere. Elle joue un grand 
r6letr - . . . . ; . .. ; ... 



Digitized 



byGpogle 



tbizing mtiltitude«, pktiSAng at iht feefc df 
the king, for the live* <Jf tMfeir bratfe, but 
condemned huslyandFi, slfford^d «lich ptefcttreft 
of Conjugal devotion, AhA exquisite ijMsilH<^ 
lity, as few countFie^ could rivaly aiul mae 
surpass. 

The young and tmfortttttite Mad^ La Be- 
doyere, dying of a broken heart for him, 
whom her tears and supplication^ could not 
save; — the struggles, the exertions, the al« 
most manly efforts, made by Mad- Ney, are 
cited even by their 6i^iniie$, m iii60mparable> 

* Madame la Yalette has the chsintcter of being one of ' 
the most Tirtuous and exficU^t vroqai^ii ia Fmnce. It wai 
on the failure of her afife<tting apf^Ucalions tf the king, for 
the life of her huflbiiikd^ that'tb^ IbUawuig filing was made 
at PiMTis : 

Complainie de Ih VktaU. 

La YidfCte est effiuknuMy 
Tout le ptUfde dst conttcrai^ . 
Et tottt bus ehacvn tbphm x 

La Valette. (bh) 
Pauvre la Yalette. 

Le Roi, pauf serqjiBler^ 
Youlait \t ftife lEtlaAgkr, 
£t oblique Boutboa ripite > 

La Yalette* (bit) 
P^ris la Yalette. 
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'The ready sejfriwmolatipn of Madame La* 
Valett^, who kijew not, and feared not, the 
re$«ilt$ of t^ t9.6l^ she had undertaken ; and 
the sacrifices of Mad"* Bprtrande, who so 

Sa &mme, pour le sauyer, 
A leura pie49 court 3e jetter, 
lis repoussent sa requjfite, 
La Valette. (bis) 
' PauVre La Yalette- 

Le Roi lui dit, en courroux, 
^ . Madame, retire^-youz, 

Faut, que justice soit fiute* 

La Yalette. (bis) 
iPkm La Valette. 

^ Elf e ya dans la prison, * 

Lui prfeter son cotillon, 
• Soil vitz*schoual, sa^ornette. 

La Valette (bis) 
S^iuve l4 Valejttef 

Pour leur remettre Tesprit, 
Le.bon La Valette prit . 
De la poudre d'escampette, 

La Valette (bis) 
Sacuye La Valette. 

La d'A^gouldme en nmgit,' 
Le Comte d'Artois^frenlit, 
Le roi n'a pas sa braie nettQ. 

La Valette. (bu) 
Vive La Valette, 
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willingly gave up a world, where she still 
reigned supreme in the unproscribahle influ- 
ence of fashion and beauty, to follow her 
brave husband into a voluntary and dreary 
exile; these are splendid instances of con- 
jugal virtue amOng a host of other examples, 
less distinguished by the rank of the par- 
ties, but not less deserving of publicity and 
praise. It is the fashion, however, for mo- 
dem travellers, and the writers of modern 
travels, to declaim against the fidelity of 
French wives, to boast of their own bonnes^ 
fortunes, and to 

^^ Talk of beauties, which they never saw. 
And &ncy raptures^ that they nerer knew." ' 

But limited in their expeTience by the diS- 
culty, which all strangers, and particularly 
British strangers, find of obtaining admittance 
into the interior of private society and do-, 
mestic life, in France, they have drawatheir 
pictures of the flc*w«/ state of French society, 
and their character of its women, from such' 
originals as were presented to their observa-' 
tions in the courts of the Palais Royal, or ia; 
the bad novels of the days. of Louis XV. 
With the exception of a few men of very 
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high Ftnk^ and of those connected with the 
English government^ and holding ministerial 
4^ ofBciai (situations^ I never met in any circle 
er society whatever, in Paris, a single sul^^ect 
of the British dominions.* 

The {irogress of general illumination nuisli 
always forward the interests of morality • 
Knowledge, once confined in France to a 
ccitaiii cksst» and conasdered as an dtaf, m 
now miiversally difftised, and felt to operate 
upon all the ties of social life. Husbands 
no longer boast the philosophy of the Ricfae-* 



• It ia MiHlkw Uf toiLke ff&Oiplmn, in hlfoUt of such 
men as Playfair or Davy, who belong to all countries and 
agp, and who, in akOificFwtici^, ireleikamndly receli^ 
ivi(b4iAt.A»f9i:^a«#Rd r^p^ct d^^ to their geUm and th& 
benefits they have con^rred on their species. The geiiuino 
simplicity of professor Flay&ir^s manners was a subject of 
general admitation, and rematked by all who had the hap* 
pintfti of be^g kna«m to kimiy at Pads* 

1 4fiim4)P9 d^B|ontTOane<u?i,Jtiigh ^oi^sttbl^i^FiBncoy 
dt&ndiog hiip^elf against the impuUttion of haying ^ven 
his authority to a lib^l against the Prince de Cond^, de- 
clared that his secretary must have deceived him, by chong- 
iiig on^ f)aper' jfbr another^" t\ff qni Moit d^^utmii pki9 
aisi,'' fiaid.'ilaiiikiftn|puilu^ ^^^punjtnes^U^ 
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li^us*! and jdes Beaug^es ; while wines are so 
eoquettish> las oocasioiially 

- •< U* aimer jusqua^d hurs Maris.^^ 

Some French women expressed t?o tne tio 
little indignation at its being supposed, that 
French husbands did not exert a decided an- 
thority in their owti families; as Russian, 
brides exhibit the cane, with which they 
endow thdr husbands on the wedding-day, 
for the purpose of domestic correction. 

^^ Les Anglais se trompent forty* said the 
charming Madame de C** C***s to me one 
day, ^* s^ih crorent que les Frangais ne savent 
pas aussisefaire obiir. J7-y-ew a beaucoup, qui 
entendent cela d merveiile ; maisjepense que v* est 
moins d la mode en Trance ^ qu^en Angleferre. 
D^ailleurs, ma chire, je suis JbrcSe de convenir 
qu'il manque d nos maris nne chose forte essen^ 
tie tie au bonheur. Oest depouvoir nous meitrc 
une corde au cau, et nous conduire au marchi^ 
quand il sont de mauvaise humeur /** 

■ " \ . ■ ' — ■ . n t ■ I a. ^,1, 

* The pleasantries and 'witticisms of the &mous Due de 
Ricfaeliett, on the ^^aatries of his dutcheas, are to be fomul 
in «tery ^ncyidopsedia of wit. The gramniatical pracisioi^ 
of the celebrated academician} Monsieur de Beau^ee^ at 
the moment he nuuie a discovery fatal to his honour and 
conjugal happiness, is too weU known to need citation. 
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To this costom of selling wives vitfa haU 
ten round their necks, among the lowef- 
classes in England, the French make con* 
stant allusions. There is nothing places our 
own national prejudices in so strong a lights 
as thus coming in contact with the national 
pvejudices of others. In England, all French 
husbands are considered as ** des messieurs 
commodes.** In France, all English husbands 
are frequently distinguished by the epithet 
^^ des brutals** 

•• Voila," said a French lady, with whom^ 
I was driving in the Champs Elys6es, " voila, 
Miladi * * ♦ ♦et son brutal ^^^ pointing to 
an English couple not celebrated for their 
conjugal felicity. Of the frequency of di- 
'vorces in England; their publicity, which 
reflects the mother's shame on her innocent 
offspring; the indecent exposure of the 
trials, where every respect for manners i$ 
brutally violated, and the pecuniary remu- 
iieration, accepted by the injured husband, 
the French i^peak with horror and con^p 
tempt; particularly as women, whose cha- 
racter is no longer equivocal, are received in 
the English circles of Paris, by persons, of 
the highest rank. 
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' ^*: Your divorces/* said a French lady to 
^ixxe, *^ ^em not to proceed, in general, from 
^y very fine or delicaite aejMe of honour ; but 
to be as much a matter ^e comeiiance between 
the parties, as marriagfss forsierly wer6 a^moog 
tis/* Legal divorces are rare in France: 
^Qtrinal and eternal separations, made privately 
by the parties, are more general ; and when 
krve survives, in one object, the honour and 
fidelity of the other, measures of greater 
violence are sometimes adopted, more con*^ 
sonant to the impetuous character of «t 
people, whose passions are rather quicky than 
deep-seated J and who fr^equently act upon 
impulse, in a manner which even a momen-* 
tary reflection would disclaim. 

]>uring my residence in Paris, a young man 
of condition destroyed himself, on having 
obtained proofs of his wife^s frailty. A few 
weeks afterwards, a gentleman shot himsiejf 
through the head, in the church-yard de 
Vaugirard, not because his wife vf^ faiths 
less, but (as he declared, iq a written paper 
found in his pocket), because she wBsjnsensi-^ 
^/eto his own passion. 

A more interesting case of conjugal 
suicide was related to me, while I was^ travel-^ 

VOL. I. X 
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ling ihmngb Normandy^ A MoM. G^i— « 
wtMMse beatttifal seat I miv n«ftr Rooen, JmmL 
dMtmyed himself, & few cH0ii<th8 befoi«, oa 
the tomb of lri» deoeafl«d wife^ l^ie hud 
iti»pit«d this roefltanti« hmbond with the foost 
axdetit j^assion ; and died is the prime of her 
bea»ty„ and of her ywath, of a rapid decUne. 
Monsieur C-'-^- struggled invaan against the 
dcepeiAdency hec lost occasioned. The m»* 
equal conflict between reason and feeling 
^tnlly decided him on the desperate step, he 
had long n»ed>tated . He devoted some weeks 
to the arnmgenioit of fats' ai£airs (for he. was 
» rich manu&cturer of doth); and having 
settled bis kuge property on his infiuit 
children, whom he cnmmitted to the gsar« 
diMnship of hit» 1nt>tiiarsv he put s period to 
his enstence^ ass^ning no reason for this 
a«t of despemtion, but his total inabiHty to 
enjoy life, after having lost her, who bad so 
long i»ade it precious to him. 

On the subject, however, of conji^al vir- 
toe in FtEince, I hav^ an authority, which H 
niay not be here inappropriate to dte, aa 
being of a less sombre nature. Wboevei? has 
vinted the memctfabieand beautiful viltage 
ai Chantttly, muf, fevhtipSj hmm noticed ^ 
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kandBonw! Mad. de Fiiite Amelot, ^nd her 
gallant husband, the aubergistes of ih6 h6ul 
de B&iaihon CmidS. Mad. Pinte, irith her 
lasge blue eye», And ** toi^fe & la CMmm^'* 
and Motttteuf^ witli hi» looM miiiti^jr fMm^ 
got0i audi hii blatk «i)k cap, worn on ont 
tide, <^«/'tM «f> gaiUatd/^ 9re ehai^actet« io 
put even the sulky Smellfungus into a good 
buinouf : and to create a new piag« ol «eAti- 
IIM5itl»l Ob^etVSltion, In th^ journal of Ttii^ 
tfam. 

I w&s one ittomitig standing £^t the doof of 
" TMtel de Bourbon Condt," €©rtVert«lg 
With t\tt! iiftelUgent M. Piifte Atioelot (irho 
spirit hi» dfity in fiarading before his itm, and 
in talking to the passengefs>, when the ap* 
pettftiftee of the eharmittg Mad: Pittte, «t one 
of the windows, gave rise, on my piart, to 
some eomp^ittientary obsertations on hfer 
bestuty. 

** Ah, Madame,** obsetved het hti^bftfld, 
•• ttk tut aum bottM ^€ belte\ d'jaillenri 
c*m un guf^on ifV/irHmmt spintud, qtit tftA 

1 now eomplittiefited "khn, ttpott his eon* 
jugal itdftiifatiort, additig that, " 1 had 
always ftesifd there ir«is yery HttW ♦ amour 
. x2 
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conjugal/ in France ; but that he had unde- 
ceived me/' 

" Comment done, sacriV^ he replied in a 
passion. ^' No conjugal love in France ? 
Ehtous tems, Madame, we have been famous 
for our conjugal virtues : I could cite you a 
thousand examples myself: 191^*9 qui Mcit 
parleJ^ 

I asked him for one, par^extmple : ** Teitc^y 
Madame, ^\ said Mons. Finte, counting qu his 
fingers, ^^ voild, notre Hiloise et Abelard; H 
puis, notre Pyrame et Thisbd ; voild, quevoulez--, 
vms, Madame V^ 

Thus hacked by M. Pinte Amelot, and 
*' Pyrame and Tkisbi/' it is, perhaps, unne^ 
cessary to cite another instance, in favour of 
the prevalence of conjugal love^ de tout tems, 
en France. 

While married life, in France, has evi- 
dently gained by the change, which has been 
effected in the manners and habits of the 
country, gallantry, in the modern acceptation 
of the term, is, in its influence and extent, 
much the same as in Fngland. The result 
of idleness and vanity, it is inevitably more 
prevalent in those elevated circles^ where 
Tank and opulence exclude occupation, and 
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leave the imagination and th^ passions open 
to any engagement that comes as a resource^ 
affords an obstacle^ or awakens an emotion. 

As long as the frailties of a French womaa 
of fashion are ^' pcccate celate ;^^ as long as she 
lives upon good terms with her husband^ and 
does the honours of bis house, she has the 
same latitude, and the same reception in 
society, as is obtained by women similarly 
situated in £ngland, where, like the Spartan 
boy, she is punished, not for her crime^ but/or 
iu discovery. There, a divorce only marks 
the line between reputation, and its lo$s : 
society will not take hints , and a woman must 
publicly advertise her fault, before she can ob- 
tain, credit for having committed it. 

The high circles of Paris are to the full as 
indulgent, as those of London. Lovers under^ 
stood, are not paramours convicted ; and as long 
as a woman does not make an esclandre ; as 
long as she is decent and circumspect, and 
" assunies the virtue which she has not,*' she 
holds her place in society, and continues to 
be^ not indeed respected, h\xt received. Gal- 
lantry, however, in France^ is no longer that 
cold system of heartless egotism and pro- 
fligacy, which avowedly took as its governing 
maxim, that 
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which coldly calculstted i\\e probable duration^ 
of A passion; and which, systematic in its 
ardour, as in its cruelty, soon ehanged an 
idol into a victim, and followed tip the jar- 
gon of affected devotion with the language 
of opprobrium and disgust.f 

But while few of those '^ Cupidons dS^ 
chaines," who made gallantry the business, 
end, and object of their lives, are now to be 
found let loose upon society in Prance, a sort 
of ^* galanterie banah*' still prevails, Which 
seems inseparable from the French tetnper** 



« When OM df lli/fe eMlfl&fe<ttlto4tf IxmiS XT^ {VflMMd 
19 him a hAy of imnk, %# BU<K?s0or ^ VM* l>e Pimipa^ 
dow; after a moment'^ consiflemtion, he replied, " Non, 
elle cputeroit trop a r envoi/ eu^^ 

+ The frail and Mt Oouhtess de GuArlimt sent a Wlfet 
M the l>uc ^e Richdieu, ^ let him kiM^dlft littaiMdhiltt^ 
by appatntmwti n»i t\m ^^ com ^ ww^fiSy' in fh^ 
folm-rojigl. H^ mpUed, " Jtcstet-^f rf charmcu k$ 
fnarmitonsj pour lesquels vous Stes fait^. Adieu^ fnon 
ange!!!'^ Cruelty and cdritempt Wre the tisa&.r pour* 
stdvans of lov^ ahd devotion^ ii^ that fil9i0d of WtefA 
gallantry^ which began lowwd^ tho nnifih pf ll^e p^gfk 9f 
Xiouifi Xiy ., and was a vary di&ront mitivMnt, frpni ihat 
elevated and rpmantic gallantry, which declined, together 
with the spirit of the French nobility, after the VFild bat 
gallant conflicts of the Fronde. 
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ment . Men «tiU oSkr, as a ^19^^ ithat Esaittr* 
afliee, hocoi^e, and respeoi;, >^liich the wmmb 
Mem to tttke, afl a ri^t. And if> in.theie 
anti^himirk tiines^ tfaen yret iremaiM 1^ spot 
irhepe «an .seems a Preui? by imtufe^ «nd 
wooiaoi xnay be A'^^.q^ueen for ^e/^ it is un^ 
questionably Fisance^ £veQ a^ there, doee 
liot iaevitably dismm one sex from the lists 
of admirotioD^ nor release the other frcanthe 
obligations of attention aod resect. '' Amit 
un charme, jusqu'd dans les rides ^'^ is not con# 
fined to those iovm^, which tiizie has spaoed^ 
and oyer whose ^mcBing charms lore atiil 
sheds the reflection of his departed ^ght« 
Even mind J there, partakai of the aittonitkm 
of seos ; aad the faarilliant faxMsy aod soextinn* 
goisheMe sensibiy tyef Madaoie D'H^Mdetot^ 
at leirenty^ awakened an adcoiiatiim us |pB» 
nuitteand as lively » as the petoonaliOhaniMof 
Ninoa de i' fipcios^obtained^ act thrae-some. 

I know notvhetherii may he deemed £hlal^ 
Of seririoeabla to momiity^ that the spirit of 
slnnde^ m<eets no eBOOoragemtot in Frewdi 
society, and that a t^Kkncy to defatnattam is 
oomisidered an irre&agablie pnoof of ili'-breed* 
sag, and vul^r origin. Thmeewiogikejiieficy 
totbeAmltaof others, does ootiwhollyfiiprkig 
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from an indulgence, indiscriminaie in ite 
vieirs of good and m/. It arises, to a certaixi 
degree, from a fulness of mind, a copiousness 
and fluency of conversation, that is ne^er^ 
driven by its ow4i barrenness to the dwciKtsion: 
of subjects, merely and invariably of a per-f 
sonal and private nature. Few are so idle^ 
so ignorant, or so shallow, as 'to be indebted 
to the frailties of their neighbours, or theif: 
friends, for their sole topic of -conversation 
and remark. 

There is also, indeed, on this point a'cir^ 
cumspection, which leaves the mere strangei^ 
in Parisian society liable to imposition; for 
few like to '' throw the Jirst stone/' and '^ Je 
nela connais pas/^ id the usual reply to any 
enquiries niade on the subject of such females, 
who, though not of the family ^* de la prt^ 
derie,'' still hold their precarious" place in 
society, by a decency and propriety of con- 
duct, which lay suspicion at rest. 

The innumerable sets, circles, and parties, 
into which tbe« immense mass of ParisiaB 
society is broken up, does not admit of that 
universal exposure of character and conduct^ 
which, in a smalls sphere of action, /Or where 
society is more blended^ and forms one great. 
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\rholev pfeeds€very ttiember of iliecomtniinity 
before the ihirror of general observation. 
N^one but characters' of eminetice and cde^ 
brity can be brought before the tribunal of 
public opinion in Paris, a!nd' receive the 
indelible marks of infamy ok* high coiiaiderai- 
tion. To whatever extiefnt domestic virtue 
and conjugal) fidelity; may be carried, in 
France, by the dissemihatioH of iiseful know- 
ledge, and the progress of moral philosophy, 
it is extremely difficult to come at any direct 
proofs of their violation; For besides that 
refinement and reserve, which decline the 
slanderous communications of ihe idle and 
the malignant, the long^stabiished laws of 
decency, with that conventional idea otlrien^ 
siance, so implicitly obeyed, govern impe- 
riously tl^e forms of French society. It may 
be that, in strict observance of its dictate§i 
more virtue is fljjfecferfj than is /^roc^wtfrf; 
yet no vain boa^t is ever mad^of a vice which, 
though fashion may sanction, morality con- 
demns^; and those, who err ** by stealth i;^^ 
have Jthe good taste to " blush^ to Jind it 
fame/^ 

It is indeed curious to observe the severcf 
prudence, united to thie childish volatility of 
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t]iis|>aiauiloxidil ^people, vliO0eAb«nlct«r»(Ml 
gavemnwht seem fo long to bavje beeo at 
vanance, as to hwie mutually i»«^acted ufXMi 
each otber^ and recoBciled ^extrames ahaoot 
irrecoacilable^ tiie one always kading jbyitfi 
diapawionate and amiable eleaifiiite toirards 
tkctt virtue, wldch the other €ndeanr<iured to 
obliterate by slavery and corriq^tiioiiw And 
though the Icmg-^siDuloated haluts of a base 
mbcality on a particular point, must stiU 
fasre left auHdi of its taint behind it, and 
though the fieverer and irieU<^de¥i6)oped prin*- 
eipl€s» which free covmtriea poaBess, may 
not have taken a trndvarsal root in France, 
yet how ftifrourable to the cultivation of 
«io«b1 qualities the mild and genial tempera^ 
ment of the French Jiation. ha^ ever been, is 
beat evinced ie that extensive ptopriety, 
whicbeven the most vicious rospect, and the 
anost degraded do not violate. 
: In the lowest pteces «^ piihlic amusemeiit, 
in the most miKod acid motley assemblies, all 
is decency and seeming propriety. No look 
shocks the ejh^ no word ofiecids the ear of 
modesty and innocence. Vice is never 
rendered daf^efimia by wiample, nor ace its 
aihiteniaits iift^ to the imttd of 
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yottth^ hxy Ibe fHibliciiy of it» exhibitkniB* 
Thb prbpifiety of exterior, thk mbiml de« 
ceacy in xxMae&n^ Ym been made a subject 
of accttsaticm agaimt the Fwncfa l^ -receiit 
traYeUers^ w\^ demonstrate tfaenr fiaJhriatkan, 
by extolling '61WII iiie lioentknasness/ wbicfa^ 
IB Englaskl^ openly pwsentingitsdf to public 
observance, marks by very obvio{i& limits 
tba line between vice and virtue* But £n- 
gluadi the first country in the irorldA be- 
QuiM still tbeyraasf^ *will disdain tbis frarasi^ 
tical eulogiom on «aU that is Ibiaity in her 
SQoial instituitionsi, and « country which, at 
this moment, is stoHiggling ^qnilly agaimt 
the insidious iisftuence of j^rtVoM'iand publk 
corruptumy will surely not mnk those among 
her friencb, who would intaxioafie her with 
an incense of indiitoriminate praise, and con-^ 
founding her virtues >and he? &«ilt8, lull her 
into that vain^glorious mcurity which has 
ever bean in ail slates the dure fore^runn<3fr 
of slaif^ery and degradation* 

It is owing to the «Ktreiiie propriety and 
even purity of manners, pveserved in all pub^ 
lie places, in France, that young females of 
every rank and condition, well braught up^ 
may remain igtomnt^ as far as their 01^ ob» 
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servation'goes, thiat there does exist a wretch-^ 
ed portion of their sex, who eat the bread of 
shame, and live by self^degradation. But> 
no woman of any rahk or age, who has only 
once visited a public place in England, can 
escape becoming the involuntary witness of 
the most unblushing vice, of the most brutal 
indecency. ' . . 

This Clinical mode of study in mbrals^ 
formally reconunehded to the innocent and 
the inexperienced; this purposely leading 
the sane and the vigorous to the bedside of 
disease and of death ; this guarding and 
pr«5erving\health, by exposing it to the ob^ 
servation and infection of malady ; is a sih- 
gular paradox in moral doctrine. Butsurdy, 
when ih the accidents of public society 
chance places vice within the sphere of vir-^ 
tue, if the ibrmer borrows the veil of ' de- 
cency, in respectful deference to tte latter*, 
and shame, blushing and awenstruck^ still 
survives the loss of its companion innoceriicei 
the cause of moral good is still supported, 
honoured, and preserved. 

While this decency of exterior extendi 
itself to all the forms of public association^ 
it is carried to an excess ih private society. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOCIETY, 317 

which sometimes banishes ease^ and induces 
formality. There exists no such mode of 
gratifying %>inittf, rwithout rhkmg feelings as 
is practised with us, under the generic iiame 
of girting: One of those honesty unm^ning, 
*' JUrtation^,*', cvried on in the cprn^r of 
«yery drawing-room » whece an English as-- 
sembly is held> or pursued on the §taircase^ 
or doorway, to the great annoyance of all 
persons^ not particularly interested in thie 
alliance^ would ahock a^ elegant society in 
IParis, beyond all power of endurance. In 
affairs of the hearty French women know no 
medium between love and indifference. They 
m»y have male friends, but they have no 
Jlirts ; and if they have a lover, they would 
be as cautious of distinguishing the fortunate 
be^ng in public society, by any marked pre- 
ference^ as an Englishman of fashion would 
be of maJ^ing love to his own vfife^ before 
company* Speaking on this subject to a 
very .cjever. Wjd, very witty French womap. 
Mad. d'E * * ♦ d, she observed respecting the 
decency, ey^n of the woqien most notedly 
g^if^tf ^^ Les^Frangaises.sont les seulesfemmn 
peut^re^ A;fui il soit permis iTavoir des torts ; 
ca^r dks sevJlim s'uttachenf dleurs devoirs tt d 
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la dieeme, quimd mSme *iks out me tevtu dt 

The public Bttentiom paid l^y EingUsh* 
men, of Ihe most dktingnteheid raiik> to wo^ 
men ef public and notorious diaoteterg i& 
Paris, and their intraductidfl o£ such period!} 
into the private circles of ^^^, «3fcit«d 
universal indignatiofl and conteta{>tv It wag 
hi vain to talk to the l^rench oi EAgiiah 
morality, irhile Engtisli women wer&«teato 
associate with, and ev«n to - '^' rtofpeiMtA 
homage tO' acme idodert tMik ^, the dt^, 
whose feshion rather than her tdeAt had bi^ 
oome her passport into S6(iiety< < 

No public "wOisten whatever are adiiitt^d 
into good Fuench company. One*** stirU 
plmeket/' oh^ tipoa fhs boaifds, whether 
as actress or afr singer, they can never be re- 
ceived by wofnen of character attdeotidittda^ 
except in their pfdfessional cj^dty, when 
they are engaged and paid, '' p§ur dtttitet* 4ttit 
stine," on some particalar efe«ing; to ting 
their htamra on the night of a ptivate coti^ 
c$rt. ^he prima DemaoS the opefra is th«« 
never the priim Bonna of private' society. 
The wdtl-known anecdoter «pf s<»rtte Kngllisli 
dutchesses homing the^hswl of the hrte prtt^ 
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silling' deitf of tbe ofem home, in Lendon^ 
ttlt she was «t knure to put ft ea, excUsed 
infiflUe mirib in an assembly of French 
iadim, whtste it wam rslated^ in my pnes^fftce. 
The iffiitativd laleitto hme itii^ed no fMse 
ftfxprettiatieit m-Wmatse^ they rank not A^ 
fltf0, but «^^ ortgijaal gennts. While, in 
fPBP cifcles, a fkshkmaMe aet»*p, er fir9i->rate 
•Higdr, wovAA ht feeeived urith « nv>i<e mtctk" 
ed diatinctkm, than an Otway, or a Cimft'- 
rosa : in France the author and the com- 
poser would hold a place in public estima- 
tion, ftiMt in private compftny, vrhhdb. the 
actor Send tlie nnger couM nerer hope to at- 
tain, CMbt it is depr«$sing to the feelings of 
b^-minded and sensitive gesiitw tfansi to re- 
eard, in faotoely obscurity, it» scanty rsmtt^ 
nevatiOBj Mid negieeted by its eocanpo^ 
f^es, to Xifie oidy t^ thatf^ure dary, vrliich 
wiU come too late, to awakeift the graedous 
emotiott aiinng fttmi eom/ciimB^ mefvf, 'Cr&um^ 
bf meters \ wMIe the imit»tiT« talea1», whkrh 
owe their bang to its labours, «fid derive 
tiMfir materials f^m its imagination, are 
eOQfted, feastal, and paid with an anspanii^ 
pyodigality^ Some of the -best poets, in 
Kflghind, are ^ thi» mi^mcnt struggth^ ititfi 
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a '^\mx!d suffidtoicy'^ &r from those circles^ 
which their talents were calculated to irnup- 
diate end delight ; while Italian aiiiger» have 
recently returned to their pwn country^ to 
purchase principalities, aad Eoigtifih actors 
are driven to , extravagant excesses, by the 
^superabundance of suddenly^otten wealth, 
which they know not ho^ w:orthily to €»&* 
ploy, or prudently to accumulate. . In this 
instance they certainly '^ manage thete mat? 
ters better in France. ^^ 

f ' Xj^ Hyie a un sexe,'' says Marivaux, " et 
on recqnnoitroit une femme d une. phrase/* 
This observation is perfectly applicable to 
his own countrywomen. There is in their 
language, style, and phraseology, something 
extremely sexual^ b. finesse, a delicacy, a tact, 
a sort of instinctive ; appropriation of every 
Ifford to its subject, which the fine percep-^ 
iion and flexibility of woman's peculiar struc-> 
ture can perhaps alone originate. The ver* 
bal criticisms of a Frenchwoman on literary 
productions, even her personal observa- 
tions, are delivered with a pointed and well- 
turned elegancy, which makes every senteoee 
an epigram. And on subjects of mere senti* 
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tnent, on the development of a feeling, or 
the analysis of a passion, they speak with aL 
pi^ecision and a lacility^ which, if sometimes 
tkficient in originality, are always directed by 
taste^ and expressed with terseness. 

Perhaps this talisnt, or acquirement (and I 
believe it is partly both), is sometimes carried 
to an e:!):tent that savoui^s of study, and ap* 
ptoaches to affectation. Even ^* sentir le bel 
espntj' is an imputation which the most 
confirmed precieuse is now anxious to avoid. 
Much however must be allowed io the dif-* 
ference of na/iona/ manner; and the manner of 
thie most natural French woman mtist carry ' 
with it, to English judgment in its first im- 
pression, the taint of affectation. Until ex- 
perience correct the error, her motions, her 
{gestures, her air, all seem characterised by 
jnotive, and rather calculated5 than involun*^ 
tary. The sudden lighting-up of her coun* 
tenance, when addressed, gives her, according 
to our phlegmatic standard of inexpressive 
quietude, the semblance " of calHng-upi'* 
like Lady pentweezle, *' a look, for the occa^ 
sion/' All this, however, is mere natiira^ 
mobility, aided by habit and confirmed by 
lashion. And though it is^ impos^blie not to 

VOL. I. y 
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Me, that there still remain in society many of 
these ^^ faqannieres/' whose motions go ^^par 
resiortj* who» like Moliere's Climene, make 
*' la maue, pour montrer une petite boucbe, et 
roulent iesyeux, pour lesjaire par6ztre grands,^* 
fet, generally speaking, all palpable affecta- 
tion is, in good society, deemed full as vulgar 
and as ridiculous, as it is in England ; while 
whatever strikes as original or naive, in the 
manner of the women of other countries, ob-.^ 
tains the tribute of unqualified and liberal 
approbation. 

Female education appeared to me much 
less systematic, and less professional, than with 
us ; attended with infinitely less labour, and 
less pursued for purposes of exhibition. 
Music seems an acquirement, adopted only 
by natural taste and superior talent. It 
makes no indispemible branch of education; 
and its theory is even sometimes studied, 
where its practice is neglected. While pre- 
tension is thus universally discountenanced, 
the unsuspecting visitor, who enters the 
salon, in search of the higher enjoyments of 
social intercourse, is never taken in, by a 
series, of early preludes, and ** useful grotrnds,' 
.performed by amateur debutantes i nor is a 
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feigned admiration volunteered or extorted, 
with all the corollary observations on new 
systems, or the merit and qualifications of 
the Various fashionable and rival professors 
of the day. I did not indeed hear much 
amateur music in Paris ; but what I did hear, 
was exquisite and finished. One of the finest 
performers on the piano-forte, in Europe, is 
a young French lady of fashion, now resident 
in Paris, the charm of every circle, the soul 
of every society, in which she appears ; and 
yet 1 believe there are few, who would forego 
her conversation, for her music; or who 
would not find her wit and pleasantry " still 
sweeter than her song^* 

Among the arts most pursued in the range! 
of female education, painting seems the most 
prevalent. It is cultivated by women. of the 
first rank with great success.f The liberal 

* Mademoiselle d'Alpay, the young and devoted friend 
and companion of the Princess de Craon ; known to some 
of the first persons in England, by the exertion of her ta« 
lent and virtues, during a painful emigration. 

f It is impossible to touch on the subject of female ac- 
complishments, in France, without noticing the three 
charming daughters of the late celebrated M. d'Esminard. 
These very young ladies speak French, English, and Spa* 

Y 2 
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and splendid exhibitions of the best efforts of 
the greatest masters, both of the modern and 
ancient schools, which, until within the last 
two years, were open to the French public, 
afforded unparalleled opportunities for the 
cultivation of taste and the formation of 
judgment ; and native talent was called forth 
and assisted by the multiplicity of models 
and the facility of pursuit, which every where 
presented themselves. 

Still, however^ in France, as every where, 
the arts are most indebted to those, who live 
hy professing them^ The best music is to be 
had, for money : the best pictures are those^ 
which may be bought: and the universal pas* 
*ion of the nation for intellectual and literary 
pursuit^ directs the views of female education 
more particularly to the cultivation of mind, 

nUh, with equal elegance and fluency, and are first-rate 
musicians. Mad. Inisr d'Esminard, notwithstanding her 
extreme youth, has already obtained some celebrity for her 
exquisite talents in miniature-painting, and ranks high 
among the distinguished pupils of her master, Isabey. By 
the recent changes in the government, the members of this 
most accomplished family have suffered much in their cir- 
cutnstances, and the daughter of ah ex-minister now seekft 
resources of subsistence in a talent acquired from taste; iEbr 
the purposes 6f amusement. ^ . ^ ' 
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than to the imitative talents, Reading and 
conversation are their resource and their 
habit ; and if they furnish society with fewer 
pretending and inferior artists, they enrich 
it with a proportionate number of well-in* 
formed and elegant gentlewomen. 

It was observed by the patriarch of Terney^ 
in one of his cynical jits ^ that ^^ les Parisi&ns 
parlent bien leur langucy parce quails fCen savent 
point dtautresy If he had said, ^^ parlent point 
d'autreSy^' the observation would be better 
applied to the French of the present day. 
The French organ seems to lend itself with 
great difficuHy to the formation of sounds^ 
not strictly vernacular. I scarcely knew a 
woman in Paris, who did not read English, 
w^ho had not read all our classical authors ; 
yet I knew but three, who could speak it to 
be^ understood ; and two of those ladies had 
been in England. 

' To undenstand, how totally different the 
rythmus of ^a language is from itsr appearance 
to t^ eye, it is neeesisary to hear it spoMen 
by a^foreigner, who never heard it pronounced 
by oJ^iers. The efforts occasionally made by 
sower of my fair Parisian friends^ to address 
me in English, resembled very iqjucU the 4t*» 
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tempts at enunciation of the pupils of the 
Abb6 Sicard> in bis seminary for the dumb 
and d^. The words seemed bolted out, after 
a little convulsive struggle in the throat, as 
Harlequin is made to articulate, in the Italian 
comedy, by a violent thump given him on 
the back. A very pleasant person, after an 
in^ffeqtiial contest with some guttural sounds 
of th and p^, exclaimed : " -4 A ! ma chtre, c*est 
inutile;, ce vilain Anglais me reste toujour s au 
gosier^*'* 

I never, howevei:, found myself inclined 
to smile at their difficulties and their mis- 
takes, that ,their own polite and kind indul- 
gence, to the ludicrous errors, which they 
hear every day made in their own polished 
language, did not give me some very com- 
punctious, "visitings of conscienpe.'* The 
pains, indeed, they take to translate ^Jh^ 
reigner to himself; to clear up the confusion 
of his ideasp in the entanglement bet^ween 
two languages, are equally indefig^tigable aqd 
amiable; and they have a p^culi^r.exjperjt-* 



• I have often becin much amused, bv hearipg French 
ladies discuss the merits of the style of Kbbfertion^ ^HtiTriej 
Gibbon; atiid<Jt>hn$on. 1 • ' ^ .li :/.;... *;; lit: 
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ness at this sort of verbal coris truing, which 
places their habitual good-*nature in strong r 
relief, I remember a friend of mine explain-- 
ing to the celebrated Mad. de V^**te, the. 
influence which the voice of the law in En^ 
land held over the people; which,, he ob-- 
served, was sure to enforce obedience ^vetif 
to its most inferior officers. To illui^trate 
this position, he chose a riotous assemblage 
of the lower orders, suddenly dispersed by^ 
the constable of the parish. ** Oui^ madamcy^ 
he repeated, ^' dispersi par le conrUtabk^'^ 

The good sense of Mad. de V seemed 

rather to revolt at the connitable' s interfering 
upon such occasions ; and she began to sound 
the mistake by, " Comment done, monsieur^ 
vous avez aussi un grand connitable ? Vous avet 
done aussi vos Annes de Montmorenci ?^* My 
En£;lish friend, provoked at her dulness, en-» 
deavoured to explain to her, that nothiilg 
could be less like the great Anne de Montmo- 
renci, than the worthy compeers of Monsieur 
Townsend and Co, ^* Enfin, madame/' he 
add^d, '* un high constable, c'est un ajfguazil,** 
^^ Ah, seigneur dieu! monwMr,'^ replied Mad, 
de V-— ^, ^^ qu^est'-ce que vous venez done A me 
dire? Vous qwi des Alguazils U^-^vous autrei 
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Jien ripublicainB P^ My Ei>glish frie^nd was 
now completely posed, until Mad. de V — - 
undertook to translate for him, and With the 
custoiilary '' tenez^ vous alkz voir*^ found a 
parallel for the grands constables of England, 
in soiiie of the subaltern departments of the 
French police. 

It is a very singular circumstance, that the 
return of the French emigrants from England, 
after a twfenty-five years* residence in that 
country, has absolutely added nothing to 
the stock of acquirements, in the English 
language or literature. Of the ©umbers 
whom I met in society^ who had resided in 
]fcnglaild, I could tiever get one to speak to 
me in English, with the exception of the 
Prince Louis de la Trimouille, and the Prince 
de Beauveau. The usual reply was, upon 
all occasions, ** J^entends T Anglais^ mats je 
ne le park pas/' 

I was at court the night that Mrs. Gallitin, 
the American ambassadress, was presented 
to theDuchesse d'Angouleme, who addressed 
her in French. Being informed that Mrs, 
G. did not speak French, her royalhighness 
expressed her regret to Mr. Gallitin, that 
she could not address his lady in English, 39 
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$ke could not speak that language. Madaine 
d'Angouleme was received undeip the pro- 
tection of England, while yet almost a Child ^ 
and lived there twenty yea;rs. The emigrant 
ttobility, indeed, seem to have stopt short 
with English literature, as with every thing 
else, at the reign of Louis XIV. They still 
talk with delight of the ^' Seasons of Mon^ 
sieur Tonson*' and enquire with unabated 
friendship after *^ Monsieur Yang, et les 
ckarmdntes nmts'* A hundred times I hav^ 
been offered a pinch of snuff, and a short 
criticism together, on English poesy; be- 
gmning with, *' Ah, madame, veus amez dei 
pdetes cJiarmants, charmants / Voire Tonson, 
par €$emple ; tt vos romans, madame, voire 
** Betsi TatlesSy* mais c^est un bijou, que voire 
Betsi Tatless/ pour ne rien dire de h divine 
Clarisse.^^* 

Italian and German are nrore spoken in 
France than English, though not more read ; 

and all the continental languages indeed en- 

. > ■ ■ ■ , — • * ■ , , - ■ . . ■ t . ■ . .1 , . ,h 

^ I tried^ in vain, on rtsf retfum. to Englukd^ tx) pmcvm 
^' Betpey' Thoughtless/' die first genuine nevel^ I believe, 
^tten ia the English langtTage, that I might myself 
judge of the merits of a work^ sq highly estimated by some 
of my French fii^dls. 
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ter more into the system of education in 
France, since the revolution, than they ever 
did at any period before that event. The 
reason is obvious: France for a time held 
the same place in Europe, which Rome had 
once:held in the then known world, and per- 
sons of. all nations were found filling the 
public places, and congregations, in the pri- 
vate circles of its capital. 

It may be said of a French wpman> what 
the King of Prussia said of himself: " Lors^ 
queje suis bien comprimi,fai une ressource ad-- 
ndrahuy For the full development of the 
character and faculties, a Frenchwoman 
must be placed under the influence of cir- 
cumstances of great emergency. She makes 
a much better A^rome than ^ homewife, and 
is more adequate to encounter dangers and 
difficulties, which call for exertion, and bring 
great recompense^ than to meet the bustling 
duties. of eyery-day^-life, which require only 
small sacrifices, but demand perpetual efforts. 
There is a sort of real or affected helplessness 
about French women, of the. higher classes, 
which renders them very dependant upon 
their domestics ; and ^^Jemn^e^de-chambrey pr 
maitre-^d'hStel, has the same superintendence 
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in a Frenclr family, as in England would 
devolve on its mistress, except she was of the 
very highest. class> arid at the head of an 
establishment, quite unknown in France. 
No woman of the lowest description med-^ 
dies with the mysteries of dress«-making : 
their needle- work is all ornamental; and I 
have overheard coarse, vulgar persons in 
shops and public places talk of their coutu* 
rieresy' their marchandes de modeSy and their 
femmesnie^chambre, who had themselves by 
no means so respectable an appearancp, as a 
second-rate housemaid in the family o£* an 
English gentleman. 

The ability and shrewdness of a Frferich-* 
woman,, of condition, seem indeed confined 
to the penetration of charttcter, the dete-^ 
iopment of passions, and to subjects of taste 
and abstraction. She rarely appliei^ the full 
force of her powers to the coarser business of 
life. She is unequal to those economical 
calculations, by which English thrift ba- 
lances jsfieains, and regulates, expenses. In 
the i di^tributioti of pe(»ini$try matters, the 
yeffime.commqil/aut^ the woman of fashion, is^ 
^epcirally s|ie^king, an amiable, but thought- 
kW;ChiW4 o^fee?gi^ti|iies her feelings aQd;lj<jif 
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propensltiBs with careless promptitude, gives 
her mofxey to the relief of misery, or to the 
demands of her milliner, with unreflecting 
readtncBs ; and lays out her income in dress 
and charity, trinkets and amusements, with 
prodigal simplicity. I never heard a French 
woman say any thing was dear ; and when 1 
have often thought to astonish thera, by the 
exorbitant chargef^ of a tradesman, who I 
supposed had made me pay *^ &n dame An-* 
glaise/* they hare always reassured me with 
^ mais^ ce vf est pas cherJ^ 

Among the middle classes, however, and 
most particularly among that large class of 
well-born persons, whom a long train xd po- 
litical vicissitudes have practised in all the 
extremes of wealth and of indigence, I am 
told the most rigid economy is united to 
that deciency of appearance, which almost 
amounts to elegance; By this sawir /aire of 
the female heads of fomilies, many are com*<- 
fortably supported in Paris, and are enabled 
to enjoy tlte society of a select cirek, on an 
income, which would scarcely maintain an 
individual, in a country tbwfe in England. 

Meonomy, thus' thoroughly un4ei?$tood, is 
stiil^ further pyofmbleil by J:b« ^onsolidaftioii 
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of femilies : for tlie breaking up and dividing 
the common resources^ ^y a multiplic^iCMOi 
of separate establifihrnants, is an event of very 
consicterable rarity. This blessed union of 
hmHy interests and of family affections^ it hich 
uhites sp many generations under obe : roof^ 
and blends the views of the. aged and tbft 
youngs is one of the happiest aspectB^ ia 
which the character and habits of the natUiit 
present themselves. The churlish sioparatioti 
of interests, which with us so soon loosens the 
ties of parental and filial tehderriess, wliich 
makes the aspiring son pant for that majo- 
rity, Mfhich gives him an independent esta- 
blishment, a£Ld renders the zealous father tlite 
suspicious tenant of his impatkht heir^ is 
wholly unknown in France. Thfeir domestic 
life is purely patriarchal ; every family con- 
sists of tbree^pr four generations,^ all gathered 
imder the same roof> ali assembling .at the 
iariie hearth, and ranging round the same 
table,. : Tliat cheer iness of spirit, thgct eVeih 
flow of temper, w;hich ^' pper^ in each hmrt 
u Uttk heat^eny' preservi^s aa haiuaiony and 
order in the sbciiil government of every i^t^** 
nage, which the morbid humours and bilious 
affections, engendered by less genial climes 
and temperaments, so frequently disturb. 
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Among the many charming family pictur^^^ 
which so often gmtified my heart aiid ima-^ 
gination, by the exhibition of united affec-^ 
tions/ may I be permitted to select one, 
iirhich, for its brilliancy and beauty^ might 
claim that preference, which/ my gratitude 
fop attentiotis received from all its members 
Unreflectingly gives. I mean the family of 
the Prince i de Beauveau.* Interesting by 
its historical relations, but doubly interests 

. 1^,'T^e f^ilycle .Beauveia ifr one of the most ianciefti 
hpuse? of Lorrainp, and they are princes of the empire. 
The uncle of the present prince was the celebrated minister 
of Louis XV, ; 'his maternal uncle, the no less celebrated 
Chevalier de Boaffl^i^ the author of the lelters from Svirit« 
s»rlanii|.and.t)ie tnfwii chiri of Voltaire. The Prmcesse 
de Beauvieau, pne of th^ most amiable women in France, 
is daughter to the Duke de Mortemart. Their eldest son, 
prince Charles, is united to the sister of the Duke de 
Choiseul Praslin, and bo-heiress to the weakh of that rich 
and^illu8ti;iati8fiimily» Their second son, Prince .Edmond 
de Beauveau, who, with his brother, attained at a very 
early age to high military distinction, is at once a fail*, 
and a splendid image of the youth of France, gallant, spi* 
rited, and impetuous, inheriting ^ Pespritde Martemarif^^ 
as his maternal binh-rij^t, with soinQ^ of. the rbmantk 
tiafis and arch humoiur, which disjtiiifiuiihed ibe youdi of 
the author of the. " Reine de Golconde*** The young 
ladies,^ Natalie and Gabrielle de Beauveau, are, accord* 
ing to the standard of English Caste, the loveliest persons 
in Farid. 
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ing by its present position^ and by combiii-^ 
ing, in its group of four generations, all that 
is venerable in age, respectable in maturity, 
lovely in youth, and charming in infancy. 

It is a most gracious sight to behold these 
little patriarchal circles always united, al- 
ways together, enjoying the delicious fresh- 
ness of the summer evenings, in all the pub- 
lic gardens of Paris. The grand-^children; 
and sometimes the great grand-children, at- 
tended by their '^ bonnes '' lead the van, with 
their light, bounding steps, and playful gam- 
bols ; '^ les chers parens,^* as they are usually 
called, follow, and It ban papa et la bonne 
mamma bring up the rear, with well- sus- 
tained gravity. Chairs are hired, or seats 
are taken immediately, for the elders ; while 
the younger party are permitted, under the 
vigilant eye of la boune^ to skip their ropes, 
or dance their " rondel;*' to form bdliow 
squares, or to mount guard (for all the boys 
are military ;) while " les petites marchandeSy' 
or petttes bouquetieres with well-taught insi- 
nuation of manner, offer to ** mes aimables 
demoiselles,'^ or *^ beaux jetmes messieurs,'* their 
cofifiture^ and nosegays, for a remunera*^ 
tion, left to the generosity of the young pur- 
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chasers ; with the usual observation of ma</e- 
moiselle a lajigure irop atmabhy pour gueje n€ 
me^rois pas d sa gSnirosiU^ 

The femme^de^chambre is at this moment 
the same familiar^ shrewd, important^ and 
ostensible person, in a French family, as she 
appiears in the Toinettes and Dorines^ the in^ 
imi table suivantes of Moliere. Sometimes the 
director-general of the establishment, she h 
always the cabinet-mijiister of her lady ; who 
generally brings her into. the family, on the 
wedding-day, and she is not unfrequently the 
only female servant in the house. 

As it is less the fashion with French ladies 
to ** courir les boutiques J^^ than it is with Eng- 
lish ladies " to shopy^ almost all purchases 
are inade by tht femme-^de-chambrey except 
matters of mere taste or fancy. And I have 
generally heard it observed, by women of my 
acquaintance, that the attachment and fide* 
lity of these persons rendered them perfectly 
worthy of the trust reposed in them. 

The suivante of the young married lady,, 
frequently becomes in time la bonne, o£ the 
matron ; and to her care the children are en- 
trusted ; even the first rudiments of their 
education are committed. La bomne is dt 
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charmu^ character^ peculiar to France; 
sotnetiling between the Grecian nurse and the 
SpanisAi dtieiina ; « witji all the affectionate 
devotion of the one^ and all the official dig* 
fiity of the other. Respected by the serrants, 
belored bf the children, and treated with 
eomideration by her employers, la bonne 
generally reimins in the family, a^ter her 
young charge is coDeigned to the caore of su^ 
perk>r inatnictars.* Voltaire is said to hare 
stibmiited to tbe jurisdictioo of hi& bdnne, at 
the nvoment ttiit he exercised an absolute 
fttttbority o¥er the opkricna of mon: than oixe 
half of literary Europe. 

In one of the mamy ddightful cdnvensa^ 
tions I had with Madame la Marquise deVi^* 
lette^ on the subject of Vo^ltaktf^ hsr adoipteil 
father, she related td me subm pkasanefc 
anecdotes of the inftuence which £ari«r^, or, 
as he called her, Baku,^ his aiwient bonne, htML 



I <iuin mimMm^mi/H^mk* 



* The estabfishmeiit of a Frencl family of rank BAdt jfbr« 
tnne g^nenraHy conrntd of a fetnm&^ils^hambretakAfemme*^ 
de-charge^ a maitre d* hotels and 'oak^-de^hiimbre ; vmk 
laqaaid oif £K>tmeny one of ^om is the frMeUTy (the- fond 
de la maison) performing all the offices of a houae*niaid ' 
with us. To these are added the chef^de^sine^ and gat* 

VOL. I. 2 
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over him.' Barbara was an old Savoyard, 
peevish, irritable, and presuming; but de^ 
voted to her illustrious charge, and watching 
with niaternal solicitude over those infirmi-? 
ties of his iage, which her own was exempt 
from. '' One day/' said Mad. de Vilette, 
"during my residence at Feniey, while I 
was making my toilette, I was startled by 
the violent ringing of Voltaire's bell: . I flew 
to his apartment, while Barbara (whoalways 
sat. in his anti^chamber) hobbled after me^ 
' Je. Sonne \mon agonie /' vociferated Voltaire, 
as we entered together. ^ Je me mewe^^^ 
he then explained to us, that he had drank 
a cup of rose water by mistake,:andwa# al- 
most poisoned. * Comment. donc.P eicClaiiQ- 
ed the provoked Barbara, released fronpt heij 
fears, and restored to her ill-temper. 

'\Comment. done/ II f out itre la ^ite:des. 
betes y, pour ^aire tme telle sotthe,.' . ; 

'" Bkcy ou non,' replied Voltaire, with the 
subdued tone of a chided school-boy; \M 
n'est guerre plaisunt d'itre empoisonne meme. 
par Vesprit de rose /'- 

/Moliere had aho his bontie, wttdBabeir 
g.nd la For^t, belong as much to posterity, 
as the illustrious geniuses, whom they had the 

:. .1 ,.: '7 
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honour to serve, in the responsible character 
oi** la bonne r* 

The state of domestic servitude in France/ 
has^ ' from the earliest times, evinced the 
inl^rently amiable ahd mild disposition of 
the people ; a disposition which alone ame-' 
liorated and rendered durable the severity of 
the feudal system. The term domestique 
rarely carried with it any sense of degrada- 
tion. In the days of Charlemagne, many of 
the great officers of the crown bore the same 
epithet as the domestic servants of the court.= 
The ancient nobility placed their children in 
a sort of domestic servitude in the families of 
noblemen, more opulent and more powerful 
than themselves. Bayard, the " chevalier 
sanstache et sans pew,** was conducted, while 
yet a boy, by bis father, to the castle of his 
rich and powerful uncle the bishop of Greno- 
ble, to enroll him ainong the youth of the 
prelate's establishment; when, after mass, 
" On le mit d table, oti, derechef chacun Jit trif 
bonne chire, et y servoit k bon chevalier, tant 
sagement et honnitement, que tout le monde en 
disoit du bien." The young Bayard soon 
learnt the graces of his office, with all the 
address of the young Cyrus; and when the 
z 2 
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Pukie !of Savoy c^me fto dinj)^r at t^ bif* 
shop's, " Bayard,** says Theodorg QaclfFoy, 

It is nQt v§ry long sipqe the Di|C clfi 
5puill(^ns* pai4 %g the No^illejii a pension, 
" ffffce g^'elIe 4(pf.f /flf r^ggmpenge dps serpicps 
4pmpftiq^ej rpt^du,^ g^r UH Nffaiiffs 4 la mttisou 
deft^renne;" s^ijd Ltouis 3^|V, tMh^ pf send*- 
i»g J^ '* grawl sp^gfte^r, qH^ ^t mon (iQ»eim 
tiqufy" ftti j^n ^fflbfi^ssy to th^ ?oip§. 

14o4pm s^rvitpde in Fmpp^, |e^ Signified 
a<i4 F^pect^]3le th^n in more ppmitjve tiin^^, 
i^ ^(ill spftep^f) hy iipany inijulg^qcea, ^^ 
Bqnd^yf;d jpnQfp toleF^\)le> liy t^e wutiu^l good-r 
"frill i^hich Tisually ^y^\^\B^ |:t^t^^^ the master 
ai}4 l^h^, domestic. T^ h^a|tl) ^mJ coto.- 
%fe ^ t|if5 s.ef yaptsi iq Fr^p^e %ie ipuch mor^ 
a^tPq^e^ tq th?rti iq any pJirt of Q^-pat ]8ritai% 
TJ^^y ^re nftt <?Wfi«f 4, tlv^ grea^f *: pq^tion qC 
t|i^, day, under gro^n^l? ip ujivphql^a^m i^uulft,^ 
dignified by t|ae i^me ojf j^itc|R?n ap4 QflBces* 

* A ogp/s^f^ W^^^ ^o^. th^^ Wm X«a». *>a«k §1 
Parisp Mons, G — :-e, a private gentleman, dressed hia 
servants in the ^me livery as the Duke de Yillerois. I^e 
duke took exception to it. Mons. G — -^e told him, that 
the lively vcas his qaRn^aadliiat the YiUwiqi^ hadfcHmevlf 
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The French ojid^ H ofi the gt'€mtid*^66tf &fi 
frequently, evefry Hage hs(& it* little kit^lifttlr, 
5<^bere the chef^de-^euisitie kn& thegtff^oA^cf* 
jict only inhabit J all the rest of the ddine4«* 
tics occupy the dnti-'foim, which is td6 iV6a# 
the apartment of the supefiot of the? fartaily, 
to admit of boisterous mitth, (ft Coarse im- 
propriety. 

This chamber, geftc*a?Iy sp&<iiofrs, hoki 
into the <iouft-yar<}, and is Simply ftirHJshiftd 
with necessary accOttinio'datidns; its sfdtie is 
the Joj/er of domestic sociality in wint6#, titd 
in summer the bp^n wiftd^ows" jbre eqcfaFfy at- 
tractive. Here the femme-^de^ehambfe, zWiifi 
seated at htfr wotfe-lfabte, giftnees he^ shre#<f 
Icfok, from under the eye, a* tAe gued« Whtf 
passes cfn td theapacrtmetrt df her Tady :' heW 
tfttf moHte d*Mtet looks 6r6t ftis stccotfAtiP^ 
and the •oateUde-didti^re reads^ his' tftftttP, dv 
his platy, ready td perform hi* offi^ee oigtdtfni 
6f the chambet * whild the mofe btfetlitfg/fd/- 
ietir, who- in the dveniflg assists" As /i«^Mtt«, &t 
fbotman, is etfgaged* in att* Uie Bcti'^e sefvidef 
«f the house d\irhig the dsy. Here too ate 
received all the servants Who- may aiTiVe wi*fc 
the carria^s df the- gtiest* ;' fdf the' lady aritf 
her fbdtman' walk op together;; and eatbbawte 
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an equally comfortable apartment to receive 
them. A poor gentleman in boots, or a 
prince covered with all the insignia of rank 
and royalty, seem to excite the same sensa- 
tion in the anti-room. The servients all 
keep their seats, and no one attempts to rise 
at the entrance of the most distinguished 
guest, but the maitre d*h6tel or valet, who is 
to throw open les grands battans, with a 
theatrical air, and announce, with a most 
stentorial voice, the rank and name of the 
stranger. 

. There is no contrast more shocking and 
violent, in English society, than that pre- 
sented by thesituatipn of master and servants 
during the hours of social intercourse of 
fashionable London. For the one, the air is 
perfumed with roses, and the chill atmosphere 
of winter expelled by every artificial contri- 
vance ; and comfort, enjoyment, and accom- 
modation are studiously accumulated. For 
the other, all is hardship, f^uffering, and 
endurance. Exposed for hours to all the 
inclemency of the season, in listless idleness^ 
or in vicious excess (the necessary and in- 
evitable alleviation of their degraded situa- 
ti<Hi), this large and useless class of personis 
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gratify . the : ostentation, of their masters, at 
the expense of health, and of every better 
feeUng and higher consideration. 
. In Prance, the health, comfort, and morals 
of the servants gain by an arrangement, which 
good taste, and; good feeling, seem alike to 
have . instituted. When the guests of the 
evening, assembly arrive at the porte^ochire^ 
the .porter assigns a place, either in a vacant 
remise^ or. in the court-yard, for the carriage 
aud horses, which, generally sheltered from 
the weather, and shut up under the caire of 
|:he porter, leave no further anxiety on the 
minds of the masters or servants, who usually: 
ascend together the vast open staircase. 
While the former pass on to the salon, the tat- 
ter join the circle of seconds-hand high Ufe^in 
the anti-room, which, well lighted and well- 
warmed, generally presents a card- table, 
where some round game is playing. Or, 
perhaps, little groups assemble^ while jsome 
one reads alpud the journals of the day, or 
SQme novels tale» or vaudeville ; for every body 
reads in Paris, and the servants are neither 
last. nor least among the studious.* 



■ W^iW ^ ilil ? ■ 



* ' Passing through^ the anti-room^ at Mad. De Briehe's, 
one Sunday evening, I y^MS accidentally detained there for 
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I belieri^^ indeed, it is peculiar to France, 
that there exists in it a branch of literature, 
which, if not very extensive/is solely appro* 
priated to the use and benefit of senrants. 
^^ J^ vrai rigim€ du gauveniement des Bergcr$ 
et d€$ Berg4res^'' by Le ban Berger, is a very 
tociept production, applicable to the rustic . 
nUnagf* ^' Le par fait coehw,'^ supposed to 
Itave been written by the Duke de Nevers ; 
^' VAuteur laquais ;'' ^^ Lame de Jasmm^ h 
hm laqum ;" *' La mai$(m rigUe ;*' *^ L€$ De- 
vairs g^ndreus des domestiques de Vun et Pautre 
$efe wvers Dieu, et leur maitres et mtUtresses, 
par un dom^^tique \^' and *^ Le moyen ie 
former un ban domestique/* are all works of 
great utility, written with appropriate sim- 
plicity ; and making but a small part of the 
domestic Ubraryt 



a few minutes; dviring; which time 1 counted thirty 
senrants engaged in playing round game?. Among th6 
showy Fr^ich liveries, f perceived the liveries of the 
Haidwi^k fiamly, of the Brilkh ambaasador'a^ and those of 
^Pfie p<,h^r diBtiiiguished Bvi^iph ftxniliill* Thf Eogtidl 
footmen seen^^d to assipiilatf v^ry rea4ily with French 
modes, and doubtless thought this a pleasanter mode of 
pesmig their time, than waiting in the struts, or even 
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I WM one day walking on the quai Voltaire, 
followed by our laquais de plac^^ when he 
suddenly stept up to Uae, and, pointing to a 
bookseller's shop, ^^ Au grand Voltaire,'^ he 
Qb«arved ; ^* Voiid, Madame, une maison cm^ 
wcr&e au gink C There died Voltaire--- •in 
that apartment with the shatters closed. 
" There/' he added, emphatically^ ^^ died 
ihejirst of bur great men ; perhaps also the 
iastJ' 

Upon all occasions, indeed/ this intelligent 
attendant exhibited it knowledge of French 
literature, which, from a discovery he once 
incidentally made^ appeared to me the more 
surprising. 

I was one morning writing a tiote to the 
Baron Denon, and being a little doubtful c^ 
the purity of my French, I was reading aloud 
my billet to my husband^ for the benefit of 
hia grammatical experience ; when our valet, 
Charles^ who was arranging some fldwers in 
the room, paused in his work to listen to me. 
Before I had got half through my note, he 
interrupted me with, '^ Miile pardons, mais^'-'' 
Madame-"'^^' and he hesitated- ^^ This is not 
Frenchi then/' I observed : " is it not so^ 
Charles ?" ^' Mais, oui, Msdame, c^Ht Fra»^ 
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^aise si vous voulez; mats ce n'est par pur^ et 
puis, pour Je style g^est froid/' 
: ** As for instance, Charles ?'^ 

^^ Eh bien, madame, par exempie, you begin 
by saying, i/ou regret that you cannot have 
the pleasure, &c« &c. and you should say, 
"jc suis au digespoir.'^ 

, I proposed to Charles to write the letter 
himself, and that I would copy it. 

'* You may write it, at my dictation^ if 
you please, a»i/ai^tV^ said Charles, "but for 
reading and writing,*' he added, " voilA une 
branch^ de man iducation, qu^on a taut a fait 
negligee.'' . 

The note, as dictated by Charles, was sent 
to Mons. Denon, and I believe hold? a place 
among the other curiosities of his collection. 
. The circumstance of this iliiterate Hteratus 
quoting^ iand occasionally attuding, to works 
of celebrity,^ notwithstanding his having 
neglected ih& more vulgar attainment of 
reading .and writings induced me to make 



• Speaking of La Belle LimonadUre of the Palais* 
jRoyal, Charles applied to her a line from Moliere : *' Elle 
ouvreune grande bouthe^ pour ne'ritn dire,^'' adding ^' car 
tUeesUauisi Mfc que bdlfe.'! 
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^ome inquiry as to his mode of study. 
Charles informed me that it was usual for 
the lower classes^ in his quartier, to assemble 
at each other's doors in the summer's even- 
ings, for the purpose of listening to some 
'' lecture'^ All who could read, took the 
book in turn; and those who could not, 
listened, marked, learned, and inwardly 
digested. 

The number, however, who cannot in turn 
contribute to the instruction of their friends, 
is very small. Nothing is more usual than to 
see the hackney-coachmen reading on their 
stands, and even the ^^ commissionnaires/' and 
the porteurs d^eau^ drawing a duodecimo from 
their pockets, and perusing it with the most 
profound attention, in the intervals of their 
labour. It is impossible to visit *' ies Hai- 
le$;^ the Parnassus of the comic Vad6e, 
without being struck with the naarket5 open- 
ed equally for poetry and potatoes^ for phi- 
losophy and fish, for herbs and history. 
There the cries of ^^ Haricots verts y^^ iind 
" voyeZy voyeZy monsieur, des maqueraux frais,^ 
are mingled with •' ^ooila les fables de la Fon- 
taine ^ voilcL le T^lemaque de Fenelon / voild les 
contes de Mons. de Voltaire !'* Food for the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S48 SOCIETY. 

mind and for the body is here himght with 
equal facility, and both are adapted to the 
means of the humble purchasers; for it is 
certain that these hawkers would not carry 
their classical ware to the haunts of the 
lowly and the vulgar, if they did not find a 
ready market even among fish-wives and 
marchandes des herbes. 

The benevolent Mons. Chamoussdt, the 
Howard of France, projected a society for 
servants so early as in 1754, under the name 
of " V 4tahlmement pour les: domestiquM ftia^ 
lades, et Vasyle ponr leg servantes kot^ de can» 
dition.'^* Other similar estaWishiflents have 
arisen since the revolution, to improve their 
condition, and to provide against the ine- 
vitable evils of age and infirmity. 

There is no class, in Prance, wfiose m^n^ 
ners so strongly retain the marks of the 
shoirt-lived day of '' liberty and equality,^ 
as the domestic servants. There is indeed a 

certain line of deference and respect which 

' -I - - - ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . 

* <^ On cont€y^ 8a]fB the Abb^ Grq^ptre i» his eauteHent 
work, " De la domestkitiy'^ &c- " actueUement dans la 
Ci^itale quatre vingts corponUians de ce genre^ qui cw 
hrassent au mains six mille families^ ce qui ks parte d 
ricanomSe^ uux bonnes ctuweti iPmsisksnce rieiprafUe.** 
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th«y never pas»; but within that boundaiy, 
they ar? communicativet easy, and almost 
fiwniliar, and with their roasters, as with 
their friends, they consult, advise, forewarn, 
condole 9Jid rejoice, with undisguised syin« 
pathy and interest; I have frequently no- 
ticed, in the first houses, a servant tap his 
master Qp the shoulder, to direct his atten- 
tipn to .wflje guest who «tPod in need of it. It 
WQuld be there quite unnecesaary to make 
e^^ception for a iieens§d risibility^ in favour of 
•' q14 Grom^, in the gun^room/^ as Diggory 
dqe* with Mt Hardcastle* A French la^* 
quais feels the merit of a good story, to the 
fuU as much as his master ; and is almost as 
audible, in testifying his approbation. I 
h^ve SQnietinie» s^n the servants almoit 
convulsed with laughter> at the pleasantries 
aqd humQurou.»gibcMrk8 that circulated amoo^ 
the guests, upon whom they were attrading. 

The famiUarity and infliience of the* ser« 
yant.^ at a certain period of apcieky, inFi^noci,. 
tlieir acuteness^dexkerity , andjii*n(9tri;^,.fi)irmshed . 
the old dramatic poetsand novel writers with 
their leading characters and plots. Ani 
^ho^gh th^ general diffiMton ^f knowledge^ 
9(}ctipek^ttH oi tittfi> awil inproveweot €i 
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morals^ must naturally lessen the influence 
of low cunnings and dispense with the 
agency of unprincipled ability, still great 
quickness of perception, and shrewdness of 
observation, may be traced in the successors 
of the Scapinsi the Mascarils, and Scagnarel- 
ks, of the older times. 

Shortly before I left Paris, a friend of 
mine told me that his vakt^de-chambre, one 
morning while dressing his hair, perceiving 
that he was reading La Bruy^re, observed, 
'^ Cet homme Id avait grande connoissance du 
aeur humain; mats il lui manqua une chose; 
c^est if avoir iU valet^de^chambre.^* 

In the curious epistolary correspondence, 
carried on for some time between Louis XV. 
and his friend, the Marechal Due de Riche- 
lieu, the king (always speaking of himself in 
the third person) communicates the follow-^ 
ing important decision— -*'Sa majestS a de- 
cidi f affaire des parasols; et la decision a iU\ 
que les dames et les duchesses pouvoient en 
avoir d la procession ; eh consequence elles en 
ont'' 

^ III a country^ where the despotic chief of 
the government thus interested himself in 
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the complexion of his subjects, stnd made 
the affair of the parasols an act of legislation^ 
the toilette could not fail to be an object of 
national attention ^ nor escape the inter-* 
ference of royal ordinances and legislative 
protection. 

Louis the XIV. the solemn Pope of all 
frivolities, presided with an infallibility of 
judgment never disputed, over the ward^ 
robes of his mistresses. He seldom failed to. 
attend the toilette of Madame de Maintenon, 
even when the graces had ceased to be the 
handmaid ; and it was in the dressing-room, 
of the dauphines, where Mad. de Maintenon 
officiated as Dame d* A tours, that the king 
irrecoverably lost his heart, subdued by the 
dexterity and grace with which she arrange. 
ed the tresses of the royal head. *' li est m- 
concevable'^ says that artful person, speak- 
ing of this circumstance, *' comme Part de 
bien peigner les cheveux, ail contribu d fnon. 
iievation!' ;; 

The toilette^ like the Aristolelian pbiloso-; 
phy , reigned absolute over public opinion in 
France. — ^From' its dogmas and doctrines; 
there was no appeal; and Buifon's maxim of^ 
'^ you may khdw a man by the sort of coat 
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he wears/' was- received itito gisDeral appji-** 
cation* Allt therefore^ who were not /' mi$ 
noblement et mec magnificence,'* decided at 
once tlieir own inferiority of qualification 
and Goiidition. 

Crebillon (himself a man of fashion^ 
makes much of the merits and sucoess of his 
heroes depead upon their being ^ vitmt smj^ 
rieurement, avec goUt et avtc nobk$$e.** In like 
manner^ his heroine becoiktes interesting^ ac« 
cording to the shades of her rouge> and me^ 
sistible from the air of ^^ tme co'efuH rdg^ 

When the virtuous Rotaod, the repabli«* 
can minister of Louis XVI. first appeared 
at the court of yersaiUes> the peculiar hoiBe«- 
liueaa of his toilette excited a universal sen« 
sation. In the sninds of those, who held 
their own existence from the observance o£ 
certain ^qtiettes, and who believed the 
safirty of the government woukl be esK 
dangered by their violation; the round hat^ 
aadthebladk shoe-strings €i£the new nsnoMb^r, 
awakened the most perfiact coiiseiottsoess Of 
his inability tcb fill the office he had obiaioeii 

* See Xdf l^aremsntM imctmr aicFefgrit. ^ 
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Monsieur de B * * , the master of the oem* 
taonm, the very '* glass of fusldmandmmU 
vff«rm" expressed his aiKKkty oa the «ub* 
ject to General Pttmourwr, vho wm presentt 
with ^* WMfez done, mon ami, pas mhta ds$ 
boucles dans ees souMers," 

^* Jh, Mpnsieur/'* e^^ctauQued Diimouiier, 
with weU-afiected gravity, shrugging hU 
shoulders, " tout eti perdu." 

Robespierre, during the n)Ost 4ftn^aaf3r 
period of his seigo, was distinguished by iJw 
delicate and affected rteehrch of biydroai; 
and a muslin waistcoat, lined with silj^ 
couleur de rose, and a 'Coat of " hleu le pjuf 
tendrey^ was the favourite ^ostuiuiP oi ii^m 
monster; who^ inaccessible to «very feeUng 
of humanity, still submitted to the influence 
of £aishion.. 

While modes have recently cbange^d ijd 
France, with govemmoits and iaatittttioiifl i 
while the tunic <^ Aspasia has succeeded -Co 
sacks and hoops^ and has beeji supersede/l \fx 
its turn * by ruffs aud fuihmgi^»} y^M» 

«qr Fjnencb ftiAfiAb iMud bt^ much amus^ fagr the^\i/^ 
^^ of ib^ir fomme^ieftAumtrefj or Owk ^Qu4«.Cfi^im[^ 
as to the important arrangements of the day. ^ rQtf^^ 
VOL. I. A a 
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ihexhignon d la SevigtU, or coeffure de Ninari, 
how triumph over /a tete d FAgrippina^ or 
the flowing tresses of the Venus Anadyomine; 
$till, under all changes and vicissitudes, the 
toilette has preserved its empire and its in- 
fluence unshaken and undiminished. 

The " cloud-cap t towers and gorgeous pa- 
laces'' have melted and dissolved away; the 
royalists have become rebels, courtiers turn- 
ed republicans, and coquettes become Ro- 
man matrons: — till the temple of fashion 
has kept its station of eminence unshaken ; 



coeffure madame a^Uelle choisie .* Veut^ellc Stre coeffie d la 
'Ninon fouhla Grec9 Madame est charmante a !a SevignS* 
'Et superbe a V AgrippinaJ*^ The humour of the fiiir per* 
sou occasionally decides her character and dress for the day, 
aad sends her ibrth amerce repuhlican^ with a Roman head ; 
or tL rot/aliste outricy *^frisei naturellement^ a la ^om* 
jpadourV* " I am very ill to-day/* said the excellent and 
aiHiable Empress Josephine (who, however, par fjarenthise^ 
^as to empress and a French woman) ; '^ give me a cap qui 
sent la petite santi.'*'* A cap of delicate health was present- 
ed to her. " Mais^ c^est trop malade! Votiscroyez donc^ que 
je vais moUrir ?" A head-dress of more healthy appearance 
was produced by the attendant. ^^ Encore donc^'' exclaim- 
ed the empress with a languid yawn, " -ootia me trouvei si 
fvhttste.^^ I had this anecdote from a person of rank, who 
was at this levee^ who admired her tirtuM^ and laughed at 
l&er caprices. 
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and it still finds its vestibule crowded with 
votaries, and its' altars smoking with frank- 
incense and myrrh. 

Napoleon, who scanned with a searching 
^e all that was strong ox feeble in the French 
character, turning it to the purposes of his 
own ambition ; made his due offering to the 
personal vanity of the French, by consulting 
with boundless profusion, and unequalled 
splendour, their taste for dress. The costume 
of his coronation and his court, the drape- 
ties of the state and of the corporate and le- 
gislative bodies, were all marked by a rich- 
ness and magnificence, unknown even in the 
most ostentatious days of France* Each 
order had its livery ; and the dress and the 
sentiment were frequently dictated by the 
same power; and were adopted with equal 
readiness and promptitude, at his commands 

Buonaparte, however, who protected the 
toilette with one hand, and the altar with 
the other, as equally eflScient agents in his 
views, was a mere Tartuffe himself in faith 
and finery; and secretly indiflferent to the 
external forms of both. His robe of a Aw!«- 
dred skins, and his golden toilette, which 
now obtains the admiration of foreign royalty, 

A a2 
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Ata gWitilifcs Iht turfosity of Eurb|>ft by iti 

all designed for the vulgar muitituik. Hfti 
plain "bhi^ Coat t»irf //fffe Aa*, strictly copied 
ft<6m the ii^s^m df hi[» idol King 6( t^rU«6tft, 



* This two-fold character of emperof and man was ex- 
tremely obvious to those who knew him well, tie Wkfe 
qwt* k diffef^A pertofiagfe 16 tlrfj few who hud ** kiftHt^ 
eiltri^f'* and die iteiiy who had oidy " lei gran^" Orle 
who always enjoyed the privrbge of the formec, «Ad who 
long lived with him in habits of intimaqr, told me that 
going Into liis apartment one afternoon, wlien he wais tit^ 
^4iie "vriih i!he yduhg i^iftptt^, he 'toiitiA hiifi mhi^ HfiA^ 
md ihkt hating kx>ked into the adjcniifig mitf^room fo ieo 
thalt all was demft, he turried to MonskKlr « • «, and skU^ 
^^Datisez^voiis encore?'^ ' * Mais o«i, tmtjours,^'^ was the reply : 
" aUonsdonCj'* said the fimperor, ^* iansonsV^ *^ // dansay^ 
ftkid Mond. ♦^*, " Wut (i ifdtefi^ fiidis de Wut s6n tteut."^ fliii 
esttrtotdklki^ ni4h e!iilict^ flke «i(X9t piV)ibtiad respect, ih 
publiC) admkled^ in piiTate, the most boundless familiarity, 
aiid thus frequently led those who were intimate with Uni 
to risk themselves beyond the boundary of propriety. 
' (jreMra! 'kapp w&s devotedly attached to 4he Emperor^ 
bbt e^trbthely eitrbl^ ki Us addre^ ftud cbnyersaticflfi ^ttk 
l^tiu Thfe Tetenta was standing one morn'mg in the aiiti*> 
room of NapoleOn^s pfivei^e apartment, when he perceivedL 
one of the gentlemen in waiting conducting a man of vei^ 
equivocal character into the hnperial cabinet. 'iTiis pef« 
iteh reniaiiled a 6oiiHider&S)le tilne cfoseted 1*iih thfe fJitt^ 
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supported in France, ** De, jmw /« JBw/* bf 
*f tl^ UT^ii^ an4 ift4«>k^le r^pyblic," and 
>y tik^ ^^r(^niw?«(:^ il»ip#»V(9," «Wgni in the 
pfe»^t QM>in§pt wjth »U it« amsifBt snpra- 
macy. Intimately ^naa^ted* «i i| OQif stfK 
l^ajpi to be vith Ugifintgcy^ in £ur4>p«, 
blending its interest, io Eogland, with those 
of ckw^h tm4 ft^te^ sMid Q(3cupyii)g the leisone 
hcMirs oi the m^jf^ty of ^pain,* it Miumes 
in Fmace the i^me form* influenqe, and ioii- 
portuned, M whea her kiogs pre»ided orer 
f9rtm€nfh§ll 6§mht, 4eteniu»$d, in toamoih 

peror. Rapp grew impatient, and anxious for the sfi^ty 
of Napoleon, repeatedly thrust his rough head in at th« 
floor ti> see whether aH ms right; and as saddenly with- 
dnm iU TV f Il8p»ci<)|i9 sfariMfger f4 ltt^ ^)^ his If^^fy 
an4]QLapp pbt^inetl hj? o^^^ip^pe, « Qufi (tiqbfe^'^ i^J^hm^ 
Buonaparte, as Rapp entere49 ^^ que diable voulez^vous 
dottCy en mettant votre tiie d la parte comme celaT^ 
^ 6*eH que je WenMai four <m|«9/- replied 9*PP> ^^ ^t 
plirhf^ jfPI^ ^ not l^pVj Mm^ the perim Fith irhoni y^u 
A^^ ^e^ xrif scf erf V 4 ir^^tor^ 9. f^^fK^^ P- m^dlff^ m m 
mptf c^est lilt C^brse, ^tVd /'' 

* The king of Spain embroiders with great elemhce. 
Hith^rte his weifcs have heeu confined to the iMeHU of ike 

¥frwi» M0tif9 "vbom \m \m ^iM^ w^mH/fA wifk w(M 
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on the re^instatement and restitution of a 
banished parasol. 

That ** Esprit de systSme ;^* that submis^ 
slon to rules and regulations to which the 
French seem to submit, from the necessity 
of giving ballast to their sail, by an artificial 
weight foreign to their own specific light- 
ness, is observed equally in the genius of 
their toilette, as in their poetry and their 
dramas. The regulated observances of both 
are never violated : both are equally deficient 
in imaginatipn, and both are cultivated iii 
despite of natural impediments. France has 
never been the land of poetry nor of beauty, 
and yet poetry is the passion^ and dress thp 
object of the nation. 

It is on this point that French women are 
most fallible, and lose all that is most in- 
teresting in their characters, or respectable 
in their conduct. Herie econojny pndg, and 
extravagance begins to know no bounds. 
Here all that is frivolous supersedes all 
that is essential ; and all that is light floats 
to the surface. The merits qf the divine 
cachemir; and the **joli mouchoir de, poche 
'brcdiy' rapidly succeed to financial discus- 
gjpns, and political arguments; and, ^^cow^ 
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bien de eachemires avet^vous^ mU chereV^ is a 
question, asked with more importance, and 
considered with more gravity, than would h^ 
given to the new political tracts of \i. M, 
Chateaubriand and Fieve, by the many fair 
disciples of those grand vizirs of uitra-states^ 
women. 

The elegant produce of the Indian loom i$ 
an indispensable object to every French wor 
man, and from the estimation it is held in, one 
would suppose there was " magic in the web 
of it." I shall never forget the mingled emo* 
tions of pity and amazement I excited, in 
one of my French friends, by assuring her> 
I never had been mistress of a cachemir. 

*f Ah/ seigneur Dieu, mais c^ast in^conccT 
vable, ma belky' and she added that I ought 
to buy one, with the produce of my next 
work. I replied : '* I had rather buy a little 
estate with it/' 

*' Ehy bien, ma chere,^* she answered quickly^ 
*^ un cachemir, c*€st une terre, n*est'^ce pas?'* , 

In fact, these valuable and expensive 
shawls generally do become heir^looms, in a 
French family. 

** Voild un trait de toilette pour vous, mon, 
et^mt^ said Mad- de Genlis to ..me oi^ft 
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mdmifig, to I ttkttnd her pMtty ftparttnent, 
lit h«r Cftnaelite cotiv^t, to which she has 
96tited* ^' Hett i» tl trait will amuse you ;" 
and ^he telated ttt oie the following anecs* 
ddte» 

• A iittte b^forfe I had paid my vifctt, a 
young gentleman had left this celebnilted 
lady, suddenly cured of a passion for a young 
i6Attk4 woman, against which Mod^ d6 
G^iiB had long and vainly pt^cbed. Sbt 
fM ai:gu^d the tiiatter with him moralhf, 
pradeHttally) seiitlm^tally * she had evett, 
lik« Mad» de8«Vign6 (in listening to her wtt's 
cxmieuktsm, re».pe«tlng yfVioM), tried to get in 
«* un piHt mot rf» Dieu :*' but it WoS all ifl 
Y«i6, until a 3kml ** peau di lapm'^ eifected 
Wbot the thatming eloquence of Had. de 
QeiAii Hiiled to produce, 
- H<i hskd the night before attended his **^kift 
helle*^ to a ball : she sent him to her car* 
rioge for her shawL He flew to be the bearer 
of the Mperhi tathemif, breathii^ it^ khidted 
fosesi ttut (death to eteiy finer foeling of 
Atshiohi tosl^, aMd «entimetit) the htqinua 
drew from the pocket of the. <0arriage»>^ 
tl^yrlpemda^apii^^/.* ** Pkit ^ fthheanavu 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



socibtf; S6l 

oent Iprer, t^est une affiarejme i Never can 

lm>€ and tahhit skim be associated in my iauu» 

gioation ; and believe, my dear madain^ ^U 

n\y a pas d' amour d tenir centre u» ^dkaliy peak 

de lapln /" 

The modem revoluttoiiaTy moucbeir dt 

feche bredi is a great refinement iipon tht 

ro^ddist pecktt^handkerchi^ of otber times. 

This elegant expensive little article is as ini* 

dispensable to a Parisiaa fine lady, as the ca^ 

^miri and its effects occasionally seem 

equal to that of the *' charmed faandkercfaief 

of Othello; which did 

^ An Egyptian to liii» mother giTS^ 
To make her amiable." 

A gentleman once accused my charaling 
friend^ Mad. la Comtesse d'H^^le, of imying 
no lace or embroidery on her handkerchief. 
iShe langhed at lus observation : '' You are 
in the vrong,^ he replmd^ ^ aar ii n'y a rkn^ 
qm mentt la tite d'un kamme, cemme k joU 
moucheir d^nnsjoiiefemme'^ 

Emery season has its peculiar iaw, it 
Fiajice^ and the ammai festiTsis of the chuFcfe 
iite «yt/evien mtne^ observed with more puce- 
tualjiQ^, tl»n the transition firom pomt to 
MMkva^ or from Valem^mnmei to iUeaddeJSs^ 
«M tbeir wspectiivc aeaMim 
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. ^^ Comment donc^ monsieur y'^ said ooe of the 
gentlemen of the court to Monsieur D*», 
looking at his ruflles ; ^' vous voila en pointy 
au mots de Mai /" 

•* C'est que je suis enrhume" was the ex-r 
*cuse for the heaviness of laoe^ which is strictly 
iij^ropriated to the winter season. 

From the Majesty of France down to the 
most insignificant of his subjects, every bride- 
groom in the kingdom presents the *' trous^ 
teau,'' or bridal wardrobe, to the fair object 
of his election ;, and I observed that I never 
entered the morning apartment (which con-^ 
sists of the bed-room and the boudpir\ of any 
young married woman, that the elegant cor^ 
jfeUie.snd sultane did not present themselves 
among its most splendid decorations. 

When the day of the royal nuptials of the 
Dqc and Duchesse de Berri approached, the 
xoyal trousseau appeared to me to have be- 
coQie an objeqt of national concern; at least 
to the court party. Wherever I went, I 
beard nothing but ^^ when is the trousseau to 
be seen? Inhere is the trousseau to l^e seen? 
-Have you got tickets fqr the trousseau P^ 
<8tc. &c. &c. Field^marshals talked of it ; imi-- 
aiistei^ discussed it; veterans guarded ^t ; poets 
sung it^ andjouroaliste eulogized it^ . Jt X9n 
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through all the alphabetical distinctions of 
^^ A was an apple pie;" and peen and depu^ 
ties, ordonnances and bugets, were forgotten 
in its discussions. 

The jfirst day. of its exhibition was reserved 
for the royal family, who found in this re« 
vived ceremony, in favour of caps and pet- 
ticoats, the return of that glorious reign, 
which so solemnly took cognizance of joara* 
mIs. The next day was for the couft and 
French nobility. The four following dajrs 
were given to the gratification of such of the 
public, as had influence or interest, to ob- 
tain ficA:^^^ of admission {com the Thuilleries; 
Of these, there was no lack ; as it was a sort 
of state policy to revive a taste for gauzes and 
flowers, and '* leather and prunella/' in a 
degenerated people, who for twenty years 
back had been formed 

^^ De se donner Vair d^ aimer sa patrity^ 
and to think as little of these important ac-^ 
cessories of legitimate power, as if their an- 
cestors had not bled at evert/ pore, to provide 
•them for the best dressed kingsin Europe. 

The population of Paris make the most 
accommodating arid the ci vilest crowd tif 
^ny metropolis in the ^orW. I never on 
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poy Kionman $air the Fpeaoh oluumetor jferfeit 
ito poUtoneiiS and iirb»Bity, but wu Um oeca^ 
piogi of the *' #ro«iffiHi/' There the imports 
ance of the object overcame all £Mnn& and 
6e«esio«ie»; and the tolfoits, the straggles, 
that agitated the crowds vhich £Ued the 
couf t*yaid of the paktis da mmm phmrtr 
oecMpied its Testabule, and cUmbed its greafc 
stairs ; the firigbtful pness ; the icresistiMe 
eriish; the interfeMnce of the generals,, too 
9A«n uaaTailiag ; the cries,, the <9»Bulatioo8« 
lUie prayers, the fieans, altogether r^demd 
the ^tmoce to the my^X trwwau one <tf the 
jnost awAil, «i well as tnoet dangerous acenea, 
I «rer witnessed, 

M, last> after fuU Aip^ i9ur§* effoits, and 
mvf^ sufierii^ from heat end apprehensinn 
tboo I ever endured, we passed this last fear^ 
rier (for there were fmtr to overcome, a|l 
guarded by mousguetairff, with tbdr bayo- 
nets fixed)« and aniyed at the palUfdium of the 
f oyal ioikttfi. A lonig suite o^ beautiful rooms 
wsxe ^lowa open, whose loft^ walls we^e 
thickly covered with robes of erery hue, tioil;* 
weba and te^cture, from the imperial drapery 
of comnatioo^spleiylour, to the fiv^ph 
jBghenie^haiubiR <4 Bfli^h lace iwd ISirHi^k 
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mmMi ffo«A th« diamond coronet to tfaa 
bmnM^^^tmH ^ while platforms or counten 
afurmuticTiii^ eadi toofat were guarded off 
fro>m the anhallDwed touch of plebeian co« 
rio^ty by »ilketi cords, and placed under 
tile iWrveiiidHM of the prists and prieBiesBeB 
of the toilette, in gtmd pon^Mh. These 
formed the sanctuary of all tt» miwfr attT»* 
butti of the voifal watdrobe. E-vety article 
of female dress^ from the most necessary to 
the most smperfinous, ivas hene arraaiged, 
not by ddt€n$i but by kundnds. Here qoeen- 
Sheba might have died <^ envy ,<— here the 
t4reasures of the ^^ forty thiev«$,'* or the ** cave 
cf Babu AbdtUla," were rivalled or surpassed, 
not only in sptendour but in quantity. The 
life of the old Countess of Dumond would 
have been too short, though spent in dress- 
ing, to exhaust stidi a wardrobe <as here pare*^' 
sCnted itself; mid if such was liie sumptuous 
provision to be made for the fotune dattgh^ 
ten of France, it may be truly said, that 
** Solomon, in all his gk>ry» wm not arajfed 
l^e one of the«e.** 

Among the spectators of thett feiry tre»* 
sures, I observed many of the new old 
French military. The erout de St. Loui$- 
sparkled on«veiy »ide> andaaabulating'ciii* 
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bohs vied with those which hung stationary 
on their silken lines. ^' Mais, c'est du dernier 
g6uf r *' c'est du dernier galant P* *' c'est 
superbe /*' *' c^est magnifique /*' was echoed 
from the lips of those^ who may be soon 
called on to give the wordof command^ whi^h 
is to succeed to the ^^ en avant'^ of a more 
energetic leader^ 

The triumjph evident in the looks of these 
** chevaliers de lu bonne cause /^ and of the 
dames who accompanied them^ as they sur*- 
veyed all the '* pomp and circumstance of 
glorious'^ <lress, was a proof how strongly it 
recalled to their memory or imagination that 
millennium^ for which they have so long 
sighed^ and now beheld fast arriving. This 
was going back at once to the halcyon day$ 
of Louis XIV. when more money was ex- 
pended in fitting out the trousseaux of the 
nieces of the king^s mistress, than would have 
pacified the murmurs of the famished people, 
who loaded the favourite with execration, 
and withdrew from the sovereign the title of 
*' GfiEAT/* which he had never truly merited, 
and which he long survived.^'* 



* The king was so liberal in his donations to Made* 
moiselle D'Aubign6| whea she married the Due de 
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While France, degraded by her actual 
position^ groans with iil-stifled- indignation, 
as she beholds herself in the thraldom of 
those powers she so lately held in subjection; 
while she i^ urged by her necessities to seek 
ber resources in foreign wealth, to pay the 
foreign troops^ under whose jurisdiction shtf 
exists, the policy may be questioned, as well as 
the taste, of thus exposing to the eye of a 
divided people proofs of such bouddlesf 
extravagance and idle vanity. 
• When the marriage of the future queen of 
England lately took place, no such insult was 
offered to the people. The idol and the hope 
of a free nation, her look of health and smile 
of joy were the sole exhibition it sought and 

Noaillea, that. even Mad. de Maintenon feared that " le 
peuple n*ait le droit de lui reprocher d'enricher ses niices 
an dipens de VintirSt public.*^ But when the Cardinal 
de Noailles wrote her word that the people cursed her^ she 
cooly replied, " S'il me maudit^ c'est qu^il ne me fonnait 
JJC5." The wedding presents of the king to the &TOurite 
niece, were the government of several provinces to her 
husband, a pension of two thousand crowns, as pocket- 
lAoney for herself, the same salary from the duchd de 
Burgundy, diamonds to the value of fifty thousand livres, 
and eight hundred thousand livres, as a pres<^nt lies ndces* 
, Shortly after these donations, Mad. de Maintenon observes, 
" // w*a pas un sous. Les moyens d^avoir de l^argent 
irriteht ; parce qu^ik soni tons violens.'^ 
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bailed with manly, heart-felt satisfaction. 
The people of England demand only in their 
legitimate rulers the accomplishmeDt of those 
promises, which obtained the throne for their 
femily, who were not legitimate ; and who* 
elected by ttie people, expelled from the 
nation the frivolous, bigoted, and oppressire 
race, rezAo were $o. For the rest, for *^ purph 
and gold ^ and ^ne li»en;'' for princely ward« 
robes, and royal toilettes, they have no re-* 
spect ; and, interested in concerns (^ dearer 
moment, they leave such *^ unsubstantial pa^ 
geants'' to the admiration of the waitings 
wom^i and vdltts^de-^chamhre of the royal 
household. Idle and degraded as the crowds, 
who darkened the courts and chambers of 
the Palais des menus plaisirs, during the 
exhibition of the Dutchess de Berri's toi- 
lette, must have appeared, in the eyes of 
strangers, and particularly of English stran^' 
gen, it may be said upon this occasion, as 
upon all others, which call the character of 
the French nation into question, that Paris 
has a population for ever^ thing :~*-for royal 
trousseaus, and free comtitutionsi and that, 
amidst the various^ motley groupings of its 
extensive society, will he found some of 
<< The brighieOf «p&aify JUlAiiMar j/^fMwfcJltrf.^! 
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Que Paris est chang6 ! les Yelches n'y sont plus ; 
Je n'entends plus siffler ces t€il£breux reptiles^ 
Les Tartuffes afireux^ les insolents Zoiles. 

Mes yeuz, aprte trente aos, n'ont vu qu'un peuple aimable, 
Instruit, mais indulgent, doux, yi£y et sociable. 

De la 80ci6te les douceurs d£sir6es 
Dons Tingt diats puissants s^it encore ignorSes. 
On lesgoftte k Paris, c'est le premier des arts; 
Peuple heureux ! il oaquit, il rdgne en yos ramparts. 

Voltaire— fjpftrw. 

Je me suis emparS d'one heureose mati^re; 
Je chante lliomme ^ table. 

Bebchoux. 



VOL. I* 



Bb 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FRANCE. 



BOOK IV. 



PARIS. o 

HahiU of the Parisian Table.-^Petits^Souperi.—r 
Dijeuners a la foareheUi. — Chdttau de Plaisdnce 
— Vincefmes. — ChapelU expiatmre. — Hospitaliiy 
-^Dinners— The Soirie.^Thil gfdtide Ahhidh 
— 7»e Bdl Pdti. 

In the great aocial h^uteoerseme^ii ^whitth 
occurred at the first period of tbe refvcrlmtioiki 
rrery habit of life» oorineCted with tiie old 
regime, submittad to tbe generd chaitge^ 
Mid was abolished in fietYO^r of wmt neir 
mode, ledntng to the extrismie of ofrpositioni 
Alt wa» rappressioinr and siibstittttion. £y6n 
the highly-prized petit^sauper^ vrheth^t ai 
tbef domestic passoVer of family re-^untoniy cmt 
as thef pomt de ras^mhlement of pleasnrey wit, 
and feslmm, shared the ld.w of ^itoscrtptiqn } 
tad the snbstentiai rwolutioninhf httal^mt^ 

Bb 2 
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the dijeuner d ia/ourchette, was established, a» 
more conformable to the laws of republican 
ethics, and more favourable to the preser- 
vation of health and morals. These break- 
&sts, however, with all the air of republican 
simplicity ascribed to them by their founders, 
were far from being composed of the black 
broth and bread of Spartan frugality. They 
combined every species of luxury and extra- 
vagance, instituted a new class in what Mon- 
taigne calls " la science de Id gueule^^^ and by 
the wit and gourmandise of some of their 
presiding hierophants, added a new and very 
humonrous branch to the high burlesque in 
French literature ; while they refined, and 
multiplied the resources of the gastronomic 
art to infinitude. 

> Before the revolution, few persons of any 
rank took a regular breakfia&t; even their 
dinner was not always the most substantial 
or luxurious meal ; nor ordhmrily that of 
etiquette. The hebdomadairy dinners, given 
by the professed patrons of wit and. talent to 
authors and artists, and those of ministers 
and men in o£Qce, form nearly the sole lex- 
ception. The supper, on the contrary, com*" 
bined all that wlsus briiliaiit in society^ and 
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lelegant in display. ^^Le Doc de Luxembourg 
ne difufit pointy et ne se mettoit pas presqu*d 
iaiky^ says Rousseau, describing the daily 
habits of the Chliteau de Montmorenci ; 
adding, that the dinner there was but a 
slight repast/ taken usually in the open air, 
'^ et comnie on dit, sur le bout de banc; au lieu 
que le souper itoit tris long.^' 

To these suppers, given at nine miles 
distance from Paris, the gens comme il font 
•of the capital constantly resorted. The mi- 
nister duChoiseul and the Prince de Cond^ 
were frequently among the guests, who drove 
out of town to a supper, as the fashionables 
t>f London now assemble for a late dinner, 
^t their villas in its neighbourhood. 

In the time of the regency, it appears 
that Mad. de Simiani, the grand-daughter 
of Mad. de Sevign6, supped at seven o'clock. 
Even then, however, this was deemed an 
nearly hour, and was said to have been adopted, 
to accommodate her reputed admirer, the 
celebrated Massillon, who was obliged to 
return to the Oratoire, his place of residence, 
before nine.* Down to the days of 'Louis XVI. 

* This eloquent preacher and piotu divine is tradition- 
ally reported to haye been tery gallant, aad susceptible to 
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tht Fi«iieli sw^t wm su/j^ioatly tvdfi to 
fttjjpU ©f every kiad ©f party b^m^ foiWaed, 
fHfl eiynlyeid/ after it was oven It was^i^g 
the card toble was inatf^ Ifpi i^hi^o qcfga^ 
xneneed, and the liaU b«g^. This t^^ 
wfts, in 'fact, bi^t Uttife diff«r^nt; fy^m ^ 
preset I^nglish l^e im^^i and a» upon 
these occasions all the teeher^ of ^;p(^^i^ 
was displayed, »td ewfy toinptfttio]» was 
gtv^n to intemperance, i}at tw^fp won ^ 
least unwholesomis ; ^nd it iiiduee4 it^e pl9<^ 
4siaian DumouUn to dieQlftiie» *^* fuSl ne 99 1^ 
itmoit jamais pcu^ utk hamm«y $«fi fi'«nM|»l tm 

Q£ thea& onoe elegant and iMhioiidhle enx- 
tertainments, not a. triwe iwivs resttains. The 
only «uppe|:9 I mw *erB v«ry slight Und 
simple refreshinents, after lihe ^/« /?<i»f«. 

Thev most usual, fuid ind«^ tb$^ ^Qst 
£ashiQQftbl<e evening calla^pn, is ^* ie (A4" 
whiph, vithQut being striot^ tb^ Etigl^ 

-'- — .., ., ' * ' . ' .. ' i^..i ' i.Li ::...i.. i'.. 1... ft - ' — 
femifle cht^ons. \\ v^ t^y one of dwifs 4<ivpef f , <4f<r^tl^ 
that h9 M 9U[K>osed ^p have made tbe foU9yvpg tmqza : 

Ceci a'e&t qa'tme chwspn, 
Pgiit qwi W!H^W«* « 9J6*f% 
BfaW,, JH^MPf ^<«» «'<«t tW* dftiwl" 
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tea> or tbe Fnaoch gcAUr, iomsscXy taJwn 
betm^etn dinner and supper, combines much 
of what is k€^ in bath— tb^ cxbilirating bo^ 
vffftge of AOUcboQg and by son, with coiifck> 
tioiiaiy »nd ices, found only in France > and 
gt^^ tea jmn^^ nc^t excelled even in Ite^ 
laed. I have beard, however, many a tetert^ 
diaeipteofthegay,e»:iti]^ pe^iVimfper, ptooe 
tibis wbstituti<m among the wof»t ctentgfis 
effected by the revojintton^ and Itunent i» 
patbdic teroM, t^t 

*^ Par un abas coupable^ 
Ijsb soupets dont /s^roief /^-ron diserte h, table.*" 

Coming into France with the o)d ifipipresr 
eions of ''/rog$ md $mpe maigM,-' I was sur- 
prised to find that all that ba3 been mid 9f 
the excellence and substantiality of a. $eat^ 
IsMreakfast, was rivalled, if not e^^eeded^ by a 
French dd^mnmr. The njcwwiig after we ftr^ 
rived a.t La Gmngty the tenerable chateau of 
Genft^ La Fayette, we fiEmnd his family 
of tbree g^Qtwatiom assembled in the ualon ; 
aiiid the bmaklast was annoitnced,, a^ form9^1y» 
by the m^trthd^h^tl, as the dii»»er \md been 
the day before. 

On descending to the saik^d-^ar^er^ we 
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found a long table profusely covered with 
roasts^ ragouts^ dressed fish, pastry^ salads, 
fruits, and sweetmeats, with all isorts of wines, 
while tea and coiFee were served round, pour 
ia digestion ; and the French breakfest lite- 
rally ended where the English one begins. 
This style of breakfaisting I found universal 
in^^yery house, where I became an iiiipate; 
and they were not few. It has been adopted 
within the last twenty years by persons- of 
all parties^ who have remained in France 
during the revolution ; many of whom. While 
they execrate the event, adopt and approve 
the modes and habits of life, which it has 
originated. 

The dSjeuner d ia fourchette, taken in the 
middle of the day, is among the most fa- 
shionable entertainments of Paris, during the 
spring reason, and is usually given at the 
mai^n de plaisance, or villa, which is consi- 
dered as a sort of half-way house in a half- 
Way season, between the Parisian hotel and 
the provincial <hdttau ; while the petite maison 
is now as little known as the petit-souper \ 
and both have fallen tc^ether with the state 
of morals and manners, which instituted them. 

It wits at one of these charming villaa, on 
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Jthe shores of the confluence of the Seine and 
Marne, that I assisted for the first time at a 
dijeuner. d lajburchette, as Q,J(^te d^itiquette. 
aThe invited guests^ rather select than nurne^ 
rous (which is the case in all French enter- 
tainments)^ assembled in their caliches^ ber- 
iins, cabriolets, and barouches, in the court* 
yard of the hdtel de Chabanais, as the starting 
point, for the chdteau de Plai$anc€j where 
the Comtesse d^Hossonville, the *^ viritabk 
Amphytrion*\ of this delightful day, awaited 
Ajo receive us. 

. It was a brilliant morning of a true French 
summer. Our route obliged us to pass along 
the Boulevards Italiens and St. Antoine ; and 
■the gaiety, the. variety, the splendour of 
:these beautiful roads, crowded with fantastic 
^groups, vibrating with cheerful ^sounds, and 
shaded by lofty and luxuriant trees, presented 
,a scene of animation, peculiar to that plea- 
surable scite of life and bustle. . In passing 
4^hrough the once elegant guar tier of the 
Marais, the hotels of Madame de Sevigo^, 
Ninon de PEnclos, de Beaumarchais, the 
ruins of the Bastille, iand the stupendous 
monumental elephant of Buonaparte, were 
successively pointed put to us^ . These were 
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curiott» ktndiEiarks to tm^ksAg Mi so jJiiort a 
spBce^ aa host of aaa^ciatioBS, and! to teyive^ 
almost at a single coup d^csily recolleetkMDA of 
very different ^ipochs in French hs^ory, isid 
in Freiida sbtidy . It was our good ibrtime 
to liaye isi oar carriage Monaieur Doitiof^ 
the author of ia hataUie de ff fl^o^ and of 
mdt\y other poetkttl^orks^ mAx^vAtjmmky, 
did ■ the • sojourir6rs in a^%fcfange land .find a 
kinder friend) or a nore lAteUdgfant guidcr^ 
thiin we experienced in ihii» liiost accockt- 
plished gentleman. His kindness and afctenp- 
tion^bregan witib our arrival in Part&; and it 
faas far from iermiDated irith our departuw 
ififom Fiance. . . 

Hiaving passed the boulevards^ the cheer;- 
ktsness : and sileoce of the entiioDS of Pafiis 
at onee soGctfeded. F6r tbis gveat iss|M(ti^ 
iifAike Lcmdon^ is totally ifrithoFultr Ihose 
^' suburiiun pf^ngofidons/^ whidi^ persuing 
the track of the great road» extend tfaen^ 
so)ve» in doub4^ totts^ of habitations^ in die 
imat of dusty meado«^8, and st^ated teee&, 
fma}3iMngthedis0grimes»oi toralaiidof city 
lifey tatm a combination^ which 

" tt not the coumryj^ ycm in««t own, 
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Wtti&tibe«X€)q^i9n lof the vfi»eis»bl«<¥i!Qod6, 
4he -nlHige liiid ttrrific.foftr^a jof yincQnn^a, 
srhich < wq k£b oaf , our right, no 0li9«ct $»«r 
tehtei} Uisetf :to(: ^ttaiafit.Ottr latttotkuDr ftwafc 
fche pleuanit aonvereMtoh ve^ efgoyed in our 

Arrived at the chdteau d& Plmsancty we 
loniid il»,dilicg;mt JBistress ready to reoeiva us 
in thfc salon* whdch l^ita juirgu«f» it^paidted 
waiasdot^, and massive farnitui^, r«oalled,at 
otice.tfae vignettes, in which the liftvoines of 
Maripiontelv the " C/arieM/» and the *> C^ 
«>/«^''', are depicted in rural, retirement, a^ 
4n>wbich \^,lMaiiiies,i:ii French mauaners are 
so faithlulljr 'portrayed, i The gardens* the 
plantations, $n^tiie gre^ lawns olPkii^anoe, 
are in theidrnfAtnesSx taste, and jkrFangenifnt, 
aU EngH^i hv^ the hqpse^ the fucnituffe, the 
scite, the associations, are genuinely French. 

Whtn that gallant and accomplished vo- 
luptuary, Charles VII. at once induj^lng 
hw, ti^t^ and his p?isaiQn, ^pused himself in 
the society i»f Agnes Sorrel, with laying o«it 
the'ptir'ler'r*»oi Meung sur Yeorc, while, de- 
voted tQ,loye and ple^urie, he permitted, the 
^cidPprds, %nd Talhots t^ oyerruR his l^Og^ 
dom, and allowed " JElenry of Eoglandi' to 
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be crowned at the metrapolitair church of 
France,* it was reserved for the syren; in 
whose chains he was spellbound, to rouse 
him from this £^tal dream, and to urge him 
to feats of force and valour, which recovered 
his kingdom, and procured him the title of 
*^ le victorieux/' / / 

It ^ was after these victories, which dimi-> 
nished the En^sh power in France, and pro- 
duced the celebrated peace of Arras, that the 
king recompensed the elevated passion of his 
mistress^ ^ by giving her the' territory ^ and 
chdteau de Plaisahce, with the Isle de Beauii, 
near Vincennes, *^ To the end/^ says the 
old chronicle, ^'that she might be mfacty 
and in namey Dame de Beaufi,"f .- 
. In the vicissitudes of time the loveljr terri- 
toiy of Piaisante and J^eauU became the pro- 

♦ Henry- VI. crowned in the chuticli of Notre Dame, at 
Paris, in 1431. 

<^ ^ On la noramoit," says Hainault, '* Madame de 
Beaut6; c'6toitle nom d'un chftteau proche d^ Vincennes, 
qtie 1^ roi lui avoit donn6 ; et eUe mfiritoit bi^ii de pOMei* 
xe nom. \ EUe ayoit I'&me eleyee, et almoit surtoat le,Roi." 
Histoir^ de France. T. i. p. 384*. 

The chdteau de beauti was built by Charles V. on^ of the 
best of the French ^Tereigiis, at the same time that he 
flhislj^d ' Vineemies. 
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perty of the.Comte de •♦♦, whose grandi* 
niece and sole heiress, the present Comtesse 
d'HossonviUe, now inherits it by his bequest. 
I know not what ** nanieless grace^* Agnes 
de Sorrel may have possessed, to have cap- 
tivated royal hearts ; but if her manner and 
conversation had any thing of the elegance 
and charm> which distinguished those of the 
present Dame^ de Piaisance, I. can well credit 
their influence and faiscination.* , 
. \ The d^euner d lufourchetie, though exhibit-*- 
ing great recherche in the delicacies of the 
table, is by no means confined to their enjoy- 
ment. The collation over, the $aik'^(t^ manger 
was deserted for the open air ; and while some 
few of the party adjourned to the billiard- 



. *. TheComtes d'HossouVille -were graAds louvetieri de 
Frtmccy and the &ther of the. present c^o^tbdd that, of- 
fice, under . Louis. XVI. . The Count de H— is among 
those of the ancient npbility who have rescued a great 
part of their property firom revblutionary seizure. He 
now hunts on -his patrimonial territories, as his fiither did 
before him, and is as keen a sportsman, and as 'e voted to 
the pleasures of the :fieldyr as. any Norfolk squire. He was 
chiMnbellan to the late emperor, being obliged, .like many 
other of the h%her nobility, who remained under [his go* 
vemmant, to accept of office ; and he is a peer, of France^ 
under the present arrangement. 
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rMm> tlurciitaccoinpamdd Madalnnde Hm^ 
sonviiie thitmgh the gardens and plantaticmt^ 
rich in flowering shrubs ; whence, assisted by 
her historical recollections^ we discovered, 
^^ hejkfdesmmneaux^'* the little feudal iftrri^ 
toiy of the sparrows^ which Agi)«rs de Sorrel 
had herself thus named, from the coloviy of 
birds, which had settled there^ H^re, perhaps, 
in the rery walks through which w* were 
loitering, the powerful Greorges de la Tri<- 
mouille and the brave Dunois may have paid 
their chivalrous court to the ^' geivtle Agnes^'^ 
Alain Gbartier may have sung her praises; 
and the honest and unfortunate Jalcques d« 
Coeur have receiveci her testamentary ^em**- 
stands, whto she dictate to him.hilr last 
wishes, respecting her favourite Isle dt 
Beaute.* Here, too, pwhaps Louis XV. 
first •' drank delicious poison from tlfe ey«s^' 
of Mad. de ChateaurOuX : for it Vjas at an 
entertainment given at Plaisance^ by the 
grand«*uncle of Madansie d'Hos5onviUe» that 

MMedofker dcaiiii Ifo flefi^isd CUbiM ¥11^ ikMMly 

intrigues of his enemies. 
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th^t monarch iirdt beheld the mosi beattt&fiil^ 
and appamntly the most amiable, of hismU-* 
tresses."*^ Of the ancient ch^iieau of Plai^ 
sance nothing remains^ except acme wbter^ 
raneou<» passages, and at a little distance frotia 
the modern buildings les partes de b^autii old 
diBmaniled gates^ which open from tt%e village' 
of N4)gent into the forest of VincenneSi 

On our return to the house^ liqueurs and 
a bouilion were sei^ved ; and our carriage.4 beang 
ordered, with the addition of Mad. d^Hos^ 
sonviUe's, who returned with us to Paris (for 
she had only left her hotel in toWii, to pre- 
side at her j^e in the counti^y), #* went W 
^^promener en voiture^' through the foiest, and 
to visit, the castle of Vincennes, en chemin 
fmaHiU> the capital- 
Despoiled as the forest of Vincefines hat 
been, from time to time, it still presentisiat 
very imposing and noble aspect. In that 
part, which imKuediately surrounds the castle, 
and whi^h i» called the park, Louis XI. 
planted a surface of three thousand feet. 



* ^e Itf&t ym^ ift liouis X¥.'0 fcffgn ^ims fmmni M 
Vinceimes, where he held his court, and intk^ mk^jtibQat^ 
Hood of FhaktttiM^ whidi Im» dOiiietiino* tftktd# • 
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chiefly with oak ;* and the spot is still mark-^ 
ed^ where the pious king^ St. Louis^ in the 
primitive simplicity of those rude days, held 
his court and presided in council;. under the 
shade of trees, planted by his predecessors-f : 
The castle of Vincennes rites in theslilrts 
of the forest. It was once the residence of, 
the kings of France; and it has beenitoo^ 
often the tomb of the victims of their uncon- 
trolled despotism. We found the village of 
Vincennes full of bustle and company ; the 
drapeau blanc floated over the towers of the 
fortress, a band played ** vive Henri Quatriy^ 
before a rustic altar, crowned with lilies^ and 



* Louis XI. made his barber, Olivier, sumamed le 
diabUy the cpncieige of Vincennes. It was in his reign, that 
state prisoners were first committed to its dungeons* . It is 
curious to observe that this Louis, one of the greatest 
monsters thait ever lived, was the first who took the title 
of Most Christian King^ and received the appellation of 
Majesty, ^' pen connujusqu'alorSf** says Hainault. 

.f Ikbinte fi>is ai vu que le bon saint, apr^ avoir out 
messe en et^, il se all6 isbatire sxi bob de Vincennes. II 
se seoit au pied d Vn chtne, et nous fesoit seoir tres auprte 
de lui ; et tous ceux, qui avoient k fidre a lui, venaient 
lui parler, sans qu^aucun huiisitr^ ni autre, leur domi&t 
empdchemenu'' 

JoijfvUu. CotketioM 4e VHisteirt it Fraaee^ 
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groups of military drank vin ordinaire^ in 
loyal potations^ before the door of every 
guingueite. The royal family had just left 
the village as we entered it : they had visited 
it on the occasion of a review. It was also 
some .royal holiday, and there was a dinner 
given by the officers of the garrison, at the 
principal auberge. All admittance to the 
fortress was at first refused, for it was not 
open to the public* But an officer of rank, 
who was of our party, having written a note 
to the governor, Mons. Puyvert, he imme- 
diately sent an order, which unbarred every 
gloomy portal, and unfolded to our view the 
dark entrance of that 



^^ Chileau malheureux^ 



Aux beaux espritSj hSlas! si dangireux^* 

While this little arrangement was making 
we had ample time to contemplate the im- 
posing exterior of this ancient edifice. The 
draw-bridge, its flanked towers, and above 
all its donjon^ so often the prison of worth, 
talent, and sensibility, seem to have been 
spared, by time, as monuments of the drear}^ 
and terrific influence of bigotry and tyranny 

VOL, I. c c 
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over human happiness.* Vincennes was aU 
ways a place of strength. Rebuilt in 1337, 
by Phillippe de Valois, and finished bf 
Charles V- it has since merely received some 
trifling accessions of strength, and it still re** 
tains much of its original appearance. On . 
giB^i^ing upon the terrific aspect aiid immense 
height of its memorable keep, I found it dif- 
ficult to understand, how pleasure could be 
so arbitrary in its views, that even kings 
should have sought it in such a building ; and 
that the early Charles's and Louis's should 
haye chosen the towers. of Vincennes, ^^ pour 
se souldciery et s^esbattre^** as the old language 
of the quaint Joinville has it. 

When we had passed the drawbridge (so 
often crossed by the brave and the unfortu- 



^« *^ En passant ditant Vincennesy* says Rousseau, fai 
scnUy a la vue du donjon^ un dichiremeniidu cceur^ doni on 
remnrqua Veffet sur mon visage. It is a curious instance 
of the shortness of popular conceptions, that the citizens of 
Paris, after destroying the Bastille, should have suffered 
ihis fortress to stand. It is a place of considerable strength; * 
ifuite a place de guerre^ made as it were on piirpose to, 
#verawe the capital, whose fitubourgi are within the range of 
Us cannon. 
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liate, with .Spirits subdued by oppression^ 
and hearts bfokeii by a sense of injustice and 
tyranny), we found tlie first court filled with 
artillery and ammunition, with allthe fright- 
ful and formidable apparatus of war&re« 
E;very object upon which our eyes rested 
was meant for the destruction of man; for 
the abridgement of his liberty, or the anni^ 
hilation of his existence/ A species of me- 
lancholy attraction ri vetted my eyes upon 
the donjon. I had so often read of it : so 
much of that chivalrous spit-it of France^ 
which early in life had captivated my imagi-** 
nation, expired here; sometimes quenched 
by violent or ignominious death, sometinies 
Wasted away in slow, silent, life-wearing ob-* 
livion. So nluch of the bold, fearless genius 
of philosophy had here sustained persecution^ 
through the harassing medium of promised 
liberty, protnicted imprisonment, and all the 
wearying alternations of suspense, that it 
seemed to me a monument of suffering, a 
". brief chronicle*' of times^ dates, and events, 
suddenly presented to my view, round whick 
the associations of youthful study, maturing 
reason^ and long cherished principles, closely 
rallied. There was not an ivy-twined loop^ 
c cS 
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hole, a time-tinted bastion, belonging to this 
frowning dungeon (so long the terrific in- 
strument of the caprice of tyranny, ingulfing 
any victim whom power> thwarted in some 
darling passion, might hurl into its noisome 
cells), but had a specific power to awaken 
sadness, aiid to rouse indignation.* 

Many, indeed, of its features still remain, 
to recall the sad events which have occurred 
within its dreary walls. The casemeAt still 
exists, through the bars of which the great, 
Cond6 cultivated his pinks, during his iooag^ 
incarceration. His original crime, and the 

■ » ■ >< I » . ■■ I I I ■ I * ^ J I I I ■ ■ a I 1 • ■ • . " ' ' ' 

. f..Mom» de Jbuxembourg a MS tneni deux foii. a Vin^ 
t€9ifte$^^pour ilre tonfronU. On ne sail point h v6ritable 
ilcU de son fl^airc.'*r— Sevignc.] The mystery, which for 
some time hung over the fate of the bravfe Marechal de 
fAixembou% was «o profound, thai not oilly he was him'< 
self kept ^norant of his crime, but his firiends were in 
5U|i|bC,,wl)ether he was confined at Vincennes, the Bastillei 
CM' some other state prison. The crime of which this brave 
man was accused, who {lad fought so many battles for 
Ijouis XIV., was sorcery. *^ On ne park plus de Mans, de 
jAixemhourg. J^ admire Draimeni comment les chases se 
p^seni,'^ aays Mad» de Sevigne ; and in fitct, a &w days 
afler the secret imprisonment of the Marechal, the oblivion 
of the grave hung over the life and fate of a man, who, a 
short time before, had filled all France Vihk the echo x>f 
liis feats* ' .\ 
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cause perhaps of all his after errors, was his 
devotion to a beautiful wife, whom he refused 
to resign to the romantic passion of a grey- 
headed king. The chamber is still pointed 
out, which was occupied by Diderot, when 
he was sent to Vincenpes, for the publication 
of his letter *^ Sur les aveugles ;** where, 
goaded by a sense of the injustice, of which 
be was the victim, his great and luminous 
mind had nearly sunk under the blow; for 
his reason was only saved from a total ovgt^ 
throw, by a timely alleviation of his 9U^r- 
ings.* In this fortress also, Mirabeau^ duriog 
a five years' imprisonment, wrote bis beautiful 
letters to the frail and fair Sophie, and com- 
posed his able work against letire$ de cachet^ 
of whose abuse he was himself a victim. 

But while events connected with the scanty 
portion of civil liberty, enjoyed in France for 
a thousand years before the revolution, 
crowded upon the memory, association ^d^ 
denly snapj^d its chain; and our own gallairt 
Henry V. dying in the donjon of Yincemies, 



* Some personal traits in his work against a Mad. Du 
ft6 de St. Maur, were tlie cau9e of his detention in this 
piison;^ 
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and resigning his conquered France into the 
hands of his brother Bedford, occurred to my 
♦remembrance. An host of images rose with 
this interesting recollection, and Hal and 
Falsiaff^ cheered for a moment the gloomy 
reflections, which conjured up their delight.- 
ful vision. 

Our party consistc 1 exclusively of ultras 
and royalists; and, for them, and indeed for 
us, there still remained an object of interest 
and of sadness, within the dreary rounds of 
-Vincennes, which was no phantom of me- 
inory, but ha4 its 

^^ Local habitation, and its naiqe," 

.and which struck at once with its melancholy 
influence on the senses and imagination • We 
had received permission to visit the *^ chdpelle 
ardeutCy'' raised tq the memory of the young 
find gallant Due d'Enghien, by the Duchesse 
d'Angouleme. We were conducted to a wing 
of the fortress hanging over the fosse ^ in 
which the Due d*Enghien had been shot, and 
which fronts the forest.. . The concierge. met 
i|s at the door of his apartmejit, and lighting 
^ lanip, cpnditcted us up a dark, narrow, 
winding staircase, rendered more sombre by 
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the cofttr&sted brilliancy of the setting sun, 
in which, a moment before, we hci4 been 
basking. 

As we reached a landing-* place, considerably 
elevated, the lamp s flickering light suddenly 
gleamed on the polished firelock of asentinel^ 
who guarded the melancholy postj^ and who 
carried arms to the military orders and stars 
of some of our company. To find here^ 
within the compass of a dark and narrow 
space, so confined, that tired vigilance could 
scarcely measure its wonted pace, an armc4 
guard, had an effect that went at once to my 
heart; for it had never before throbbed amidst 
the terrific gloom and imagery of a state 
prison. It is not impossible that this soldier 
now guarded the remains of the man, whom 
when living he had here also guarded in that 
short moment, which intervened between 
judgment and execution. To him the inno- 
cent and the guilty would be a charge of 
equal moment, and equal interest; for the 
creature of force, its instrument and its vic- 
tim, the soldier takes every station his trade 
assigns him. His very nature, broken down 
to the voice of command, dissolves all the 
feelings^ faculties, and passions of man into 
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tBe great and paramount law of obedience''^ 
io-nighty in the gloom of the castellated ditch» 
raiNing; his murderous aim, and reaching 
the life-pulse of the royal d'Enghien; to* 
'morrow, irradiated with the glories of the 
rising sun, he hears the voice, he had haply 
tobeyed'in many a nobler cause, now give the 
word-^-^'-My comrades^ to the heart V^ and 
the gatlant Ney falls beneath his arm ; — the 
theniebf eVery soidier^s praise, over the watch* 
fires of distant fields, lies bleeding by the sol^ 
aier^9 hand* Oh, these are views of human 
cifhduct ; these are scenes of human suffering, 
which sicken the heart and wither up its 
powers I Here civilized society loses its splen-» 
dour, and the development of the human 
faculties seems but to " multiply the power 
of' doing evil !'^ 

The savage, whose joys and sorrows, whose 
life and death, are governed by the laws iand 
passions of nature only, here, for a moment^ 
stands opposed in proud superiority to that 
drring, cruel, and vain-glorious creature, to 



*/Fhe ^y. before. my Ti^t to Vincennes, I hud stood 
uppn the spot where the unfortunate Ney was ^Qty at thf 
cxtreinity of the gardeh^ of the Luxemboiirgh, 
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whom civilization has lent but half its light; 
Who^ in his dangerous progress through semi* 
barbiarism, has learned to pervert not to w?i- 
prove his faculties, to tread on the rights of 
others, not to respect and preserve his own; 
and who, substituting power for happiness, 
and ambition for justice, seeks to become 
great, without endeavouring to become mse. 
To the right of the narrow lahding-plaoe, 
thus strictly guarded, in darkness and ift 
silence, we were shown the little room whicln 
the Due d'Enghien occupied during feis 
short, sad dwelling in the fortress of Vitt^*^ 
cennes. To the left, a larger apartment, in 
which his hasty trial had taken p^ace^, ex^ 
hibited a most gloomy and iinposingspec^ 
tacle. Daylight was wholly excluded, aw* 
the room was laid out as* for a funeral cham*^ 
ber, une ckapetk expiateire; it was lighted 
day and night by a lamp fla lampe urdeniej^ 
which hung from the centre of the c^iiin^. 
The walls were draped with white clotih^ 
bordei^d with black ; a low ottoman, of the 
same texture, ran along the floor. In the 
middle stood a lifearse, covered 'With a velvet 
pall, richly embossed in goM, ^ith the Wms^ 
and trophies of the ho^se ^ €(»i<)6« It 
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veiled a small cof&A> which contained all 
that coul<i be collected, from the ditch of 
yincennes, of the gallant d'Enghien— a few 
bones. A stone on whicbs it is said, his head 
had fallen, was placed beside it, In the back 
of this gloomy ^ciene, hung a massive silver 
cross. Twelve immense wfi^ tapers, in lafge 
silver branches, burned pn each side of the 
bier. To the right was an ?iltar, a crijcifix, 
the sacramental vessels, and all the intpQsiing 
paraphernalia of the ceremonies of Catholic- 
ism. Here is daily celebrated a mass for the 
soul of the deceased* Here, on the pre^ 
ceding day, Madame d'Angoulenie had of- 
fered up her oraisonsy at the shrine of her 
habitual devotion. Here slumbering sorrow 
might be roused into ceaseless vigilance; 
and vengeance brpod over images, created 
and combined to give it everlasting force. 
. The recollection of the fate of the unfortu* 
jnate prince, whose unburied bones were thus 
placed in . melpneholy spectacle; the fatal 
policy which may, or, may not, have necessi- 
tated his death; the ybw^ pointed out 
where he had been executed; the fortress 
' itself, all produced a train of melancholy im- 
pressions, which I thought not easy to be 
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effaced. We withdrew from the chapelle ex^ 
piatoire in sadness and in $ilence, and the 
eyes of more than one brave and deyoted 
champion of the Bourbons swam in te^rs, as 
we quitted the remains of one of its roost 
illustrious .and gallant defie^nders. But the 
suii was still shining brilliantly : it was a 
French sun; and ^e were ^, French, party: 
we ascended our cs^rriages, and bidding adieu 
to the glooipy towprs of the Chateau de 
Vincennes, the coachmen cracking their 
whips soon brought us to Paris, and set us 
down at the doors of one of its gayest specta^ 
cles, the Comic Oper^. 

As we entered Mad. d^Hossonville's ;b6x, 
we found the delightful, pastoral drania of 
^^ Rose et Colin*^ half over; but we were in 
time to hear Ponchard in some very pretty 
mtideviiles; and to witness the .first represei>- 
tation of ^^ Plu^Heuremx que iStfgfie,*^ a piece 
which was condemned beyond all hqpe of 
redemption; ndtwithstajsiding the fine singing, 
and the elegant aind spirited acting of that 
most lady^^like actress, Madv. Regnaut; We 
waited to: s^e the* first act df:the old .farce> 
^* Les Femmes J^engiiesy'' . which»v) by i the/au- 
thofity of vtime> 'maantajbft H« .privil^ie of 
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wearying the patience of the audience, by a 
succession of impossibilities, only relieve^ 
by traits of coarse humour and vulgar plea- 
santry. We then adjourned to the first 
restaurateur in Paris, where, oyer an ex- 
cellent supper, we discussed the amusements 
of the day, and decided on then^erits of the 
snlad^ de volatile and champagne of Mons« 
Beauvillier. 

^^ L'homme machine, Tesprit qui tient du coips. 
En bien mangeant, remonte ses ressorts.^ 

' <No one seemed exhausted ; all: bad been 
amused ; and the d^tuner d, la f<mrcbetU^ 
which began so gaily, at' midday, .finished as 
gaily at midnight. I. was, howeM»» .con- 
vinced, that this genuine F'rencib eiitertain- 
inent was calculated only foir Jbhe elasticity 
-of French spirits, fiir the enjoyment of a 
people whose resources^^ are infinite;; iand 
'who, more animated than active* depend 
rather upon their mental than upoa. their 
corporeal energies, and know no weariness 
but thatwhith springs from inertness, and 
' the absefice ^i intellectual oocupatickiu 
• ^Several' d^eufiers d ia fonrchetu^ given to 
us b^^ frieiids iresifdait isi P^rt^y suecefdtd to 
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tkey^rec^4^j9|^/?f atPlaisaoce^ and, like thatj 
they usually occupieid the whole day. After 
one of these entertainment^ at Mens. Por« 
non*Sj,.we spent the afternoon »n visHing the 
fine^ibraryof the celebrated Mqus. Langl^^ 
and $Qiae other private cpllectH>ps, ^nishing 
th^ evenipg at the Theatre Fran^ais. At 
apotheif, given hy ; Mpns. Denon, we found 
ample and delightful amusfement in examining 
tli^colleqtiaci,. which occupies his apartments. 
Over ail ^tl^e. hospitable feasts great re-t 
^nemept of ,p[ianners, , and an unclouded 
gaiety . uniy^rs^^lly prevailed, and banished 
the tedium so iqppressive in the morning 
amusements of a less mercurial people. The 
custopoL in France of introducing conversation 
intq[ society y has a decided and very happy in- 
fluence on, the spirits and faculties of its 
inemb|efs» at wba*^^^^ season of the day they 
piay assemble ,T.a,nd time rarely passes/' flat, 
stale, and unprofitable" to those^ whose in- 
tellectual resources engage and diversify its 
hours, and 7 make to-piorrov. , cheerful a$ 
to-day." 

^- An English, gentJejaap^ resident at Parisi 
assured me that ap Irishman, whym he haij 
known in Franofe jn^ny years, left his small 
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ifortiiile to the ohff^ Frenchman who bad eVc!# 
offered him u dinner; at once to mark hb 
own gratitude, and the rarity 6f the events 
The outcry, indeed, amongst the strangers 
who now visit Paris, against the want of 
hospitality in its inhabitants^ is much more 
universal, than it is well fotinded. Thousands 
have visited and continue to visit France, 
from every partdf GreatBritain, who hiavenot 
even been so fortunate as the Irishman already 
cited. The partitular position, indeed, of 
tlie EnglislV, with respect tb the French 
nation, is not, at present, extremely favour- 
able to the interchange of the rites and 
ceremonies of hospitality. But at all times^ 
the French are neither so eager after society, 
nor so much in want of it, as to send ** into 
the highways and lanes,*' to pick up such in-* 
discriminate foreign guests, as maybe inclined 
to accept an eleemosyniry invitation, and to 
satisfy, at the same time, their appetite and 
their curiosity. ' 

No hospitality, and indeed no fortune, 
could hold out ?tgainst those legions of the 
idle and the unoccupied, who, in the ex- 
uberance of wealth, or of undirected ca- 
riosity i leave* England, to*« 
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Promener leur ennui aillmrt* 
The French, at all times circumspect iti 
their societies, and averse from large aind in«- 
discriminate assemblies, have not learned to 
extend their circles, or to multiply their in- 
vitations to strangers, since circumstances 
have inundated their capital with the people 
of all nations and countries. 

The obscure y the unknowfi, and the unnoted, 
have therefore but little chance of obtaining 
admission into good French houses, of any 
party or faction, if not particularly recom* 
mended 9 by letters or personal introduction. 
And I have known many self-su£Scient per- 
sons,, the centre of their own little domestic 
circle, the agreeable rattles of some particu- 
lar coterie, wounded in the very life-nerve of 
their amour-propre, on finding themselves 
lost and confounded among the '^ vul^ 
herd" of strangers, who through the medium 
of ihsit passe-'partout, money, are allowed a 
free ingress to all public places ; but who go 
no further. Th^se are the persons, who found 
a character for nationality, by exclaiming 
against every country but their own; and 
who fancy themselves patriots, upon the 
presumption of their preference far home. 
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They feel not that their ennui aiid distaste, 
in foreign countriesj ^tre seated within them- 
selves;, and they mistake their individual 
displacement for thje dislocation of society. 
^:;Feiw^ persons, I imagine, well introduced 
by> letters of recQpimendatiou, .or by their 
p^fAoiial talents, or celebnty, will join in 
this outcry against French hospitality; or 
^Ul deny th^^t the actress to a French hoose^ 
firjjere the stranger has once been received, 
)s.;l)Qth e^sy and gracious. It is. however, 
qnitie^trpet that dinners of. ceremony are by 
^o :ir^$tQ9 so* general in Paris, as in London 
or PijWiiJ^ In tlie latter capital, hospitality 
hasjpng lois^t it;s simple c;har^cter ; it is no 
Ipnger the medium of social enjoyment ; buj; 
the lure to osteptatious ;Competition. Fe\f 
d^ire to entertain, who cannot dazzle op 
Ojbitvi^. K,ttin tpo often treads fXB the heels 
<>f , fesfcivity ; the means and the . mea^uree 
f a^'ely meet and are .rarely calculated, while 
the Spirit of display is in operation ; and he^ 
\wi¥> in justice to his children ^nd his credi-- 
to^, .should not even M^dulge in 'Vhumble 
ppft,'' dpe^/qojt hesit^^tq to treat bis guests 
with ' •/ imperial tokayJ^ j 

TipLC rprincely revenues of tjie Englisli no- 
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bility, the iMiriense opulence of the trading 
class of that great commetcial country, 
while they multiply the artificial distinc-^* 
tfons of society, permit an expenditure in 
efitertainment/ £iVotirable to every compe^ 
titian' of vanity, or of pridfe. In France, 
where property is more equally divided, 
where none are enormously rich, and none 
(it may almost be said) are absolutely poor, 
the modes and habits of hospitality are pro- 
{)&rtidMte to the i»ean»; and in the absehce 
of display j they afi^ directed exclusively by a 
tdist^ for social and conversational enjoyment. 
The public and ministerial dinners are 
like those of the mme description in other 
cotiiltries. And the dinners of the arch--chan« 
cellor Gambaceres, the hierbphant of modem 
gastronomy, were, under the imperial dynas«* 
ty, models of elegance and of luxury. Stilly 
however, thii French dinner is generally 
iftpeaking in all its arrangements simple and 
unpretending. The length 6f the invitation 
seldom excee<fe a few days, and is suited to 
the uncertainty of all things human. It has 
ft^eic^atently happened to us to be. asked to 
dinner, froih reviews or other morning 
aniusenients, by some one or other of the 

VOL. I- D d 
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party we accompanied. The additional 
covers were the only difference in the eco- 
nomy of the table, occasioned by our par- 
taking the fortune du pot; and if all was 
not '* more than hospitably good and mo- 
derately plentiful/* the never-failing excel- 
lence of the cookery, at least, contradicted 
the aphorism of Berchoux, that ., 

^^ Un diner sans fit^on, est une perfidie." 



It is a maxim borrowed from epicurism^ 
and adopted into the code of French good- 
breeding, that ^^unviritabie gourmand nesefait 
jamais attendre.^* To be punctual to tht mo- 
ment, is a point o? good-breeding rarely 
neglected. The guest is received in the 
anti-room, by all the servants of the family ; 
and the arrangement of the French apart- 
ments being generally en suite y the salle d 
manger is almost invariably passed in arriv- 
ing at the salon. It frequently happens that 
the table is only laid a few njinutes before 
the dinner is served. That ceremony, there- 
fore, which consumes hours in an English 
house, aiid occupies the time of so niany 
persons, is effected with a sort of magical 
celerity in France. But where all is for 
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mere use, and nothing for display^ time and 
trouble must be necessarily spared. Ther? 
are no stowy sideboards, no rich buffets, 
in the French dining-room ; and though the 
table service is always of silver, yet in the 
first houses, ornamental plate, and. articles 
not immediately necessary to the accom- 
modation of the guest, are nearly unknown. 

As there is rarely head or foot to a French 
dinner table, the hosts generally occupy the 
centre. The removes are confined to the 
middle of the table; there are usually two 
short courses, with a dessert, and a number of 
stimulating hors d'ceuvres^ almost unknown 
in the economy of an JEnglish table. To 
those accustomed to '* raisonner principes 
sucris,'^ the French dessert will be found, in 
the language of Mons« de la Reyniere, " de 
parkr d Pdme^ et sUrtout aux yeuxJ^' A 
thin light Burgundy is the diluting beve- 
rage, which holds the place of our malt 
liquor; and the superior wines are not drunk 
till after the first course, when the domes- 
tics serve them round. Cape wine or Malm^ 
scy are taken with the dessert. The art of 
cookery is supposed to have long reached 
its utmost point of perfection in France. It 

D d 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



404 PAtis. 

IS a science, which all have studied, whkrh 
^ understand, but which it hals beetl Mng 
deeded mauvaU ton to expat&te ti^n, or 
disctiss. All such converssltidds af^ now re- 
puted to smell of the revShiiariarif tiihe^, 
when the most rolurier pefsdnS, railed frofa 
the shop to the palade, p]<^e9 thetaselves 
on ihejriahdise of a fable, to whifch they haW 
hitherto been Strangers j kvid kkre pfdifrf to 
di^ptstjr their superioritj^ over the " cuuihe 
bourgeoiie/* hf discii^iiig cdielettes d la MdiH^ 
ienon, or decidiiig on the nieiits of dishes, onc^ 
toiihned to the menus of alnstofcritic tables. • 
The skill arid science; wHlcn our yoiing 
men of fashion display at tabl^, who wisTi ib 
Ibiihd a reputation by Hvirig en gdi-goriy hJitre 
descended in France td the gargohi, or wait- 
ers at the restaurateurs ; and I remetiiber a 
certain La Croix,* who occasioti^lly kttelid- 



* Asking La Croix's opinion, upon the choice of some 
liqueurs we mshed to purchase, he threw himself into ihe^ 
attitude of a declainierat tlie Institute, and talked in 
terms e({ual1y scientific. — ^^ Tenes, madame; on SoU ean^ 
ifdSrer Its liqueurs sons ieux rapports^ pures H fsdiees^ 
Par exemple^ * Le Hemi fiuatrcj et • le parfait amour* 
sptU faetices^ le curafoa et le kirsh'Wasshr sont pures," &c. 
&c. This dissertation bf Jjbl Cfoix, whlc^* I took down 
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y^es he wished .to x^cpipj^end, :ff,ef:pe^^ly 
afl^ujiing ^fld ipstruqtive ; ^an^^uEngla^^ y oi^y 
i5|^title,]|]^:^ to a jyrofesiso^s^p, should jtl^e ^t 
ever be raised to the ^ignit^ o^^ science. 

At the eip,^ qf t^e dessert, every one f^ses 
from tabje; an4 Qoffee (such as ^^ahoni^ 
juight hjtve drunk, ,tp drea^i hin^s^^f into his 
third heaven), ^}t\^ }iqueun pure$ etjQctices, pixe 
rqady p^epan^^ on a stSfijtioi\ary ts^ble in a 
cprper.9f t^ie /s^tcjn. T'h^is tj^ble uniyersaUj 
e^ibits an Eng^lhfi fea fguipage, desi^ne^ 
equally for oin^ipaent and for ^^p; and the 
silver tea urn and tea cade,t g.re rarely pmit- 
.^^d. ^con^vier^tiqn qf a jfpjtit ^u^rf f\eure 
C9\icludes ,tl;ie,jlir)ner .engagen^iqnt ; the car- 
KI^^^M^ .cal?r^(;^t^s^dra^ ][^p; every pnje 
jp|ur^\i^s the pLe^suf^^s an^ siri^usernje^ts ^o/,t^^ 
^Xei)i,ng ,as ie |hinKs ]?irqpe,r; ,^^d\.QO one 
jeqains^^heife ^.e dine5,^except;;^,pavti^ii^^^^ 
ijr;iy\tation, pr ^\\{^t it h^^e.!^ ,^p ,be ihe 
soiree 9f tj^ lady qf.the hou^e- 

JX has occasion^tlly h^^pp^ije^, tb^t i^ur 
dinner invitation iias included an arrange- 
ment for ^^* promenade en voiture;'' and in 

■ ■ . ' < ' ' " " ' i-i -II. II 1 1 ..ii ^ . I ..I I _ .i 1,, - » ■ I i-ii 1 1 I f » 

y^r^atp, is.a^ipp^t^^i^al.tpjhe tr€(a|;}re on "^JLfl m^ 

contiMrecpjfffds^q^^r 
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the fine evenings of a French summer, no^ 
thing can be more delicious than these after- 
dinner drives, taken by a large party, with 
which the intemperance of the men never in- 
terferes; and to which pleasure, health, and 
recreation equally contribute. 

One of these pleasant promenades, in 
which I was a party, had for its object the 
lovely grounds and gardens of Mousseaux ; 
situate at the extremity of Paris, near the 
fiiubourg du Boule. We broke up from 
dinner at seven o^clock, mounted our car- 
riages, and in half an hour were set down 
it the place of our destination, the once 
celebrated ^^ petite maison" of the late Duke 
of * Orleans, the temple of his dissipated 
orgies, and of his political intrigues. The 
house, or rather the pavilion, is of Grecian 
architecture, correct and chaste, even to 
coldness and uniformity; but still elegant. 
The *' jardins Anglais y^^ once known as 
*^ Les folies deChartreSj^ notwithstanding the 
occasional conceits of gothic ruins and attic 
temples, cascades without water, and Alpine 

* Mousseaux, or as it is now spelled Mouceaux, under 
tbe imperial regime was a maison de plaisance of the arcki" 
chancelier de V Empire. I know not to whom it now be« 
longs, but its gardens are opened to the .public. 
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bridges without precipices, are still beauti- 
ful, luxuriant, and noble; and the place, the 
company, the weather, the climate, all con- 
sidered, few hours in my life have been more 
pleasantly enjoyed, than those passed amid9t 
*^ Lts folks de Chartres.^' The moon had risen 
on our rambles, before we returned to the 
hotel, from which we had set out. We found 
the soirie of Madame de C already as- 
semble, and English tea at midnight con- 
cluded our very agreeable dinner party, with 
its ^* promenade en voitureJ^ ♦ 

The French soirie is literally an evening at 
home. Almost every woman of condition in 
Paris has a soirie once or twice a- week. 
Some ladies are '' at home'* every night, or 
rarely go out except to the court, to the 
opera, or the theatres.f During the soirh, 
visits are received and paid, as on other 

evenings ; for the evening is the usual time 

"- - — - ■ — I — 

* The late hours •£ new France are much reprobated by 
the primitiye old gentry, ivho exclaim against dinners at 
half after five^ or six o'clock, and yfho believe that at last 
•^ les Parisiensy a force de retarder Vheure de diner^ Jmi' 
raient par ne diner que le lendemain.^* 

t We had above twenty houses open to us, on difierent 
nights in the week, during our residence in Paris, where 
we were always sure of being graciously received, and of 
finding good society. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



408 fA«is. 

for paying morning visits in France; and 
once admitted to their enjoyment, npiurthar 
invitation is necessary. These iitjtle assem^ 
4)lies, given ^withoiMt expense, and i^esorted 
io without 'form, present tfaje .stat(e of Parif^ 
isian society in its most favourable o^pect. 
Neither vanity nor ostentation interfere with 
%heir ease and simplicity; there is no gara-^ 
*^l}ng, no full dress ; the women go in demi^ 
ioiietie; and as, in Par^, iUunfiination is 
4MtreiQely cheap, and the^artments^W'Sy^ 
well lighted^ the whole additional eicpeme 
of the soir^^ is inciudedin tea, or^some very 
jiight refreshment, served a little before mid«- 
night, Society is therefore not a point, of 
competition, "fent a source of gemiine enj<o;y«- 
«ent. It never leads ito ruinous .^xtravar^ 
ganee; it is supported by no newspaperman!-* 
logies ; it awa'kefis no rivalry, ^nd giv^s no 
heart-^owitngs'; and the l»dy, who «9^ep- 
ts^ns, does upt estimate the pleasure of Tier 
iP^rty by.l^e «»i?»feeir.#f ,4tJ«s 't^tMJm 
(poooiA, inm oby Hhe oexpenai^?ie cr^oities ttibait 
crowd her supper-tafble ; for vrit, pleasantry, 
and good conversation hold an uniform ^as- 
.jpeojdant over peer^, f^ piae^apples, ch?kj^ 
.ed floors, And pe^ at,a guin^ per quart. I 
The weekly mWe, at some ^of the grea^t 
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holies im Pari^^ amounts to what is tej^n^ed 
agmude-rilLmon, or large assembly ; in which 
the coquettish demir.toiletU gives place to 
full dress; and the society a^umes more of 
the bustle and brilliaAcy of an Eoglijsli rout. 
A few days after our arrival in Paris, a card 
of invitation from the Eaglish amb&ssadreius;^ 
and another from the Princesse Louise de la 
Trimouille, for the same evening, afforded 
me an opportunity (as I went to both) .of 
comparing the assemblies of the two nations. 
-We passed through long files of English 
carriages, which filled the Rue St. Hpjxoire, 
in approaching the hotel of the English j^m- 
bassy : the halls and anti-*roonis of that xnagr 
nificent hotel were -filled with domes;tics, vin 
the splendid liveries of the Stuart family. 
Lady Elizabetih Stuart stood at the door of 
the first salon, to receive her multitudinous 
congress, which .poured forward in endless 
succession, from all nations, but chiefly from 
England, Ireland, and -Scptland : and her 
ladyship went through the laborious task of 
receptiopi, (in all the routine of a London as- 
isembly) with as much grace and courtesy^ 
as if weariness and exhaustion did not ine- 
vitably attend upon such an exertion. Faces 
with which'I had long been famiiisur, in the 
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circles of London ; faces, that I thought I 
had left behind me in Ireland, presented 
themselves, on every side. All was the buz, 
bustle, and motion of an English rout. Every 
one stared, every one talked, and nobody lis- 
tened. The refreshments were abundant, 
exquisite, and various; and an elegant supper 
was prepared, to follow the consumption of 
orgeates, ices, and ponche glade. Without 
waiting, however, to partake of this super«- 
erogation of hospitality, we passed on at an 
early hour from the hotel of the British em- 
bassy, to the hotel de la Trimouillef. 

The hotel de la Trimouille is situate in 
the centre of the Rue Bourbon, as it ought 
to be; for the names have not often been 
disunited. 

The Rue Bourbon is a grand, gloomy. 
Patrician street ; always the residence of the 
ancient nobility of France, whose venerable 
hotels still frown, on either side, like monu- 
ments of. past grandeur. Scarcely a sound 
.disturbed its silence, as we entered, and the 
reverberes but feebly lighted the high, dark 
walls of the spacious courts^ which shut in 
from vulgar view the residence of hereditary 
grandeur. 

One single rap announced the arrival of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PARIS. 411 

guests ; and the porte-cochere j without any 
visible agency, slow4y opened, as if governed 
by the wheel of a convent gate. On either 
side of the court, carriages and cabriolets 
were sheltered in the remise , or were drawn 
up in close file ; and our own servant con- 
ducted us, through the silent lofty hall, up 
the broad stone stairs to the anti-room^ 
where, consigning our persons and names to 
the guardianship of the maitre d^hdte/^ he 
took his own seat in an arm ehair, by the 
stove. We followed our guide, as he flung 
open les grands hattans^ in proceeding through 
the suite of rooms. 

All the apartments were splendidly light* 
ed : we found the billiard-room occupied 
by players, or by lookers-on at the game^ 
which in France is played so well, and so 
generally, by both sexes* We passed on to 
the grand salon, and found a large circle all 
seated ; all conversing, and all animated, yet 
all at rest. A few men only stood in groups, 
or, in the French phrase, en petits peiotons. 
Some leaned over the backs of the ladies' 
chairs, with whom they were talking. In 
passing on to the superb chambre d coucher, 
I observed JVfons. Fiev6, the author of the 
charming novel of the " Dot deSuzettey* re- 
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celying the .compUmenjl^ q( a lijttle qircle, on 
his new political tracts ; aqd ]^oogie;^r ,^« 
Chatewbria.nd, wiwwi, hayiijig alre^y §e^o 
H the opening of the Institute, I in^tant^ 
reeogni^d, hy his folded arms, ahstracjteM 
look, and ?iir of Arakia Mert^. WfXh^w^ 
fy&nf. .the crowd, in sotit^iy fliftgniftoencje, ^ 
jfjis silently neceiving the howjige of sojne 
dlowagerru&r<z^; while be, jvho "^Ifttg^l** 
exery tnee, riyer, iwid rock, firqin P^s to 
J/eTU)s^leni> seemed, in society, /to h?ul .00- 
ihing but his own iniport?^n<;e. 

We found the .Prin<?wse de hn Tj^imv^* 
not bustling through her roop^s in ^Ij^s^ 
genjuflexjlons, nor stationed ftt itbe^nitil^l^ce- 
dQ<3^, the wearied s^tiiu^l of her own ejcr 
^lansting pl^sures, but .qui^ly }om)^if\g 
in a/atfr«ii/, in her ^pgfb .bedrtoopi/ i^ 

.elegance, in the suite qf ]^rench Apartinent&. 
She WAS looking on at ^ g^me oif piQqtiet> 

9f the.cA<}9|^e(.^ fff^/^y in Jhe y^ji^ liQt^ of ^^ris. 
rChe walls fire usuaUy draped with rich 8i}k or satin, fiuK 
tened and decorated with gold or silver ornaments, llie- 
eouwe-pied, at counterpane of the bed, which stapds in ap 
alcove, isifiequently of wjutejatin, rifibljrfin)btoiideEBdi,.«ild 
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^yedhf tWo ^fcn6rtibl6 dnkes, Covered tHth 
alf itk iiHtgnitt 6f thhit tsOik; afid thisl #£» 
aflttfoit tHe ohly catd-taWe 1 saw, at aAy of 
thfe HMians, or soi^^^*, irhfcH I /if^eqi:<«£ifed, 
atiriwg <fiy Wf^ldencfe iti ftuhce. 

"the inanher in Which a Frehcfe Rotated 
recditei hfer fetbal^ guests is eitreirifely cour- 
teous and ieiptciftily a little tiftctured \^ilh 
f^rkittiity, but ttiarkfed by every feature 6f 
pdlitettess aftd of dttentiod. I'lie reception 
bf the maife guests is, gfenfertilly speaking, at 
orice fettrefriely fjlscitiating, an4 yet ^u£Bdefirt- 
ly dignified. She never rises from hfei" seJit : 
she receives their profound bow with a smile, 
k ricHi, a « ftbrtiKi'r," dt ** bbkjdiir;" or a " cow- 
iwertf vd'i'-it ;" or some liitle mark of distihc- 
tion> a tap of the fan^ a hand to kiss^ or an 
e^pre!sl^ion bf ple£lsant surprise at their un-^ 
eJcpefetfea appfekrtlrice. All this however ih 
air Snl3 look; ifc ^'* is somethmg, noihUg :'^ ii 
is quite indescribable, as it is undennable ; 
aqd it would be presumption to attempt it. 

De la TrittiduiUfel Who that knd^ arijr 
thihg of the hlsWry of Pranfcfe, cbiild f6r Ifie 
first time tie in company with the repre- 
sentative of that illustrious family, without 
feeling some quickening throbs of t?he heart? 
Ail that is dlgtiifted id the HiStoty of the 
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country is associated with the name. The 
most powerful among the provengal nobility, 
the La Trimouilles, governed the Charles's, 
opposed the Louis's, and assisted ^ to place 
the founder of the house of Bourbon on the^ 
throne of France* They suffered martyrdom 
in its cause, on the revolutionary scafiGold, 
and they now rally round the throne of the 
family, they have so long fought and died to 
support/ The Trimouilles have, indeed, 
done more for the house of Bourbon, than 
the house of Bourbon could do for the Tri- 
mouilles.* 

* Many of the families of the French nobility looked 
upon themseWes as more ancient than the reigning dy« 
nasties even in the earlier ages. ^^ Qui vous a fait conUe .*" 
• asked Hugh Capet haughtily of the Comte de Perigord. 
^' CeuXy qui vous ont fait roi^^^ was the hold reply« 
Cfaaries YII. weary of the rule of Oeoqfes de la Tn- 
moaiHe, suffered him to be arrested and imprisoned by 
hit enemy, the connStable de Lorraine. 

It was in reference to the conduct of Louis de la Tri- 
mouillei who took Louis XII. prisoner at the battle of 
St. Aubin, that that wise and excellent monarch observed, 
after he ascended the throne, ^^ I^e Roi de France ne 
venge pas les quirelles du Due d^OrUans. The Due 
de la Trimouille was one of the secret chiefi of^e Hu* 
gonot party, whose demands became so exorbitant on the 
gratitude of the king. The influence, q>irit, and power 
of this fiimily appear indeed through eteiy page of.tlic 
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The Prince Louis, the only surviving re- 
presentative of his illustrious family, has all 
that distinction of person and air, which in- 
dicates birth and high breeding, and is one 
of three of the handsomest brothers that 
France ever saw united in one cause. 

The talents and acquirements of the prin- 
cesse de la Trimouille give her a very decided 
influence in the circle and party in which 
she moves; and I observed that literature 
and politics were the leading topics of conver- 
sation, in her elegant and refi;ned rd^unians. 

The bal-^pdre, a most frequent style of en- 
tertainment during the winter season (which 
season, par parenthSse, is literally cele- 
brated during the winter, and never /^i/f off' 
till summer or autumn J, is a combination of 
yojith, pleasure, and gaiety, exquisite danc* 
ing, to exquisite music, splendid dressing, 
and light collations; while little quadrille 
parties, suddenly struck up to the harp and 
piano-forte, are not unusual in families, 
where there are many young people, though 
infinitely less frequent, than such accidental 



history of Frtuice. The late Prince de la Trimouille, 
brother to the present prince, vtbm guillotined in the early 
part of the re? oltttion. 
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breakit on the card-parties of small English 
circles. All the mode^ of society in Parris aare 
simple, inexpensive, rational, and refined; 
btit they are, generally speaking, less gay, 
lejss artificiatl, aflfd perhaps, it once, more 
formal, and mott easy^ than the usual ar- 
rangements of soiti*fty iff Great Bfi^in. Its 
shades, indeed, arti irifiilite, and vary ae* 
4^drding to the l*ank, ag6, party i and means 
of the entfertdirifers. lt« variety, however, 
is fiot iti^ least chah^l ahd the characters 
of rank, taleriti arid celebrity, both iiatire 
ahd foreigfi, whi<ih dre met with in its cdilnt- 
Ifesfe circles, ffluSt always i^endet them curiou«) 
iriterestingi and attractive tti the stranger, 
trhdi wHBout bHfc or pi^jtttlice, seeks in vi-»- 
i^itilig ^ foreign land to tontpare its habits 
and ihanhfeir^ with biii DWtt j and Who^ Calldid 
enough to gratlt to ^adh natloii its oWn p&b 
culiar itierit, is still willing to cherish fchait 
natural and wise prefeWiice, l€adifig t^J the 
grdcious convictioh, that 

** The firsts best couhirf/ ever it tU home.^ 



END OF VOL. I. 



B. Clarke, Printer, WeU dtf«il| 
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